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UNIVERSITY OF KENT

Module Specification

1. 
The title of the module

 
SS566 Research Study in Sport Sciences 

2. 
The School which will be responsible for management of the module


Centre for Sports Studies

3. 
The Start Date of the Module


Autumn 2013
4. 
The cohort of students (onwards) to which the module will be applicable.

Autumn 2012
5. 
The number of students expected to take the module



80
6. 
Modules to be withdrawn on the introduction of this proposed module and 
consultation with other relevant Schools and Faculties regarding the withdrawal



N/A

7. 
The level of the module (eg Certificate [C], Intermediate [I], Honours [H] or 
Postgraduate [M])


Honours [H] (Level 6)

8. 
The number of credits which the module represents 


45 credits

9. 
Which term(s) the module is to be taught in (or other teaching pattern)                                                   
Autumn & Spring, although there is no taught component 
10. 
Prerequisite and co-requisite modules


Preparation for Research Study OR

Research Design and Planning

11. 
The programmes of study to which the module contributes


BSc Sports Science

12. 
The intended subject specific learning outcomes and, as appropriate, their 
relationship to programme learning outcomes 

12.1 
To identify an appropriate research topic that makes a relevant contribution to the students programme of study.

12.2 
Demonstrate a critical understanding of the theories and concepts underpinning the chosen area of study.

12.3 
Select the most appropriate research methods, and produce an individual research study that is presented in the appropriate way


These outcomes contribute to the programme learning outcomes as listed in the BSc Sports Science programme specification:

PLO A3- Theoretical basis of qualitative and/or quantitative research. (12.2, 12.3)

PLO B9 - Effectively apply the skills needed for academic study including critical evaluation. (12.2, 12.3)

PLO B10- Plan, design, execute and communicate a sustained piece of independent intellectual work which provides evidence of critical engagement with, and interpretation of, appropriate data. (12.1, 12.2, 12.3)

PLO B11- Apply knowledge to the solution of familiar and unfamiliar problems, either independently or with others, in order to develop reasoned arguments and challenge assumptions. (12.1, 12.2, 12.3)

PLO B12- Self-appraise and reflect on practice. (12.2, 12.3)

PLO B13 - Recognise and respond to moral, legal, ethical and safety issues which directly pertain to the context of study (12.3)

PLO C17 - Analyse closely, interpret and show critical judgement in the understanding and evaluation of the sport sciences. (ILO’s 12.1, 12.2, 12.3)

13. 
The intended generic learning outcomes and, as appropriate, their relationship to programme learning outcomes
 
Demonstrate an ability to integrate the “key skills”. 

13.1 Communication and presentation skills - via the use of practical testing with the use of equipment or instruments with individuals or in group settings and the written presentation and communication skills evidenced in the final project 

13.2 Numeracy and Information Technology - through analysis of practical or previously researched data. Evidenced through the presentation of the final project (including importing of graphics, word processing, internet searches) & evidenced via working with formulae and equations. 

13.3 Problem solving-achieved through the analysis of data collected from practical tests or previous research

13.4 Ability to self-appraise and reflect on practice- evidenced through students identification of limitations in design, methodology and analysis methods, and the consideration of future recommendations.

13.5 Ability to plan and manage learning - through completing the extra self directed study necessary to successfully complete course work


These outcomes contribute to the programme learning outcomes as listed in the BSc Sports Science programme specification:

PLO D18- Communication, presentation, numeracy and C & IT Skills (13.1, 13.2)
PLO D20- Problem solving skills (13.3)
PLO D21- Ability to self-appraise and reflect on practice. (13.4)
PLO D22- Ability to plan and manage learning skills.(13.5)
14. 
A synopsis of the curriculum                                                                                                             The research projects are conducted with the supervision of an appropriate subject supervisor who will advise the student on issues such as methodology, analysis and presentation, but it is the student’s responsibility to organise, conduct, analyse and present the research as required. The proposal for the study will have been presented as part of the research preparation module at Stage 2. Before being permitted to proceed with the study, the student will have had to obtained approval by the identified supervisor, director of studies and where appropriate a relevant ethics committee, all of which occur during stage 2. It will be up to the supervisors discretion as to whether the student is permitted to undertake an experimental laboratory based dissertation, or a systematic review of the literature. 
15. 
Indicative Reading List 

Berg, K. E. Latin, R. W (2007) 3rd Edn. Essentials of Research Methods in Health, Physical 

   Education, Exercise Science and Recreation (3rd ed). Lippincott Williams and Wilkins.

