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Programme Specification  
 

Please note: This specification provides a concise summary of the main features of the programme 
and the learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and 
demonstrate if he/she passes the programme. More detailed information on the learning outcomes, 
content and teaching, learning and assessment methods of each module can be found in the 
programme handbook. The accuracy of the information contained in this specification is reviewed by 
the University and may be checked by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education. 

 

BA (Hons) Philosophy 

(with an Optional Year Abroad) 

 

1. Awarding Institution/Body University of Kent 

2. Teaching Institution University of Kent 

3. School responsible for management 
of the programme 

School of European Culture and Languages 

4. Teaching Site Canterbury  

5. Mode of Delivery Full-time 

Part-time  

6. Programme accredited by N/A 

7. a) Final Award BA (Hons) in Philosophy 

7.   b) Alternative Exit Awards BA (Non-Hons) in Philosophy 

Diploma in Philosophy 

Certificate in Philosophy 

8. Programme Philosophy  

9. UCAS Code (or other code) V500 

10. Credits/ECTS Value 360 Credits (180 ECTS) 

480 Credits (240 ECTS) with a Year Abroad 

11. Study Level Undergraduate 

12. Relevant QAA subject benchmarking 
group(s) 

Philosophy 2015 

13. Date of creation/revision June 2002 / Revised October 2017 

14. Intended Start Date of Delivery of this 
Programme 

September 2018 

 

15. Educational Aims of the Programme 

The programme aims to: 

 Promote the study of philosophy within a strongly multidisciplinary and modular context; 

 Produce graduates with a base of knowledge of some of the main themes and texts of the western 
tradition in philosophy; 
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 Produce graduates equipped with the skills and abilities characteristics of philosophers; 

 Produce graduates equipped with skills and abilities generic to study in the humanities; 

 Enable students to develop more general skills and competences so that they can respond 
positively to the challenges of the workplace or of postgraduate education; 

 Enable students to develop their capacity to learn and to provide opportunities for the development 
of personal, communication, research and other key skills appropriate for graduate employment 
both in industry and in the public sector; 

 Equip students with a range of subject-based critical thinking and communication skills; 

 Produce graduates of value to the region and nationally, in possession of key knowledge and skills, 
with the capacity to learn; 

 Prepare students for employment or further study; 

 Provide learning opportunities that are enjoyable experiences, involve realistic workloads, based 
within a research-led framework and offer appropriate support for students from a diverse range of 
backgrounds; 

 Provide high quality teaching in supportive environments with appropriately qualified and trained 
staff. 

 

16 Programme Outcomes 

The programme provides opportunities for students to develop and demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding, qualities, skills and other attributes in the following areas.  

The programme outcomes have references to the subject benchmarking statement for Philosophy  

 

A. Knowledge and Understanding of: 

1. The ideas and arguments of some of the major philosophers in the history of the subject, 
encountered in their own writings, from the ancient Greek philosophers to the present day 
(SB4.2); 

2. Central theories and arguments in the epistemology, and philosophy of mind, including such 
topics as existence, truth, certainty, meaning, causality, free will, and the relation of mind and 
body (SB4.2); 

3. Central theories and arguments in the fields of moral, political and social philosophy, including 
such topics as nature of judgements about right and wrong, human rights, duties and 
obligations, the relation between the individual and society, freedom, and justice (SB4.2); 

4. The relevance of philosophical ideas to other disciplines and areas of enquiry such as 
literature, the arts, religion, law, politics, and social studies (SB4.2). 

 

Skills and Other Attributes 

B. Intellectual Skills: 

1. Listening attentively to complex presentations (SB4.7); 
2. Reading carefully a variety of technical and non-technical material (SB4.7); 
3. Using libraries effectively (SB4.7); 
4. Reflecting clearly and critically on oral and written sources, using powers of analysis and 

imagination (SB4.7); 
5. Marshalling a complex body of information (SB4.7); 
6. Remembering relevant material and bringing it to mind when needed (SB4.7); 
7. Constructing cogent arguments in the evaluation of this material (SB4.7); 
8. Formulating independent ideas and defending them with cogent arguments (SB4.7). 

