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FHARAZAN anp ‘SELIMA.

Fﬁgﬂ'}ﬂﬂ ST sthou .afk a torch
,&N % N% 10 difcover the -bnght-

ﬂz& nefs of the morning ! —

kﬁm o Doft thou | appeal tol ar-
gumeret for proofs of Divine Perfettion?

{00k down to the earth onwhich thou
fandeft, and Lift up thine eyes to the
worlds that roll above .thee :—Thou
beholdeft {plendout, abundance, and
beauty. Isnot Hr who produced them,
mighty =Is not He who formed thy

underftanding, wife ?=-I5 not He who
gratifies
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aratifies thy fenfes, good ?—Cam ought
have limited His bounty, but His wil-
dom ?—o01. can defelts . His fagacity
be difcovered by thine ?———To Hamet
Haflein the teacher of humility and re-
fignation, let thine ear be attentive,
even thou, whofe heart has rebelled in
fecret, and whofe with has filently ac-
cufed the Attributes of Him, who
touches the mountamns and they fmoke,
The Almghty and The Moft Merciful,
be everlafting honour !

T'arofe early in the mormng—refiefh’d
by reft—ammated with hope—incited
by defire,—I bent my courfe over the
vallies—and faw the hulls rifing 1n view,
My eais were delighted with the melody
of birds—I contemplated the toweling
oak~-and caught the gentle fragrance

1:3 of
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of the eldeft daughter of the {pring,
Thus I went on il the fun appreached
in his mer.dian, and the increafing heat
preyed upon my ftrength. I quickly
efpyed a grove that feemed to wave its
fhades as = fign of invitation.—1I enter’d
it—and found the coolnefs and verdure
irrefiftibly pleafing. 1In this charming
recefs, I amufed myfelf with the flowers
that covered the banks on either fide—~
and plucked the fruits that hung pen-
dant upon their branches. The green
path ot laft began to decline from 1ts
firft tendency, and wind among hulls
and thickets, cooled with fountains, and
murmuring with water-falls. I liften'd
to every echo~—mounted every hill for
a new profpect—turned afide to every
cafcade—and pleafed with tracing the

courfe’ of a gentle river, that rolled

among
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among tiees, watering 4 laige region
with innumerable circumvolutions, T
my mexpreflible joy, I:difcovered the
retreat of Muza the hermut, who ‘mvef.
tigates the feciets of Nature, and afcribes
Glory to lus Creator. ot 1
! e e s

The hope of” improving my médta-
tion by his wifdom and fanétity of fc,
gave me new vigout.~I foon' reached
hus humble diweling: I enter’d—Dbut
Mirza was abfent. % prefently difco-
vered him through the trees at fome
diftance, advancing towards me with a
perfon whofe appearance was, if pofli
ble, yet more venerable, and whom be-
fore T had never feen.

Mirza faluted me by name, and pre-
{ented me to hiscompanion, before whon

14 1
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I bowed myfelf to the earth Having
looked ftedfaftly in my countenance, he
laid his hand ppon my head and bleffed

me.

¢« Hamet-Haffein, faid the hoary fage,
« thofe who defire knowledge, that
¢ they may teach virtue, fhall not be
« difappointed : — I will relate events
¢ which yet thou knoweft but in part,
¢« and difclofe fuch fecrets of Provi-
¢ dence from which thou mayeft de-
¢« rive imftrution,”—We Iiftened, as
to the counfel of an angel, or the mu-
fic of Paradife.

