
Decolonizing Central Asian International Relations: Central Asia in Post-Colonial Age 
 
Abstract: This presentation aims to address the main narratives used in International Relations to 
depict and explain inter-state relations in the Central Asian (CA) region. On the one hand, CA has 
been one of the Asian regions the most exposed to the changes in modern history brought by 
decolonisation as a result of the collapse of the Soviet Union, the “waves” of US democratisation, 
the retreat and return of the Eurasian ambitions of Russia, and the rise of China and its decolonising 
and neo-colonising agenda, to mention just a few recent developments. On the other hand, the 
theoretical frames used to explain and depict the relations of major actors in CA international 
relations have remained largely limited to rationalist arguments (frequently seen among realists, 
neo-realists, liberalists, neo-liberalists, and scholars using game-theoretic or expected-utility models) 
along the lines of rivalry, domination, spheres of influence, and a rhetoric of “divide and conquer”. 
Therefore, many argue that selfishness (egoism), anarchy, right of the strong, state-centrism, 
materially defined national interests and sacred nature of state sovereignty are the core ideas which 
define the behaviour of small and large states in CA region. What are the major limitations of the 
contemporary theoretical approaches towards the Central Asian region in IR? What are the 
implications of such deficiencies for the discipline of IR and for inter-state relations in the region? 
What are the features of Central Asian IR currently unaccounted for by mainstream theories? These 
are the questions to be discussed in the course of this talk. 
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