Open Access requirements for the REF

Article versions explained
This guide explains the different versions of articles to make sure you upload the right
version of your article to the Kent Academic Repository (KAR) to comply with the new REF
rules. It works with the “Checking journal compliance” guide.
Read this alongside the “Open Access requirements for the REF – summary guide”. If
you’re not sure what any of the terms mean, have a look at the “Open Access glossary”.

Version to use
You need to deposit the author’s final peer-reviewed version of the output, also known as:



Author’s Accepted Manuscript
or Post-print.

This is the version that has been submitted to the publisher after peer review. It includes all
amendments made by the author in line with comments or recommendations. The content,
text and diagrams should be exactly the same as the published version that will appear in
the journal. But it shouldn’t include the publisher’s layout and formatting (over which the
publisher retains copyright).



Make sure you upload your Author Accepted Manuscript without any comments or
text mark up.
If you make any minor changes to the manuscript following acceptance, you should
upload the updated document to KAR.
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The Author’s Accepted Manuscript looks something like this. This is the version you
should upload to KAR:

Version not to use
Unless you have published Gold, do not upload the publisher’s PDF, also known as the
Version of Record. This is the version which will appear on the publisher’s website or within
the print journal. It includes the publisher’s typesetting, fonts, formatting and logo, and
usually also page numbers and bibliographic details.
The Version of Record, or publisher’s PDF, should look something like this:
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What about Pre-prints?
The pre-print is the first version submitted to the publisher or to a subject repository such as
ArXiv. It has not been peer-reviewed and doesn’t include any amendments or revisions.
Although publishers may allow authors to deposit this version in a repository, preprints are
not eligible for inclusion in the REF.

Help and guidance
If you have any questions, please email researchsupport@kent.ac.uk.
See the Open Access pages for more information: search the Kent website for open
access at kent.
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