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MODULE SPECIFICATION

1. Title of the module 

Advanced Topics in Forensic Science (PS712)

2. School or partner institution which will be responsible for management of the module

School of Physical Sciences
3. Start date of the module

Revision starting 2015-2016
4. The number of students expected to take the module

100

5. Modules to be withdrawn on the introduction of this proposed module and consultation with other relevant Schools and Faculties regarding the withdrawal

 None
6. The level of the module (e.g. Certificate [C], Intermediate [I], Honours [H] or Postgraduate [M])
Level M

7. The number of credits and the ECTS value which the module represents 

Credits 15 (ECTS 7.5)
8. Which term(s) the module is to be taught in (or other teaching pattern)

Term 1 

9. Prerequisite and co-requisite modules

Successful completion of Stage 2 Forensic Science or Forensic Chemistry degree or equivalent

10. The programmes of study to which the module contributes

BSc & MSci Forensic Science and Forensic Chemistry
11. The intended subject specific learning outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this module, students will:
11.1 have a detailed comprehension of the role of evaluative and interpretive opinion in forensic science. 

11.2 appreciate the value of the statistical approach to the testimony whilst understanding the strengths and weaknesses of the qualitative and quantitative approaches to expressing opinion.

11.3 understand the importance of key cases in shaping the weight of opinion and how cases are evaluated in modern-day forensic testimony.

11.4 understand the role of quality in forensic science. They will distinguish the different quality standards associated with the forensic process, as well as recognise the value of competency testing, proficiency trials and continuing professional development.

11.5 gain knowledge of the codes of ethical conduct applicable to forensic scientists and identify ethical challenges using a review of contemporary cases.

11.6 be able to critically analyse a range of contemporary and advanced topics associated with forensic science.
12. The intended generic learning outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this module, students will have:
12.1 communication skills, covering both written and oral communication (PLO D1).

12.2 information-retrieval skills, in relation to primary and secondary information sources, including information retrieval through on-line computer searches (PLO D4).   

13. A synopsis of the curriculum

This module will include the principles of application, quality and legal aspects of analysis and identification using several evidence types – entwined with case examples of major crimes. The module is intended to cover the most up to date topics within forensic science and will be supported with a wide range of contemporary case studies.  The module will include the following subject areas:
· Case Assessment & Interpretation

· A selection of contemporary case studies demonstrating the application of forensic science

· Quality standards in forensic science

· Ethics in forensic science
14. Indicative Reading List 

Publications from the learned literature including journal articles from Science & Justice and Forensic Science International.

Forensic science (Jackson and Jackson)


ISBN 978-013-199880-3

Ethics in forensic science (Swienton et al)

ISBN 0–12–385019–3

Ethics and the practice of forensic science (Bowen)
ISBN 978-14-20088-939

Misleading DNA evidence (Peter Gill) 


ISBN 978–0–12–417214–2

Forensic science and the law (Anna SandIford)

ISBN 978–0–86472–841–8

15. Learning and Teaching Methods, including the nature and number of contact hours and the total study hours which will be expected of students, and how these relate to achievement of the intended module learning outcomes

Learning and Teaching Methods:

The total amount of time spent on the module will be 150 hours of which, 24 hours will be spent on lectures (11.1-11.6), 50 hours on the written essay assignment (12.1, 12.2) and 76 hours on directed self-study focussed on the respective topics to support the intended learning outcomes.  

Achievement of module learning outcomes:

· Learning outcomes (11.1-11.6) are achieved by the providing both foundation materials covering each of the topic areas covered within the module. These underpinning lecture materials are supported by directed study of the key journal articles and influential text (12.2).   

· The module is taught giving sufficient time to develop the breadth and depth of knowledge required. This is achieved by tabularising the study by both evidence and crime type, and adding depth by directed self study.

16. Assessment methods and how these relate to testing achievement of the intended module learning outcomes

The module will be assessed on the basis of coursework assignment (20%) and an unseen, formal, three-hour written examination at the end of the academic year (80%). Both forms of assessment test all outcomes. The essay (11.3, 11.6, 12.1-12.2) will focus on the topics studied and will be 3,000 words in length. Broader assessment is achieved by focussing examination topics to address the syllabus and intended learning outcomes (11.1 – 11.6, 12.1).

17. Implications for learning resources, including staff, library, IT and space

The module will be delivered by a staff member who is a Forensic Science practitioner. 

18. The School recognises and has embedded the expectations of current disability equality legislation, and supports students with a declared disability or special educational need in its teaching. Within this module we will make reasonable adjustments wherever necessary, including additional or substitute materials, teaching modes or assessment methods for students who have declared and discussed their learning support needs. Arrangements for students with declared disabilities will be made on an individual basis, in consultation with the University’s disability/dyslexia support service, and specialist support will be provided where needed.

19. Campus(es) where module will be delivered:
Canterbury
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