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CHAPTER I

The author giveth some account of bimself and family, bis first

inducements to travel. He is shipwrecked, and swims for bis life, gets

safe on shore in the cowniry of Lillipus, is made a prisoner, and
carried wp the conmiry.

My father had a small estate in Nottinghamshire; I was the
third of five sons. He sent me to Emanuel College in Cam-
bridge, at fourteen years old,’ where I resided three years,
and applied myself close to my studies: but the charge of
maintaining me (although I had 2 very scanty allowance) being
too great for a narrow fortune, I was bound apprentice to Mr
James Bates, an eminent surgeon in London, with whom I
continued four years; and my father now and then sending me
small sums of money, I laid them out in learning navigation,
and other parts of the mathematics, useful to those who intend
to travel, as I always believed it would be some time or other
my fortune to do. When I left Mr Bates, I went down to my
father; where, by the assistance of him and my uncle John,
and some other relations, I got forty pounds, and a promise of
thirty pounds a year to maintain me at Leyden:? there I
studied physic3 two years and seven months, knowing it
would be useful in long voyages.

Soon after my return from Leyden, I was recommended by
my good master Mr Bates, to be surgeon to the Swallow, Cap-
tain Abraham Pannell commander; with whom I continued
three years and a half, making a voyage or two into the
Levant, and some other parts. When I came back, I resolved to
settle in London, to which Mr Bates, my master, encouraged
me, and by him I was recommended to several patients. I took
part of a small house in the Old Jury;* and being advised
to alter my condition, I married Mrs Mary Burton,5 second
daughter to Mr Edmond Burton hosier in Newgate Street,
with whom I received four hundred pounds for a portion.
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But, my good master Bates dying in two years after, and I
having few friends, my business began to fail; for my con-
science would not suffer me to imitate the bad practice of too
many among my brethren. Having therefore consulted with
my wife, and some of my acquaintance, I determined to go
again to sea. I was surgeon successively in two ships, and
made several voyages, for six years, to the East and West
Indies, by which I got some addition to my fortune. My hours
of leisure I spent in reading the best authors ancient and
modetn, being always provided with a2 good number of books;
and when I was ashore, in observing the manners and dis-
positions of the people, as well as learning their language,
wherein I had a great facility by the strength of my memory.

The last of these voyages not proving very fortunate, I
grew weary of the sea, and intended to stay at home with my
wife and family. I removed from the Old Jury to Fetter Lane,
and from thence to Wapping, hoping to get business among
the sailors; but it would not turn to account. After three years’
expectation that things would mend, I accepted an ad-
vantageous offer from Captain William Prichard, master of the
eAnteippe, who was making a voyage to the South Sea. We set
sail from Bristol, May 4th, 1699, and our voyage at first was
very prospetous.

It would not be proper, for some teasons, to trouble the
reader with the particulars of our adventures in those seas:
let it suffice to inform him, that in our passage from thence to
the East Indies, we were driven by a wviolent storm to the
north-west of Van Diemen’s Land.® By an observation, we
found ourselves in the latitude of 30 degrees 2 minutes south.
Twelve of our crew were dead by immoderate labour, and ill
food, the rest were in a very weak condition. On the fifth of
November, which was the beginning of summer in those
parts, the weather being very hazy, the seamen spied a rock,
within half a cable’s length of the ship; but the wind was so
strong, that we were driven directly upon it, and immediately
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split. Six of the crew, of whom I was one, having let down the
boat into the sea, made a shift to get clear of the ship, and the
rock. We rowed by my computation about three leagues, till
we wete able to work no longer, being already spent with
labour while we were in the ship. We therefore trusted our-
selves to the mercy of the waves, and in about half an hour the
boat was overset by a sudden flurry from the north. What be-
came of my companions in the boat, as well as of those who
escaped on the rock, or were left in the vessel, I cannot tell;
but conclude they were all lost. For my own patt, I swam as
Fortune directed me, and was pushed forward by wind and
tide. I often Jet my legs drop, and could feel no bottom: but
when I was almost gone, and able to struggle no longer, I
found myself within my depth; and by this time the storm was
much abated. The declivity was so small, that T walked near a
mile before I got to the shore, which I conjectured was about
eight o’clock in the evening. I then advanced forward near
half 2 mile, but could not discover any sign of houses or in-
habitants; at least I was in so weak a condition, that I did not
observe them. I was extremely tired, and with that, and the
heat of the weather, and about half a pint of brandy that I
drank as I left the ship, I found myself much inclined to sleep.
I lay down on the grass, which was very short and soft, where
I slept sounder than ever I remember to have done in my life,
and as I reckoned, above nine hours; for when I awaked, it
was just daylight. I attempted to rise, but was not able to stir:
for as I happened to lie on my back, I found my arms and legs
were strongly fastened on each side to the ground; and my
hair, which was long and thick, tied down in the same
manner. I likewise felt several slender ligatures across my
body, from my armpits to my thighs. I could only look up-
wards, the sun began to grow hot, and the light offended
mine eyes. I heard a confused noise about me, but in the
posture I lay, could see nothing except the sky. In a little time
I felt something alive moving on my left leg, which advancing
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and roared so loud, that they all ran back ina fright; and some
of them, as I was afterwards told, were hurt with the falls they
got by leaping from my sides upon the ground. However,

soon returned, and one of them, who ventured so far as
to get a full sight of my face, lifting up his hands and eyes by
way of admiration,8 cried out in a shrill, but distinct voice,
Hekinah degui:9 the others repeated the same words severa]
times, but I then knew not what they meant, I lay all this while,
as the reader may believe, in great uneasiness: at length,
struggling to get loose, I had the fortune to break the strings,
and wrench out the pegs that fastened my left arm to the
ground; for, by lifting it up to my face, I discovered the
methods they had taken to bind me; and, at the same time,
with a violent pull, which 8ave me excessive pain, I a litt]e
loosened the strings that tied down my hair on the left side, so
that I was just able to turn my head about two inches, But the
creatures ran off a second time, before I could seize them;
whereupon there was a great shout in a very shrill accent, and
after it ceased, I heard one of them cry aloud, Tolgo phosac;
when in an instant I felt above an hundred arrows discharged
on my left hand, which pricked me like 50 many needles; and
besides, they shot another flight into the air, as we do bombs in
Europe, whereof many, I suppose, fell on my body (though I
felt them not), and some on my face, which I immediately
covered with my left hand. When this shower of arrows wag

again to get loose, they discharged another volley larger than
-the first, and some of them attempted with spears to stick me
in the sides; but, by good luck, I had on me a buff jerkin,
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which they could not pierce. I thought it the most prudent
method to lie still, and my design was to continue so till night,
when, my left hand being already loose, I could easily free
myself: and as for the inhabitants, I had reason to believe I
might be a match for the greatest armies they could bring
against me, if they were all of the same size with him that I
saw. But Fortune disposed otherwise of me. When the people
observed I was quiet, they discharged no more arrows: but, by
the noise increasing, I knew their numbers were greater; and
about four yards from me, over-against my right ear, I heard a
knocking for above an hour, like people at work; when,
turning my head that way, as well as the pegs and strings
would permit me, I saw 2 stage erected about a foot and a half
from the ground, capable of holding four of the inhabitants,
with two or three ladders to mount it: from whence one of
them, who seemed to be a person of quality, made me a long
speech, whereof I understood not one syllable. But T should
bave mentioned, that before the principal person began his
oration, he cried out three times Langro debul san (these words
and the former were afterwards repeated and explained to
me): whereupon immediately about fifty of the inhabitants
came, and cut the strings that fastened the left side of my head,
which gave me the liberty of turning it to the right, and of
observing the person and gesture of him who was to speak.
He appeared to be of 2 middle age, and taller than any of the
other three who attended him, whereof one was 2 page who
held up his train, and seemed to be somewhat longer than my
middle finger; the other two stood one on each side to sup-
port him. He acted every part of an orator, and I could observe
many periods of threatenings, and others of promises, pity and
kindness. I answered in a few words, but in the most sub-
missive manner, lifting up my left hand and both mine eyes to
the sun, as calling him for a witness; and being almost
famished with hunger, having not eaten a morsel for some
hours before I left the ship, I found the demands of nature so
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gently forward over my breast, came almost up to my chin;
when bending mine eyes downwards as much as I could, I
perceived it to be a human creature not six inches high,” with
a bow and arrow in his hands, and a quiver at his back. In the
meantime, I felt at least forty more of the same kind (as I con-
jectured) following the first. I was in the utmost astonishment,
and roared so loud, that they all ran back in a fright; and some
of them, as I was afterwards told, were hutt with the falls they
got by leaping from my sides upon the ground. However,
they soon retutned, and one of them, who ventured so far as
to get a full sight of my face, lifting up his hands and eyes by
way of admiration,® cried out in a shrill, but distinct voice,
Hekinah degui:? the others repeated the same words several
times, but I then knew not what they meant. I lay all this while,
as the reader may believe, in great uneasiness: at length,
struggling to get loose, I had the fortune to break the strings,
and wrench out the pegs that fastened my left arm to the
ground; for, by lifting it up to my face, I discovered the
methods they had taken to bind me; and, at the same time,
with a violent pull, which gave me excessive pain, I a little
loosened the strings that tied down my hair on the left side, so
that I was just able to turn my head about two inches. But the
creatures ran off a second time, before I could seize them;
whereupon there was a great shout in a very shrill accent, and
after it ceased, I heard one of them cry aloud, Telgo phonac;
when in an instant I felt above an hundred arrows discharged
on my left hand, which pricked me like so many needles; and
besides, they shot another flight into the air, as we do bombs in
Europe, whereof many, I suppose, fell on my body (though I
felt them not), and some on my face, which I immediately
covered with my left hand. When this shower of arrows was

over, I fell a groaning with grief and pain, and then striving
again to get loose, they discharged another volley larger than

the first, and some of them attempted with spears to stick me

in the sides; but, by good luck, I had on me a buff jerkin,
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which they could not pierce. I thought it the most ‘ptu_dent
method to lie still, and my design was to continue so till night,
when, my left hand being already loose, I could msil?r free
myself: and as for the inhabitants, I had reason to behev:e I
might be a match for the greatest armies the]!r om:fid bring
against me, if they were all of the same size with him that I
saw. But Fortune disposed otherwise of me. When the people
observed I was quiet, they discharged no mote arrows: but, by
the noise increasing, I knew their numbers were greater; and
about four yards from me, over-against my right ear, Theard a
knocking for above an hour, like people at work; W%leﬂ,
turning my head that way, as well as the pegs and strings
would permit me, I saw a stage erected about a fuo_t and_a half
from the ground, capable of holding four of the inhabitants,
with two or three ladders to mount it: from whence one of
them, who seemed to be a person of quality, made me a long
speech, whereof 1 understood not one syllable. But I shaul::l
have mentioned, that before the principal person began his
oration, he cried out three times Langro debul san {these_ words
and the former were afterwards repeated and exlpiam-.-ed to
me): whereupon immediately about fifty of {:he inhabitants
came, and cut the strings that fastened the left 51de-of my head,
which gave me the liberty of turning ?t to the right, and of
observing the person and gesture of him who was to speak.
He appeared to be of 2 middle age, and taller than any of the

