
Key Points from the Research 

Detailed narrative interviews studies of the two communities show that people living 
near the power stations are able to use their place-based and biographic experiences 
to arrive at a range of ways of living with risk.   

 
• Familiarisation/normalisation: the risk is for the most part a background 

issue and only enters their awareness when they are faced with proposals 
to change the use of the site on which the power station is built or extend its 
operation. Other risk issues are of higher significance in the context of local 
opinion and people’s values and lives: for example, from other forms of 
‘rural industrialisation’, modern development pressures, threats to valued 
aspects of the local environment or declining standards in local schools. 

 
• Trade-offs between potential harm from the risk and the benefits it can bring. 

These include economic expansion and employment opportunities and also 
such factors as deterring further urban development in the area.  This 
makes the roads safer and protects the countryside. 

 
• Experiential threat: there are some indirect indicates of feelings of anxiety or 

fear.  More important is distrust, expressed as concern about perceived 
mismanagement and lack of consideration shown for local communities by 
the authorities that are responsible for operations and safety at the power 
station, and also from government. 

 
• The combination of methods in the project throws into relief the way 

biography intersects with understandings of risk. 
 
Further research continues. 
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