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MODULE SPECIFICATION

1. Title of the module:

PS501 Forensic Physical Methods
2. School which will be responsible for management of the module: 

School of Physical Sciences
3. Start date of the module: 

Revised specification for existing Module, next running 2015-16
4. The number of students expected to take the module: 110
5. Modules to be withdrawn on the introduction of this proposed module and consultation with other relevant Schools and Faculties regarding the withdrawal
None

6. The level of the module (e.g. Level 4, Level 5, Level 6 or Postgraduate Level 7)

Level 5
7. The number of credits which the module represents.
15 Credits
8. Which term(s) the module is to be taught in (or other teaching pattern):
Teaching in term 1, assessment terms 1 and 2
9. Prerequisite and co-requisite modules:
None
10. The programme(s) of study to which the module contributes:
Forensic Science, Forensic Chemistry: M.Sci & BSc

This is not available as a wild module

11. The intended subject specific learning outcomes and, as appropriate, their relationship to programme learning outcomes.
11.1 An understanding of the role of physical forensic methods in forensic practice. (6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 18, 19)

11.2 Knowledge and critical awareness of the major physical forensic methods. (6, 8, 9, 10, 16, 18)

11.3 An understanding of emerging developments in forensic science (6, 7, 10, 19)

11.4 The ability to assess, manage, and investigate a range of incident scenes (6, 7, 8, 10, 13, 16, 18, 19)

11.5 The ability to recover, preserve, package and document evidential samples from a range of incident scenes to professional standards. (6, 8, 9, 10, 13, 15, 16, 18, 19)
12. The intended generic learning outcomes and, as appropriate, their relationship to programme learning outcomes.
12.1 Develop a broad and balanced understanding of the key areas of science and law that underpins forensic practice and methodology.(1, 3, 4, 5, 13, 15, 16, 19, 21, 22, 24, 26, 29, 30)
12.2 Develop a core understanding of the science and scientific methods underpinning forensic investigation and recovery of evidence. (1, 3, 4, 5, 15, 22, 24)

12.3 Develop the ability to communicate complex scientific and forensic findings to a lay audience in written form. (1, 5, 13, 19, 21, 22, 26, 29)
12.4 Develop problem solving, information retrieval and handling, and numeracy skills.  (5, 16, 21, 22, 23, 25, 29, 30)
12.5 Develop team working and time management skills, and skills relevant to further study. (10, 11, 21, 22, 26, 27, 29, 30)

13. A synopsis of the curriculum
Evidential practice and law in relation to location, recovery, preservation, and interpretation of a wide range of forensic samples.

Statement and report writing, and witness interview to evidential standard.

Incident assessment and management in a wide variety of forensic environments.
Location, recovery and preservation of a range of forensic samples including: Fingerprints, DNA, fibres, trace samples, blood distribution patterns, gunshot residues, tool marks and impressions, foot shoe and tyre prints, sexual offence samples.

Incident mapping and photography.

Document and forgery analysis 

14. Indicative Reading List:

Criminalistics (An introduction to Forensic Science), Richard Saferstein (2007), Prentice Hall. ISBN 0-13-013827-4 

Crime Scene to Court, Edited by Peter White (2004), ISBN 0-85404-539-2

Introduction to Crime Scene Investigation, Dutelle,(2013) ISBN 0-7637-6241-5

Handbook of Forensic Science, Fraser & Williams (2009), ISBN: 078-1-84392-312-1

Bloodstain Pattern Analysis(3rd Edition), Beve (2008)l, ISBN:978-1-4200-5268-8

15. Learning and Teaching Methods, including the nature and number of contact hours and the total study hours which will be expected of students, and how these relate to achievement of the intended learning outcomes
       26 hours of lectures. (11.1-11.5, 12.1-12.5)

6 x 3 hour practical laboratory and statement writing sessions. (11.2, 11.4, 11.5, 12.2, 12.3, 12.4)
1 x 4 hour managed incident. (11.4, 11.5, 12.3, 12.4, 12.5)

1 x 4 hour incident analysis.  11.4, 11.5, 12.3, 12.4, 12.5)
        100 hours personal study.

16. Assessment methods and how these relate to testing achievement of the intended learning outcomes
2 x Evidential laboratory statements: 10% each, total 20%
(11.1, 11.2, 11.4, 11.5, 12.1-12.4)
1 x Managed incident with evidential statement: 30%

(11.2-11.5, 12.1-12.5)

1 x Incident management and analysis with incident report and statement; 50%

(11.2-11.5, 12.1-12.5)
17. Implications for learning resources, including staff, library, IT and space.
None
18. The School recognises and has embedded the expectations of current disability equality legislation, and supports students with a declared disability or special educational need in its teaching. Within this module we will make reasonable adjustments wherever necessary, including additional or substitute materials, teaching modes or assessment methods for students who have declared and discussed their learning support needs. Arrangements for students with declared disabilities will be made on an individual basis, in consultation with the University’s disability/dyslexia support service, and specialist support will be provided where needed.
19. Campus(es) where module will be delivered
Canterbury