Selima, the daughter of a poor fhep-
herd, was drawing water -at the wells
of Afor, when a caravan arrived, and
the driver of the camels alighted to

gIve
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| “give them drink :—Thofe which came
firft to the wells, belonged to Harazan
the merchant. Selima, when the gara-
van drew near, had covered herfelf with
her veil,which the flave of Harazan, to
gratify his curiofity, attempted to with-
diaw. Harazan feeing the violence of-
fered to Selima, called out for him to
forbear, and himfelf haftened to the
well—The veil of Sehma had fallen
off 1n the ftiuggle, and Harazan was
captivated with hei beauty. The lovely
confufion of offended modefty—the dif-
dain that fwell’d in her bofom—and
the refentment that {parkled i her eyes,
exprefled a confcioufnefs of her fex,
which warmed and anmimated her beauty,
They were graces which he had never
feen—and caufed a tumudt 1n his breaft

| he had never before felt:—For Iara-

| I5 zan,

_
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zan, though he had large poffeffions,
was yet a youth, and a ftranger to wo-
man. ‘The merchandize which he was
tranfporting had been purchafed by s
* father, whom the angel of Death had
intercepted 1 the journey—and the
fudden occafion of ndependency and
wealth did not difpofe him to reftram
the 1mpetuofity of Love

Harazan demanded the beautiful Se-
lima of her parents—his meffage was
recerved with gratitude and joy—and
Harazan, zfter a thort ftay, carried he
back to Egypt, having firft pumfhed
ki, {lave for his audacity.

Flarazan “delayed the folemmities of
marriage, t1l the time of mourning
{hould expite—he anucipated the hap-

Plnﬁfs
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pinefs which he believed to be fecured;
and fuppofed that 1t would increale by
expetation, like a treafme by ufury,
of which more 1s ftill poffeffed, as pof-
feffion 15 the. longer delayed.

-

In this interval, Selima, 1ecoveied
from the tumultuous joy of fudden ele-
vationt—he1 ambition was fatiated—and
her foul,became fufcepuble of Love.
Haiazan, 1egietted the obfcunty of
her buth only, becaute 1t had precluded
the culuvation of her mind, How-
ever, he l.baured attentively to fupply
the: defe@ as much as poffible. Ths
inflru@ions weie 1cceved not only with
grautude, but with debght,  While he
{poke, Seluna gazed upon him with

efteern and love, and had no wifh but to-

getule
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return the happinefs which he was fo
impatient to beftow,

Bozaldab, the Caliph, avas then upon
the throne of Egypt. The paffions of
Bozaldab were impetuous as the tor-
rents of Redala—and fatal as the whirl-
wind of the defart. To excite and
gratify—ftill unfausfied—and his Lfe
was wretched. The feraglio was filled

with beauty—yet he was outrageous
to revive defire by new objects, which

he demanded of Huffan the eunuch,
Huflan, therefore, caufed a piroclama-
tion to be made, that whoever fhould
produce the moft beautiful virgin with-
in two days, fhould ftand in the pre-
fence of the great Caliph, and be
deemed the third n his kingdom.

Dalca,
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Dalca, the flave of Harazan, from
the fullen ferocity of hus temper, and
plompted by revenge, when he heard
the proclamation, a joy kindled in his
afpet, like lightning 1 the darknefs of
-a ftorm,

He knew that Selima was fhill a vir-
gin, and that her marriage was very
near. Dalca, the flave, hafted to the
palace, and demanded to be brought
before Huflan the eunuch, who 1n the
midft of magnificence and fervility,
the flattery of dependant ambition—
and the zeal of unhmited obedience,
was fitting pale and filent—his brow
contracted with anxiety—and hus breaft
throbbing with apprehenfion,

When
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When Dalca was brought into his
prefence, he fell proftrate before him .—
«« By the fintle of my ldrd; let another
« be diftmghithed from the flaves who
« mngle in' obfcunty, and let his fa-
« your elevate another from the duft:
« But let my fervice be accepted, and
& Jet the defire of the rughty Caliph
« be fansfied with beauty. Sehma
«¢ will fhortly be-efpoufed by Harazan,
« —but of Selma, the fovereign of
« Egypt only 1 worthy ~Hafte, my
« Lord, to demand her—fhe 1s now
<« with him 1 the houfe, to which I

< will conduct the meffenger of thy

< will.”?

