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1. Title of the module
Introduction to Polymer Chemistry
2. School or partner institution which will be responsible for management of the module
Medway School of Pharmacy
3. The level of the module (e.g. Level 4, Level 5, Level 6 or Level 7)
Level 4
4. The number of credits and the ECTS value which the module represents 
15 (ECTS 7.5)
5. Which term(s) the module is to be taught in (or other teaching pattern)
This module is being taught as part of the Foundation in Applied Chemical Science Technology which is being delivered by e-learning on a part-time basis over three years.
6. Prerequisite and co-requisite modules
None
7. The programmes of study to which the module contributes
Foundation in Applied Chemical Science Technology
8. The intended subject specific learning outcomes.
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:
1. Identify common monomers and polymers and name major classes of polymers (PO A1-3; B1-3)
2. Understand and calculate molecular weight averages (PO A1-3; B1-3)
3. Understand basic principles of step-growth & chain-growth polymerisation (PO A1-3; B1-3)
4. Discuss the different types of polymerisation (PO A1-3; B1-3)
5. Discuss the basic methods used to characterise polymers (PO A1-3; B1-3)
6. Understand glass transition and discuss the different types of polymer (PO A1-3; B1-3)morphologies/structures

9. The intended generic learning outcomes.
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:
· The development of practical/technical skills (A4;C1)
· An ability to analyse, evaluate and correctly interpret data (A6-8; C2)
· An ability to present and communicate data (C3; C6; D1-3)
· An ability to obtain and use information from a variety of sources as part of self-directed learning Time-management and organisational skills within the context of self-directed learning (C3; C6; D1-3)

10. A synopsis of the curriculum
· Introduction to polymers (e.g. size, properties, nomenclature) 
· Step-growth polymerisation (e.g. nylons, polyesters, polycarbonates) 
· Radical chain polymerisation (e.g. polystyrene, polyacrylates, PVC) 
· Ionic polymerizations (e.g. polystyrene, poly(vinyl ethers), synthetic rubber)
· Characterization techniques (e.g. SEC, DSC, NMR, DMA)
11. Reading List (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)
	Methods of SUMMATIVE Assessment
	Portfolio entries (molecules in the work place)
	Reflective reports/case studies
	MCQ 
	Final examination

	Nature of FORMATIVE assessment supporting student learning
	N/A
	Reflective reports/case studies 
	In-course online self-testing
	In-course online 
self-testing & past papers

	Outcome(s) assessed by summative assessment 
	1-9
	1-9
	1-9
	1-9

	Grading Mode
	Numerical
	Numerical
	Numerical
	Numerical

	Weighting %
	30
	20
	20
	30

	Pass Mark
	40%
	40%
	40%
	40%

	Word Length
	Variable
	Variable
	N/A
	Variable

	Outline Details
	Written report of work-based activities
	Assignments
	MCQs
	Short answer questions

	Last Item of Assessment
	
	
	X
	X



12. Learning and Teaching methods

	Activity
	e-learning
	e-activities/
Practicals / Work activities
	MSCL / CAL
	Total hours
	Learning Outcomes

	Teaching
	35
	25
	15
	75
	All subject specific learning outcomes (SSLOs)

	Private study
	15
	5
	10
	30
	All subject specific learning outcomes (SSLOs)

	Work-based experience
	
	40
	
	40
	A2-11; B1-7; C1-5; D1-9

	Formal assessment
	
	
	
	5
	All subject specific learning outcomes (SSLOs)

	Total hours
	
	
	
	150
	


Please see section 14. Map of Module Learning Outcomes for more information.
Online e-learning is intended to present the key information directly relating to the learning objectives.
E-activities, practicals and work activities serve to reinforce material presented online and also relate directly to the learning objectives. These are specifically based on enabling students to relate their theoretical knowledge of Cell Biology to the bioscience workplace in a variety of industries.
MSCL serves to reinforce and support materials presented in the above forms in the students’ minds. They also form part of the self-directed learning for the student.
Private study encompasses the revising of all material presented in the above various forms of teaching and learning, together with the opportunity to explore and read more widely around specific topics (this may already have been suggested in the MSCL materials).

13. Assessment methods.

	Method of assessment
	Learning outcomes assessed (POs & SSLOs)
	Weighting
	Outline details

	Continuous assessment (1)
	A1-4; B1-3; C1-3 
	30%
	Reflective report / case study / lab. report *

	Continuous assessment (2)
	A1-11; B1-3; C1-6
	20%
	Based on assessment of myFolio entries.

	Continuous assessment (3)
	All subject specific learning outcomes (SSLOs)
	20%
	40 minute MCQ assessment

	Examination
	All subject specific learning outcomes (SSLOs)
	30%
	1 hour written examination


Please see section 14. Map of Module Learning Outcomes for more information.

The pass mark for this module is 40%. The aim of the assessment is that there should be an equal balance between ‘application’ (ie. reflection related to practical/work experience) and ‘theory’ (ie. examination), but that neither should enable the student to obtain a pass grade independently and in its entirety. 



14. Map of Module Learning Outcomes (sections 8 & 9) to Learning and Teaching Methods (section12) and methods of Assessment (section 13)

	Module learning outcome
	
	8.1
	8.2
	8.3
	8.4
	8.5
	8.6
	9.1
	9.2
	9.3
	9.4
	
	

	Learning/ teaching method
	Hours allocated
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Teaching
	75
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Private study
	30
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Work-based experience
	40
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Assessment method
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Formal assessment
	5
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	



15. The School/Collaborative Partner (delete as applicable) recognises and has embedded the expectations of current disability equality legislation, and supports students with a declared disability or special educational need in its teaching. Within this module we will make reasonable adjustments wherever necessary, including additional or substitute materials, teaching modes or assessment methods for students who have declared and discussed their learning support needs. Arrangements for students with declared disabilities will be made on an individual basis, in consultation with the University’s/Collaborative Partner’s (delete as applicable) disability/dyslexia student support service, and specialist support will be provided where needed.

16. Campus(es) or Centre(s) where module will be delivered:
 This is a distance learning module, however academic staff will be based at the Medway Campus, University of Kent.
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