UNIVERSITY OF KENT


Annex C: Programme Specifications Template

	Please note: This specification provides a concise summary of the main features of the programme and the learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if he/she passes the programme. More detailed information on the learning outcomes, content and teaching, learning and assessment methods of each module can be found in the programme handbook. The accuracy of the information contained in this specification is reviewed by the University and may be checked by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education.


	Degree and Programme Title


	1. Awarding Institution/Body
	University of Kent at Canterbury

	2. Teaching Institution
	University of Kent at Canterbury

	3. Teaching Site
	Canterbury campus

	4. Programme accredited by
	

	5. Final Award
	BA (Hons)

	6. Programme
	English and American Literature with an Approved Year Abroad

	7. UCAS Code (or other code)
	Q301

	8. Relevant QAA subject benchmarking group(s)
	English

	9. Date of production/revision
	May 2011

	10. Applicable cohort(s)
	2012 entry onwards


	11. Educational Aims of the Programme
The programme aims to:

	1. introduce you to a wide range of literatures, particularly British and American, from Chaucer to the present day, and encourage you to identify and develop your own interests and expertise in fields of literary study

2. enable you to develop an historical awareness of literary traditions

3. develop your understanding and critical appreciation of the expressive resources of language

4. offer opportunities for you to develop your potential for creative writing

5. offer generous scope for the study of literature within an interdisciplinary context

6. enable you to follow a particular pathway within the context of English and American literary study

7. develop your ability to argue a point of view with clarity and cogency, both orally and in written form

8. develop your ability to assimilate and organise a mass of diverse information

9. offer you the experience of a variety of teaching styles and approaches to the study of literature

10. develop your independent critical thinking and judgement 

11. provide a basis for the study of English or related disciplines at a higher level

12. provide a basis in knowledge and skills for those intending to teach English literature, including a broad frame of cultural reference

13. provide the opportunity to experience another culture’s approaches to English and American Literature

14. if studying in continental Europe, to develop the ability to communicate in another language, in part through the provision of language modules at the host University




	12. Programme Outcomes
The programme provides opportunities for students to develop and demonstrate knowledge and understanding, qualities, skills and other attributes in the following areas. The programme outcomes have references to the subject benchmarking statement for English.

	Knowledge and Understanding
	Teaching/learning and assessment methods and strategies used to enable outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated

	A. Knowledge and Understanding of:
	Teaching/learning

	1. a wide range of authors and texts from different periods of literary history, from 1350 to the present day, in both British and American literature 
	1-hour lectures given by a stimulating diversity of teachers. 1½-2 hour seminars with groups of no more than 16 students with group or individual presentations by students; consultation hours for discussion of essays, etc. Lectures and seminars develop efficiency in absorbing and ordering information; seminars provide experience of structured group work, show how to develop critical debate, and enhance individual skills in oral presentation and team skills in group presentations. Writing essays and receiving feedback from teachers promote your capacity to synthesise information, select and focus on relevant material, problematise literary issues, communicate clearly, structure an argument, write with cogency, and develop appropriate scholarly practices in research and the formal written presentation of your work.



	2. the principal literary genres, fiction, poetry, drama and of other kinds of writing and communication
	

	3. literatures in English from countries outside Britain and America
	

	4. traditions in literary criticism
	

	5. the challenges of creative writing
	

	6. terminology used in literary criticism
	

	7. the cultural and historical contexts in which literature is written, transmitted and read
	

	8. critical theory and its applications, understood within its historical contexts
	

	9. literary criticism as a practice subject to considerable variation of approach
	

	10. the study of literature in its relation to other disciplines
	

	Skills and Other Attributes
B. Intellectual Skills:
	Assessment

	1. application of the skills needed for academic study and enquiry
	Coursework essays; seminar performance (contribution to debate and group and individual presentations); standard 3-hr exam papers; optional long essay in final year. The variety of assessment methods is designed to give you opportunities to demonstrate learning outcomes in a variety of forms, allowing for different individual work rhythms and encouraging skills in focussing and exploring problems in literary criticism. 10% of the final grade for each module is based on seminar performance.