Haffan, the eunuch,: heard Dalca

wth tranfports of joy .—2 mandate was

inftantly written to Elarazan,—1t was
fealed.
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fealed with the royal fignet, and deh-
vered to Dalca, who returned witha
guard fufficient to compel obedience.

|

|

i
The mournmng of Harazan expired l
that very day—he had changed his ap- |
parel, and perfumed his perfon—hus |
features were brightened with love and
rapture:—he 1nvired his friends to the
feftival of his marriage—and the even-
ing was devoted to the accomplifhment
of lus withes. The coming day was
alfo expected by Selima with 2 joy fhe
laboured not to fupprefs—and fhe was
huiding her bluthes m the bofom of
Harazan, when Dalca arrived with the
mandate and guard.

The domeftics were alarmed and ter-

rificd—and Harazan, being inffanty
1=

h__
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informed of thé event, rufhed out of the

‘apartment of Selima with diforder and

a diftrated countenance. When he
faw Dalca, his flave, he boiled with
anger and difdain, but was intimadated
by the appearance of the guards. Dal-
ca, with looks of infolence and trumph,
prefented the mandate: Harazan feeng
the reyal fignet, kneeled to receive its
and having gazed a moment on the fu-
perfcription, prefled 1t upon his fore-
head in an agony of fufpence and tei-

110 Py

The wretch Dalca, who had betray’d
him, enjoyed the anguifh which he fuf-
fered, and percewving that he was faint-
g, and had not the fortitude to read
it, informed him of the contents.

At the name of Selima he ftarted, as if
he
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he had felt the fling of a fcorpion, and
immediately he fell bfelefs to the
ground.

Dalca, the flave, ptoceeded to execute
the commuffion without remorfe ,~—he
was not to be moved by the almoft ex-
piting Harazan—nor by expoftulation,
entreaty, or tears, He conducted Seli-
ma to the feraglio, and prefented her tg
Haffan with exultation and hope.

Haffan, whofe with was flattered by
her ftature and her fhape, lifted up the
vell withy Yimpatience, timudity, and
{olicitude—but the moment he beheld
her face, his doubts inftantly vanifhed,
Haffan fell profirate at her feet, as a
perfon on whofe pleafures hus life would

from that moment depend. Selima was
conduéted
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conducted to the apartments of the
women—and Dalca was the fame hour
invefted with his new digmity. Apart:
ments were affigned lum 1n the palace,
and he was made captam of the guard
that kept the gates of the {eraghio:

¢ L

Flarazan, when he had recovered his
great fenfibility, and found that Selima
had been conduéted to the feraglio, ‘Was
feized by tirps with diftrattion ‘and
frupidity. He pafled the night in
dreadful agitations, by which the pPOWE!S
of nature were exhaufted. In the
the morning he locked himfelf inito the
apartrhent of his beloved Selima, and
dhrew himfelf on a fofa, determining to
2dmit o comforter—nor to IeceIve any
{uftenance whatever.

While
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Wiile Harazan was abandoned to
defpan, Haffan’s defcription of Selima
had ronzed the Caliph fiom his apathy.
Fle commanded that Selima fhould be
prepared to recewe him, —and foon
after went alone nto her apaitment.
Familiar as Bozaldab was with beauty,
he could not behold Selima without
emotion, He perceived her in tears—
and that hus prefence covered her with
confufion—yet he believed that her ter-
rors would vanifh—and that by kind.
nefs fhe might be foothed to familiarity
and pleafure.

The moment he approached her, fhe
threw herfelf at his feet, and intreated
to be heard, with an importunity which
he chofe rather to indulge than refift ,—

he




1588 MorAL TALES

he raifed her from the ground, and en-
couraged her to proceed.