other three who attended him, whereof one was a page who

held up his train, and seemed to be somewhat longer than my
middle finger; the other two stood one on each side to sup-
port him. He acted every part of an orator, and I cf:uld o-b'serve
many periods of threatenings, and others of promises, pity and
kindpess. 1 answered in a few words, but in the Fnost sub-
missive manner, lifting up my left hand and both mine eyes to
the sun, as calling him for a witness; and being almost
famished with hunger, having not eaten 2 morsel for some
houts before I left the ship, I found the demands of nature so
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strong upon me, that I could not forbear showing my im-
patience (perhaps against the strict rules of decency) by
putting my finger frequently on my mouth, to signify that I
wanted food. The Hurgo (for so they call a great lord, as I
afterwards learnt) understood me very well. He desc;nded
E:om the stage, and commanded that several ladders should be
app!n:d to my sides, on which above an hundred of the in-
ha:bltants mounted, and walked towards my mouth, laden
wz_th baskets full of meat, which had been provided m,1d sent
Lh{the: by the King’s orders upon the first intelligence he re-
ceived of me. I observed there was the flesh of several animals,
but could not distinguish them by the taste. There were
shoulders, legs and loins, shaped like those of mutton, and very
well dressed, but smaller than the wings of a lark. I nt:': them by
two or three at a mouthful, and took three loaves at a time,
about the bigness of musket bullets. They supplied me as fast
as they could, showing a thousand marks of wonder and
a_stunishmcnt at my bulk and appetite. 1 then made another
sign t%mt I'wanted drink. They found by my eating that 2 small
quantity would not suffice me; and being a most ingenious
people, they slung up with great dexterity one of their largest
bogsheads, then rolled it towards my hand, and beat out the
top; I drank it off at a draught, which I might well do, for it
hard‘iy I]]:,dd half a pint, and tasted like a small wine o} Bur-
gundy, but much more delicious. They brought
hogshead, which I drank in the same rfaraﬂner:g:n;ﬂ ;:die:i;ii
for more, but they had none to give me. When I had per-
formed these wonders, they shouted for joy, and danced upon
my breast, repeating several times as they did at first, Heinab
degwl. They made me a sign that I should throw dowx; the two
hogsheads, but first warned the people below to stand out of
the way, crying aloud, Borach mivola, and when they saw the
vessels in the air, there was an universal shout of Hekingb
degal. 1 confess 1 was often tempted, while they were Ppassin,
backwards and forwards on my body, to seize forty or fifty Ggi:'
58
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the first that came in my reach, and dash them against the
ground. But the remembrance of what 1 had felt, which
probably might not be the worst they could do, and the
promise of honour I made them, for so I interpreted my sub-
missive behaviour, soon drove out those imaginations.'
Besides, I now considered myself as bound by the laws of
hospitality to a people who had treated me with so much
expense and magnificence. However, in my thoughts I could
not sufficiently wonder at the intrepidity of these diminutive
mortals, who durst venture to mount and walk on my body,
while one of my hands was at liberty, without trembling at the
very sight of so prodigious a creature as I must appear to
them. After some time, when they observed that I made no
mote demands for meat, there appeared before me a petson of
high rank from his Imperial Majesty. His Excellency having
mounted on the small of my right leg, advanced forwards up
to my face, with about a dozen of his retinue. And producing
his credentials under the Signet Royal, which he applied close
to mine eyes, spoke about ten minutes, without any signs of
anger, but with a kind of determinate resolution; often point-
ing forwards, which, as I afterwards found, was towards the
capital city, about half a mile distant, whither it was agreed by
his Majesty in council that T must be conveyed. I answered in
few words, but to no purpose, and made a sign with my hand
that was loose, putting it to the other (but over his Excel-
lency’s head, for fear of hurting him or his train) and then to
my own head and body, to signify that I desired my liberty. It
appeared that he understood me well enough, for he shook
his head by way of disapprobation, and held his hand in a
posture to show that I must be carried as a prisoner. How-
ever, he made other signs to let me understand that I should
have meat and drink enough, and very good treatment.
Whereupon I once more thought of attempting to break my
bonds, but again, when I felt the smart of their arrows upon
my face and hands, which were all in blisters, and many of the
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darts still sticking in them, and observing likewise that the
number of my enemies increased, I gave tokens to let them
knfnw that they might do with me what they pleased. Upon
this, the Hurgo and his train withdrew with much civility and
cheerful countenances. Soon after T heard a general shout, with
frequent repetitions of the words, Peplom selan, and T felt great
numbers of the people on my left side relaxing the cords to
such a degree, that I was able to turn upon my right, and to
case myself with making water; which I very pleatifully did
to the great astonishment of the people, who conjecturing bj:
my motions what I was going to do, immediately opened to
th.e tight and left on that side, to avoid the torrent which fell
with such noise and violence from me. But before this they
had daubed my face and both my bands with a sort of,uim:-
ment very pleasant to the smell, which in a few minutes re-
moved all the smart of their arrows, These circumstan
added to the refreshment T had received by their victuals ::2
drink, which were very nourishing, disposed me to sleep. 1
slept about eight hours, as I was afterwards assured; and it wns
m? wonder, for the physicians, by the Empetor’s order, had
mingled a sleepy potion in the hogsheads of wine, '
) It seems that upon the first moment I was discovered sleep-
ing on thf: ground after my landing, the Emperor had early
notice of it by an express, and determined in council that I
.shc-uld be tied in the manner I have relateq (which was done
in the night while I slept), that plenty of meat and drink should
b_f: sent me, and 4 machige Prepared to carry me to the capital
city.

This resolution pethaps may appear very bold and danger-
ous, and I am confident would not be imitated by any prince in
Europe on the like occasion; however, in my opinion it was
extremely prudent as well as generous. For supposing these
people had endeavoured to kill me with their spears and
arrows while I was asleep, I should certainly have awaked with
the first sense of smart, which might so far have roused my
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rage and strength, as to enable me to break the strings where-
with I was tied; after which, as they wete not able to make
resistance, so they could expect no mercy.

These people are most excellent mathematicians, and arrived

to a great perfection in mechanics by the countenance and en-
couragement of the Emperor, who is a renowned patron of
learning. This prince hath several machines fixed on wheels
for the carriage of trees and other great weights. He often
buildeth his largest men-of-war, whereof some are nine foot
long, in the woods where the timber grows, and has them
carried on these engines! three or four hundred yards to the
sea. Five hundred carpenters and engineers were immediately
set at work to prepare the greatest engine they had. It was a
frame of wood raised three inches from the ground, about
seven foot long and four wide, moving upon twenty-two
wheels. The shout I heard was upon the arrival of this engine,
which it seems set out in four hours after my landing. It was
brought parallel to me as I lay. But the principal difficulty was
to raise and place me in this vehicle. Eighty poles, each of one
foot high, were erected for this purpose, and very strong
cords of the bigness of pack-thread were fastened by hooks to
many bandages, which the workmen had girt round my neck,
my hands, my body, and my legs. Nine hundred of the
strongest men were employed to draw up these cords by many
pulleys fastened on the poles, and thus in less than three hours,
I was raised and slung into the engine, and there tied fast. All
this I was told, for while the whole operation was performing,
I lay in a profound sleep, by the force of that soporiferous
medicine infused into my liquor. Fifteen hundred of the
Emperor’s largest horses, each about four inches and a half
high, were employed to draw me towards the metropolis,
which, as I said, was half a mile distant. '

About four hours after we began our journey, I awaked by a
very ridiculous accident; for the carriage being stopped a
while to adjust something that was out of order, two or three
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of the young natives had the curiosity to see how I looked
when I was asleep; they climbed up into the engine, and ad-
vancing very softly to my face, one of them, an officer in the
Guards, put the sharp end of his half-pike a good way up into
my left nostril, which tickled my nose like a straw, and made
me sneeze violently: whereupon they stole off unperceived,
and it was three weeks before I knew the cause of my awaking
s0 suddenly. We made a long march the remaining part of that
day, and rested at night with five hundred guards on each side
of me, half with torches, and half with bows and arrows,
ready to shoot me if I should offer to stit. The next morning at
sunrise we continued our march, and arrived within two
buadred yards of the city gates about noon. The Emperor and
all his Court came out to meet us, but his great officers would
by no means suffer his Majesty to endanger his person by
mounting on my body.

At the place where the carriage stopped, there stood an
ancient temple,2 esteemed to be the largest in the whole

people, looked upon as profane, and therefore had been
applied to common uses, and all the ornaments and furniture
carried away. In this edifice it was determined I should lodge.
The great gate fronting to the north was about four foot high,
and almost two foot wide, through which I could easily creep,
On each side of the gate was a small window not above
six inches from the ground: into that on the left side, the
King’s smiths conveyed fourscore and eleven chains, like
those that hang to a lady’s watch in Burope, and almost as
lazge, which were locked to my left leg with six and thj

padlocks. Over against this temple, on t’other side of the great
highway, at twenty foot distance, there was a turret at least
five foot high. Here the Emperor ascended with many prin-
cipal lords of his Court, to have an OPportunity of viewing
me, as I was told, for 1 could not see them. It was reckoned

Gz
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that above an hundred thousand inhabitants came out of the
town upon the same errand; and in spite of my guards, I
believe there could not be fewer than ten thousand, at several
times, who mounted upon my body by the help of ladders.
But a proclamation was soon issued to forbid it upon pain of
death. When the workmen found it was impossible for me to
break loose, they cut all the strings that bound me; wheteupon
I rose up with as melancholy a disposition as ever I had in my
life. But the noise and astonishment of the people at seeing me
rise and walk are not to be expressed. The chains that held my
left leg were about two yards long, and gave me not only the
liberty of walking backwards and forwards in a semicircle;
but being fixed within four inches of the gate, allowed me to
creep in, and lie at my full length in the temple.

CHAPTER 2

The Emperor of Lillipat, attended by several of the nobility, comes fo

see the author in bis confinement, The Emperor's person and habit do-

seribed. Learned men appointed to teach the anthor their Janguage. He

Lains favour by his mild disposition. His pockets are searched, and his
sword and pistols taken from him.

WrEN I found myself on my feet, I looked about me, and
must confess I never beheld a more entertaining prospect. The
country round appeared like a continued garden, and the in-
closed fields, which were generally forty foot square, re-
sembled so many beds of flowers. These fields were inter-
mingled with woods of half a stang,'s and the tallest trees,
as I could judge, appeared to be seven foot high. I viewed the
town on my left hand, which looked like the painted scene of 2
city in a theatre.

I had been for some hours extremely pressed by the neces-
sities of nature; which was no wonder, it being almost two
days since I had last disburthened myself. I was under great
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gra.ciuus protection, if I would continue in his service; wh
in although I believed him sincere, yet I resolved ncv,er- -
to put any confidence in princes or ministers where I m::]r;
possibly avoid it; and therefore, with all dn;: a{:know]:;
ments for his favourable intentions, I humbly begged t %:"
excused. I told him, that since Fortune, whether good or:vile
had th{own a vessel in my way, I was resolved to vf:ntim;
I;m:t::Em the ocean, z_‘athcr than be an oceasion of difference
een two such_ mighty monarchs. Neither did I find the
Enfpemr at all displeased; and I discovered by a certain
accident, that h_e was very glad of my resolution,s® and so
were most of his Ministers, : '

These considerations moved me to departu
son_:lewhat sooner than I intended; to ;?;:ehnﬂ]n?&urt, ir;:
Eau?‘i:dto have me gone, very readily contributed. Five

Wom were employed to make two sails to m
bca_t, according to my directions, by quilting thirteen fold oir'
their strongest linen together. T was at the pains of makin
fopes and cables, by twisting ten, twenty or thirty of thg
thickest and strongest of theirs, A great stone that I happcne:;
atzcind, after a long search by the seashore, served me for an

or. I had the tallow of three hundred cows for reasin
my boat, and other uses. I was at incredible pains iugcu ing
down_some of the largest timber-trees for oars and mt:;zt]sg
:i:;zn terIS was]; h(;:lever, much assisted by his Majesty’s sh,ip-,
- e . -

st wmfd me 1n smoothing them, after T had

_In a‘t-mut a month, when all was prepared, 1 sent to receiv
his Majesty’s commands, and to take my leave, The Em .
and Rny_zd Family came out of the palace; I lay down oiemr
face to kiss his hand, which he very graciously gave me; so :.;113
the Empress, and young Princes of the Blood. His I:L[a'es
presented me with fifty purses of two hundred Sprugs a LCZF
mchher nfrith his picture at full length, which I pufi ,
mediately into one of my gloves, to keep it from being hui- '
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The ceremonies at my departure were too many to trouble the
reader with at this time.

1 stored the boat with the carcasses of an hundred oxen, and

three hundred sheep, with bread and drink proportionable,
and as much meat ready dressed as four hundred cooks could
provide. I took with me six cows and two bulls alive, with as
many ewes and rams, intending to carry them into my own
country, and propagate the breed. And to feed them on board,
1 had a good bundle of hay, and a bag of corn. I would gladly
have taken a dozen of the natives, but this was a thing the
Emperor would by no means permit; and besides a diligent
search into my pockets, his Majesty engaged my honour not to
carry away any of his subjects, although with their own con-
sent and desire.

Having thus prepared all things as well as I was able, I set
sail on the twenty-fourth day of September, 1701, at six in the
morning; and when I had gone about four leagues to the
northward, the wind being at south-east, at six in the evening,
I descried 2 small island about half a league to the north-west.
I advanced forward, and cast anchor on the lée-side of the
island, which seemed to be uninhabited. I then took some
refreshment, and went to my rest. I slept well, and as I con-
jecture at least six hours, for I found the day broke in two
hours after I awaked. It was a clear night. I ate my breakfast
before the sun was up; and heaving anchor, the wind being
favourable, I steered the same course that I had done the day
before, wherein I was directed by my pocket-compass. My
intention was to reach, if possible, one of those islands, which
I had reason to believe lay to the north-east of Van Diemen’s

Land. I discovered nothing all that day; but upon the next,

about three in the afternoon, when I had by my computation

made twenty-four leagues from Blefuscu, I descried a sail
steering to the south-east; my course was due east. I hailed her,
but could get no answer; yet I found I gained upon her, for
the wind slackened. I made all the sail I could, and in bkalf an
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hour she spied me, then hung out her ancient,’ and dis-
cha:gedamltisnotmytompms the joy I was in upon
the unexpected hope of once more seeing my beloved coun-
try, and the dear pledges I had left in it. The ship slackened her
sails,a.udIcamcupwithhnrb&twecuﬁvcandsixinthe
evening, September 26; but my heart leapt within me to see
her English colours. I put my cows and sheep into my coat-
pockets, and got on board with all my little cargo of provi-
sions. The vessel was an English merchantman, returning
from Japan by the North and South Seas;® the captain, Mr
Joha Biddel of Deptford, a very civil man, and an excellent
sailor. We were now in the latitude of 30 degrees south; there
were about fifty men in the ship; and here I met an old com-
rade of mine, one Peter Williams, who gave me a good
character to the captain. This gentleman treated me with
kindness, and desired I would let him know what place I came
from last, and whither I was bound; which I did in few words,
but he thought I was raving, and that the dangers I underwent
bad disturbed my head; whereupon I took my black cattle and
sheep out of my pocket, which, after great astonishment,
dlearly convinced him of my veracity. I then showed him the
gold given me by the Emperor of Blefuscu, together with his
Majesty’s picture at full length, and some other rarities of that
country. I gave him two purses of two hundred sprags each,
and promised, when we arrived in England, to make him a
present of a cow and a sheep big with young,