 

C. Subject-specific Skills: 
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1. Articulacy in identifying underlying issues in philosophical debates (SB4.7); 
2. Precision of thought and expression in the analysis and formulation of complex and 

controversial philosophical problems (SB4.7); 
3. Sensitivity in the interpretation of philosophical texts drawn from a variety of historical periods 

(SB4.7); 
4. Clarity and rigour in the critical assessment of arguments presented in such texts (SB4.7); 
5. Ability to use and criticise specialised philosophical terminology (SB4.7); 
6. Ability to abstract, analyse and construct sound arguments and to identify logical fallacies 

(SB4.7); 
7. Ability to recognise methodological errors, rhetorical devices, unexamined conventional 

wisdom, unnoticed assumptions, vagueness and superficiality (SB4.7); 
8. Ability to move between generalisation and appropriately detailed discussion, inventing or 

discovering examples to support or challenge a position, and distinguishing between relevant 
and irrelevant considerations (SB4.7); 

9. Ability to consider unfamiliar ideas and ways of thinking, and to examine critically 
presuppositions and methods within philosophy itself (SB4.7); 

10. Ability to have a breadth of view by crossing traditional subject boundaries, examining the 
limitations and virtues of other disciplines and practices, and recognising philosophical 
doctrines in unfamiliar places (SB4.7); 

11. Ability to consider unfamiliar ideas and ways of thinking, and to examine critically 
presuppositions and methods within philosophy itself (SB4.7). 

 

D. Transferable Skills: 

1. A proficiency in information technology (digital literacy, email, the Internet) (SB4.8); 
2. Informational literacy, using online resources and electronic databases to access relevant 

material (SB4.8); 
3. The ability to motivate oneself (SB4.9); 
4. The ability to work autonomously (SB4.9); 
5. The general management of one's own work to time limits (SB4.9); 
6. A flexible and adaptable mind able to face new situations (SB4.9); 
7. The ability to think creatively, self-critically and independently (SB4.9). 

 

Teaching/learning and assessment methods and strategies used to enable outcomes to be 
achieved and demonstrated 

A range of teaching and learning methods promote the acquisition of knowledge and understanding, 
which are in accordance with philosophy benchmark standards. This includes lectures, seminars 
(including those in which students are responsible in turn for introducing topics); interactive ‘classroom’ 
sessions (which blur the distinction between lectures and seminars); courses of guided reading 
coupled with discussion with a supervisor; the writing of an extended essay or of a substantial 
dissertation (under a greater or lesser degree of supervision); internet forum discussions; a mentorship 
(student-paired) study programme or other forms of group work; and individual study. 

Knowledge and understanding are assessed continuously in the terms in which the modules are taken, 
or in resit examinations by coursework in the summer vacation. The components of continuous 
assessment include take-home essays and in-class assignments.  The latter includes quizzes; short 
essays; on-line, multiple-choice quizzes; group presentations; and contributions to on-line 
discussions, project or portfolio work, and self-reflections. 

Students are given guidance on independent study including preparatory reading for classes and 
seminars, and the writing of essays and other types of assignments.  Students are provided with 
detailed comments on their written work or extensive in-class discussion on quizzes and other forms 
of assessment. There is also the opportunity for individual discussion of work. If students elect to do 
a dissertation or extended essay, they will have the opportunity to do an extended piece of 
independent work for which they will be given more intensive supervision. 
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Teaching, learning and assessment methods will embed inclusive practices by: maximising electronic 
resources (e.g. provision of notes and some reading material via the VLE); making primary documents 
easy to navigate and understand (e.g. using School templates for Moodle); providing accessible, 
alternative media when appropriate to the content or delivery of a module; and maintaining 
transparency with respect to marks and feedback as they link to marking criteria. 

 

For more information on the skills developed by individual modules and on the specific learning 
outcomes associated with any Certificate, Diploma or BA non-honours awards relating to this 
programme of study, see the module-mapping table, located at the end of this specification.  
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17 Programme Structures and Requirements, Levels, Modules, Credits and Awards 

This programme is studied over three years full-time or six years part-time. For students including an 
optional year abroad the programme is only available full-time over four years. 

