Prepared by J Cohen

Top 10 tips on ...
... Self Assessment Sheets
Self assessment forms can open a dialogue between staff and students about written
feedback. Overuse of the same feedback form may lead to superficial responses.
Use these tips to vary your forms and focus your feedback.
Designing your sheet1:
1. Get students to list the points they want feedback on. Provide feedback on
these points only: nothing else.
2. Develop a two stage feedback design to separate feedback and grades.
 Part 1 lists feedback and does not give a grade. Students use this formative
feedback to rework and then resubmit their assignment.
 Part 2 provides the grade only.
3. Provide feedback but no marks. In this way, students read feedback to gauge
their progress rather than relying on marks.
4. Get students to self-assess their work (you may provide prompt points). You
provide feedback after the self assessment, without marks so that students are
encouraged to compare the two sets of comments.
5. Provide a grade after a combination of self-assessment and tutor feedback.
All or any of these stages can form part of summative assessments.
Prompts to students2:
1. What do you think is a fair score or grade for the you have handed in? This
may correspond with your own judgement but don’t be discouraged by variation: the
discrepancies are good indicator’s of students’ understanding of the topic and their
performance on the task.
2. What do you think you did best in this assignment?* This serves to focus your
feedback on strengths they have or that they may have overlooked.
3.What do you think you did least well in this assignment?* Similar to #2;
however, if they have completed the work adequately, it is important to reinforce this.
4. What did you find the hardest part of this assignment?* This may correspond
to the part they did least well: either way, feedback on performance is important to
encourage and support their learning.
5. What was the most important thing you learned in this assignment?*.
Illuminating for the tutors! Reassure students that learning is an incremental process
and each step will be useful.
_____
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