I shall not trouble the reader with a particular account of
this voyage, which was very prosperous for the most part.
We atrived in the Downs on the 1 3th of April, 1702. I had
only one misfortune, that the rats on board carried away one
of my sheep; I found her bones in a hole, picked clean from
the flesh. The rest of my cattle I got safe on shore, and set
them a grazing in a bowling-green at Greenwich, where the
fineness of the grass made them feed very heartily, though I
had always feared the contrary: neither could I possibly have
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preserved them in so long a voyage, zf the captain :;ﬂdn:;
allowed me some of his best biscuit, w:hlch, g S
powder, and mingled with water, was their constan_i:im bl;
The short time I continued in England, I made a co:;s]; BE
profit by showing my cattle to many persons of q]d tht,:;n ad
others: and before I began my S::ﬂd voya%e,ﬁtll ;(::h e
ix hundred pounds, Since my last return, :
:nsidembljrpincreased, especially the sheep; Whmhuflac]::f:
will prove much to the advantage of the woollen man 3
ess of the fleeces. _
hyltzltiyﬁut two months with my wif:e: and fanul:;cr fc:le r:;z
insatiable desire of seeing foreign countries would s s
continue no longer. I left fifteen hundred _puunds with my
wife, and fixed her in a good house at Redriff. Mjf mma;::n:i
stoc;; 1 carried with me, part in money, and part mhngoht;d _ie&
hopes to improve my fortunes. ‘My eldest uncle Jo e
me an estate in land, near Epping, of about thjrg p o
ear; and I had 2 long lease of the Black Bull in Fetter Lane,
Fhil:h yielded me as much more: 50 fnift I was not in any
:rangc: of leaving my family upon the parish. My son :Luhnzjr;
named so after his uncle, was at the grammar s.chca a:veu
towardly$t child. My daughter Betty (who is :;;wl »e
married, and has children) was then at -hm: needlewo th kgl
leave of my wife, and boy and girl, with tears 11:;!1 .buufs:h tﬂ;
and went on board the cAdventure, a m:_:tchant Nl?chohs =
hundred tons, bound for Surat, Captain ]ol?n i o
Liverpool, commander. But my account of this voyage
be referred to the second part of my Travels.

THE END OF THE FIRST PART.
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CHAPTER I

oA great storm described. The Jong-boat seni to fetch water, the anthor

goes with it fo discover the comniry. He is left on shore, is seized by one

of the natives, and carried o a farmer’s house. His recepiion there,

with several accidents that happened there. A description of the
inbabitants.

Having been condemned by Nature and Fortune to an
active and restless life, in two months after my return I again
left my native country, and took shipping in the Downs on
the 20oth day of June, 1702, in the eAdwenture, Capt. John
Nicholas, 2 Cornish man, commander, bound for Surat. We
had a very prosperous gale! till we arrived at the Cape of Good
Hope, where we landed for fresh watet, but discovering a leak
we unshipped our goods, and wintered there; for the captain
falling sick of an ague, we could not leave the Cape till the end
of March. We then set sail, and had 2 good voyage till we
passed the Straits of Madagascar; but having got northward
of that island, and to about five degrees south latitude, the
winds, which in those seas are observed to blow a constant
equal gale between the north and west from the beginning of
December to the beginning of May, on the 1g9th of April began
to blow with much greater violence, and more westerly than
usual, continuing so for twenty days together, during which
time we were driven a little to the east of the Molucca Islands,
and about three degrees northward of the Line, as our captain
found by an observation he took the znd of May, at which
time the wind ceased, and it was a perfect calm, whereat I was
¥ £ not a little rejoiced. But he, being a man well experienced in
L the navigation of those seas, bid us all prepare against a storm,
which accordingly happened the day following: for a
southern wind, called the southern memseon, began to set in.

Finding it was like to overblow,? we took in our spritsail,
and stood by to hand the fore-sail; but making foul weather,
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we looked the guns were all fast, and handed the mizen. The
ship lay very broad off, so we thought it better spooning be-
fore the sea, than trying or hulling. We reefed the fore-sail and
set him, we hauled aft the fore-sheet; the helm was hard a-
weather. The ship wore bravely, We belayed the fore-down-
haul; but the sail was split, and we hauled down the yard, and
got the sail into the ship, and unbound all the things clear of it.
It was a very fierce storm; the sea broke strange and danger-
ous. We hauled off upon the lanyard of the whipstaff, and
helped the man at helm. We would not get down our tn]_:l;nast
but let all stand, because she scudded before the sea very we!],
and we knew that the topmast being aloft, the ship was thl;
wholesomer, and made better way through the sea, seeing we
hac'! sea-room. When the storm was over, we set fore-sail and
mal_nsail, and brought the ship to. Then we set the mizen,
main-topsail and the fore-topsail. Our course was east-north-
east, the wind was at south-west. We got the starboard tacks
aboard, we cast off our weather-braces and lifts; we set in the
lee-braces, and hauled forward by the weather-bowlings, and
ha.uIed th;m tight, and belayed them, and hauled ove;: the
mizen tack to wind
i ward, and kept her full and by as near as
During this storm, which was followed by a strong wind
west-south-west, we were carried by my computation about
five hundred leagues to the east, so that the oldest sailor on
bna:u_i could not tell in what part of the world we were, Our
prc-wsiuns held out well, our ship was staunch, and our crew
all in good health; but we lay in the utmost distress for water
We thought it best to hold on the same course rather than tum
more northerly, which might have brought us to the north-
west parts of Great Tartary,? and into the frozen sea.+
On the 16th day of June, 1703, 2 boy on the topmast dis-
f:ovcrcd land. On the 17th we came in full view of a great
lr.,land or continent (for we knew not whether),5 on the south
side whereof was a small neck of land jutting out into the sea,
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and a creek too shallow to hold a ship of above one hundred
tons. We cast anchor within a league of this creek, and our
captain sent a dozen of his men well armed in the long-boat,
with vessels for water if any could be found. I desired his leave
to go with them, that I might see the country, and make what
discoveries I could. When we came to land we saw no river or
spring, mor any sign of inhabitants. Our men therefore
wandered on the shore to find out some fresh water near the
sea, and I walked alone about a mile on the other side, where I
observed the country all barren and rocky. 1 now began to be
weary, and seeing nothing to entertain my curiosity, I returned
gently down towards the creek; and the sea being full in my
view, I saw our men already got into the boat, and rowing for
life to the ship. I was going to hollow after them, although it
had been to little purpose, when I observed a huge creature
walking after them in the sea, as fast as he could: he waded
not much deeper than his knees, and took prodigious strides:
but our men had the start of him half a league, and the sea
thereabouts being full of sharp-pointed rocks, the monster
was not able to overtake the boat. This 1 was afterwards told,
for T durst not stay to see the issue of that adventure; but ran
as fast as T could the way I first went; and then climbed up 2
steep hill, which gave me some prospect of the country. I
found it fully cultivated; but that which first surprised me was
the length of the grass, which in those grounds that seemed to
be kept for hay, was above twenty foot high.

I fell into a high road, for so I took it to be, though it
served to the inhabitants only as 2 footpath through a field of
barley. Here I walked on for some time, but could see little on
either side, it being now near harvest, and the corn rising at
least forty foot. I was an hour walking to the end of this field,
which was fenced in with a hedge of at least one hundred and
twenty foot high, and the trees so lofty that I could make no
computation of their altitude. There was 2 stile to pass from
this field into the next. It had four steps, and a stone to cross
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over whf:n you came to the uppermost, It was impossible for
me to climb this stile, because every step was six foot high,
and the upper stone above twenty. I was endeavouring to find
some gap in the hedge, when I discovered one of the ig-
habitm_ﬂs in the next field advancing towards the stile. of the
same size with him whom I saw in the sea pursuing m;r boat.
He appeared as tall as an ordinary spire-steeple, and took about
tcf1 yards at every stride, as near as I could guess. I was struck
-w1th the utmost fear and astonishment, and ran to hide myself
in I:h‘e corn, from whence I saw him at the top of the stile,
l?ninng back into the next field on the right hand, and heard
him call in a voice many degrees louder than a speaking-
trum_per; but the noise was so high in the air, that at first I
r:ertnu.u.ly thought it was thunder. Whereupon seven monsters
like himself came towards him with reaping-hooks in their
hands, each hook about the largeness of six scythes. These
people were not so well clad as the first, whose servants or
labourers they seemed to be. For, upon some words he spoke
they went to reap the corn in the field where I lay. I kept f:cm::
t]:l_em at as great a distance as I could, but was forced to move
"E?‘lth extreme difficulty, for the stalks of the corn were some-
times not above a foot distant, so that I could hardly squeeze
my bo:ﬂ}r betwixt them. However, I made a shift to go for-
w?.rdﬂﬂlmmtoapmoftheﬁeldwhcrethemmhadbcen
laid by the rain and wind. Here it was impossible for me to
advance a step: for the stalks were so interwoven that I could
not creep through, and the beards of the fallen ears so strong
and pointed that they pierced through my clothes into my
flesh, At the same time I heard the reapers not above an
hundred yards behind me. Being quite dispirited with toil, and
‘W]:ID]].']F overcome by grief and despair, I lay down between
two ridges, and heartily wished I might there end my days. I
bemoaned my desolate widow, and fatherless children, I
lamented my own folly and wilfulness in attempting a second
voyage against the advice of all my friends and relations. In
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this tetrible agitation of mind I could not forbear thinking of

Lilliput, whose inhabitants looked upon me as the greatest

prodigy that ever appeared in the world: where I was able to

draw an imperial fleet in my hand, and perform those other

actions which will be recorded for ever in the chronicles of
that Empire, while posterity shall hardly believe them, al-

though attested by millions. I reflected what a mortification it
must prove to me to appear as inconsiderable in this nation as
one single Lilliputian would be among us. But this I con-
ceived was to be the least of my misfortunes: for, as human
creatures are observed to be more savage and cruel in pro-
portion to their bulk, what could I expect but to be a morsel
in the mouth of the first among these enormous barbarians
who should happen to seize me? Undoubtedly philosophers
are in the right when they tell us, that nothing is great or little
otherwise than by comparison.® It might have pleased Fortune
to let the Lilliputians find some nation, where the people were
as diminutive with respect to them, as they were to me. And
who knows but that even this prodigious race of mortals
might be equally overmatched in some distant part of the
world, whereof we have yet no discovery?

Scared and confounded as I was, I could not forbear going
on with these reflections, when one of the reapers approach-
ing within ten yards of the ridge where I lay, made me appre-
hend that with the next step I should be squashed to death
under his foot, or cut in two with his reaping-hook. And
therefore when he was again about to move, I screamed as
loud as fear could make me. Whereupon the huge creature
trod short, and looking round about under him for some
time, at last espied me as I lay on the ground. He considered a
while with the caution of one who endeavours to lay hold on
a small dangerous animal in such a manner that it shall not be
able either to scratch or to bite him, as I myself have some-
times done with a weasel in England. At length he ventured
to take me up behind by the middle between his forefinger and
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tl:l-umi:, and brought me within three yards of his eyes, that he
might behold my shape more perfectly, I guessed his n;eanjng
and my good fortune gave me so much presence of mind, tba;
I resolved not to struggle in the least as he held me in the air
al_:rc-ve sixty foot from the ground, although he grievously
pinched my sides, for fear I should slip through his fingers,
All T ventured was to raise mine eyes towards the sun, and
place my hands together in a supplicating posture, :u;d to
speak some wotrds in an humble melancholy tone, suitable to
the condition I then was in. For I apprehended every moment
that he would dash me against the ground, as we usually do
any little hateful animal which we have a mind to destroy. But
my good star would have it, that he appeated pleased with my
voice and gestures, and began to look upon me as a curiosity
much wondering to hear me pronounce articulate words alj
though he could not understand them. In the meantime I Jwas
not able to forbear groaning and shedding tears, and turning
my head towards my sides; letting him know, as well as I
could, how cruelly I was hurt by the pressure of his thumb and
finger. He seemed to apprehend my meaning; for, lifting up
the lappet of his coat, he put me gently into it, and immediately
ran along with me to his master, who was a substantial
farmer, and the same person I had first seen in the field.

The farmer having (as I supposed by their talk) received
51_1{:11 an account of me as his servant could give him, took a
piece of a small straw, about the size of 2 walking-staff, and
therewith lifted up the lappets of my coat; which it seems he
thought to be some kind of covering that nature had given me
He blew my haits aside to take a better view of my face. H{;
called his hinds? about him, and asked them (as T afterwards
learned) whether they had ever seen in the fields any little
creature that resembled me. He then placed me softly on the
ground upon all four, but I got immediately up, and walked
slmfviy backwards and forwards, to let those people see I had
fio intent to run away. They all sat down in a circle about me,
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the better to observe my motions. I pulled off my hat, and
made a low bow towards the farmer. I fell on my knees, and
lifted up my hands and eyes, and spoke several words as loud
as I could: I took a purse of gold out of my pocket, and
humbly presented it to him. He received in on the palm of his
hand, then applied it close to his eye, to see what it was, and
afterwards turned it several times with the point of a pin
(which he took out of his sleeve), but could make nothing of
it. Whereupon I made a sign that he should place his hand
on the ground. I then took the purse, and opening it, poured
all the gold into his palm. There were six Spanish pieces of
four pistoles each, besides twenty or thirty smaller coins. I
saw him wet the tip of his little finger upon his tongue, and
take up one of my largest pieces, and then another, but he
seemed to be wholly ignorant what they were. He made me 2
sign to put them again into my purse, and the pusse again into
my pocket, which after offering to him several times, I thought
it best to do.