“ Let the great and mighty Caliph
“ of Egypt ddmifs a wretch who 1s
“ not worthy of his prefence — and-
“ compaffionate the diftrefs which is
“ not fufceptible of delight. Iam the.
% daughterof apoor fhepherd, betrothed .
“ totheMetrehantHarazan--from whom-
< | have been forced by the perfidy of 3
< {lave,~and towhom my foulis umted
¢ by bonds indiffoluble. O'! let not:
< the terrorof thyfrownbe uponme!-—
¢ Shall the fovereign of Egypt ftoop to
¢ 3 reptile of the duft? Shall the
¢ judge of " nations retain the worthlefs
¢ theft of rreachery and revenge? Or

¢ fhall he, for whom ten thoufands
¢ Janguifh
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« Janguifh with' defire, rejoice in the
« fufferance of one alienated mind ¢

The Caliph, whofe breafthad by turns
been mAamed with defire and indigna-
.tion, while he gazed upon the beauties
of Selima~ liftened to her voice—
but with a frown of terror he left the
apartment without reply.

The Caliphfor fome mements after
semained in fufpence,~but the pafiions
which eloquence had reprefled, foon
became predominant,—~and he com-
manded Selima to be told, that if within
three hours fhe did not prepare to gra-
ufy his withes, he would caft the head
.of her beloved Haragan at her feet,

Haffam
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Hafflan by whom the meflage was
delivered, “and her female attendants,
were touched with pity at her diftrefs,
and trembled at her -emment danger.

The evils which they could not fcarce
hope to prevent, they were folicitous
to delay—and therefore, advifed her, to
requeft three days of preparation, that
fhe mght recover the tranquility of her
mind, to make a juft eftimate of her
own happinefs. ~They rcquefted her to
fend, as a pledgeof her obédience, 2
bowl of fherbet, in which a pear] had
been diffolved, and of Wthh fhe had
firft drank herfelf.

¢
i 1

To this advice, after fome-throws of
defperation, fhe at length confented,
and prepared to put it 1to execution.

‘The
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The fame moment of time, Harazan
fuddenly ftarted from-a, reftlefs flumber |
—he was-again ftung with an inftanta-
neous reflection upon his own mifery—
and indulged the difcontent of his mind
in this exclaimation & | |
« If wifdom and goodnefs do mdeed
« prefide over the works of Ommnipo-
“ tence, where 15 oppreflion, injuftice;
« and cruelty? As Harazan alone
% has a right to Selima, Why is Selima
« jirthe power ofthe tyrant ? O that
« now the juftice of heaven would ap-
« pear m my behalf! O that from
| ¢ this hour I was the Caliph of Egypt
“ —and he Hatazan ..« -

The 1nftant the wifh was pronounced,

hss cchaniber was darkened as with a
thick

v o il
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thick cloud, which at length diffipated
by a burft of thunder,~—and a being,
whofe appearance was more than human,

ftood before him.

¢¢ Harazan,” faid the aerial vifitant,
¢ T am one of the region above thee—
< but my bufinefs s with the children
<« of the earth, Thou haft withed to
< be the Caliph of Egypt; and as far as
«-this with is pofiible, it fhall be ac-
< complithed :~~Thou fhalt affume his
¢ appearance, and exercife his power.
¢ ] know not yet whether I am per-
« mitted to conceal thy {overeign under
¢ the appearance of Harazan,— but
% 2] to-morrow he fhall not wnterrupt

£6 Ihee.“

Harazan,




v
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- Harazan, '«Kr\h@L rtt:rﬁained mdtiéﬁlefs
with aftonifhmient and tétror, fow re-
covered his fortitude as in the prefence
of ‘& fnend——and Was_ about to exprefs
his granmde and Joy, when the genius
bourid a tallfmani on his left arm, and
acquainted him with 1ts power,

% As often as this bracelet ﬂmll bc
« apphed to the” rEgmn of thy, heart,~
% "thou Thialt be alternately changed in
«“jppearance from Harazan to the

« Caljph—and from the Caliph to
« Harazan.”

The gemus then dlfappealcd — and
Harazan, inipatient to recover the pof-
feffion of Selima, inftantly applied the
Ttud of the bracelet to his breaft, and

o K that
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that moment faupd humfelf al?np in the

vy !

apartment of the f¢ragho. .

