UNIVERSITY OF KENT


MODULE SPECIFICATION TEMPLATE

SECTION 1: MODULE SPECIFICATIONS

1. Title of the module

PH790 Year Abroad.
2. School or partner institution which will be responsible for management of the module

SPS.
3. Start date of the module

This is an existing module (PH799 Year in the USA) for which the specification is being revised.  We wish the revisions to apply from September 2014.
4. The number of students expected to take the module

Approximately 10.
5. Modules to be withdrawn on the introduction of this proposed module 

This is a replacement module specification for existing module PH799 Year in the USA.
6. The level of the module (e.g. Certificate [C], Intermediate [I], Honours [H] or Postgraduate [M])

H.  The MPhys Stage 3 normally requires a minimum of 90 credits at level H and 30 credits at level I.  This requires a majority of modules at the university abroad equivalent to level H.  Level H is considered to be similar to 3rd year at Partner Universities.  The chosen modules at the university abroad should be mostly from 3rd year, but a few may be taken from earlier or later years.
7. The number of credits and the ECTS value which the module represents 

120 (ECTS 60). To satisfy the requirements for a full-time placement student abroad, which means taking a certain number of modules at the university abroad (the number varies according to the university).
8. Which term(s) the module is to be taught in (or other teaching pattern)

Terms 1, 2 and 3 (occupies entire academic year).
9. Prerequisite and co-requisite modules

Must reach threshold of 60% (overall average) in Stage 1 at first attempt (with no compensation or condonement of Stage 1 modules).  Must reach threshold of 55% (overall average) in Stage 2 at May exams.  Must properly complete placement procedure supervised by International Office.
10. The programmes of study to which the module contributes

All MPhys with Year Abroad programmes - Physics, Physics with Astrophysics (“P/Astro”), and Astronomy Space Science and Astrophysics (“ASSA”).
11. The intended subject specific learning outcomes 

Note that it is only necessary to meet a majority of these learning outcomes, because all learning outcomes are also provided in Stage 1, 2 or 4 of the parent MPhys programme.

Knowledge and Understanding


A.
Knowledge and understanding of:


1.
physical laws and principles, and their application to diverse areas of physics.


2.
aspects of theory and practice of phyics, physics with astrophysics, or astronomy, astrophysics and space science.  


B.
Intellectual skills:


1.
An ability to identify relevant principles and laws, and to make approximations to obtain solutions. 

2.
An ability to solve problems in physics using appropriate mathematical tools. 


3.
An ability to execute and analyse critically the results of an experiment or investigation and draw valid conclusions.


4.
An ability to use mathematical techniques and analysis to model physical behaviour. 


5.
An ability to plan an experiment or investigation under supervision.


C.
Subject-specific skills: 


1.
Competent use of appropriate C&IT packages/systems for the analysis and the retrieval of appropriate information. 


2.
An ability to present and interpret information graphically.


3.
An ability to communicate scientific information.


4.
A familiarity with laboratory apparatus and techniques.


5.
The systematic and reliable recording of experimental data.


6.
An ability to make use of appropriate texts, research-based materials or other learning resources. 

Learning & Teaching:  lectures and worked examples, supported by examples/supervision classes, workshops and laboratory classes; personal study using textbooks, web-based material and other self-study material.

Assessment:  coursework involving problems, essays, laboratory/console/project reports and written (unseen) examinations.

12. The intended generic learning outcomes 

Note that it is only necessary to meet a majority of these learning outcomes, because all learning outcomes are also provided in Stage 1, 2 or 4 of the programme.

D.
Transferable skills:


1.
Problem-solving skills


2.
Investigative skills 


3.
Communication skills 


4.
Analytical skills 


5.
Personal skills 

Learning & Teaching:  workshops and laboratory classes; personal study using textbooks and web-based material; teamwork, written presentation.

Assessment:  coursework involving problems, essays, laboratory/console/project reports and written presentations.  skills associated with time planning and management are not formally assessed as such.

13. A synopsis of the curriculum

PH790 needs to cover a majority of learning outcomes in Stage 3 of the parent MPhys programme.  The modules in the university abroad should normally cover similar topics at a similar level.  Note that a one-to-one correspondence is not feasible and would negate the purpose of the Year Abroad, which is to provide the student with the experience of the educational system abroad.  In addition, the student has the opportunity to study some modules which are not available at University of Kent.

With regards to level, see (7) above.  

With regards to topics, the academic liaison (typically DoUGS Physics) will check and approve the students choice of modules at the time they are at the university abroad.  (The timetables at the university abroad may not published soon enough to guarantee in advance that the choice of modules will be available.)    