The programme is divided into three stages, each stage comprising modules to a total of 120 credits. 
Students must successfully complete each module in order to be awarded the specified number of 
credits for that module.  One credit corresponds to approximately ten hours of 'learning time' 
(including all classes and all private study and research).  Thus obtaining 120 credits in an academic 
year requires 1,200 hours of overall learning time. For further information on modules and credits 
refer to the Credit Framework at http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/credit-framework/creditinfo.html  

Each module and programme is designed to be taken at a specific level.  For the descriptors of each 
of these levels, refer to Annex 2 of the Credit Framework at http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/credit-
framework/creditinfoannex2.html.  To be eligible for the award of an honours degree students must 
obtain 360 credits, at least 210 of which must be at Level 5 or above, including at least 90 credits at 
level 6 or above at Stage 3. 

This programme may also be studied with a Year Abroad over four years. The Year Abroad will be 
assessed on a pass/fail basis. For further details of Humanities programmes ‘with Year Abroad’, 
please see relevant Programme Specifications on Faculty webpages. 

Students successfully completing Stage 1 of the programme and meeting credit framework 
requirements who do not successfully complete Stage 2 will be eligible for the award of the Certificate 
in Philosophy.  Students successfully completing Stage 1 and Stage 2 of the programme and meeting 
Credit Framework requirements who do not successfully complete Stage 3 will be eligible for the 
award of the Diploma in Philosophy.  Students successfully completing Stage 2 of the programme 
and achieving 300 credits overall including at least 60 credits at level 6 or above in Stage 3 and 
meeting Credit Framework requirements will be eligible for the award of a BA non-honours degree. 

Students successfully completing Stage 2 and the year abroad, and meeting credit framework 
requirements, will be eligible for the award of the Diploma with a Year Abroad. 

 

For further information, refer to the Credit Framework at https://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/credit-
framework/creditinfoannex5.html.  

 

Compulsory modules are core to the programme and must be taken by all students studying the 
programme.  Compulsory modules cannot be trailed, condoned or compensated.  Optional modules 
provide a choice of subject areas, from which students will select a stated number of modules.  

Where a student fails a module(s) due to illness or other mitigating circumstances, such failure may 
be condoned, subject to the requirements of the Credit Framework and provided that the student has 
achieved the programme learning outcomes. For further information, refer to the Credit Framework 
at http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/credit-framework/creditinfo.html.  

 

Where a student fails a module(s), but has marks for such modules within 10 percentage points of 
the pass mark, the Board of Examiners may nevertheless award the credits for the module(s), subject 
to the requirements of the Credit Framework and provided that the student has achieved the 
programme learning outcomes.  For further information, refer to the Credit Framework.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/credit-framework/creditinfo.html
http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/credit-framework/creditinfoannex2.html
http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/credit-framework/creditinfoannex2.html
https://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/credit-framework/creditinfoannex5.html
https://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/credit-framework/creditinfoannex5.html
http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/credit-framework/creditinfo.html
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KV Code Code Title Level Credits Term(s) 

Stage 1 

Compulsory Modules 

PHIL3020 PL302 
Introduction to Philosophy: 
Knowledge and Metaphysics 

4 15 Autumn 

PHIL3030 PL303 Introduction to Philosophy: Ethics 4 15 
Autumn or 

Spring 

PHIL3100 PL310 
Introduction to Philosophy: Logic 
and Reasoning 

4 15 
Autumn or 

Spring 

PHIL3150 PL315 Philosophical Reading and Writing 4 15 Autumn 

Optional Modules Students must select at least one of the following modules: 

PHIL3000 PL300 Politics, Rights and Applied Ethics 4 15 
Autumn or 

Spring 

PHIL3050 PL305 Existentialism 4 15 Spring 

Stage 2 

Optional Modules Students must select at least 90 credits from the list of optional modules 
available. The remaining 30 credits may be selected from the list of optional modules, or the list of 
wild modules available. The full list of options is available from the programme leader. Students will 
be guided to select modules that provide for a balanced workload across the terms. 

