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1	Proposals for new programmes should contain:
1.1 	Award and Title
	PhD in French (with MPhil and MA-R Fallback awards)

1.2 	Length and Mode of Registration
	Full-Time (three to four years)
	Part-Time (five to six years)

1.3 	Entry Requirements
A good Upper Second Class Honours Degree or First from a UK University (or equivalent) in an appropriate subject and a good Upper Second Class or Distinction in an MA programme from a UK University (or equivalent). CEFR Level 2 of French.

1.4	Campus
	Canterbury and Paris

1.5 	Anticipated Total Student Registrations
	Three or more.

1.6 	Programme Management
School responsible for management of the programme: SECL
The management of the programme will be overseen by the School Director of Graduate Studies with responsibility for research programmes of study, the Director of Postgraduate Studies in French and the School Graduate Studies Committee. The management of the programme will also be reviewed at Faculty and Institutional levels by the Faculty Graduate Studies Committee and the Graduate School Board as outlined in the University’s Code of Practice for the Quality Assurance for Research Programmes of Study (see: 
http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/index.html?tab=research-programmes). 
1.7 	Proposed Start Date
	September 2016.
1.8 	Opportunity and Need
This PhD programme in French is a variation on the current (highly successful) PhD programme in French (already conducted at the Canterbury campus) and will give students the opportunity to spend one year at the University’s Paris centre. The programme is designed to strengthen SECL’s commitment to the University’s European centre in Paris, to increase PGR recruitment for the School and the University, to increase the recruitment of overseas students, and to contribute to the enhancement of the University’s international standing.

French continues to attract research students from outside institutions as well as from our own undergraduate and MA degree programmes, maintaining a vibrant postgraduate research culture. The PhD in French Studies covers modern French literature; linguistics; literary theory; visual art (including cinema); and Francophone studies. French has research-active staff members in all relevant areas. 

The significant advantage of this programme is that it will enable doctoral students in French to benefit both from the library resources available to University of Kent students via the University’s Paris centre, as well as from a range of networking opportunities in Paris. The increase in the number of PGT students registering for the MA in Modern French Studies/MA in French and Comparative Literature (Paris options) over the past five years is indicative of the market for PG study in Paris in this area. In addition, Paris is a multi-lingual and multi-cultural environment, a world centre for translation, and a seminal site in the history of modernism and literary theory.

1.9 	Aims and Objectives (including assessment criteria)
Students will:
· Conduct a substantial piece of original research and produce a thesis that contributes to knowledge in the chosen field with an expectation of scholarly publication.
· Contribute to knowledge within and occasionally beyond the Humanities with an eye towards knowledge transfer.
· Learn archival and other relevant research skills and be able to reproduce them for pedagogical purposes.
· Learn to contextualise their ideas within wider fields of knowledge and to test their ideas and the ideas of others.
· Make appropriate use of research resources in Paris. 

	The University’s assessment criteria for research programmes of study are outlined in Section 8.4 of the Regulations for Research Programmes of Study at: http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/regulations/research/regs_research.html 

1.10  	Programme Outline
	Students will undertake individual research, together with research training provided by the Centre for Modern European Literature, the School of European Culture and Languages, and the University’s Graduate School. Students will also benefit from the research seminar series run by the Centre for Modern European Literature, which includes speakers from Kent and from other UK and international institutions.
Students registered on this programme will spend one year at the University’s Paris centre; this will normally be during their second year of study. For the other two years of study, they will undertake their studies at the Canterbury campus. The supervision process will be as follows: for the two years at the Canterbury campus, supervision will be identical to that for the existing PhD in French; for the year in Paris, the primary supervisor will visit the student at the Paris centre for in-person supervisory sessions, and these will be supplemented as necessary by Skype meetings. In all other respects, the structure of the programme will be identical to that of the current Canterbury version of the PhD in French.
1.10a 	Details of the research training that the student will be expected to complete:
School level
All students will receive initial guidance on how and where to identify and use material available in the library, archive centres (where appropriate), and online. All students will also be expected to deliver a research paper in the Centre for Modern European Literature Postgraduate Training Seminar. 