In the mterval the LcaLBh who was
eer&mcr thf:. lﬁhe of his meffagc to

i I

Sehma, becarpe fcﬂ:refs and 1mpat1¢Pt,

oM L qmtted his a&:;.rément, and, went
| into the gardens . —frowning and pen-

ﬁvq [he ﬁqu his , €yes on the clﬁar {u1-
| face 95, a Fuunta_g} inhtl}?;ﬁk fllc of the
| wazlk ' 'J.l‘he flgltatlon of his mmd) cop-
| nnucd-—and at. length broke Qut intg

thls fgllloqu,. L
€ What 1s my felicity ? And what

, ¢ is my power? I am, wretched by
G the'wéhf of that w}uch the caprice of
¢ a woman has beftowed. on my flave.
« T can with- hold feficxty from hup--
“ but I cannot procure it myfelf,

N “ Why

[ al




From THE Arabran, ‘1g3

[—y

£

-~

Why have I not péx{?er to affume the
torm i which I might enjoy 1y
wifhes *—I will at leaft erjoy them
“ n thought, If I was Harazan, I
“ fhould be clafped with tumfpmt to

the Eofom of Selyma.”
\ ]

13

i

™

J\J;h

The CallpH‘thcri refligned lumfelf to :
the' power -of 1magination —and re- |
mained filent. Bur the moment his ~
wifl. was u‘ﬁtcie?i, he became fubjcélé to- |
the géns,’ whid had yuft tranfported |
Harazan to his palace. Thi¢ wih
was inftantly “fulfilled,~and his cyes
beng full fixed upon the water, he per-
cerved with fudden wondes and delighe,
that his figure had been changéd 1n an
ihftant,—and that the muror reflefed
another image. The Caliph haftened
to the palace, without 1cfleéting that as

K e he.

= L L= v —

_—__‘
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he would not be known, he would be
refufed admittance, At the doot to
which he advanced with eageinefs and
precipitation, he was ftopped by a party
of the guard that was commanded by
Dalca :—A tumult enfued—and Dalca
being haftily called, believed that Ha-
razan, 1n the phrenzy of defparation,
had {caled the walls of the garden tq
recover his Selima,—and rejorcing in an
oppoitunity of revenge that exceeded
his fondeft hope mﬁantly ftabbed hin
with a poignard ,—but at the fame
time recewved that of the Caliph in hus
heart.

Thus fell at once the tyrant and, the
traitor. The tyrant by the hand which
had been armed to fupport him 1n op-
preflion—and the the traitor by the

fury
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fury of the appetite which his perﬁdy
had exmted

I 1y 13

In the meaﬂ tlme, the man, who was
Behe:.red t5' e ‘flain, repafe‘d in fecurity
urpgn d fofa arid-Selima, by the direc-
tion of héF women, had piepared the
mefTage and thé bowl. They were now
éllfpatchEJ £0 the Ca"hph and recéwcd
by Hai'azan. Hc under[’cood by the

eﬁ'age that lis Selima was yet. 1nvio-
late, —==Tn the joy of his heart he
took the bowl—which having em-
ptled Be- com manded that Seli-

J}l

ma fho\ﬂd be !condu&ed to his pre-

L

fcnce.

i

Selima was conduced, but entered

alone pile and trembhno--*md though
YK g het:
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her lips were forced into a fmule, the
| charafters of grief, dread, and ayer-
| fion, were ftrongly imprefled i her
| countenance, Harazan, who beheld
| her diforder, exulted in the fidelity of
| her love—and {pringing forwarc, threw
| his arms about her in an extafy of ten-
| dernefs and joy —which was {’ull
| heightened when he. percewed that n
| the charaCter of his fovereign, thofe
| embraces were fuﬁ'eregl with reluctance,

which 1 his own were returned with
| ardour.  Harazap, retinng a few
paces, applied the tabfman again tQ hIS
breaft—and having Eecovered hlS own
form, would have rufhed into her arms
—but the ftarted from him i con-

fufion and teiror, Harazan fimled at
the effect of the prodigy—and fuftam.
mcrher to his bﬁfom, repeated fomé ten-

der
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der incidents. which were known to no
other—told her by what means he had
mterceptggl the meffage — and urged
her xwgnedigteiy to efcape, that they
might be happy—-and leave.the incums |
brance. of fo)ralty_ to the wretch whofe
hikenefs he had been enabled to affume,
Sehima gazed at him with a fixed atten-