	2. evaluation of critical interpretations
	

	3. ability to synthesise information from a number of sources in order to gain a coherent understanding of critical theory and general methodology
	

	4. ability to make discriminations and selections of relevant information from a wide source and large body of knowledge
	

	5. exercise of problem-solving skills
	

	6. the ability to organise and present research findings
	

	C. Subject-specific Skills:
	

	1. enhanced skills in the close critical analysis of literary texts
	

	2. informed critical understanding of the variety of critical and theoretical approaches to the study of literature
	

	3. ability to articulate knowledge and understanding of texts, concepts and theories relating to English studies
	

	4. sensitivity to generic conventions in the study of literature
	

	5. well-developed language use and awareness,  including a grasp of standard critical terminology
	

	6. articulate responsiveness to literary language
	

	7. appropriate scholarly practice in the presentation of formal written work, in particular in bibliographic and annotational practices
	

	8. understanding of how cultural norms, assumptions and practices influence questions of judgement
	

	9. appreciation of the value of collaborative intellectual work in developing critical judgement
	

	D. Transferable Skills:
	

	1. developed powers of communication and the capacity to argue a point of view, orally and in written form, with clarity, organisation and cogency 
	

	2. enhanced confidence in the efficient presentation of ideas designed to stimulate critical debate.
	

	3. developed critical acumen
	

	4. the ability to assimilate and  organise  substantial quantities of complex information of diverse kinds 
	

	5. competence in the planning and execution of essays and project-work
	

	6. enhanced skills in creative writing (where the relevant modules have been taken)
	

	7. enhanced capacity for independent thought, intellectual focus, reasoned judgement, and self-criticism
	

	8. enhanced skills in collaborative intellectual work, including more finely tuned listening skills
	

	9. the ability to understand, interrogate and apply a variety of theoretical positions and weigh the importance of alternative perspectives
	

	10. research skills, including scholarly information retrieval skills
	

	11. IT skills: word-processing, email communication, the ability to access electronic data
	

	For more information on which modules provide which skills, see the module mapping


	13. Programme Structures and Requirements, Levels, Modules, Credits and Awards

	The programme is offered on a full-time basis. Full-time students complete the programme in four years, with the third year spent at another University in Europe or the USA. Study on the programme is divided into a number of blocks called modules. One credit corresponds to approximately 10 hours of ‘learning time’. This includes all taught and supervised classes and all private study and research.
The programme is divided into three stages at Kent, with the Year Abroad comprising an additional Year. Students must achieve specified requirements before being permitted to proceed to the next stage. For full-time students each stage represents one academic year of study. Thus, for a full-time student each year of study involves approximately 1200 hours of learning time. Each module is designated at one of three ascending levels: Certificate (C), Intermediate (I), or Honours (H). To be eligible for the award of an honours degree students normally have to obtain 360 credits, at least 210 of which must be level I or above, and at least 90 of which must be level H. The Year Abroad will comprise 20% of the final degree mark.

In Stage 1 students are required to take EN308 and at least 2 of the recommended modules. In Stage 2 students are required to take 4 modules from the list. In Stage 3 students are required to take at least 3 modules from the list and may, if they wish, take 30 ‘wild’ credits. Students are required to take at least 2 modules in pre-1800 literature over Stages 2 and 3. Year Abroad students will choose from modules in English and American Literature offered at selected overseas Universities with which the University has already established Erasmus/Socrates or international contracts (via the UKC European and International Offices). The content of these modules will inevitably vary across institutional offerings, but students will be required to take modules relevant to their degree in English and American Literature. Language tuition is provided for those attending European Universities at the host University, but the modules attended will be taught in English.
Students will be given guidance on procedures towards the Year Abroad from their first year. The Director of Year Abroad he European and International Offices will oversee the general management of placements in the normal way.
Students successfully completing Stage 1 of the programme and meeting credit framework requirements who do not successfully complete Stage 2 will be eligible for the award of the Certificate.

Students successfully completing Stage 1 and Stage 2 of the programme and meeting credit framework requirements who do not successfully complete Stage 3 will be eligible for the award of the Diploma.

Students registered for this degree have the option of withdrawing from the Year Abroad Programme should they wish to do so, or of transferring into one of the other Single or Joint Honours programmes operating within the School.



