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UNIVERSITY OF KENT

SECTION 1: MODULE SPECIFICATIONS

1. Title of the module FR613 – The Reader and the Text
2. School which will be responsible for management of the module SECL
3. Start date of the module 1998 – revised for Sept 2014
4. The number of students expected to take the module 20
5. Modules to be withdrawn on the introduction of this proposed module and consultation with other relevant Schools and Faculties regarding the withdrawal. N/A.
6. Level of the module: Level H
7. The number of credits and ECTS level which the module represents  15 credits / 7.5 ECTS
8. Which term(s) the module is to be taught in (or other teaching pattern) Autumn or Spring
9. Prerequisite and co-requisite modules 
None.

10. The programme(s) of study to which the module contributes 
French Single Honours, Joint Honours, and all related programmes. 
11. The intended subject specific learning outcomes 
Students who successfully complete the module will

1. have accurately assimilated concepts such as the ideal, the real and the implied reader, following critical reflection on these topics; 
2. have explored in detail and relativised author-centred methods of literary interpretation by taking account of reader-response theory; 
3. have developed analytical skills for the study of narrative technique and structure; 
4. have gained a critical appreciation of a range of experimental literature of the twentieth century; 
5. have developed and  consolidated their analytical skills relating to close reading and evaluation of literary texts; 
6. have developed and improved their reading speed in French. 
12. The intended generic learning outcomes 
Students who successfully complete the module will have developed and consolidated their ability to

1. participate in discussion (in French), making their own critical, reflective contributions to the discussion and listening to and respecting the contributions of others; 
2. communicate effectively and work as part of a team; 
3. write cogent, well-constructed essays, developing sustained arguments, and supported by textual evidence; 
4. give finely-honed presentations in French, and run seminars independently; 
5. reflect on their own learning, plan their use of time, and identify appropriate directions for further study; 
6. synthesise and critically evaluate information from a number of sources (problem solving); 
7. make effective use of information technology (e.g. word processing, library searches). 
13. A synopsis of the curriculum 
This module aims to examine literature from an unusual angle by concentrating on the importance of the figure of the reader for the interpretation of novels. Often novels address the reader directly; some novels are written in the second person, as if the reader were a central character. Sometimes novels involve ‘self-reflexive’ or ‘self-referential’ elements that force the reader to reflect on his/her own expectations of literature. When novels invoke the reader in these various ways, they invite us to reflect on the text – how it comes to exist, who it is for, what is its message or purpose – in new and challenging ways. The module also concentrates on the 'nouveau roman', which involves sustained reflection on these and related questions.
14.
Indicative Reading List 
Balzac                   Le Colonel Chabert 
Gide            
Les Faux-Monnayeurs; Journal des Faux-Monnayeurs 
Robbe-Grillet        La Jalousie, Pour un nouveau roman 
Butor                     La Modification 
Sarraute                Les Fruits d’Or 
Barthes                 The Death of the Author 
15.
Learning and Teaching Methods, including the nature and number of contact hours and the total study hours which will be expected of students, and how these relate to achievement of the intended learning outcomes 
One weekly two-hour seminar for 10 weeks, for which discussion topics are set in advance.
Total Contact Hours: 20

Total Study Hours: 150
Student commitments to this module will be approximately six hours per week, two contact hours in the classroom and four hours of study and preparation. Lectures/Seminars will normally be taught mainly in French. 

Students are asked to prepare a short oral presentation in French and to contribute to general discussion: the students’ preparedness and willingness to contribute will be viewed as being at least as important as their level of spoken French. (Subject specific learning outcomes 1-6; generic learning outcomes 1, 2, 4, 6)
Time will be made available for supervision and discussion of essays, etc. (in the form of a feedback session and your Seminar Leader’s office hours). (Generic learning outcomes 3, 5)
16.
Assessment methods and how these relate to testing achievement of the intended learning outcomes 
The final mark for the module will be based on the following elements:
If the module runs in the Autumn term:

· Critical Writing Exercise (500 words): 20% 
· Essay (in English or in French – 2700 words): 60% 

· Oral presentation: 20% 

If the module runs in the Spring term:

· Essay (in English or in French – 2250 words): 40% 

· Oral presentation: 20% 

· Examination (summer term): 40% 

The essay will be based on reading and analysis of both primary and secondary texts. As preparation for the essay, students will complete a Critical Writing Exercise of 500 words in which they will discuss the way a text expresses particular themes, using correctly referenced textual evidence to support their argument. (Subject specific learning outcomes 1-6; generic learning outcomes 3, 5, 6, 7).

If the module runs in the Autumn Term feedback on the Critical Writing Exercise will be provided well in advance of the essay deadline. 

If the module runs in the Spring term, feedback on the essay will be provided in Week 21 well in advance of the exam.

Students will also be required to give one oral presentation in French of approximately fifteen minutes. (Subject specific learning outcomes 1-6; generic learning outcomes  2, 4, 6).

If the module runs in the Autumn term the module will be 100% coursework.

If the module runs in the Spring term, the examination will take place in the Summer Term. 

17.
Implications for learning resources, including staff, library, IT and space 

None.

18. The School recognises and has embedded the expectations of current disability equality legislation, and supports students with a declared disability or special educational need in its teaching. Within this module we will make reasonable adjustments wherever necessary, including additional or substitute materials, teaching modes or assessment methods for students who have declared and discussed their learning support needs. Arrangements for students with declared disabilities will be made on an individual basis, in consultation with the University’s disability/dyslexia support service, and specialist support will be provided where needed.
19. Campus(es) where module will be delivered: Canterbury
SECTION 2: MODULE IS PART OF A PROGRAMME OF STUDY IN A UNIVERSITY SCHOOL
Statement by the School Director of Learning and Teaching/School Director of Graduate Studies (as appropriate): "I confirm I have been consulted on the above module proposal and have given advice on the correct procedures and required content of module proposals"

	................................................................

Director of Learning and Teaching/Director of Graduate Studies (delete as applicable)
…………………………………………………

Print Name
	..............................................

Date


Statement by the Head of School: "I confirm that the School has approved the introduction of the module and, where the module is proposed by School staff, will be responsible for its resourcing"

	.................................................................

Head of School

…………………………………………………….

Print Name
	..............................................

Date


SECTION 3: MODULE IS PART OF A PROGRAMME IN A PARTNER COLLEGE OR VALIDATED INSTITUTION 

(Where the module is proposed by a Partner College/Validated Institution)

Statement by the Nominated Officer of the College/Validated Institution (delete as applicable): "I confirm that the College/Validated Institution (delete as applicable) has approved the introduction of the module and will be responsible for its resourcing"

	.................................................................

Nominated Responsible Officer of Partner College/Validated Institution 

………………………………………………….

Print Name
………………………………………………….. 

Post


	..............................................

Date



………………………………………….

Partner College/Validated Institution
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