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MODULE SPECIFICATION TEMPLATE

1. The title of the module     
Dickens, the Victorians, and the Body
2. The Department which will be responsible for management of the module
School of English

3. The Start Date of the Module
Lent - 2010

4. The cohort of students (onwards) to which the module will be applicable.
Masters

5. The number of students expected to take the module
10-15
6. Modules to be withdrawn on the introduction of this proposed module and consultation with other relevant Departments and Faculties regarding the withdrawal
Dickens and the Condition of England
7. The level of the module (eg Certificate [C], Intermediate [I], Honours [H] or Postgraduate [M])
M

8. The number of credits which the module represents 
30

Note: undergraduate full-time students take modules amounting to 120 credits per year and postgraduate full-time students take modules amounting to 180 credits per year for a Masters award
9. Which term(s) the module is to be taught in (or other teaching pattern)
Lent

10. Prerequisite and co-requisite modules
Dickens and Comedy

11. The programmes of study to which the module contributes
MA: Dickens and Victorian Culture
12. The intended subject specific learning outcomes and, as appropriate, their relationship to programme learning outcomes
1. Students will acquire a good reading knowledge of a major figure in English Literature and culture;

2. they will have an understanding of the relationship of Dickens to his age in one of the Programme’s stated contexts: the part played by imaginative literature in addressing social problems;

3. they will acquire a broad critical knowledge of a range of Victorian fiction, painting and photography, and a familiarity with the aesthetic writing of the period;

4. they will develop a knowledge of bibliographic and other research methods essential to the pursuit of original research;

5. they will develop their skills in effective communication of their ideas in both written and oral form, and be able to formulate a substantial research project.

13. The intended generic learning outcomes and, as appropriate, their relationship to programme learning outcomes
1. Read and respond to literature and art from the nineteenth century. 

2. Develop an understanding of the nature and evolution of literature and genre and its relationship with scientific and aesthetic thought in the period. 

3. Further develop an understanding of the inter-relationship between literature and history (as well as the Victorians’ burgeoning interest in history in the period).  

4. Read the set texts within their relevant literary, cultural and theoretical context. 

5. Apply and interrogate the wider historical narratives within which nineteenth- and early twentieth-century texts are commonly read.  Students will develop an awareness of the cultural function of fear and terror and their connection with notions of knowledge.  They will also develop an understanding of the social, sexual and scientific contexts that these novels respond to.   

6. Be able to respond to and initiate group discussion of issues raised, basing responses on precise reference to text and context. 

7. Analyse texts critically and make comparisons across a range of reading. 

8. Be able to lead parts of seminar discussion, demonstrating presentational skills and eliciting a measure of response and interaction from the group. 

9. Show a good command of written English and articulate coherent critical arguments. 

14. A synopsis of the curriculum
This module explores the Victorians’ fascination with the body and its metaphors.  Using the works of Dickens as its principal lens, the module will explore notions of disease, infection, health and illness in the national body, the social body and the biological body.  Engaging with debates on laissez-faire economics, prostitution, nationalism, and anxieties concerning sexual and fiscal production, this module will explore how authors, thinkers and artists of the nineteenth century worked through ideas about the body in Victorian culture. 
1. Introduction – Foucault – History of Sexuality (Handout); Cocks – Nameless Offences (Handout); Nead – Myths of Sexuality (Handout) 
2. The Social Body 1 – Dickens – Bleak House
3. The Social Body 2 – Dickens – Our Mutual Friend 
4. Class Bodies 1 – Gaskell – North and South 

5. Class Bodies 2 - Gissing - The Nether World
6. Reading Week

7. Queer Bodies – Dickens - The Old Curiosity Shop
8. Women’s Bodies – Dickens - Oliver Twist - Paintings by Augustus Egg, John Everett Millais, G. F. Watts 

9. Uncanny Bodies  – Stevenson – The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll & Vernon Lee – Hauntings
10. Invading the Body – Wells – War of the Worlds & Stoker – Dracula 

11. Regenerating the Body – Jerome K. Jerome - Three Men in a Boat & Paintings by Henry Tuke
12. Reading Week 
15. Indicative Reading List 
Gillian Beer – Darwin’s Plots (Cambridge University Press, 1983)

Nicola Bown (et al, eds) – The Victorian Supernatural (Cambridge University Press, 2005)

Harry Cocks – Nameless Offences: Homosexual Desire in the Nineteenth Century (Cambridge University Press, 2003)
Bram Djikstra - Idols of Perversity (Oxford University Press, 1986)

Michel Foucault – History of Sexuality, Vol. 1: An Introduction (Penguin, 1981)

Judith Halberstam – Skin Shows: Gothic Horror and the Technology of Monsters (Duke University Press, 1995) 

Sally Ledger - Dickens and the Popular Radical Imagination (Cambridge University Press, 2006) 

Lynda Nead – Myths of Sexuality (Blackwell, 1988)

Lyn Pykett – Reading Fin de Siecle Fictions (Longman, 1996)

16. Learning and Teaching Methods, including the nature and number of contact hours and the total study hours which will be expected of students, and how these relate to achievement of the intended learning outcomes
This module will be taught by 10 weekly two hour seminars. Time will also be made available for individual essay consultations. Students are expected to study for 20 hours per week. Seminar discussions will be focused on detailed discussion of assigned reading. This structure is intended to develop the students’ analytical skills and develop their ability to present arguments cogently and precisely. Some seminar time will be devoted to research skills relevant to the study of this period.
17. Assessment methods and how these relate to testing achievement of the intended learning outcomes
The module will be assessed by one essay of 5,000-6,000 words at the end of the course. This requirement relates directly to learning outcomes12.4, 12.5, 13.1, 13. 4, 13.5, 13.7, and 13.9. 

18. Implications for learning resources, including staff, library, IT and space
Some additional library acquisitions will be necessary, other than that, none. 
19. A statement confirming that, as far as can be reasonably anticipated, the curriculum, learning and teaching methods and forms of assessment do not present any non-justifiable disadvantage to students with disabilities

Forms of assessment do not present any non-justifiable disadvantage to students with disabilities


