Code of Practice for Quality Assurance (Research Students): Approval of [New] Research Programmes

PhD in German and Comparative Literature
PRIVATE


1.1 
Award and Title


PhD in German and Comparative Literature
1.2
Length and Mode of Registration


F/T 3-4 years

PT 5-6 years 

1.3 
Entry Requirements

A good Upper Second Class Honours Degree or First from a British University (or equivalent) in an appropriate subject and a good Upper Second Class or Distinction in an MA programme from a British University (or equivalent). Good reading knowledge of German and other languages as appropriate.
1.4 
Anticipated Total Student Registrations


3-10
1.5 
Programme Management

The Head of German and the School of European Culture and Languages’ Graduate Studies Committee.
1.6 
Proposed Start Date


September 2012 (separate PhD programmes in German and Comparative Literature are already in existence)
1.7 
Opportunity and Need

In recent years, German has increasingly attracted research students (from outside institutions as well as from our own undergraduate and taught MA degree programmes) who want to write on German literature within a broader comparative context. In particular, the founding of the MA in Modern German and Comparative Literature (in 2008) has meant that it is natural for students to want to continue researching at PhD level on German literature from a comparative perspective, and a vibrant research culture for this is provided by the Centre for Modern European Literature (co-directed by the department of German). German has been increasingly establishing itself at the heart of comparative research within SECL, and has research-active faculty working across German, French, English and Italian literature. The Department of German is also currently co-organizing the first-ever graduate school for UK doctoral students in the German National Literature Archive, and it is striking that many of these students are undertaking comparative research. It is thus important that students wishing to pursue this kind of research are able do this under the aegis of the Department of German, otherwise Kent risks missing out on ambitious, high-quality students.
1.8 
Aims and Objectives

Students will:

* Conduct a substantial piece of original research and produce a thesis that contributes to knowledge in the chosen field with an expectation of scholarly publication.

* Contribute to knowledge within and occasionally beyond the Humanities with an eye towards knowledge transfer.

* Learn archival and other relevant research skills and be able to reproduce them for pedagogical purposes.

* Learn to contextualise their ideas on German-language literature within wider fields of knowledge and to test their ideas and the ideas of others.
1.9  
Programme Outline

1.9a   All students will receive initial guidance on how and where to identify and use material available in the library, archive centres (where appropriate), and online.  Faculty of Humanities research methodology training sessions are also available. The Researcher Development Framework is also available as a support tool to for students’ personal, professional and career development.
1.9b 
Students may also benefit from IT training, which will be available. There will be access to data gathering devices (e.g. video cameras and sound recorders) via AVS. 

1.9c  
Student progression through the PhD is as outlined in Annex K of the Code of Practice for Research Programmes of Study
1.9d
Students will produce:

* An original piece of research of up to 100,000 words, written to a potentially publishable standard in English or German.


* The final assessment of the PhD will be by Viva Voce examination, during which the candidate will be expected to expound upon the new knowledge that their contribution to scholarship contains.

1.9e
Specialist Language tuition may also be available to suit specific student research needs.
1.10  
Approved Supervisors

There is a critical mass of research-active staff in German and Comparative Literature to supervise MA/MPhil and PhD candidates across the fields of modern Germanic and European literature. All supervisors have appropriate credentials (higher degrees and scholarly publications).
Applicable Supervisory Chairs:

Professor Ben Hutchinson

Dr Anna Katharina Schaffner

Professor Shane Weller
1.11 
Research Environment

German at Kent has a thriving and rapidly expanding research culture, which benefits significantly from the broader European context in which it is housed. German staff at Kent publish regularly in leading books and journals, and provision is made for regular research leave in order to support this work. German staff will be expected to make a significant contribution to the REF2014 Modern Languages and Linguistics submission.

German at Kent has particularly close links with both the Deutsches Literaturarchiv in Marbach, and the Austrian Literary Archives in Vienna, and is co-organizing the Graduate School ‘Theories and Practices of the Archive’ in Marbach.
In recent years, German at Kent has also co-organized numerous international conferences, including ‘Jean Améry: Literatur zwischen Erinnerung, Politik und Selbstsuche’ (held at the DLA Marbach, 2009), ‘“The Plastic Expression the Fruitful Sphere”: European Poets and Sculptors in the 20th Century’ (held at the Henry Moore Institute, Leeds, 2009), the British Comparative Literature Association XIIth International Conference ‘Archive’ (held at the University of Kent, 2010), and ‘Cultures at War: Austria-Hungary 1914-1918, 13-15 April 2011’ (held in Oxford, 2011). Staff in German currently direct or co-direct two of the six research Centres currently housed within the School of European Culture and Languages; these Centres organize regular lectures by visiting speakers, as well as a series of postgraduate research seminars and postgraduate training sessions. German has also recently benefitted from acquiring significant research funding, including a prestigious Phillip Leverhulme Prize.
1.12 
Student Support and Guidance

Each student is allocated a primary and a secondary supervisor or two co-supervisors. Supervisors are expected to offer guidance to students with regard to services offered by the School of European Culture and Languages as well as central university resources available to all students. Students are monitored annually via a progress report sent to both students and supervisors. These reports outline progress made and expected, and indicate potential difficulties. These reports are scrutinized by the Director of Graduate Studies, who also advises postgraduates at their request, and provides continuity in the event of departure of staff or breakdown in supervisory relationships.
1.13 
Departmental Quality Assurance and Enhancement

Students are able to give feedback via their progress reports and by contacting the Director of Graduate Studies. Postgraduate students in the School also elect a representative to attend School and Faculty committee meetings. Standard procedures for student complaints are followed. Staff and students are encouraged to attend training sessions at which their skills can be enhanced.
1.14 
Departmental Resource Implications

There are no new implications since this is based on existing programmes.
1.15  
Professional Accreditation

Not applicable.
PhD German