	Code
	Title
	Level
	Credits
	Term(s)

	Year 1

	Required Modules

	EN308
	Romanticism and Critical Theory
	C
	30
	Year Long

	Recommended Modules

	EN302
	Early Drama
	C
	30
	Year Long

	EN331
	Readings in the 20th Century
	C
	30
	Year Long

	ENXXX
	Introduction to American Literature
	C
	30
	Year Long

	Optional Modules

	Year 2

	Required Modules

	Recommended Modules

	ENXXX
	Shakespeare
	I
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN555
	Medieval and Tudor Literature
	I
	30
	Autumn

	ENXXX
	Eighteenth Century Literature
	I
	30
	Autumn

	ENXXX
	American Literature
	I
	30
	Autumn

	EN641
	Modernism
	I
	30 
	Autumn

	EN556
	Early Modern Literature
	I
	30
	Spring

	EN640
	Nineteenth Century Literature
	I
	30
	Spring

	ENXXX
	Postcolonial Literature
	I
	30
	Spring

	ENXXX
	Contemporary Writing
	I
	30
	Spring

	Optional Modules

	Year 3

	Required Modules

	Recommended Modules

	Optional Modules

	EN656
	Heroes and Exiles: An Introduction to Old English Poetry
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN637
	Unruly Women and Other Insubordinates: the Dramatic Repertoire of the Queen’s Men (1604-25)
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN580
	Charles Dickens and Victorian England
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN572
	19th Century American Short Story
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN658
	American Crime Fiction
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN623
	Native American Cultures
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN583
	Postcolonial Writing
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN604
	The Unknown
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN661
	The Stranger
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN646
	Image, Vision and Dream
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN660
	Writing Lives
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN652
	John Milton
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN633
	Bodies of Evidence: Reading the Body in 18th Century Literature
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN657
	The Brontës in Context
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN647
	The Literature of Terror
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN588
	Innovation and Experiment in New York
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN572
	20th Century American Short Story
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN586
	Language and Place in Colonial and Postcolonial Poetry
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN655
	Places and Journeys
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN578
	Chaucer
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN659
	Contemporary Irish Writing
	H
	30
	Autumn or Spring

	EN593
	Long Essay
	H
	30
	Autumn

	EN594
	Long Essay
	H
	30
	Spring


	14. Work-Based Learning
Disability Statement: Where disabled students are due to undertake a work placement as part of this programme of study, a representative of the University will meet with the work placement provider in advance to ensure the provision of anticipatory and reasonable adjustments in line with legal requirements. 

	Where relevant to the programme of study, provide details of any work-based learning element, inclusive of employer details, delivery, assessment and support for students.

	· Not Applicable


	15. Support for Students and their Learning

	· European and International Office

· Director of Year Abroad Programmes (School of English)

· School of English handbook

· General Regulations for Students 

· Faculty of Humanities Handbooks

· Library Guide to English

· Academic support system: School of English Student Support Team, Directors of Studies, course convenors, module teachers, schedule of consultation hours for seeing students out of class

· UELT, Counselling, Faculty Undergraduate office, Computing Helpdesk

· Additional learning resources including Moodle, module booklets, handouts, module outlines, bibliographic guidance


	16. Entry Profile
The minimum age to study a degree programme at the university is normally at least 17 years old by 20 September in the year the course begins. There is no upper age limit.

	Entry Route
For fuller information, please refer to the University prospectus

	Candidates must be able to satisfy the general admissions requirements of the University, the Faculty of Humanities and the School of English in one of the following ways:

A Levels

· 320 points (ABB) from 3 full A Levels

· IB 33 overall (including 17 at Higher)

· Required subject A level in English Literature or English Language/Literature

Mature and overseas students considered on an individual basis

· Admission with exemptions for advanced standing and Credit Accumulation may be possible

· Access Courses : validated Access courses in appropriate subject

       Additional requirement: declaration of disclosure of any criminal convictions including those outstanding. For further information see the web prospectus at www.kent.ac.uk/studying/undergrad/

	What does this programme have to offer?

	· a challenging, flexible, theoretically informed and wide-ranging approach, designed by top-class researchers, to the study of English and American literature and literatures in English

· an innovative and student-centred approach to learning and teaching

· encouragement to develop skills in discussion and independent thinking

· training in core elements of literary and cultural studies, leading on to focusing on specialised areas according the student's own interests

· wide choice of modules and the opportunity to shape your own degree programme

· an opportunity to study English and American Literature in the context of another culture

· coverage of both traditional areas and new fields

· the chance to study literature  in relation to other areas of cultural production, e.g.film, visual arts, drama

· the chance to get involved in a lively culture of creative writing, with opportunities for publication

· preparation for employment through acquisition of subject-specific, generic and transferable skills