Institutional level
All new PhD students are required to undertake a researcher development assessment, including attendance at a compulsory introductory researcher development assessment workshop (part of the Graduate School’s Researcher Development Programme). The completion of the assessment is a requirement for successful completion of the probation review.

1.10b 	Details of other courses students may benefit from:
School level (whilst based in Canterbury)
· Specialist Language tuition may also be available to suit specific student research needs.
Institutional level (whilst based in Canterbury)
· Graduate School’s Researcher Development Programme (including online training provision), www.kent.ac.uk/graduateschool/skills/programmes/tstindex.html 
· Student Learning Advisory Service provision, http://www.kent.ac.uk/uelt/about/slas.html 
· Information Services (Library and Computing Services), www.kent.ac.uk/is/ 

1.10c  Details of progression milestones that the student will need to reach and successfully pass:
Students will be subject to the progression milestones as outlined in Annex K (Progression and Examination) of the Research Code of Practice, http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/research/annexknew.html). 
		
1.10d	Details of the assessment method:
Students will produce an original piece of research, written to a potentially publishable standard in English or French.
The length of research degree theses are outlined in the Instructions to Candidates for the Examination of Research Degrees at: http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/regulations/research/pgdipresc.html. 
	The final assessment of the PhD will include a Viva Voce examination, during which the candidate will be expected to expound upon the new knowledge that their contribution to scholarship contains.
	
1.11  	Chairs of Supervisory Teams
All students will have a supervisory team as required by Annex H (Supervision of the Code of Practice for Research Programmes of Study). 
The current List of Supervisory Chairs is:
Dr Patricia Baker, Professor Jeremy Carrette, Dr James Fowler, Dr David Hornsby, Dr Simon Kirchin, Professor Peter Read, Dr Montserrat Rose-I-Puig, Dr Ellen Swift, Dr Shane Weller, Professor Jon Williamson, Dr Steven Willis, Dr Anna Schaffner, Dr T Baldwin, Professor Ray Laurence, Dr Csaba  La’Da, Dr Ben Hutchinson, Dr Antonio Lazaro-Reboll, Professor Nuria Triana-Toribio, Professor Amalia Arvaniti, Dr Anne Alwis, Professor Yvonne Sherwood, Dr Chris Deacy, Professor Gordon Lynch and Dr David Corfield.
Members of staff in French are able to supervise work in the following areas: French literature 1700-present; word and image studies, Francophone literature; gender studies, surrealism, theatre, translation studies, language and linguistics, literary theory; philosophy; psychoanalysis. All supervisors have appropriate credentials (higher degrees and scholarly publications).
1.12	Research Environment
The French Department at the University of Kent forms part of the School of European Culture and Languages (SECL) within the Faculty of Humanities. The School is a cohesive multi-disciplinary community that encourages debate, mutual support and collaboration between colleagues. French gives priority to developing original and rigorous research projects focused upon literature, thought and culture produced across the French-speaking world. Staff research activities range from individual projects to collaborative enterprises, and the department enjoys productive relationships with other disciplines within SECL, notably Comparative Literature and the other modern languages, as well as with the School of English and the School of Arts. SECL hosts a number of research centres; of particular relevance to research students in French is the Centre for Modern European Literature, which organizes regular research events, including lectures and seminars (with both internal and external speakers), a reading group, workshops, and conferences. Research students are also invited to give papers on their own work. Research students are also invited to give papers on their own work.

Additional support for research students includes the following:

· The Templeman Library has a broad range of holdings, including special collections, electronic journal and database resources, and carrels for postgraduates.
· Research students have their own dedicated space with desks, computers and printing facilities.
· The School’s Director of Graduate Studies administers a postgraduate fund to support conference attendance and research trips and to cover other research expenses.

