
Risk in Social Sciences 

Peter Taylor-Gooby and Jens O. Zinn 

This book is designed as an introduction to recent social science work on risk and is 
intended primarily for students in sociology, social psychology, and psychology, 
although it will also be useful for those studying political science, government, public 
policy, and economics. It is written by leading experts actively involved in 
research in the field. 
 
The book discusses the basic issues in risk research, paying attention to the 
contributions from different academic disciplines and reviewing debates in the recent 
literature. It also examines work on risk across the main areas of activity, discussing 
recent research and identifying the themes that are currently subject to debate. 
 
Risk in Social Sciences edited by Peter Taylor-Gooby and Jens O. Zinn.  Published by 
Oxford University Press, 0-19-928596-9 (Paperback) 312 pages, £19.99, 0-19-
928595-0 (Hardback) £50.00.  For more information and ordering details please visit: 
http://www.kent.ac.uk/scarr/publications/Risk%20in%20Social%20Science.pdf 

Risk in Social Sciences is an output from the ESRC Research Network on Social 
Contexts of Risk and Uncertainty (SCARR).  For more information about the network, 
pleaser visit: 

www.kent.ac.uk/scarr

 

Social Theories of Risk and Uncertainty 

Jens O. Zinn 

Written by leading experts in the field, Social Theories of Risk and Uncertainty is an 
introduction to mainstream theorizing on risk and uncertainty in sociology.  

• Provides an overview of the historical developments and conceptual aspects of 
risk  

• Identifies why theorizing on risk is necessary and highlights specific 
sociological contributions to this field of research  

• Explores key topics including risk society and reflexive modernization, culture 
and risk, governmentality and risk, systems theory and risk, and edgework and 
voluntary risk taking  

• Offers a comprehensive look at the promises, pitfalls, and perspectives of risk 
theorizing 

Social Theories of Risk and Uncertainty edited by Jens O. Zinn.  Published by 
Blackwells, ISBN: 9781405153362; ISBN10: 1405153369 (Paperback), 264 pp., 
£21.99.  For more information and ordering details, please visit: 
http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/book.asp?ref=9781405153355&site=1. 

http://www.kent.ac.uk/scarr
http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/book.asp?ref=9781405153355&site=1


Social Theories of Risk and Uncertainty is an output from the ESRC Research 
Network on Social Contexts of Risk and Uncertainty (SCARR).  For more 
information about the network, pleaser visit: 

www.kent.ac.uk/scarr
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