The farmer by this time was convinced I must be a rational
creature. He spoke often to me, but the sound of his voice
pierced my ears like that of a watermill, yet his words were
articulate enough. I answered as loud as I could in several
languages, and he often laid his ear within two yards of me,
but all in vain, for we were wholly unintelligible to each other.
He then sent his servants to their work, and taking his
handkerchief out of his pocket, he doubled and spread it on
his left hand, which he placed flat on the ground with the
palm upwards, making me a sign to step into it, as T could
easily do, for it was not above a foot in thickness. I thought it
my part to obey; and for fear of falling, laid myself at full
length upon the handkerchief, with the remainder of which he
lapped me up to the head for further security, and in this
manner carried me home to his house. There he called his wife,
and showed me to her:; but she screamed and ran back as

women in England do at the sight of a toad or a spider.
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reconciled, and by degrees grew extremely tender of me.

-It was about twelve at noon, and a servant brought in
dm_ner. It Wwas only one substantial dish of meat (fit for the
plain condition of an husbandman) in a dish of about four

Iwasinaterﬁhlefﬁght,mdkeptasfaraalcould&o

edge for fear of falling. The wife minced a bit of m&uutmthrf':::=
crumbled some bread on a trencher, and placed it befc;;e me
I made her a low bow, took out my knife and fork, and fell ro
cat, which gave them exceeding delight. The m.isl:r’ms sent her
maid f'or a small dram-cup, which held about two gallons, and
_ﬁﬁed it with dn‘nk;'I took up the vessel with much difficulty

readm: will easily conceive and excuse, I happened to stumble
agamst.a crust, and fell flat on my face, but received no hurt, T
got up immediately, and observing the good people to be in
much concern, I took my hat (which I held under my arm out
of good manners) and waving it over my head, made three
huzzins, to show I bad got no mischief by the fall. But ad-
vancing forwards toward my master (as I shall henceforth call
him) his youngest son who sat next him, an arch boy of about
ten years old, took me up by the legs, and held me so high in
the a.u-,‘ﬁ:uat I trembled every limb; but his father snatched me
&omhm,andatthemmcﬁmegavchimsuchaboxonthc
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left ear, as would have felled an European troop of hotse to
the earth, ordering him to be taken from the table. But, being
afraid the boy might owe me a spite, and well remembering
how mischievous all children among us naturally are to spar-
rows, rabbits, young kittens, and puppy dogs, I fell on my
knees, and pointing to the boy, made my master understand,
as well as I could, that I desired his son might be pardoned.
The father complied, and the lad took his seat again; where-
upon I went to him and kissed his hand, which my master
took, and made him stroke me gently with it.

In the midst of dinner my mistress’s favourite cat leapt into
her lap. I'heard a noise behind me like that of 2 dozen stocking-
weavers at work; and turning my head I found it proceeded
from the purring of this animal, who seemed to be three times
larger than an ox, as I computed by the view of her head, and
one of her paws, while her mistress was feeding and stroking
het. The fierceness of this creature’s countenance altogether
discomposed me; though I stood at the farther end of the
table, above fifty foot off, and although my mistress held her
fast for fear she might give a spring, and seize me in her talons.
But it happened there was no danger; for the cat took not the
least notice of me when my master placed me within three
yards of her. And as I have been always told, and found true
by experience in my travels, that flying, or discovering fear
before a fierce animal, is a certain way to make it pursue or
attack you, so I resolved in this dangerous juncture to show

no manner of concern. I walked with intrepidity five or six
times before the very head of the cat, and came within haif a
yard of her; whereupon she drew herself back, as if she were
more afraid of me: I had less apprehension concerning the
dogs, whereof three or four came into the room, as it is usual
in farmers” houses; one of which was a mastiff equal in bulk to
four elephants, and a greyhound somewhat taller than the
mastiff, but not so large.

When dinner was almost done, the nurse came in with a
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CHAPTER 8

i The King and Oueen make a progress fo the frontiers. The author
attends them. Tbe manper in which be leaves the country very par-
 Heularly related. He returns fo England.

ITra D always a strong impulse that I should sometime recover
my liberty, though it were impossible to conjecture by what
means, of to form any project with the least hope of sujrocecd
ing, 'I'he.ship in which I sailed was the first ever known to b;
driven within sight of that coast, and the King had given strict
orders, that if at any time another appeared, it should be taken
ashore-, and with all its crew and passengers brought in
tumbril to Lorbrulgrud. He was strongly bent to get me :
woman of my own size, by whom I might propagate the
breed:: but I think I should rather have died than undergon
the &:sgz:acc of leaving a posterity to be kept in cages like im:
canary birds, and perhaps in time sold about the kingdom to
persons 'of quality for curiosities. I was indeed treated with
much kindness; I was the favourite of a great King and
Queen, and the delight of the whole Court, but it wasgu o
such a foot as ill became the dignity of human kind. I mpuiz
never forget those domestic pledges I had left behi;:ld me, I
wanted to be among people with whom I could converse u :
even .terms, and walk about the streets and fields without i’::
of l.)e.mg trod to death like a frog or a young puppy. But, m
deliverance came sooner than I expected, and in a mamm: 5;
very common: the whole story and circumstances of wh.i:]:lu I
shall faithfully relate.
I had now been two years in this country;
beginning nrf the third, Glumdaleclitch and Iiﬁc;ndida;iult{it:t
and Quefau in a progress to the south coast of the kingdnm%
z:.s carried as usual in my travelling-box, which, as I have
_cady described, was a very convenient closet of twelve foot
wide. I had ordered a hammock to be fixed by silken ropes
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from the four corners at the top, to break the jolts, when &
servant carried me before him on horseback, as I sometimes
desired, and would often sleep in my hammock while we
were upon the road. On the roof of my closet, set not directly
over the middle of the hammock, I ordered the joinerto cut out
a hole of a foot square to give me air in hot weather as I slept,
which hole I shut at pleasure with a board that drew back-
wards and forwards through a groove.

When we came to our journey’s end, the King thought
proper to pass a few days ata palace he hath near Flanflasnic, 2
city within eighteen English miles of the seaside. Glumdal-
dlitch and I were much fatigued; I had gotten a small cold, but
the poor girl was so ill as to be confined to her chamber. I
longed to see the ocean, which must be the only scene of my
escape, if ever it should happen. I pretended to be worse than
I really was, and desired leave to take the fresh air of the sea,
with 2 page whom I was very fond of, and who had some-
times been trusted with me. I shall never forget with what
unwillingness Glumdalclitch consented, nor the strict charge
she gave the page to be careful of me, bursting at the same
time into a2 flood of tears, as if she had some foreboding of
what was to happen. The boy took me out in my box about
half an hour’s walk from the palace towards the rocks on the
seashore. I ordered him to set me down, and lifting up one of
my sashes, cast many a wistful melancholy look towards the

sea. I found myself not very well, and told the page that I had
a mind to take a nap in my hammock, which 1 hoped would do
me good. I got in, and the boy shut the window close down
to keep out the cold. I soon fell asleep, and all I can conjecture
is, that while I slept, the page, thinking no danger could
happen, went among the rocks to look for birds’ eggs, having
befote observed him from my window searching about, and
picking up one or two in the clefts. Be that as it will, I found
myself suddenly awaked with a violent pull upon the ting
which was fastened at the top of my box for the conveniency
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of catriage. I felt the box raised very high in the air, and then
borne forward with prodigious speed. The first jolt had like
'to have shaken me out of my hammock, but afterwards the
motion was easy enough. I called out several times as loud as I
could raise my voice, but all to no purpose. I looked towards
my windows, and could see nothing but the clouds and sky. I
heard a noise just over my head like the clapping of wings,
and then began to perceive the woeful condition I was in;
that some eagle had got the ring of my box in his beak, with
an intent to let it fall on a rock like a tortoise in a shell, and
then pick out my body and devour it. For the sagacity and
smell of this bird enable him to discover his quarry at a great
distance, though better concealed than I could be within a
two-inch board. '

In a little time I observed the noise and futter of wings to
increase very fast, and my box was tossed up and down like a
signpost in a windy day. I heard several bangs or buffets, as I
thought, given to the eagle (for such I am certain it must have
been that held the ring of my box in his beak) and then all on a
sudden felt myself falling perpendicularly down for above a
minute, but with such incredible swiftness that I almost lost
my breath. My fall was stopped by a terrible squash, that
sounded louder to mine ears than the cataract of Niagara; after
which I was quite in the dark for another minute, and then
my box began to rise so high that I could see light from the
tops of my windows. I now perceived that I was fallen into
the sea. My box, by the weight of my body, the goods that
wete in, and the broad plates of iron fixed for strength at the
four corners of the top and bottom, floated about five foot
deep in water. I did then, and do now suppose that the eagle
which flew away with my box was pursued by two or three
others, and forced to let me drop while he was defending
himself against the rest, who hoped to share in the prey. The
plates of iron fastened at the bottom of the box (for those
wete the strongest) preserved the balance while it fell, and
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hindered it from being broken on the surface of the water.
Every joint of it was well grooved, and the c?o::-r did not move
on hinges, but up and down like a sash, which !iept my clc?set
so tight that very little water came in. I got with much diffi-
culty out of my hammock, having first veiltutad to dr:?w back
the slip-board on the roof already mentioned, contrived on
purpose to let in air, for want of which I found myself almost
ifled.
Su?—low often did I thea wish myself with my dear (-.;iumdal-
clitch, from whom one single hour had so far divided m_el
And I may say with truth, that in the midst of my own mis-
fortunes I could not forbear lamenting my poor nurse, the
grief she would suffer for my loss, the displeasure of the
Queen, and the ruin of her fortune. Perhaps many travellers
have not been under greater difficulties and distress than I was
at this juncture, expecting every moment to sce my box
dashed in pieces, or at least overset by the first violent blast,
or a rising wave. A breach in one single pane t:_-f glass would
have been immediate death: nor could anything have pre-
served the windows but the strong lattice wires placed on thn
outside against accidents in travelling. I saw the watet 00z¢ in
at several crannies, although the leaks were not considerable,
and I endeavoured to stop them as well as I could. I.was not
able to lift up the roof of my closet, which other.mse I cer-
tainly should have done, and sat on tiﬂ: top of it, where 1
might at least preserve myself from being shut up, as I may
call it, in the hold. Or, if I escaped these dangers for a day or
two, what could I expect but a miserable death of cold gnd
hunger! I was four hours under these circumstances, expecting
and indeed wishing every moment to be my last.

1 have already told the reader, that the.re wete two strong
staples fixed upon the side of my box which bad no window,
and into which the servant who used to carry me on I?nrsebeck
would put a leathern belt, and buckle it about his waist. Being
in this disconsolate state, I heard or at least thought I heard
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some kind of grating noise on that side of my box where the
staples were fixed, and soon after I began to fancy that the box
was pulled, or towed along in the sea; for I now and then felt
a sort_of tugging which made the waves rise near the tops of
my windows, leaving me almost in the dark. This gave me
some faint hopes of relief, although I were not able to imagine
how it could be brought about. I ventured to unscrew one of
my chairs, which were always fastened to the floor; and having
n:u.ade.ahardshifttomcwit down again ditectly under the
shp?mg-board that I had lately opened, I mounted on the
chair, and putting my mouth as near as I could to the hole, I
called for help in a loud voice, and in all the languages I
understood. I then fastened my handkerchief to a stick I
us-.::;.l_i:_;r carried, and thrusting it up the hole, waved it several
times mtthir, that if any boat or ship were near, the seamen
ﬁght conjecture some unhappy mortal to be shut up in the

X,

I found no effect from all I could do, but plainly perceived
my closet to be moved along; and in the space of an hour, or
be_tter, that side of the box where the staples were, and had no
1:!\'-'111:1-:;1@&"1 struck against something that was hard. I appre-
hended it to be a rock, and found myself tossed more than
ever. I plainly heard a noise upon the cover of my closet, like
that of a cable, and the grating of it as it passed through the
ring. I then found myself hoisted up by degrees at least three
foot h_ighe: than I was before. Whereupon, I again thrust up
my stick and handkerchief, calling for help till T was almost
hmrse: In return to which, I heard a great shout repeated
three times, giving me such transports of joy as are not to be
mucer:md but by those who feel them. I now heard a
u'am.phng over my head, and somebody calling through the
hole with a loud voice in the English tongue: If there be any-
body below let them speak. 1 answered, I was an Englishman,
drawn by ill fortune into the greatest calamity that ever any
creature underwent, and begged, by all that was moving, to be
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delivered out of the dungeon I was in. The voice replied, I was
safe, for my box was fastened to their ship; and the carpenter
should immediately come, and saw an hole in the cover, large
enough to pull me out. I answered, that was needless, and
would take up too much time, for there was no more to be
done, but let one of the crew put his finger into the ring, and
take the box out of the sea into the ship, and so into the
captain’s cabin. Some of them upon hearing me talk so wildly
thought I was mad; others laughed; for indeed it never came
into my head that I was now got among people of my own
stature and strength. The carpenter came, and in a few
minutes sawed 2 passage about four foot square, then let
down a small ladder, upon which I mounted, and from thence
was taken into the ship in a very weak condition.