Stage 3 

Optional Modules Students must select at least 90 credits from the list of optional modules 
available. The remaining 30 credits may be selected from the list of optional modules, or the list of 
wild modules available. The full list of options is available from the programme leader. Students will 
be guided to select modules that provide for a balanced workload across the terms. 

 

18 Work-Based Learning 

This Programme does not include any work based learning 

 

19 Support for Students and their Learning 

 School and University induction programme 

 Programme/module handbooks 

 Library services http://www.kent.ac.uk/library/  

 Student Support http://www.kent.ac.uk/studentsupport/                     

 Student Wellbeing www.kent.ac.uk/studentwellbeing/  

 Centre for English and World Languages http://www.kent.ac.uk/cewl/index.html  

 Student Learning Advisory Service http://www.kent.ac.uk/uelt/about/slas.html  

 PASS system https://www.kent.ac.uk/uelt/quality/code2001/annexg.html  

 Academic Adviser system  

 Kent Union www.kentunion.co.uk/  

 Careers and Employability Services www.kent.ac.uk/ces/  

http://www.kent.ac.uk/library/
http://www.kent.ac.uk/studentsupport/
http://www.kent.ac.uk/studentwellbeing/
http://www.kent.ac.uk/cewl/index.html
http://www.kent.ac.uk/uelt/about/slas.html
https://www.kent.ac.uk/uelt/quality/code2001/annexg.html
http://www.kentunion.co.uk/
http://www.kent.ac.uk/ces/
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 Counselling Service www.kent.ac.uk/counselling/  

 Information Services (computing and library services) www.kent.ac.uk/is/  

 Undergraduate student representation at School, Faculty and Institutional levels 

 International Recruitment Office https://www.kent.ac.uk/internationalstudent/; International 
Partnerships Office https://www.kent.ac.uk/global/partnerships/  

 Medical Centre www.kent.ac.uk/counselling/menu/Medical-Centre.html  

 

20 Entry Profile 

The minimum age to study a degree programme at the university is normally at least 17 years old by 
20 September in the year the programme begins. There is no upper age limit. 

20.1 Entry Route 

For fuller information, please refer to the University prospectus 

 A levels and AS levels: 

ABB at A Level 

 Access programmes: 

Access to HE applicants will be considered on an individual basis. If an offer is made applicants 
will be required to obtain/pass the overall Access to Higher Education Diploma and may also be 
required to obtain a proportion of the total level 3 credits in particular subjects at merit grade or 
above.  

 International Baccalaureate: 

34 points overall or 16 points at Higher Level 

 BTEC National Certificates/Diplomas: 

DDM overall. 

 Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL): 

We shall consider any evidence prospective students have of previous study and their ability to 
follow their proposed programme in Philosophy. 

 International Applicants: 

International applicants must achieve the equivalent of ABB at A level in their relevant 
qualification. They must also provide evidence of proficiency in English, such as an overall 
average of 6.5 in the IELTS test with a minimum 6.0 in reading and writing. 

20.2 What does this programme have to offer? 

 Philosophy at Kent offers highly flexible study opportunity for all students after their first year, 
insofar as they choose their own pathway of study.   

 Student engagement is ‘embedded’ across all levels of study.  This allows students of stages 2, 
3, MA, PhD, as well as members of staff to participate in events together.  These include a number 
of mixed modules, reading groups, and talks (which are also promoted to first year students). This 
strategy, together with a cross-year mentorship scheme, promotes progression within 
undergraduate stages and from undergraduate to postgraduate work.   

 Popular lecture series, which includes speakers chosen from the undergraduate population.  We 
host several social events per term to which undergraduates are especially invited. 

20.3 Personal Profile 

Students should: 

 Have an enquiring mind and a willingness to question assumptions; 

 Enjoy thinking for themselves and arguing for their own ideas; 

 Enjoy debating with others; 

http://www.kent.ac.uk/counselling/
http://www.kent.ac.uk/is/
https://www.kent.ac.uk/internationalstudent/
https://www.kent.ac.uk/global/partnerships/
http://www.kent.ac.uk/counselling/menu/Medical-Centre.html
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 Be open-minded and flexible, willing to criticise their own ideas and accept criticism from others; 

 Be able to analyse ideas carefully and argue logically. 