The following table shows the normal topics:

Univ. of Kent  




 
topic for

Stage 3 topic  (associated module)



Physics

P/Astro

 ASSA

experimental or computational lab work (PH600)

X

X

X

intermediate electromagnetism (PH604)


X

X

X

intermediate thermodynamics (PH605)


X

X

X

Introductory or intermediate solid state physics (PH606)
X

X


intermediate astrophysics (PH607)





X

X

intermediate space science (PH608)






X

mathematical or computational physics (PH611) 

X


14. Indicative Reading List 

Provided by department at the university abroad.
15. Learning and Teaching Methods, including the nature and number of contact hours and the total study hours which will be expected of students, and how these relate to achievement of the intended module learning outcomes

Provided by department at the university abroad.  Includes typical methods of lectures, homework, and laboratory work.  Should be equivalent to 1200 total study hours at University of Kent.  
16. Assessment methods and how these relate to testing achievement of the intended module learning outcomes

The assessment of the Year Abroad module counts towards the progression of students on the MPhys Year Abroad programme.  For this the assessment is Pass/Fail.  The assessment of the Year Abroad module does not count towards the classification of students on the MPhys Year Abroad programme.

The assessment of the Year Abroad module is based on a portfolio of work which the student acquires during their Year Abroad.  This includes their lecture notes, copies of assessments, lab reports and project work. This portfolio provides evidence of student educational attainment during the Year Abroad.

The portfolio also includes the official transcript of grades from the university abroad.  For each module taken at the university abroad, a quantified grade is provided, based on typical methods such as homework, class test and exam.    See (11) & (12) above for relationship to learning outcomes.  These grades provides evidence of student educational attainment during the Year Abroad. 

Where a student has taken modules which were not approved by academic liason, these may need to be referred to the Physics exam board.  

The student will also submit a written report of approximately 3,000 words on their educational experience.  This will be considered by academic liaison (typically DoUGS Physics) and another academic (typically DoLT), and followed up by a discussion with the student.  

Where problems have occurred, the academic liaison may recognise that student educational attainment was adversely affected, and make an allowance for this.  Such an allowance may need to be referred to the Physics exam board.  

The normal progression rules are as follows: the student educational attainment during the Year Abroad needs be judged to be equivalent of an overall mark of 50% or higher in Stage 3 is required to progress to Stage 4 of the parent MPhys programme.  This is a “pass” of the PH790 module.  

Failure to achieve this level of educational attainment would normally require the student to transfer to the equivalent BSc degree.  This is a “fail” of the PH790 module.  In such cases the evaluation of the student portfolio of work will then be used to generate an overall % mark.  If this % mark is between 40-49% then it will be used for the classification of a BSc.  Conversely if the mark is less than 40% then the student will be deemed to have failed to complete Stage 3 of the BSc degree.

17. Implications for learning resources, including staff, library, IT and space

Requires an SPS academic to act as academic liaison with the department at the Partner University Abroad (typically DoUGS Physics).  The placement liaison is provided by the international office at University of Kent.
18. The Collaborative Partner recognises and has embedded the expectations of current disability equality legislation, and supports students with a declared disability or special educational need in its teaching. Within this module we will make reasonable adjustments wherever necessary, including additional or substitute materials, teaching modes or assessment methods for students who have declared and discussed their learning support needs. Arrangements for students with declared disabilities will be made on an individual basis, in consultation with the Collaborative Partner’s disability/dyslexia support service, and specialist support will be provided where needed.

19. Campus(es) where module will be delivered:

Universities abroad.  Recent examples include: University of California (Berkeley, San Diego, Los Angeles, Davis, Santa Barbara), Penn State University, State University of New York at Buffalo, Indianna University, University  of North Carolina Charlotte, Marquette University, Trent University (Canada).
SECTION 2: MODULE IS PART OF A PROGRAMME OF STUDY IN A UNIVERSITY SCHOOL

Statement by the School Director of Learning and Teaching/School Director of Graduate Studies (as appropriate): "I confirm I have been consulted on the above module proposal and have given advice on the correct procedures and required content of module proposals"

	................................................................

Director of Learning and Teaching/Director of Graduate Studies (delete as applicable)

…………………………………………………

Print Name
	..............................................

Date


Statement by the Head of School: "I confirm that the School has approved the introduction of the module and, where the module is proposed by School staff, will be responsible for its resourcing"

	.................................................................

Head of School

…………………………………………………….

Print Name
	..............................................

Date


SECTION 3: MODULE IS PART OF A PROGRAMME IN A PARTNER COLLEGE OR VALIDATED INSTITUTION 

(Where the module is proposed by a Partner College/Validated Institution)

Statement by the Nominated Officer of the College/Validated Institution (delete as applicable): "I confirm that the College/Validated Institution (delete as applicable) has approved the introduction of the module and will be responsible for its resourcing"

	.................................................................

Nominated Responsible Officer of Partner College/Validated Institution 

………………………………………………….

Print Name

………………………………………………….. 

Post
	..............................................

Date




………………………………………….

Partner College/Validated Institution
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