The sailors were all in amazement, and asked me a thousand
questions, which I had no inclination to answer. I was
equally confounded at the sight of so many pygmies, for such
1 took them to be, after having so long accustomed mine eyes
to the monstrous objects I had left. But the captain, Mr
Thomas Wilcocks, an honest worthy Shropshire man, ob-
serving I was ready to faint, took me into his cabin, gave me a
cordial to comfort me, and made me sur# ## upon his own bed,
advising me to take a little rest, of which I had great need.
Before I went to sleep I gave him to understand that I had
some valuable furniture in my box, too good to be lost; a fine
hammock, an handsome field-bed, two chaits, a table and a
cabinet: that my closet was hung on all sides, or rather
quilted, with silk and cotton: that if he would let one of the
crew bring my closet into his cabin, I would open it before
him, and show him my goods. The captain, hearing me utter
these absurdities, concluded 1 was raving: however (I suppose
to pacify me), he promised to give order as I desired, and going
upon deck, sent some of his men down into my closet, from
whence (as I afterwards found) they drew up all my goods,and
stripped off the quilting; but the chairs, cabinet and bedstead,

185




GULLIVER’S TRAVELS

being screwed to the floor, were much damaged by the ignor-
ance of the seamen, who tore them up by force. Then they
knocked off some of the boards fo:theuseofth:ship, and
?trhen they had got all they had a mind for, let the hulk drop
into the sea, which, by reason of many breaches made in the
bottom and sides, sunk # rights. And indeed I was glad not to
have been a spectator of the havoc they made; because I am
confident it would have sensibly touched me, by bringing for-
mer passages into my mind, which I had rather forget.

I slept some hours, but perpetunally disturbed with dreams
of the place I had left, and the dangers 1 had escaped. How-
ever, upon waking I found myself much recovered. It was
now ab_out eight o’clock at night, and the captain ordered
supper 1mr_nbdis.te1y, thinking I had already fasted too long.
He eatertained me with great kindness, observing me not to
lock wildly, or talk inconsistently; and when we were left
alone, desired I would give him a relation of my travels, and
by what accident I came to be set adrift in that monsl:ruus
wooden chest. He said, that about twelve o’clock at noon, as
he was looking through his glass, he spied it at a distance, and
thought it was a sail, which he had a mind to make, being
not much out of his course, in hopes of buying some biscuit,
his own beginning to fall short. That, upon coming nearer
and finding his error, he sent out his long-boat to tiiscuvr.::
what I was; that his men camie back in a fright, swearing they
had seen a swimming house. That he laughed at their folly
and went himself in the boat, ordering his men to take :;
strong cable along with them. That the weather being calm
he rowed round me several times, observed my windows, and’
the wire lattices that defended them. That he discovered two
staples upon one side, which was all of boards, without any
passage for light. He then commanded his men to row up to
ti:_uat side, and fastening a cable to one of the staples, ordered
his men to tow my chest (as he called it) towards the ship.
When it was there, he gave directions to fasten another cable
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to the ring fixed in the cover, and to raise up my chest with
pulleys, which all the sailors were not able to do abowe two ot
three foot. He said, they saw my stick and handkerchief thrust
out of the hole, and concluded that some unhappy man must
be shut up in the cavity. I asked whether he or the crew had
seen any prodigious birds in the air about the time he first
discovered me. To which he answered, that discoursing this
matter with the sailors while I was asleep, one of them said he
had observed three eagles flying towards the north, but re-
marked nothing of their being larger than the usual size,
which I suppose must be imputed to the great height they
were at: and he could not guess the reason of my question.
I then asked the captain how far he reckoned we might be
from land; he said, by the best computation he could make,
we were at least an hundred leagues, I assured him, that he
must be mistaken by almost half, for I had not left the country
from whence 1 came above two hours before I dropped into
the sea. Whereupon he began again to think that my brain
was disturbed, of which he gave me a hint, and advised me to
go to bed in a cabin he had provided. I assured him I was well
refreshed with his good entertainment and company, and as
much in my senses as ever I was in my life. He then grew
serious, and desired to ask me freely whether I were not
troubled in mind by the consciousness of some enormous
crime, for which I was punished at the command of some
prince, by exposing me in that chest, as great criminals in
other countries have been forced to sea in a leaky vessel with-
out provisions: for, although he should be sorry to have taken
so ill 2 man into his ship, yet he would engage his word to set
me safe on shore in the first port where we arrived. He added,
that his suspicions were much increased by some very absurd
speeches 1 had delivered at first to the sailors, and afterwards
to himself, in relation to my closet or chest, as well as by my
odd looks and behaviour while I was at supper.
I begged his patience to hear me tell my story, which I
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faithfully did from the last time I left England to the moment
he first discovered me. And, as truth always forceth its way
into rational minds, so this honest worthy gentleman, who
had some tincture of learning, and very good sense, was im-
mediately convinced of my candour and veracity. But, further
to confirm all I had said, I entreated him to give order that
my cabinet should be brought, of which I kept the key in my
pocket (for he had already informed me how the seamen dis-
posed of my closet); I opened it in his presence, and showed
him the small collection of rarities I made in the country from
whence I had been so strangely delivered. There was the comb
I had contrived out of the stumps of the King’s beard, and
another of the same materials, but fixed into a paring of her
Majesty’s thumb-nail, which served for the back. There was
a collection of needles and pins from a foot to half a yard long.
Four wasp-stings, like joiners’ tacks: some combings of the
Queen’s hair: a gold ring which one day she made me a
present of in a most obliging manner, taking it from her little
finger, and throwing it over my head like a collar, T desired
the captain would please to accept this ring in return of his
civilities, which he absolutely refused. I showed him a corn
that I had cut off with my own hand from a Maid of Honour’s
toe; it was about the bigness of a Kentish pippin, and Brown
so hard, that when I returned to England, I got it hollowed
into a cup and set in silver. Lastly, I desired him to see the
breeches I had then on, which were made of a mouse’s skin.,
I could force nothing on him but a footman’s tooth, which
I observed him to examine with great curiosity, and found he
had a fancy for it. He received it with abundance of thanks,
more than such a trifle could deserve. It was drawn by an un-
skilful surgeon in a mistake from one of Glumdalclitch’s
men, who was afflicted with the toothache, but it was as
sound as any in his head. I got it cleaned, and put it into my
cabinet. It was about a foot long, and four inches in diameter,
The captain was very well satisfied with this plain relation I
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had given him; and said, he hoped w‘m?n we returned to
England, I would oblige the world by putting it in paper, and
making it public. My answer was, that I thought.we were
already overstocked with books of travels: that rfct‘mng could
now pass which was not extraordinary, wlrmtcm I doTmed
some authors less consulted truth than their own vanity or
interest, or the diversion of ignorant readers. That my story
could contain little besides common events, wirhcfut those
ornamental descriptions of strange plants, t:aes,-bltds, and
other animals, or the barbarous customs and idolatry of

" savage people, with which most writers abound. However, I

thanked him for his good opinion, and pFoﬁﬂsed to take the
matter into my thoughts. ‘

He said he wondered at one thing very much, jwh_u:h was to
hear me speak 5o loud, asking me whether the ng or Queen
of that country wese thick of hearing, I told him it was n‘rhat
I had been used to for above two years past, and that T admired
as much at the voices of him and his men, whf) seemed to me
only to whisper, and yet I could hear them well cnolugh-. But,
when I spoke in that country, it was like a man talking in the
street to another looking out from the top of a steq::lc, unless
when I was placed on a table, or held in any person’s hand. I
told him I had likewise observed another thing, that when I
first got into the ship, and the sailors stc-_::d all about me, I
thought they were the most little contemptible {.:rea'fures I had
ever beheld. For, indeed, while I was in that Prince’s country,
1 could never endure to look in a glass after mine eyes had been
accustomed to such prodigious objects, because the com-
parison gave me SO despicable a conceit of myself. The cap-
tain said, that while we were at supper, he observed me to
look at everything with a sort of wonder, af1d that 1 often
seemed hardly able to contain my laughter, which t'u: knew r%crt
well how to take, but imputed it to some disorder in my brain.
1 answered, it was very true,and I wondered _huw I could for-
bear, when I saw his dishes of the size of 2 silver threepence,
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2 leg of pork hardly a mouthful, a cup not so big as a nutshell:
and so I went on, describing the rest of his household-stuff
// and provisions after the same manner. For although the
Queen had ordered a little equipage of all things necessary for
me while I was in her service, yet my ideas were wholly taken
up with what I saw on every side of me, and I winked at my
own littleness as people do at their own faults, The captain
understood my raillery very well, and merrily replied with the
old English proverb, that he doubted mine eyes were bigger
than my belly, for he did not observe my stomach so good,
although I had fasted all day; and continuing in his mirth,
protested he would have gladly given an hundred pounds to
have seen my closet in the eagle’s bill, and afterwards in its
fall from so great an height into the sea; which would cer-
tainly have been a most astonishing object, worthy to have the
description of it transmitted to future ages: and the com-
parison of Phaethon ' was so obvious, that he could not for-
bear applying it, although I did not much admite the conceit.
The captain, having been at Tonquin,** was in his return to
England driven north-eastward to the latitude of 44 degrees,
and of longitude 143. But meeting a trade wind two days after
I came on board him, we sailed southward a long time, and
coasting New Holland 4 kept our course west-south-west,
and then south-south-west till we doubled the Cape of Good
Hope. Our voyage was very prosperous, but I shall not trouble
the reader with a journal of it. The captain called in at one or
two ports and sent in his long-boat for provisions and fresh
water, but I never went out of the ship till we came into the
Downs, which was on the 3rd day of June, 1706, about nine
months after my escape. I offered to leave my goods in security
for payment of my freight; but the captain protested he would
not receive one farthing. We took kind leave of each other,
and I made him promise he would come to see me at my house

in Redriff. I hired a horse and guide for five shillings, which I
botrowed of the captain.
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As I was on the road, observing the littleness of the Imuse_s,
the trees, the cattle and the people, I began to think myself in
Lilliput. I was afraid of trampling on every traveller I met,
and often called aloud to have them stand out of the way, so
that I had like to have gotten one or two broken heads for my
impertinence. .

When I came to my own house, for which I was forced to
enquire, one of the servants opening the door, I E_n:nt down to
go in (like a goose under a gate) for fear of striking my head.
My wife ran out to embrace me, but I stooped lower than her
knees, thinking she could otherwise never be a.hlr: to reach my
mouth. My daughter kneeled to ask me blessing, but I could
not see her till she arose, having been so long used to stand
with my head and eyes erect to above sixty fout‘; and then I
went to take her up with one hand, by ti-le waist, I Iuokt::d
down upon the servants and one or two friends w_h{:- were in
the house, as if they had been pygmies, and I a giant. I told

my wife she had been too thrifty, for I found she had starved
herself and her daughter to nothing. In short, I behaved m'_;:—
self so unaccountably, that they were all of the captain’s
opinion when he first saw me, and concluded I had lost my
wits. This I mention as an instance of the great power of habit
d prejudice. -
aﬂl111'1P:1 litt'&: time I and my family and friends came to 2 right
understanding: but my wife pmrtcstefi 1 should never go to
sea any more; although my evil destiny so. ordered that she
had not power to hinder me, as the reader may know here-
after. In the meantime I here conclude the second part of my

unfortunate Voyages.

THE END OF THE SECOND PART.
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Parts Unknown

CHAPTER I

The author sets ont on bis third voyage, is taken by pirates. The malice
of a Dutchman. His arrival at an island. He is received into Laputa,

I 24D not been at home above ten days, when Captain William
Robinson, a Cornish man, commander of the Hape-well, a
stout ship of three hundred tons, came to my house. I had
formerly been surgeon of another ship where he was master,
and a fourth part owner, in a voyage to the Levant; he had
always treated me more like a brother than an inferior officer,
and hearing of my atrival made me a visit, as apprehended
only out of friendship, for nothing passed more than what is
usual after long absence. But repeating his visits often, ex-
pressing his joy to find me in good heaith, asking whether I
were now settled for life, adding that he intended a voyage to
the Fast Indies, in two months; at last he plainly invited me,
though with some apologies, to be surgeon of the ship; that T
should have another surgeon under me besides our two
mates; that my salary should be double to the usual pay; and
that having experienced my knowledge in sea-affairs to be at
least equal to his, he would enter into any engagement to
follow my advice, as much as if T had shate in the command.

He said so many other obliging things, and I knew him to
be so honest a man, that I could not reject his proposal; the
thirst I had of seeing the world, notwithstanding my past
misfortunes, continuing as violent as ever. The only difficulty
that remained, was to persuade my wife, whose consent how-
ever I at last obtained, by the prospect of advantage she pro-
posed to her children.