Berg, K. E & Latin, R. W (2008) 3rd Edn. Research Methods in Health, Physical Education, 

   Exercise Science and Recreation.  Baltimore: Lippincott Williams and Wilkins.

Burns, R. (2000).  Introduction to Research Methods.  London:  Sage.

Coolican, H. (1999). Research Methods and Statistics in Psychology. Hodderand Stoughton

Fallowfield, J. L., Hale, B & Wilkinson, D. M (2005) Using Statistics in Sport and Exercise   

   Science Research. Lotus Publishing Chichester

Glatthorn, A. A & Joyner, R. L (2005) 2nd Edn. Writing the Winning Thesis or 

   Dissertation: A Step by Step Guide. Corwin Press: London

Gratton, C. Jones, I (2003) Research Methods for Sport Studies.  London: Routledge

Thomas, J, R., Nelson, J. K., Silverman, S. (2005). Research Methods in Physical Activity. 

   Human Kinetics: Champaign, IL

Williams, C., Wragg, C. (2004). Data Analysis and Research for Sport and Exercise Science: A 

   Student Guide. Routledge: London

Coakes, S. J., Steed, L. G. (2003). SPSS Analysis Without Anguish Version11.0 for 

   Windows. Wiley: USA

16. 
Learning and Teaching Methods, including the nature and number of contact hours 
and the total study hours which will be expected of students, and how these relate to 
achievement of the intended learning outcomes                                                                                                                                                        
Total hours for the module will be 450 in which the student will be expected to achieve the module’s intended learning outcomes.  There is the expectation that contact hours between the student and supervisor will total 6 hours where the student will liaise with their supervisor relating to the specialist knowledge within the subject area of the student’s chosen study. (ILOs 12.1, 12.2, 12.3 GLO’s 13.1, 13.2, 13.3)

17. 
Assessment methods and how these relate to testing achievement of the intended 
learning outcomes 


100% Coursework Written Final project Up to 10,000 words (ILO’s.12.1, 12.2, 12.3 GLO’s 13.1, 13.2, 13.3, 13.4, 13.5)  Students will produce a final written project which makes a contribution to knowledge in the area of the students programme of study. The project will demonstrate critical understanding of the topic area with the application of appropriate analysis.

18. 
Implications for learning resources, including staff, library, IT and space                                                              
This module is conducted by School tutors with specialist knowledge within the subject 
area of the student’s chosen dissertation. There is the requirement to have sufficient IT, Library and specialist 
equipment to allow students to complete their chosen study to the best of their ability. 

19. 
A statement confirming that, as far as can be reasonably anticipated, the 
curriculum, learning and teaching methods and forms of assessment do not present 
any non-justifiable disadvantage to students with disabilities
The School recognises and has embedded the expectations of current disability equality legislation, and supports students with a declared disability or special educational need in its teaching. Within this module we will make reasonable adjustments wherever necessary, including additional or substitute materials, teaching modes or assessment methods for students who have declared and discussed their learning support needs. Arrangements for students with declared disabilities will be made on an individual basis, in consultation with the University’s disability/dyslexia support service, and specialist support will be provided where needed.
20.  
Campus(es) where module will be delivered

Medway Campus

Statement by the Director of Learning and Teaching: "I confirm I have been consulted on the above module proposal and have given advice on the correct procedures and required content of module proposals"

	................................................................

Director of Learning and Teaching

…………………………………………………

Print Name


	..............................................

Date


Statement by the Head of School: "I confirm that the School has approved the introduction of the module and, where the module is proposed by School staff, will be responsible for its resourcing"

	.................................................................

Head of School

…………………………………………………….

Print Name
	..............................................

Date


� Required for information purposes only. Changes of campus will not require re-approval of the module specification. 





Minor Revision to module specification confirmed 26 January 2012


