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MODULE SPECIFICATION 
 

 

1 The title of the module:  CO620 Research Project 

2 The Department which will be responsible for management of the module:  

Computing Laboratory 

3 The Start Date of the Module:  Module already in existence; these revisions to take effect 

from the date of this revision. 

4 The number of students expected to take the module:  30 

5 Modules to be withdrawn on the introduction of this proposed module and 
consultation with other relevant Departments and Faculties regarding the 
withdrawal:  None 

6 The level of the module:  H 

7 The number of credits which the module represents:  30 

8 Which term(s) the module is to be taught in (or other teaching pattern):  Autumn and 

Spring 

9 Prerequisite and co-requisite modules:  CO531; Others dependent upon the nature of the 

particular project 

10 The programmes of study to which the module contributes:  CS, CSAI, CSMS, BC , 

CoBA, Computing joint honours, MC, WC, plus Year-in-Industry variants. 

11 The intended subject specific learning outcomes and, as appropriate, their 
relationship to programme learning outcomes 

An in depth understanding of particular technical topics (for instance, use of a particular programming 

language, or software development tool, component architecture  or mathematical technique) beyond 

that obtainable from the rest of the programme. [Programme outcomes: 1, 2, 3] 

 

Demonstrate the ability to apply an appropriate research process to a substantial piece of work. 

 

12 The intended generic learning outcomes and, as appropriate, their relationship to 
programme learning outcomes: 

An appreciation of the open-ended nature of research problems and of effective ways of tackling such 

problems. 

Oral presentational skills 

[Programme outcomes: 15, 32, 36] 

Ability in writing technical reports 

[Programme outcomes: 32] 

Ability to acquire technical knowledge and understanding in an independent fashion 

[Programme outcomes: 37, 39] 

Ability to reflect on and evaluate work performed. 

[Programme outcomes: 15, 17] 

13 A synopsis of the curriculum 

As a research project, this module is normally aimed at students who are achieving at upper second 

class level and above, and who may be intending to undertake research following graduation. Each 

student undertakes a project related to computer science and/or software engineering. The project may 

be self-proposed or may be selected from a list of project proposals. Typically a project will involve 

background study and working on an open-ended research problem. 

The project is supervised by a member of the academic staff, who holds weekly meetings with the 

student, during which s/he will give general advice and will assess the progress of the student. 

Attendance at these meetings is compulsory and is monitored. 

Towards the end of the project, the student: 

• prepares a poster for public presentation; 

• delivers a seminar on the project to a relevant research group within the department; 
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• prepares an extended technical report, in the style of an academic paper, describing the 

scientific/technical outcome of the project; 

• prepares a well-indexed corpus of material as appropriate, supporting the achievements claimed. 

• prepares a short report reflecting on what s/he has learnt from undertaking the project. 

These  reports will be discussed at a viva voce examination. 

 

14 Indicative Reading List None 

15 Learning and Teaching Methods, including the nature and number of contact hours 
and the total study hours which will be expected of students, and how these relate to 
achievement of the intended learning outcomes 

The project constitutes one quarter of the year's work and a student is expected to expend about 1¼  

days each week on it. 

Each student has a weekly meeting with their project supervisor which supports him/her in their self-

learning and indicates appropriate resources. 

There are two lectures given on the nature of research and on the management of research projects. 

The seminar presentation is supported by a lecture on presentational skills. 

The skills necessary for the preparation of a technical report are covered by directed reading. 

 

16 Assessment methods and how these relate to testing achievement of the intended 
learning outcomes 

Assessment criteria: 

• The quality of the technical report is judged according to the criteria for technical accuracy and 

clarity of expression that would normally be applied when refereeing academic papers. 

• The quality of the supporting materials such as: literature surveys, specifications, analyses, 

designs, implementations, research reports, technical and user documentation. 

In the event of failure no alternative assessment will be available.  Credit can only be retrieved by 

repeating the module. 

17 Implications for learning resources, including staff, library, IT and space 

None 

 

18 SENDA Statement: As far as can be reasonably anticipated, the curriculum, learning and 

teaching methods and forms of assessment do not present any non-justifiable disadvantage to 

students with disabilities 

 

Statement by the Director of Learning and Teaching: "I confirm I have been consulted on the 

above module proposal and have given advice on the correct procedures and required content of 

module proposals" 
 

 

................................................................ 

Director of Learning and Teaching 

 

 

.............................................. 

Date 

 

Statement by the Head of Department: "I confirm that the Department has approved the introduction of the module and, where the 

module is proposed by Departmental staff, will be responsible for its resourcing" 

 

 

................................................................. 

Head of Department 

 

 

.............................................. 

Date 

 

(Where the module is proposed by an Associate College) 

Statement by the Nominated Officer of the College: "I confirm that the College has approved the introduction of the module and will 

be responsible for its resourcing" 

 

 

................................................................. 

Associate College 

 

 

.............................................. 

Date 

 

Revised 14 February 2007 