*tion, till her doubts and fufpicion were
removed~——then fuddenly turned from
him—rtore her- garment—and looking
up to. heaven, imprecated curfes upon,
her head, ull her voice faultered, and
fhe burft 1nto a flood of tears,

The  agony . of Selima, Harazan
beheld with unutterable diftrefs :—and
in broken exclamations. the infoimed
him of the caufe,

~
|3

@ In
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«'Tn the bowl, which théa haft
* intercepted, thére was death. I
« withed when I'took it from my lips,
that the “drduglit’ which  'redhained
might bé" phifdi =4 powdes wab
| immiediately thilden 1S 1t By an 1n:
« vifible hand, and a voice whafpered
| ¢ me, that he who drank the potion 1t
| « would-inevitably deftray.” ‘

& .

™

™

} T

[ 4

"

™

| - Harazan, o whofe heart "the fatal
| makignity had now fpread, perceved
| that hus diffolution would be fadden |
| —his legs already trembled—his eyes
| became dim—he ftretched out his arms
! towards his beloved ~hig .countenance
| was diftorted— impenetrable darknefs
came upon him—he groaned and fell
to the earth  In in hus fall the talifman
agan fmote his breaft—his form was
' again
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a agamn, changed — and the hotiors of
dcath wete unprefled upon the features
;‘ of the Caliph,

Selima ran to fupport her expiring
Lord—but when fhe perceived the laft
transformation, fhe ruthed out of the
apartment with the wild impetuofity of
diftra®ion and defpar. The “feragho |
was alarmed in a moment,—the body |
which was miftaken for thatof the Caliph,
was examined; by the Phyficians—the
effects of poifon were evident.—Selima
was immediately fufpected—and by the
command of Omardon, who fucceeded
his father, Selma was put inftantly to
f death,

Thus was the end of Harazan-and
Selima~=the Caliph and Dalca—from
whofe

Wi i
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whofe deftny I have withdrawn the
veil, Letman confider it and be wife,
—be thou the meflfenger of inftruction
—and let increafe of knowledge cloath.
thee with humlity. oo

While mine eyes were faftened on the
hoary fage, who had thus vouchfafed
me counfel and knowledge, his coun?
tenance became bright as the morningy
and his rohe fleecy like a’ clond—he
rofe like a ::r‘apouri from the earth, and
the next moment I faw him'no. more..

I then turned. to the hermit Mirza,
chilled with reverence, and dumb with.
aftonithment :—but 1n. the countenance
of Mirza was the calm chearfulnefs of
fuperior virtue—and I perceived that

| the
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the fan&ity of his life had familiarized

him to, divine mtel‘hgence.

u'

< Hamet ‘HQJ@MP roe  voice. En,.ﬁ;c[g
¢ thou haft beard: 15 t}ae voice of. Zamr

“ the gemus—by whofe power the won-
€ devs whih he bas related weye
¢ produced., *Tis His PROVINCE TO
55 pumsu IMBATIENCE AND PRESUMP-
“ TI0N, by FULFILLING THE DECREES
OF THOSE Who WISH 20 interrupt the
order of nature, and prefume to dire$
the nanD of ETERNAL PROVI-
DENCE. Relate what thou boft

 heard, to pngﬁ'rw others from bis
¢ power.”

4

L,

;

)

L]

<

{
¥

Let wirtue Juffer with patience—qnd
ice dread to wcur the mifery fhe would

$nflilt
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infht -—Far-bj bitm who mirtiirs ol
the will of beaven, bis vn Pirtioh of
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