 

21  Methods for Evaluating and Enhancing the Quality and Standards of Teaching and 
Learning 

21.1 Mechanisms for review and evaluation of teaching, learning, assessment, the 
curriculum and outcome standards 

 Student module evaluations   

 Annual programme and module monitoring reports, see 
http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/taught/annexe.html  

 External Examiners system, see http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/taught/annexk.html  

 Periodic programme review, see http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/taught/annexf.html  

 Annual staff appraisal 

 Peer observation 

 Quality Assurance Framework, see http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/index.html  

 QAA Higher Education Review, see http://www.qaa.ac.uk/InstitutionReports/types-of-
review/higher-education-review/Pages/default.aspx   

21.2 Committees with responsibility for monitoring and evaluating quality and standards 

 Staff-Student Liaison Committee 

 School Education Committee 

 Faculty Education Committee 

 Faculty Board 

 Education Board 

 Board of Examiners 

21.3 Mechanisms for gaining student feedback on the quality of teaching and their learning 
experience 

 Student module evaluations 

 Staff-Student Liaison Committee 

 Student rep system (School, Faculty and Institutional level) 

 Annual NSS 

21.4 Staff Development priorities include: 

 PGCHE requirements 

 HEA (associate) fellowship membership 

 Annual appraisals 

 Institutional Level Staff Development Programme 

 Academic Practice Provision (PGCHE, ATAP and other development opportunities)  

 Professional body membership and requirements 

 Programme team meetings 

 Research seminars 

 Conferences 

 Study leave 

http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/taught/annexe.html
http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/taught/annexk.html
http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/taught/annexf.html
http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/index.html
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/InstitutionReports/types-of-review/higher-education-review/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/InstitutionReports/types-of-review/higher-education-review/Pages/default.aspx
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 Equality, Diversity and Inclusivity (EDI) awareness 

 

22 Indicators of Quality and Standards 

 Results of periodic programme review – March 2017 

 QAA Higher Education Review 2015 

 Annual External Examiner reports 

 Annual programme and module monitoring reports 

 Teaching Excellence Framework 

22.1 The following reference points were used in creating these specifications: 

 QAA UK Quality Code for Higher Education 

 QAA Benchmarking statement for Philosophy (2015) 

 School and Faculty plan  

 University Plan/Learning and Teaching Strategy 

 Staff research activities  

 Kent Inclusive Practices (https://www.kent.ac.uk/studentsupport/accessibility/inclusive-
practice.html) 

 

23 Inclusive Programme Design  

The School recognises and has embedded the expectations of current equality legislation, by 
ensuring that the programme is as accessible as possible by design. Additional alternative 
arrangements for students with Inclusive Learning Plans (ILPs)/declared disabilities will be made 
on an individual basis, in consultation with the relevant policies and support services. 

 

template last updated August 2017 

https://www.kent.ac.uk/studentsupport/accessibility/inclusive-practice.html
https://www.kent.ac.uk/studentsupport/accessibility/inclusive-practice.html
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BA Philosophy 
 

 Stage 1 
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Programme Learning outcomes 
Knowledge and Understanding: 

A1 x x x x x x 

A2  x x x x x 

A3 x x x x x x 

A4 x x x x  x 

Intellectual Skills: 

B1 x x x x x x 

B2 x x x x x x 

B3 x x x x x x 

B4 x x x x x x 

B5 x x x x x x 

B6 x x x x x x 

B7 x x x x x x 

B8 x x x x x x 

Subject-specific Skills: 

C1 x x x x x x 

C2 x x x x x x 

C3 x x x x  x 

C4 x x x x x x 

C5 x x x x x x 

C6 x x x x x x 

C7 x x x x x x 

C8 x x x x x x 

C9 x x x x x x 

C10 x x x x x x 

C11 x x x x x x 

Transferable Skills: 

D1 x x x x x x 

D2 x x x x x x 

D3 x x x x x x 

D4 x x x x x x 

D5 x x x x x x 

D6 x x x x x x 

D7 x x x x x x 

 

 

Note: Combinations of Compulsory and Optional modules will allow for students to 
achieve all the learning outcomes for the programme. 


