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The development of global processes and institutions has been the growth of 
regionalism that gives rise to a number of unresolved tensions, notably the 
tension between different geographical/institutional models. Pacific Asia 
reflects the economic dynamism and interdependence of the East Asian 
region and an Asian outlook. Global pressures have required local 
communities to reinvent their cultures in the face of new technologies and 
ways of life. Local community denotes both a physical space and a sensory 
order where concentrations of people engage in complex networks of social 
relations. Many localities become enmeshed in global markets and change 
their styles of work, and to specialize in order to remain competitive. China 
has initiated projects aimed at improving its image and giving the impression 
of being a benign and responsible world power, and has endeavored to use 
media resources and social connections promote China as a peacefully rising 
power and responsible stakeholder in the world community. A state should 
effectively use soft power and presentations of culture to build influence for 
hard power. Promotion of comprehensive cultural contacts and public 
diplomacy in fields such as democracy, human rights, and ecology and the 
behavior of citizens can display the intrinsic difference between Taiwan and 
China. The exploration of the public sphere drawing upon its influence on 
contemporary political developments will add an important dimension to the 
understanding of democratization. In the paper, theme one discusses the 
proposal to open new thinking spaces in peace building through 
intercivilizational dialogue; theme two will touch on the public sphere in so far 
as the political use of space is concerned with competing classes and political 
parties, and on comparative understandings of Asian localities as centers of 
influence both culturally and economically; theme three will investigate the 
uncertain progress towards a risk society, and framework the relevance to 
understanding of how government and business manage and response to risk 
and uncertainty. Tensions between representations of regime power versus 
representations of democratic power over public spaces will also be explored. 
The author presents findings from a new quantitative study(N=1,200) of 
household panel experiences. These themes are brought together into an 
analysis of the contribution to the effectiveness of the civilizational peace 
building approach and the roles of Taiwan and China as arenas for 
competition in the democratic practice. The methods of the study include 
literature review and survey research. 
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