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MODULE SPECIFICATION

1. Title of the module

PS713 Substances of Abuse 

2. School or partner institution which will be responsible for management of the module

School of Physical Sciences
3. Start date of the module

Minor revision to syllabus, next running 2015-16
4. The number of students expected to take the module

30
5. Modules to be withdrawn on the introduction of this proposed module and consultation with other relevant Schools and Faculties regarding the withdrawal

None
6. The level of the module (e.g. Level 4, Level 5, Level 6 or Postgraduate Level 7)

Level 7
7. The number of credits and the ECTS value which the module represents 

15 credits (7.5 ECTS)
8. Which term(s) the module is to be taught in (or other teaching pattern)

Terms 1 and 2
9. Prerequisite and co-requisite modules

CH314
10. The programmes of study to which the module contributes

MSci Forensic Science
11. The intended subject specific learning outcomes 

To acquire a knowledge and understanding of:

(11.1) the theoretical chemistry of

(11.2) the principles of analysis and identification of several chemicals that are related to substances of abuse.

This should meet the programme learning outcome of acquiring extended knowledge to an advanced level in a selected specialist area i.e. substances of abuse.
12. The intended generic learning outcomes 

(12.1) display an ability to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of essential facts, concepts, principles and theories relating to the subject areas identified in the syllabus (B1).

(12.2) display an ability to apply such knowledge to qualitative and quantitative problem solving in the relevant subject area (B2, B3).

(12.3) Display an ability to communicate complex scientific topic in the form of an audio-visual presentation (B6).

13. A synopsis of the curriculum

Ensure this includes the key topics and that there is sufficient detail to give anyone delivering the module a clear framework from which to work. A general outline is required; it is not desirable, for example, to have a detailed weekly schedule of lecture topics.  

· Elements of synthetic organic chemistry and medicinal chemistry which are relevant to substances of abuse.
· The theoretical chemistry and principles of analysis and identification of several substances that are substances of abuse.  The following are indicative
· amphetamines and related compounds, 

· LSD and related compounds, 

· Cannabis and Cannabis products, 

· opiate compounds, 

· cocaine and related compounds,

· certain controlled pharmaceutical drugs.
14. Indicative Reading List 

 (i) Clarke's analytical forensic toxicology(2013); ISBN-10 0857110543

(ii) The analysis of controlled substances (2003); ISBN-10 0471492523, 0471492531; 

(iii) Human drug metabolism: an introduction (2010); ISBN-13 9780470742167 

(iv) The chemistry of mind-altering drugs: history, pharmacology, and cultural context (1996); ISBN-13 9780841232532.

15. Learning and Teaching Methods, including the nature and number of contact hours and the total study hours which will be expected of students, and how these relate to achievement of the intended module learning outcomes

The total amount of  time spent on the module  will be 150 hours of which,  approximately 16 hours will be spent on timetabled lectures (11.1, 11.2, 12.1, 12.2), 8h spent on timetabled student presentations (12.3), 45 hours on 3 coursework elements plus one-to-one teaching session, and 50 hours on self-study all of which lead to intended learning outcomes.  No laboratory work will be required.  
16. Assessment methods and how these relate to testing achievement of the intended module learning outcomes

The module will be assessed on the basis of 3 coursework elements (30%), including 2 presentations and an assignment, and an unseen, formal, 3-hour written examination at the end of the academic year (70%).  The assignment and the exam test learning outcomes 11.1, 11.2, 12.1, and 12.2.  The presentation tests learning outcomes 11.1, 11.2, 12.1, and 12.3.
17. Implications for learning resources, including staff, library, IT and space

None
18. The School recognises and has embedded the expectations of current disability equality legislation, and supports students with a declared disability or special educational need in its teaching. Within this module we will make reasonable adjustments wherever necessary, including additional or substitute materials, teaching modes or assessment methods for students who have declared and discussed their learning support needs. Arrangements for students with declared disabilities will be made on an individual basis, in consultation with the University’s disability/dyslexia support service, and specialist support will be provided where needed.

19. Campus(es) where module will be delivered:
Canterbury
2