We set out the jth day of August, 1706, and arrived at Fort
St George,* the 11th of April, 1707, stayed there three weeks
to refresh our crew, many of whom were sick. From thence
we went to Tonquin, where the captain resolved to continue
some time, because many of the goods he intended to buy
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were not ready, Imr.uunld he expect to be dispatched in several
months. Therefore in hopes to defray some of the charges he
~ must be at, he bought a sloop, loaded it with several sorts of

sloop, and gave me power to traffic, whi transacted
op, while i
affairs at Tonquin, N -
"U.Fe had not sailed above three da » When, a great storm
atsing, we were driven five days to the nurth—nnrth—east, and
then to the east, after which we had fair weather, but still with
4 pretty strong gale from the west, Upoen the tenth day we
:;rere chased by two pirates, who soon overtook us; for my
O0p Wwas so deep loaden, that she sailed very slow, neither
we‘; We 1a a condition to defend ourselves, ’
€ were boarded about the same time b i
: ¥ both the
who entered furiously at the head of their men, but ﬁng.;;t:;
a%i _prosdtram upon our faces (for so I 8ave order), they
Piuoned us with stron Topes, and setting a guar :
went to search the s!ofp. g : e
I obsmec.l among them a Dutchman, who seemed to be of
some authority, though he were not commander of either ship.
He _kpcw us by out countenances to be Englishmen, and jab-

countries, in s:trict alliance,? that he would move the captaing
::I take Some pity on us. This inflamed his rage, he repeated his
: c;atemngs,_and furning to his companions, spoke with great

hiemence, in the Japanese language, as I Suppose, often
using the word (Mbristiangs. ,

‘The largest f’f the two pirate ships was commanded by a
Japanese captain, who spoke a little Dutch, but very imper-
fectly. He came Up to me, and after severa] questions, which T
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answered in great humility, he said we should not die. I made
the captain a very low bow, and then turning to the Dutch-
man, said, I was sorry to find more mercy in a heathen, than
in a brother Christian. But I had soon reason to repent those
foolish words; for that malicious reprobate, having often
endeavoured in vain to persuade both the captains that I
might be thrown into the sea (which they would not yield to
after the promise made me, that I should not die), however
prevailed so far as to have a punishment inflicted on me,
worse in all human appearance than death itself. My men
wete sent by an equal division into both the pirate ships, and
my sloop new manned. As to myself, it was determined that I
should be set adrift, in a small canoe, with paddles and a sail,
and four days’ provisions, which last the Japanese captain
was so kind to double out of his own stores, and would
permit no man to search me. I got down into the canoe,
while the Dutchman, standing upon the deck, loaded me
with all the curses and injurious terms his language could
afford.

About an hour before we saw the pirates, I had taken an
observation, and found we were in the latitude of 46 N. and of
longitude 183. When I was at some distance from the pirates,
I discovered by my pocket-glass several islands to the south-
east. I set up my sail, the wind being fair, with a design to
reach the nearest of those islands, which I made a shift to do
in about three hours. It was all rocky; however I got many
birds’ eggs, and striking fire I kindled some heath and dry
seaweed, by which I roasted my eggs. I ate no other supper,
being resolved to spare my provisions as much as I could. I
passed the night under the shelter of a rock, strowing some
heath under me, and slept pretty well.

The next day I sailed to another island, and thence to a third
and fourth, sometimes using my sail, and sometimes my
paddles. But not to trouble the reader with a particular
account of my distresses; let it suffice, that on the jth day I
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were not ready, nor could he expect to be dispatched in several
months. Therefore in hopes to defray so:ﬂ the charges he
must be at, he bought a sloop, loaded it with several sorts of
goud-s, wherewith the Tonquinese usually trade to the neigh-
bouring islands, and putting fourteen men on board, where-
:11; three *:cre of the country, he appointed me master of the
op, and gave me power i i
it iy p to traffic, while he transacted his
_‘D:Fe had not sailed above three days, when, a great storm
atising, we were driven five days to the north-north-east, and
then to the east, after which we had fair weather, but still with
2 pretty strong gale from the west. Upon the tenth day we
were chased by two pirates, who soon overtook us: for my
sloop was §0 deep loaden, that she sailed very slow: neither
wi:; we in ]: condition to defend ourselves.
€ were boarded about the same time b i
who entered furiously at the head of their mj’;ﬁi’ﬂﬁﬂiﬂgﬁ
:}Hinjmuate 'L.alﬂ:-lon our faces (for so I gave order), they
us with strong 1o i
Lo i fp_ pes, and setlmg a guard upon us,
I observed among them a Dutchman, who seemed to be of
some authority, though he were not commander of either shi
He _kpew us l::y our countenances to be Englishmen, and jalI:—
bering to us in his own language, swore we should be tied
back to back, and thrown into the sea. I spoke Dutch tolerabl
v_;rell; 1 told him who we were, and begged him in »::r::-msidv::;t‘a,lrir
tion cf out being Christians and Protestants, of neighbouring
countries, in strict alliance,? that he would move the captaing
to take some pity on us. This inflamed his rage, he repeated his
:l:hmtcmngs,_aniih turning to his companions, spoke with great
emence, in the Japanese
using the word C&rigﬁim e L e irh i
The largest of the two pirate ships was commanded by a
Japanese captain, who spoke a little Dutch, but very imper-
fectly. He came up to me, and after several questions, which I
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answered in great humility, he said we should not die. I made
the captain a very low bow, and then turning to the Dutch-
man, said, I was sorry to find more mercy in a heathen, than
in 2 Lrother Christian. But I had soon reason to repent those
foolish words; for that malicious reprobate, having often
endeavoured in vain to persuade both the captains that I
might be thrown into the sea (which they would not yield to
after the promise made me, that I should not die), however
prevailed so far as to have a punishment inflicted on me,
worse in all human appearance than death itself. My men
were sent by an equal division into both the pirate ships, and
my sloop new manned. As to myself, it was determined that I
should be set adrift, in a small canoe, with paddles and a sail,
and four days’ provisions, which last the Japanese captain
was so kind to double out of his own stores, and would
permit no man to search me. I got down into the canoe,
while the Dutchman, standing upon the deck, loaded me
with all the cusses and injurious terms his language could
afford.

About an hour before we saw the pirates, I had taken an
observation, and found we were in the latitude of 46 N. and of
longitude 183. When I was at some distance from the pirates,
I discovered by my pocket-glass several islands to the south-
east. I set up my sail, the wind being fair, with a design to
reach the nearest of those islands, which I made a shift to do
in about three hours. It was all rocky; however 1 got many
birds’ eggs, and striking fire I kindled some heath and dry
seaweed, by which I roasted my eggs. I ate no other suppes,
being resolved to spate my provisions as much as I could. I
passed the night under the shelter of a rock, strowing some
heath under me, and slept pretty well.

The next day I sailed to another island, and thence to a third
and fourth, sometimes using my sail, and sometimes my
paddles. But not to trouble the reader with a particular
account of my distresses; let it suffice, that on the sth day I
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were not ready, nor could he expect to be dispatched i

months. Therefore in hopes :{ﬁie&ay mmci‘:' the c]il:ge:sﬁ
must be at, he bought a sloop, loaded it with several sorts of
gccd.s, whetewith the Tonquinese usually trade to the neigh-
bouring islands, and putting fourteen men on board, where-
of three were of the country, he appointed me master of the
sloop, and gave me power to traffic, while he transacted his
affairs at Tonquin.

.Wc had not sailed above three days, when, a great storm
arising, we were driven five days to the north-north-east, and
then to the east, after which we had fair weather, but still with
3 pretty strong gale from the west. Upon the teath day we
were chased by two pirates, who soon overtook us; for my
sloop was 50 deep loaden, that she sailed very slow, neither
wc; we in é;ldjtion to defend ourselves.

€ were d about the same time by both i
who entered furiously at the head of their ni:n, buttizg.;;agtis’s
;Iil,;ﬁ pn;‘rcitrate ]:ltl;;m our faces (for so I gave order), they

oned us with strong ropes i
went to search the slougp. Che SEtunF s

I observed among them a Dutchman, who seemed to be of
some authority, though he were not commander of either ship,
He‘k\mzw us by our countenances to be Englishmen, and jab-
bering to us in his own language, swore we should be tied
back to back, and thrown into the sea. T spoke Dutch tolerabl
v?'e.H; I told him who we were, and begged him in CODSldEIB{
tion of- out being Christians and Protestants, of neighbouting
countries, in strict alliance,? that he would move the captains
to take some pity on us. This inflamed his rage, he repeated his
ir;::ngs"mfh turning to his companions, spoke with great

nce, in the Ja
using the word Cﬁnfnf;ﬁesc Ly
‘The largest of the two pirate ships was commanded by a
Japanese captain, who spoke a little Dutch, but very imper-
fectly. He came up to me, and after several questions, which I
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answeted in great humility, he said we should not die. I made
the captain 2 very low bow, and then turning to the Dutch-
man, said, I was sorry to find more mercy in a heathen, han
in 2 brother Christian. But I had soon reason to repent those
foolish words; for that malicious reprobate, having often
endeavoured in vain to persuade both the captains that I
might be thrown into the sea (which they would not yield to
after the promise made me, that I should not die), however
prevailed so far as to have a punishment inflicted oo me,
worse in all human appearance than death itself. My men
were sent by an equal division into both the pirate ships, and
my sloop new manned. As to myself, it was determined that I
should be set adrift, in a small canoe, with paddles and a sail,
and four days’ provisions, which last the Japanese captain
was so kind to double out of his own stores, and would
permit no man to search me. I got down into the canoce,
while the Dutchman, standing upon the deck, loaded me
with all the curses and injurious terms his language could
afford.

About an hour before we saw the pirates, I had taken an
observation, and found we were in the latitude of 46 N. and of
longitude 183. When I was at some distance from the pirates,
1 discovered by my pocket-glass several islands to the south-
east. I set up my sail, the wind being fair, with a design to
reach the nearest of those islands, which I made a shift to do
in about three hours. It was all rocky; however 1 got many
birds’ eggs, and striking fire I kindled some heath and dry
seaweed, by which I roasted my eggs. I ate no other supper,
being resolved to spate my provisions as much as I could. I
passed the night under the shelter of a rock, strowing some
heath under me, and slept pretty well.

The next day I sailed to another island, and thence to a third
and fourth, sometimes using my sail, and sometimes my
paddles. But not to trouble the reader with a particular
account of my distresses; let it suffice, that on the sth day I
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arrived at the last island in my sight, which lay south-south-east
to the former.

This island was at a greater distance than I expected, and I
did not reach it in less than five hours. I encompassed it almost
round before I could find a convenient place to land in, which
was a small creek, about three times the wideness of my canoe.
I found the island to be all rocky, only a little intermingled
with tufts of grass, and sweet-smelling herbs. I took out my
small provisions, and after having refreshed myself, 1 secured
the remainder in a cave, whereof there were great numbers, I
gathered plenty of eggs upon the rocks, and got a quantity of
dry seaweed, and parched grass, which I designed to kindle
the next day, and roast my eggs as well as I could. (For I had
about me my flint, steel, match, and buraing-glass.) I lay all
night in the cave where I had lodged my provisions. My bed
was the same dry grass and seaweed which I intended for fuel.
I slept very little, for the disquiets of my mind prevailed over
my weariness, and kept me awake. I considered how im-

possible it was to preserve my life, in so desolate a place, and
how miserable my end must be. Yet I found myself so listless
and desponding, that I had not the heart to rise, and before I
wulfl get spirits enough to creep out of my cave, the day was
far advanced. I walked a while among the rocks; the sky was
petfectly clear, and the sun so hot, that I was forced to turn
my face from it: when all on a sudden it became obscured, as I
thought, in a manner very different from what happens by the
interposition of a cloud. I turned back, and perceived a vast
opaque body between me and the sun, moving forwards to-
wards the island: it seemed to be about two miles high, and
hid the sun six or seven minutes, but I did not observe the air
to be much colder, or the sky more darkened, than if T had

stood uader the shade of 2 mountain, As it approached nearer
over the place where I was, it appeared to be a firm substance,

the bottom flat, smooth, and shining very bright from the

refiection of the sea below. I stood upon 2 height about two
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hundred yards from the shore, and saw this vast body de-
scending almost to a parallel with me, at less than an English
mile distance. I took out my pocket-perspective, and could
plainly discover numbers of people moving up and down the
sides of it, which appeared to be sloping, but what those
people were doing, I was not able to distinguish.

The natural love of life gave me some inward motions of
joy, and I was ready to entertain a hope, that this adventure
might some way or other help to deliver me from the desolate
place and condition I was in. But at the same time the reader
can hardly conceive my astonishment, to behold an island in
the air, inhabited by men, who were able (as it should seem)
to raise, or sink, or put it into a progressive motion, as they
pleased. But not being at that time in a disposition to philoso-
phize upon this phenomenon, I rather chose to observe what
course the island would take, because it seemed for a while to
stand still. Yet soon after it advanced nearer, and I could see
the sides of it, encompassed with several gradations of gal-
leries, and stairs, at certain intervals, to descend from one to
the other. In the lowest gallery, I beheld some people fishing
with long angling-rods, and others looking on. I waved my
cap (for my hat was long since worn out) and my handkerchief
towards the island; and upon its nearer approach, I called and
shouted with the utmost strength of my voice; and then look-
ing circumspectly, I beheld a crowd gathered to that side
which was most in my view. I found by their pointing to-
wards me and to each other, that they plainly discovered me,
although they made no return to my shouting. But I could

see four or five men running in great haste up the stairs to the
top of the island, who then disappeared. I happened rightly to
conjecture, that these were sent for orders to some person in
authority upon this occasion.