During the year in Paris, students will also be able to benefit from the facilities at the University’s Paris centre and the range of library entitlements attached to that centre, 
as well as a range of other research institutions located in Paris, together with various galleries and cinemas in central Paris. These include the principal research library in France, the Bibliothèque Nationale de France, as well as the American Library in Paris, the Bibliothèque Sainte-Geneviève, the Bibliothèque du Centre Pompidou, the Bibliothèque de l’École Normale Supérieure, the Bibliothèque de l’Université Paris 8 Saint-Denis, the Bibliothèque de l’Université Paris 10 Nanterre Paris-Ouest, the Bibliothèque de la Cinémathèque française, and the Bibliothèque des Archives de Paris. Important galleries of relevance to research students in Comparative Literature are the Louvre, the Centre Georges Pompidou, the Musée d’Orsay, and the Musée Rodin. In addition, students can benefit from proximity to the major literary archive in France: IMEC (Institut Mémoires de l’édition contemporaine – the Institute for Contemporary Publishing Archives).

Students will also have the opportunity to participate in the range of research events organized at the Paris centre, including guest lectures, research seminars, and conferences, at partner institutions in Paris, which currently include the École normale supérieure and the Université de Paris (Paris III, IV and X, among others), and from the close links between the Paris centre and Columbia University.

1.13 	Student Support and Guidance
	School level support services
Each student is allocated a primary and a secondary supervisor or two co-supervisors. Supervisors are expected to offer guidance to students with regard to services offered by the School of European Culture and Languages as well as central university resources available to all students. Students are monitored annually via a progress report sent to both students and supervisors. These reports outline progress made and expected, and indicate potential difficulties. These reports are scrutinized by the School’s Director of Graduate Studies, who also advises postgraduates at their request, and provides continuity in the event of departure of staff or breakdown in supervisory relationships.

The SECL Student Support team provides pastoral support for students who are experiencing long- or short-term personal or medical difficulties.

The supervisors have overall responsibility for student progression through the programme and acts as their personal tutor.  Normally based in Canterbury, the supervisors are supported by the Paris Centre’s Academic Director and when students are in Paris, it is the primary supervisor who should be the first port of call for academic concerns.  Students are expected to maintain contact with their academic school and their supervisors and to arrange individual supervisory meetings with their supervisors at least once a month.  Additional support is provided by each school’s Student Support Officer. 

As well as being able to call upon the full online resources of the University of Kent, Paris-based students have access to all the resources and facilities of Reid Hall as well as those of our partner libraries.  Each year the students elect student officers to form the Paris Postgraduate Student Union. These officers take on a number of roles related to academic and extracurricular activities and meet with staff representatives at least once a term.  Disability, language, wellbeing, learning and library support is delivered either remotely from the UK or sourced locally.

	Institutional level support services
· Student Support http://www.kent.ac.uk/studentsupport/                    
· Student Wellbeing www.kent.ac.uk/studentwellbeing/ 
· Student Learning Advisory Service http://www.kent.ac.uk/uelt/about/slas.html 
· Counselling Service www.kent.ac.uk/counselling/ 
· Kent Union www.kentunion.co.uk/ 
· Graduate Student Association (GSA) www.kent.ac.uk/graduateschool/community/woolf.html 
· Graduate School (Provision of (i) Researcher Development Programme (workshops and on-line courses) (ii) institutional level induction and (iii) student-led initiatives such as social events, conferences and workshops www.kent.ac.uk/graduateschool/index.html 
· Information Services (computing and library services) www.kent.ac.uk/is/ 
· Postgraduate student representation at School, Faculty and Institutional levels
· Centre for English and World Languages www.kent.ac.uk/cewl/index.html 
· Careers and Employability Services www.kent.ac.uk/ces/ 
· International Development Office www.kent.ac.uk/international/ 
· Medical Centre www.kent.ac.uk/counselling/menu/Medical-Centre.html

1.14 	School Quality Assurance and Enhancement
· The programme will be overseen by the School Director of Graduate Studies with responsibility for research programmes of study and the School Graduate Studies Committee.
· Student feedback will be obtained from Staff-Student Liaison Committees, Postgraduate Student Representation on school-level committees and the Postgraduate Research Experience Survey.
· The programme will be reviewed via the annual programme monitoring process and the periodic programme review process.

1.15 	School Resource Implications
There are no new resource implications.

1.16  	Professional Accreditation
	Accreditation is administered by the University of Kent’s Humanities Faculty Graduate Studies Committee.
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