
Fieldwork outside the UK – proportionate risk assessment 

Research taking place overseas may involve additional risks to UK-based research.  It was 

therefore agreed by the Research Ethics & Governance Committee that research projects 

falling within this category should undergo full review by a Research Ethics Advisory Group 

before initiation and before the researcher travels overseas. 

Health & safety and insurance 

The University has made available comprehensive guidance on health and safety in 

fieldwork, including offsite visits and travel in the UK and overseas: 

https://www.kent.ac.uk/safety/hs/pages/fieldwork/guidance_on_health_and_safety_in_fieldw

ork.pdf  and the Insurance Office has a notification procedure to establish University Travel 

and Personal Accident Insurance cover for staff or students conducting research overseas: 

https://www.kent.ac.uk/finance-staff/services/insurance/travelstaff/index.html  

Guidance for REAGs in reviewing overseas research 

While it is likely that overseas research will pose additional risks for researchers, these will 

depend on a number of variables, such as whether the researcher is a citizen of the country 

in question, or whether the Foreign and Commonwealth Office has issued advisory notices 

relating to traveller safety. 

To ensure proportionate review of project-specific issues, it is recommended that Research 

Ethics Advisory Groups collect specific travel-related details for projects involving overseas 

fieldwork. 

The following questions (based on the School of Anthropology & Conservation Ethics 

Review Stage 2 document) can help to provide the relevant details for projects involving 

overseas fieldwork. 

 Please give the exact location(s) where the research will be carried out

 Are you from this region or well acquainted with it?  Have you read FCO travel

advice?  If this suggests the area is dangerous what special safety precautions are

you planning on taking to ensure you avoid such dangers?

 Do you have a health condition(s) that might give you serious problems during your

fieldwork?  If so, how do you plan to prevent this?

 Have you arranged travel and health insurance for the full period of the research?  If

not, why not?

 Do you foresee problems in applying UK best practice to the country/countries where

your project is taking place?

 Does the research require formal permission form local or national authorities?  If

yes, has permission been obtained, and from whom?

 Are there any particular legal, practice or ethical requirements particular to your

country’s fieldwork?  Have you made yourself compliant with them, and how?

 Contacts in the field: please give the name and contact information for at least one

person who will be able to locate you during your fieldwork if we are unable to locate

you directly.  For students: please also provide your supervisor with your local mobile

phone number for the duration of your fieldwork as soon as you have one.
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