The number of people increased, and in less than half an
hour, the island was moved and raised in such 2 manner, that

the lowest gallery appeared in a parallel of less than an
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hundred yards’ distance from the height where I stood. I then
put myself into the most supplicating postures, and spoke in
the humblest accent, but received no answer. Those who stood
nearest over-against me seemed to be persons of distinction,
as I supposed by their habit. They conferred earnestly with
each other, looking often upon me. At length one of them
called out in a clear, polite, smooth dialect, not unlike in sound
to the Italian; and thetefore I returned an answer in that
language, hoping at least that the cadence might be more
agreeable to his ears. Although neither of us understood the
other, yet my meaning was easily known, for the people saw
the distress I was in.

They made signs for me to come down from the rock, and
go towards the shore, which I accordingly did; and the flying
island being raised to a convenient height, the verge directly
over me, a4 chain was let down from the lowest gallery, with a
seat fastened to the bottom, to which I fixed myself, and was

drawn up by pulleys.

CHAPTER 2

The bumours and dispositions of the Laputians described. eAn acconmt

of their learning. Of the King and bis (owrs. The anthor’s recepiion

shere. The inhabitants subject to fears and disquietndes. cAn account
- of the women.

AT my alighting I was surrounded by a crowd of people, but
those who stood nearest seemed to be of better quality. They
beheld me with all the marks and circumstances of wonder,
neither indeed was I much in their debt, having never till then
seen a race of mortals so singular in their shapes, habits, and
countenances. Their heads were all reclined either to the right,
or the left; one of their eyes turned inward, and the other
directly up to the zenith. Their outward garments were
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adorned with the figures of suns, moons, and stars,? inter-
woven with those of fiddles, flutes, harps, trumpets, guitars,
harpsichords, and many more instraments of music, unknc:;wn
to us in Burope. I observed here and there many in the habit of
servants, with a blown bladder fastened like a fail to the end
of a short stick, which they carried in their hands. In each
bladder was a small quantity of dried pease or little pebbles (as
1 was afterwards informed). With these bladders they now and
then flapped the mouths and ears of those who stood near
them, of which practice I could not then conceive the mean-
ing; it seems, the minds of these people ate so taken up with
intense speculations, that they neither can speak, nor attend to
the discourses of others, without being roused by some
external taction upon the organs of speech and hearing; for
which reason, those persons who are able to afford it always
keep a flapper (the original is climenole) in their family, as one of
their domestics, nor ever walk abroad or make visits without
him. And the business of this officer is, when two or more
persons are in company, gently to strike with his bladder the
mouth of him who is to speak, and the right ear of him or
them to whom the speaker addresseth himself. This flapper is
likewise employed diligently to attend his master in his walks,
and upon occasion to give him a soft flap on his eyes, because
he is always so wrapped up in cogitation, that he isin mnmfcst
danger of falling down every precipice, and bouncing his head
against every post, and in the streets, of jostling others or
being jostled himself into the kennel.s ‘ .

Tt was necessary to give the reader this information, without
which he would be at the same loss with me, to understand the
proceedings of these people, as they conducted me up the
stairs, to the top of the island, and from thence to the roya]
palace. While we were ascending, they forgot stetal. times
what they were about, and left me to myself, till their me-
mories were again roused by their flappers; for they apg.aeared
altogether unmoved by the sight of my foreign habit and
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naturalists agree, at least they were never known to do so in
that country.

At the centre of the island there is a chasm about fifty yards
in diameter, from whence the astronomers descend into a large
dome, which is therefore called Flandona Gagnole, or the
eAstronomers’ ((ave, '+ situated at the depth of an hundred yards
beneath the upper surface of the adamant. In this cave are
twenty lamps continually burning, which from the reflection
of the adamant cast a strong light into every part. The place is
stored with great variety of sextants, quadrants, telescopes,
astrolabes, and other astronomical instruments. But the
greatest curiosity, upon which the fate of the island depends, is
a loadstone of a prodigious size, in shape resembling a
weaver’s shuttle. It is in length six yards, and in the thickest
patt at least three yards over.!s This magnet is sustained by a
very strong axle of adamant passing through its middle, upon
which it plays, and is poised so exactly that the weakest hand
can turn it. It is hooped round with an hollow cylinder of
adamant, four foot deep, as many thick, and twelve yards in
diameter, placed horizontally, and supported by eight ada-
mantine feet, each six yards high. In the middle of the concave
side there is a groove twelve inches deep, in which the extre-
mities of the axle are lodged, and turned round as there is
occasion,

The stone cannot be moved from its place by any force,
because the hoop and its feet are one continued piece with
that body of adamant which constitutes the bottom of the
island.

By means of this loadstone,¢ the island is made to rise and
fall, and move from one place to another. For, with respect to
that part of the earth over which the monarch presides, the
stone is endued at one of its'sides with an attractive power, and
at the other with a repulsive. Upon placing the magnet erect
with its attracting end towards the earth, the island descends;
but when the repelling extremity points downwards, the
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island mounts directly upwards. When the position of the
stone is oblique, the motion of the island is so too. For in this
magnet the forces always act in lines parallel to its direction.

By this oblique motion the island is conveyed to different

parts of the Monarch’s dominions, To explain the manner of
its progress, let e4 B represent a line drawn cross the do-
minions of Balnibarbi, let the line ¢ 4 represent the loadstone,
of which let 4 be the repelling end, and ¢ the attracting end, the
island being over (7; let the stone be placed in the position ¢ 4
with its repelling end downwards; then the island will be
driven upwards obliquely towards D. When it is arrived at D,
let the stone be turned upon its axle till its attracting end
points towards £, and then the island will be carried obliquely
towards €; where if the stone be again turned upon its axle ill
it stands in the position € F, with its repelling point down-
wards, the island will rise obliquely towards JF. where by
directing the attracting end towards G, the island mdy be
cartied to G, and from G to H, by turning the stone, so as to
make its repelling extremity point directly downwards. And
thus by changing the situation of the stone as often as there is
occasion, the island is made to rise and fall by turns in an
oblique direction, and by those alternate risings and fallings
(the obliquity being not considerable) is conveyed from one
patt of the dominions to the other.

But it must be observed, that this island cannot move
beyond the extent of the dominions below, nor can it rise
above the height of four miles. For which the astronomers
(who have written large systems concerning the stone) assign
the following reason: that the magnetic virtue does not extend
beyond the distance of four miles, and that the mineral which
acts upon the stone in the bowels of the earth, and in the sea
about six leagues distant from the shore, is not diffused
through the whole globe, but terminated with the limits of
the King’s dominions; and it was easy from the great ad-
vantage of such a superior situation, for a prince to bring
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under his obedience whatever country lay within the attrac-

ion of that magnet. _
uﬂ’;i’hm the stoﬁ: is put parallel to the plane of thc.‘}:foﬂzm?,
the island standeth still; for in that case, the e:*xu:cmltles of it
being at equal distance from the earth, act W:lth equal force,
the one in drawing downwards, the other in pushing up-
wards; and consequently no motion can ensue,

This loadstone is under the care of certain astronomers,
who from time to time give it such posii:ionsi as 'Ehe MnnaFch
directs. They spend the greatest part of their ]{ve.s in observing
the celestial bodies, which they do by the assistance ?f glasses
far excelling ours in goodness. For, althougy their largest
telescopes do not exceed three feet, they magnify much more
than those of a hundred with us, and show the stars with
greater clearness. This advantage hath enabled them to md
their discoveries much farther than our astronomers in
Europe; for they have made a catalogue of ten tI%GuSRnd fixed
stars, whereas the largest of ours do not E:nnt?m above one
third part of that number. They have likewise discovered two
lesser stars, or safelfites, which revolve about Mars, wI:}erecf
the innermost is distant from the centre of the primary
planet exactly three of his diameters, and the outermost
five; the former revolves in the space of ten hours, and th_c
latter in twenty-one and an half; so that the squares o_f their
periodical times are very near in the same proportion with 'fhe
cubes of their distance from the centre of Mars, which
evidently shows them to be governed by the same law of
gravitation, that influences the other hea_veui}r bodies.

They have observed ninety-three djﬁerent_ comets, and
settled their periods with great exactness. If this be true_{a.nd
they affirm it with great confidence), 1t‘1s much to be wished
that their observations were made public, whereby Fhe thaic-ry
of comets, which at present is very lafne and defective, might
be brought to the same perfection with other parts of astro-
nomy.
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The King would be the most absolute prince in the uni-
verse, if he could but prevail on a Ministry to join with him;
but these having their estates below on the continent, and
considering that the office of a favourite hath a very uncertain
tenure, would never consent to the enslaving their country.

If any town should engage in rebellion or mutiny, fall into
violent factions, or refuse to pay the usual tribute, the King
hath two methods of reducing them to obedience. The first
and the mildest course is by keeping the island hovering 17 over
such a town, and the lands about it, whereby he can deprive
them of the benefit of the sun and the rain, and consequently
afflict the inhabitants with dearth and diseases. And if the
crime deserve it, they are at the same time pelted from above
with great stones, against which they have no defence, but by
creeping into cellars or caves, while the roofs of their houses
are beaten to pieces. But if they still continue obstinate, or
offer to raise insurrections, he proceeds to the last remedy,
by letting the island drop directly upon their heads, which
makes a universal destruction both of houses and men, How-
ever, this is an extremity to which the Prince is seldom driven,
neither indeed is he willing to put it in execution, nor dare his
Ministers advise him to an action, which as it would render
them odious to the people, so it would be a great damage to
their own estates, that lie all below, for the island is the King’s
demesne.

But there is still indeed 2 more weighty reason, why the
Kings of this country have been always averse from executing
so terrible an action, unless upon the utmost necessity. For if
the town intended to be destroyed should have in it any tall
rocks, as it generally falls out in the larger cities, a situation
probably chosen at first with a view to prevent such a cata-
strophe; or if it abound in high spites or pillars of stone, a
sudden fall might endanger the bottom or under surface of
the island, which although it consist as I have said of one

entire adamant two hundred yards thick, might happen to
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crack by too great a shock, or burst by approaching too near
the fires from the houses below, as the backs both of iron and
stone will often do in our chimneys. Of all this the people are
well apprised, and understand how far to carry their obstinacy,
where their liberty or property is concerned. And the King,
when he is highest provoked, and most determined to press a
city to rubbish, orders the island to descend with great gentle-
ness, out of a pretence of tenderness to his people, but indeed
for fear of breaking the adamantine bottom; in which case it
is the opinion of all their philosophers, that the loadstone
could no longer hold it up, and the whole mass would fall to
the ground.

About three years before my arrival'® among them, while
the King was in his progress over his dominions, there
happened an extraordinary accident which had like to have put
a period to the fate of that monarchy, at least as it is now
instituted. Lindalino, the second city in the kingdom, was the
first his Majesty visited in his progress. Three days after his
departute, the inhabitants, who had often complained of great
oppressions, shut the town gates, seized on the Governor, and
with incredible speed and labour erected four large towers,
one at every corner of the city (which is an exact square),
equal in height to a strong pointed rock that stands directly in
the centre of the city. Upon the top of each tower, as well as
upon the rock, they fixed a great loadstone, and in case their
design should fail, they had provided a vast quantity of the
most combustible fuel, hoping to burst therewith the ada-
mantine bottom of the island, if the loadstone project should
miscarey.

It was eight months before the King had perfect notice that
the Lindalinians were in rebellion. He then commanded that
the island should be wafted over the city. The people were
unanimous, and had laid in store of provisions, and a great
river runs through the middle of the town. The King hovered
over them several days to deprive them of the sun and the rain.
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He ordered many pack-threads to be let down, yet not a person
offered to send up a petition, but instead thereof, very bold
demands, the redress of all their grievances, great immunities
t]?.ﬂ choice of their own Governor, and other the like cxm':
bitances. Upon which his Majesty commanded all the in-
habitants of the island to cast great stones from the lower
ga.]lcry into the town; but the citizens had provided against
this mischief by conveying their persons and effects into the
four towers, and other strong buildings, and vaults under
ground.

The King being now determined to reduce this proud
people, ordered that the island should descend gently within
forty yards of the top of the towers and rock. This was
accordingly done; but the officers employed in that work
found the descent much speedier than usual, and by turning
the loadstone could not without great difficulty keep it in a
firm p_osition, but found the island inclining to fall. They sent
the King immediate intelligence of this astonishing event, and
bc.gged his Majesty’s permission to raise the island higher; the
King consented, a general council was called, and the officers
of the loadstone ordered to attend. One of the oldest and
expertest among them obtained leave to an experim
He took a strong line of an hundred yards, ag the island b::..:g
raised over the town above the attracting power they had felt
Pefastenadapiecc of adamant to thefmdofhislinewhichhaé
in it 2 mixture of iron mineral, of the same nature with that
whereof the bottom or lower surface of the island is com-
posed, and from the lower gallery let it down slowly towards
the top of the towers. The adamant was not descended four
yards, before the officer felt it drawn so strongly downwards
that he could hardly pull it back. He then threw down sev:mi
st‘naﬂ pieces of adamant, and observed that they were all
violently attracted by the top of the tower. The same experi-

ment was made on the other three towers, and on the rock
with the same effect.
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This incident broke entirely the King’s measures and (to
dwell no longer on other circumstances) he was forced to give
the town their own conditions.