	Personal Profile

	· An interest in literature

· A willingness to engage in informed debate about the theory, production, historical context, practice and cultural construction of literature

· A willingness to acquire or develop IT skills

· A commitment to develop the skills required to analyse problems and critically evaluate a wide range of source materials


	17.  Methods for Evaluating and Enhancing the Quality and Standards of Teaching and Learning

	Mechanisms for review and evaluation of teaching, learning, assessment, the curriculum and outcome standards

	· student module evaluations

· annual monitoring reports

· external examiners’ reports

· Periodic Programme Review

· annual staff appraisal

· mentoring of new and part-time teachers
· QAA Subject Review
· personal academic support system

	Committees with responsibility for monitoring and evaluating quality and standards

	· School Staff-Student Liaison committee

· School Learning & Teaching committee

· Faculty Learning & Teaching committee
· University Learning and Teaching Board
· Board of Examiners attended by external examiners
· departmental staff acting as external examiners at other institutions
· departmental director of learning and teaching

	Mechanisms for gaining student feedback on the quality of teaching and their learning experience

	· student evaluations (of individual modules)

· Staff-Student Liaison Committee

· student representation on other School and Faculty committees
· discussions with Pastoral Support team
· discussions with teachers
· staff consultation hours when students can discuss their modules/programmes
· School email address

	Staff Development priorities include:

	· research-led teaching

· links with other institutions in Europe and the USA

· regular formal and informal collaboration in programme development

· minimum expected qualification for appointment

· PGCHE and Teacher Accreditation requirements

· staff appraisal scheme

· mentoring of new and part-time staff

· staff development courses and workshops

· School appointment of a Director of Learning and Teaching

· research seminars

· conferences mounted by members of the School

· contributions to national and international conferences

· minimum expected teaching and research record for appointment to lecturing posts

· membership of relevant professional/academic bodies

· widening participation

· study leave


	18.  Indicators of Quality and Standards

	· reputation for research excellence has confirmed in the 2008 national research assessment exercise (RAE). 30% of our research was found to be 'world-leading' (4*) in 'originality, significance and rigour', with another 35% judged to be 'internationally excellent' (3*). Our research environment, organised through our various research centres (see more below), was found to be of world-class standard. In a highly competitive subject area, these results have strongly reinforced the position of the School as one of the leading English departments in the country.
· Periodic Programme Review 2008 (including external assessment): ‘clear examples of engaged, imaginative and impressive programmes of study… The School recruits very able students and provides ambitious programmes which are capable of challenging them.’

· student evaluations reflect a high level of satisfaction with the programme.
· degree results
· AHRC block grant of 1-2 funded PhDs per annum (8 over 5 years)
· external examiners praise our high standards of teaching and assessment year on year
· employment record: above the national average of students find employment within one year of graduation
· prizes for staff books: staff have been regularly shortlisted for prizes for their publications (including the James Tait prize Orange prize, Costa (Whitbread) prize, Hugo award, Booker prize, Collaborative Project Award of the Society for the Study of Early Modern Women), and have won awards, including the Trevor Reese prize, Robert Colby book prize, Modern Language Association of America prize
· external funding: Arts and Humanities Research Council, British Academy, Charles Wallace Trust, European Union (Interreg Erasmus Mundus), Leverhulme Trust, Modern Humanities Research Association, Wellcome Trust 

· In 2010, the School was awarded funding under the prestigious Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctoral scheme (EMJD) to run an international research programme in early modern studies entitled TEEME: Text and Event in Early Modern Europe. TEEME is a collaboration of four EU universities (Kent, Berlin, Porto, Prague) and over 30 associated partners within and outside the EU. The programme has a dedicated focus on employability through its integrated work placements in the creative and cultural industries of the four consortium countries. EU funding is guaranteed for five consecutive programme editions (2011-2015, with the last cohort finishing in 2018).

· recent external speakers include: Katherine Pierpoint, Tony Lopez, Christopher Reid and George Szirtes, and novelists Abdulrazak Gurnah, Ali Smith, Marina Warner, Maureen Freely and Rachel Cusk.


	The following reference points were used in creating these specifications:

	· Subject Benchmark Statements for English

· University Plan and Learning and Teaching Strategy

· Faculty of Humanities Plans

· School of English Plans
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Minor Revision to Programme Specification confirmed by PASC 17/11/2011