I was assured by a great Minister, that if the island had de-
scended so near the town, as not to be able to raise itself, the
citizens were determined to fix it for ever, to kill the King and
all his servants, and entirely change the government.

Byaflmdamaﬂtalhwofthistﬁlm,nciﬁ}u the King nor
cither of his two elder sons are permitted to leave the island,*
nor the Queen till she is past child-bearing.

CHAPTER 4

The author leaves Laputa, is conveyed o Balnibarbi, arrives at the

medropolis. oA description of the meiropolis and the counitry adjoining.

T'he anthor bospitably received by a great Lord. His comver sation with
thai Lord.

ArrHOUGH I cannot say that I was ill treated in this island,
yet I must confess I thought myself too much neglected, not
without some degree of contempt. For neither Prince nor
people appeared to be curious in any part of knowledge,
except mathematics and music, wherein 1 was far their in-
ferior, and upon that account very little regarded.

On the other side, after having seen all the curiosities of the
island, I was very desirous to leave it, being heartily weary of
those people. They were indeed excellent in two sciences for
which I have great esteem, and wherein I am not unversed, but
at the same time so abstracted and involved in speculation that
I never met with such disagreeable companions. I conversed
only with women, tradesmen, fappers, and Court-pages,
during two months of my abode there, by which at last 1
rendered myself extremely contemptible, yet these were the
only people from whom I could ever receive a reasonable
answer.
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CHAPTER 1

The author sets out as (aptain of a ship. His men conspire againsi

him, confine bim a long time o bis cabin, set bim on shore in an un-

known land. He fravels up into the country. The Yaboos, a sirange
sort of animal, described. The anthor moets two Honybnbnws.

I coNTINUED at home with my wife and children about five
months in a very happy condition, if I could have learned the
lesson of knowing when I was well. T left my poor wife big
with child, and accepted an advantageous offer made me to be
Captain of the eAdventure, & stout merchantman of 350 tons:
for I understood navigation well, and being grown weary ofa
surgeon’s employment at sea, which howevet I could exercise
upon occasion, I took a skilful young man of that calling, one
Robert Purefoy, into my ship. We set sail from Portsmouth
upon the seventh day of September, 1770; 0N the fourteenth,
we met with Captain Pocock of Bristol, at Teneriffe, who was
going to the bay of Campechy,! to cut logwood. On the
sixteenth, he was parted from us by a storm; I heard since my
return, that his ship foundered, and none escaped, but one
cabin-boy. He was an honest man, and a good sailor, but a
little too positive in his own opinions, which was the cause of
his destruction, as it hath been of several others. For if he had
followed my advice, he might at this time have been safe at
home with his family as well as myself.

I had several men died in my ship of calentures,? so that I
was forced to get recruits out of Barbadoes, and the Leeward
Islands, where I touched by the direction of the merchants
who employed me, which 1 had soon too much cause to repent;
for I found afteswards that most of them had been buccaneers.
1 had fifty hands on board, and my orders were, that I should
trade with the Indians in the South Sea, and make what dis-
coveries 1 could. These rogues whom I had picked up de-
bauched my other men, and they all formed a conspiracy to
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seize the ship and secure me; which they did one morning,
rushing into my cabin, and binding me hand and foot,
threatening to throw me overboard, if I offered to stir. I told
them, I was their prisoner, and would submit. This they made
me swear to do, and then unbound me, only fastening one of

- my legs with a chain near my bed, and placed 2 sentry at my

door with his piece charged, who was commanded to shoot
me dead, if T attempted my liberty. They sent me down victuals
and drink, and took the government of the ship to themselves.
Their design was to turn pirates, and plunder the Spaniards,
which they could not do till they got more men. But first they
tesolved to sell the goods in the ship, and then go to Mada-
gascar for recruits, several among them having died since my
confinement. They sailed many weeks, and traded with the
Indians, but I knew not what course they took, being kept
close prisoner in my cabin, and expecting nothing less than to
be murdered, as they often threatened me,

Upon the ninth day of May, 1711, one James Welch came
down to my cabin; and said he had orders from the Captain
to set me ashore. I expostulated with him, but in vain; neither
would he so much as tell me who their new captain was. They
forced me into the long-boat, letting me put on my best suit
of clothes, which were as good 2s new, and a small bundle of
linen, but no arms except my hanger; and they were so civil
as not to search my pockets, into which I conveyed what
money I had, with some other little necessaries, They rowed
about a league; and then set me down on a strand, I desired
them to tell me what country it was. They all swore, they
knew no more than myself, but said, that the Captain (as they
called him) was resolved, after they had sold the lading, to
get rid of me in the first place where they discovered land.
They pushed off immediately, advising me to make haste, for
fear of being overtaken by the tide, and bade me farewell,

In this desolate condition I advanced forward, and soon got
upon firm ground, where I sat down on a bank to rest myself,
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and consider what I had best to do. When I was a little re-

freshed, I went up into the country, resolving to deliver my-

self to the first savages I should meet, and purchase my life

from them by some bracelets, glass rings, and other toys,?

which sailors usually provide themselves with in those

voyages, and whereof I had some about me: the land was

divided by long rows of trees, not regularly planted, but

naturally growing ; there was great plenty of grass, and sewinai

fields of oats. I walked very circumspectly for fear of being
surprised, or suddenly shot with an arrow from behind or on

either side. I fell into a beaten road, where I saw many tracks

of human feet, and some of cows, but most of horses. At last
1 beheld several animals in a field, and one or two of the same
kind sitting in trees. Their shape was very singular, and de-
formed, which a little discomposed me, so that I lay do:wn
behind 2 thicket to observe them better. Some of them coming
forward near the place where I lay, gave me an opportunity of
distinctly marking their form. Their heads and breasts were
coveted with a thick hair, some frizzled and others lank; they
bad beards like goats, and 2 long ridge of hair down their
backs, and the foreparts of their legs and feet, but the rest of
their bodies were barte, so that I might see their skins, which
were of a brown buff colour. They had no tails, nor any hair
at all on their buttocks, except about the anus; which, I
presume, Nature had placed there to defend them as thcy-sat
on the ground; for this posture they used, as well as l}n-ng
down, and often stood on theit hind feet. They climbed high
trees, as nimbly as a squirrel, for they had strong extended
claws before and behind, terminating in sharp points, a.nd
hooked. They would often spring, and bound, and leap with
prodigious agility. The females were not so large as the males;
they had long lank hair on their heads, and only a sort of
down on the rest of their bodies, except about the anus, and
pudenda. Their dugs hung between their fore-feet, and often
reached almost to the ground as they walked. The hair of

269




GULLIVER’S TRAVELS

both sexes was of several colours, brown, red, black and
yellow. Upon the whole, I never beheld in all my travels so
disagreeable an animal, nor one against which I naturally con-
ceived so strong an antipathy. So that thinking I had seen
enough, full of contempt and avession, I got up and pursued
the beaten road, hoping it might direct me to the cabin of
some Indian. I had not gone far when I met one of these
creatures full in my way, and coming up directly to me. The
ugly monster, when he saw me, distorted several ways every
feature of his visage, and stared as at an object he had never
seen before; then approaching nearer, lifted up his forepaw,
whether out of curiosity or mischief, I could not tell. But I
drew my hanger, and gave him a good blow with the flat side
of it; for I durst not strike him with the edge, fearing the
inhabitants might be provoked against me, if they should
come to know, that I had killed or maimed any of their cattle.
When the beast felt the smart, he drew back, and roared so
loud, that a herd of at least forty came flocking about me from
the next field, howling and making odious faces; but I ran to
the body of a tree, and leaning my back against it, kept them
off, by waving my hanger. Several of this cursed brood getting
hold of the branches behind leaped up into the tree, from
whence they began to discharge their excrements on my head:
however, I escaped pretty well, by sticking close to the stem
of the tree, but was almost stified with the filth, which fell
about me on every side.

In the midst of this distress, I observed them all to run away
on a sudden as fast as they could, at which I ventured to leave
the tree, and pursue the road, wondering what it was that
could put them into this fright. But looking on my left hand,
I saw a horse walking softly in the field, which my persecutors
having sooner discovered, was the cause of their flight. The
horse started a little when he came near me, but soon recover-
ing himself, looked full in my face with manifest tokens of
wonder: he viewed my hands and feet, walking round me
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several times. I would have pursued my journey, but he placed
himself directly in the way, yet looking with a very mild
aspect, never offering the least violence. We stood gazing at
each other for some time; at last I took the boldness to reach
my hand towards his neck, with a design to stroke it, using
the common style and whistle of jockeys when they are going
to handle a strange horse. But this animal, seeming to receive
my civilities with disdain, shook his head, and bent his brows,
softly raising up his left fore-foot to remove my hand. Then
he neighed three or four times, but in so different a cadence,
that I almost began to think he was speaking to himself in
some language of his own.

While he and I were thus employved, another horse came up;
who applying himself to the first in a very formal manner,
they gently struck each other’s right hoof before, neighing
several times by turns, and varying the sound, which seemed
to be almost articulate. They went some paces off, as if it were
to confer together, walking side by side, backward and for-
ward, like persons deliberating upon some affair of weight,
but often turning their eyes towards me, as it were to watch
that I might not escape. I was amazed to see such actions and
behaviour in brute beasts, and concluded with myself, that if
the inhabitants of this country were endued with a propor-
tionable degree of reason, they must needs be the wisest
people upon earth. This thought gave me so much comfort,
that I resolved to go forward until I could discover some
house or village, or meet with any of the natives, leaving the
two horses to discourse together as they pleased. But the first,
who was a dapple-grey, observing me to steal off, neighed
after me in so expressive a tone, that I fancied myself to
understand what he meant; whereupon 1 turned back, and
came near him, to expect+ his farther commands. But con-
cealing my fear as much as I could, for I began to be in some
pain, how this adventure might terminate; and the reader will
easily believe I did not much like my present situation.
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The two horses came up close to me, looking with great
earnestness upon my face and hands. The grey steed rubbed
my hat all round with his right fore-hoof, and discomposed
it so much, that I was forced to adjust it better, by taking it
off, and settling it again; whereat both he and his companion
(who was a brown bay) appeared to be much surprised; the
latter felt the lappet of my coat, and finding it to hang loose
about me, they both looked with new signs of wonder. He
stroked my right hand, seeming to admire the softness, and
colour; but he squeezed it so hard between his hoof and his
pastern, that I was forced to roar; after which they both
touched me with all possible tenderness. They were under
great perplexity about my shoes and stockings, which they
felt very often, neighing to each other, and using various
gestures, not unlike those of a philosopher, when he would
attempt to solve some new and difficult phenomenon.

Upon the whole, the behaviour of these animals was so
orderly and rational, so acute and judicious, that I at last con-
cluded, they must needs be magicians, who had thus meta-
morphosed themselves upon some design, and seeing a
stranger in the way, were resolved to divert themselves with
him; or perhaps were really amazed at the sight of a man so
very different in habit, feature, and complexion from those
who might probably live in so remote a climate. Upon the
strength of this reasoning, I ventured to address them in the
following manner: Gentlemen, if you be conjurers, as I have
good cause to believe, you can understand any language;
therefore 1 make bold to let your Worships know, that I am
a poor distressed Englishman, driven by his misfortunes upon
your coast, and I entreat one of you, to let me ride upon his
back, as if he were a real horse, to some house or village,
where I can be relieved. In return of which favour, I will make
you a present of this knife and bracelet (taking them out of

my pocket). The two creatures stood silent while I spoke,
seeming to listen with great attention; and when I had ended,
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they neighed frequently towards each other, as if they were
engaged in serious conversation. I plainly observed that their
language expressed the passions very well, and the words
might with little pains be resolved into an alphabet more
easily than the Chinese. .

I could frequently distinguish the word Yahoo, Whif:h was
tepeated by each of them several times; and although it wege
impossible for me to conjecture what it meant, yet while the
two horses were busy in conversation, I endeavoured to
practise this word upon my tongue; and as soon as j.‘he-jr wete
silent, I boldly pronounced Yahos in a loud voice, imitating,
at the same time, as near as I could, the neighing of a horse;
at which they were both visibly surprised, and the grey
repeated the same word twice, as if he meant to teach me the
tight accent, wherein I spoke after him as well as I could, and
found myself perceivably to improve every time, a]t?:ough
very far from any degree of perfection. Then the bay tried me
with a second word, much harder to be pronounced; but
reducing it to the English orshagraphy, may be spelt thus,
Houybnbnm.s 1 did not succeed in this so well as the former,
but after two or three farther trials, I had better fortune; and
they both appeared amazed at my capacity. -

After some farther discourse, which I then mn}ca:':tured
might relate to me, the two friends took their leaves, with the
same compliment of striking each other’s hooif ; and the grey
made me signs that I should walk before him; th:rem I
thought it prudent to comply, till I could find a better director.
When I offered to slacken my pace, he would cry Hhuum,

Hbusny 1 guessed his meaning, and gave him to understand,
as well as I could, that I was weary, and not able to walk
faster; upon which, he would stand a while to let me rest.
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