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CORISMAN rur PEASANT,

2 ¥HORISMAN, the fon of 2
"% c g; poor peafant m the neigh-
% E A pourhood of the city of Bag-
dad, apphied himfelf from his eatly
youth, to the ftudy of the book of
Glory ,~—which was diftated by an an-

gel to Mahomet the Prophet of the
Moft

%
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Moft High, Its divine precepts took
poffeffion of all his faculties, and he
paffed his days in retuement, entirely
occupied 1 fervent prayer, and medis

tating upon the Khoran,

Corifman’s fame for his fanéuty of
Ife fpread far and wide, ——— Many
flocked every day to afk his advice, or
to intreat him to offer up hus prayer
m their behalf. Corifman was even

reported, that he had often performed
miracles,

N

Corfman was totally difinterefted,
and frequently refufed the prefents that
were offered him, taking no more than
what was juft requifite to procure the

neceffaties
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neceffanies of life, Afinong, the angel
of difcord, had no power over his
heart, as all his paffions were fubdued
by devotion ; and his firm expectation
of enjoying a lalting happinefs, in the
Paradife promifed by Mahomet to the

faithful, banifhed from his breaft every
defire of earthly felicity.

The Caliph Haroun Al-Rafchid hap-
pening one day to pafs by the dwelling
of Corifman, he ftopped to repole
himfelf for a while, and having pro-
pofed fome queftions to the fage, was
firuck fo much with"his anfwers, that
he entered 1nto a further converfation
with him ; in which Corifman aequutted

tumfelf in fuch a manner, as greatly

wcreafed
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increafed the high opinion, which the
Caliph had concewved of his great
abilities.

When the Commander of the Faith-
ful had retired, he exprefled himfelf in

the following terms to Giafer, his Vizier

and confidant

« What a pity it is, Guafer, that
¢ the extraordinary abiliies of fuch a
¢ man, fhould be buried in a remote
« corper of this wildernefs, He ap-
« pears to have a perfet power over
¢ a1l the emotions of his own mind,
¢ and muft of confequence have been
« born to command thofe of others.
« Though my authority furpaflés that

« of
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of all my predeceffors, I look upon
this reclufe fage, more powerful
than myfelf My breaft is liable
to be torn by anxious cares :—and
whilft obfequious crowds fall profs

trate before me, upon examining
my heart, I often find myfelf an
abject flave to paffion.

¢ Guafer, I am determined to cairy
this learned Dervife to my court,
and employ hum in affars of im-
portance. I doubt not, faid the

Caliph, but he will fhoitly [how
himfelf able to eafe us of pait of the
burden of public bufinefs.”

Giafer, who laid 1t down as 2 maxim,,

to fhew an unbounded compliance: to
all
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all the caprices of his royal mafter,
feemed to approve of the hint; and
the Dervife, though he at firft modeftly
excufed himfelf, thought it his duty to
obey the commands of his fovereign,
and accompanied him to the magnifi-
gent capital of Bagdad.

Confman upon his atiival was not
in the leaft dazzled by its {plendour—
nor did the brilhiancy of a polite court
make any impreflion upon his fenfes.
He had been Kabituated to thoughts of
a more fublime nature. Al the pa-
gentry and pomp of life appeared to
him as tranfitory as the meteors with
which the eaftern hemifphere blazes, by
momentary and nterrupted flafhes.

Corifman’s
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Corfman’s integrity preferved hin
amidft all the corruptions of a Court:
and though in the prime of lfe, ap-
peared aéogether infenfible to the al-
lurements of beauty, He difplayed
talents that furpaffed every one, and

vet did not appear fenfible of his being
poflefled of fuperior abilittes. He dif-

tnguithed humfelf in feveral places of
truft, and the Vizier Giafer, who was
advanced 1mn years, and grown weary
of the burden of the public affairs, was
highly pleafed to have fuch an affiftant,
and reprefented hus diligence and zeal n
the moft favourable light to his mafter,

Giafer being fome years after called
upon by the angel of death, the Caliph

upon
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? upon his recommendation mvefted Co-
\rfinan with that mportant office,
: Although no munifter had ever been
more attached to his mafter, or ever
given greater, and more general fatis-
fattion than Guafer, Corifman in the
exalted ftation to which he was raifed,
acquitted himfelf {fo well, that Haroun
Al-Rafchid foon ceafed to regret n
him the Vizer, though he had long
‘lamented the lofs of his confidant and
filend.

Ambition, however, took at laft
pofleflion of the heart of Corifman,—
But this change in the ftate of his mind
he was not for a long time aware of
for men of the greateft penctration are
Vou. II, D often
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often 1gnorant of the motives upon
which they a&. He ftill thought all
his actions wfpired by devotion, theugh
his foul, naturally elevated, could not
refift the influence of ambition, yet was
he fuperior to all the temptations of
luxury and voluptuoufnefs. This paf-
“fion impelled hum to endeavour {ecretly
to deprefsmany of the chief perfonages.of
the court, and this caufed a faction to be

formed aganft lum, 10 the machinations
of which he had like to have fallen a

pley.

A war, about that time, broke out
betsween the Caliph and the Sultan of

Damafcus, and the army of the former
being routed i the firft engagement,

the
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the enemies of Corifman found means
to caft the odium upon him, as he had
the direCtion of public affairs, The
enemies of Corifman even went fo far
as to mnfinuate, that he had betiayed lus
truft, and bafely fold the army to the

enemies of his country.

Cortfman, confcious of his inno-
cence, flew to the Caliph, and piof-
trated humfelf at his feet, begged that
he might be indulged to command in
perfon 1n the fecond expedition. To

this the Caliph agreed, but affured him,

that his head fhould anfwer for the
fuccefs,

D2 The
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The Vizier fet out directly, and hav-
ing defeated the enemy m a bloody
battle, returned 1n triumph, bringing
their General prifoner to Bagdad.

The Sultan of Damafcus was glad to
fue for 2 peace, and the Vizier, having
fully vindicated his condud, refigned
his employment. Having ferved hus
country faithfully, he begged leave to
ietire, in order to dedicate his few re-
manng days to the fervice of Ala
and his holy Prophet Mahomet,

Corifman obtained his requeft, and
notwithftanding his retreat was rendered
every way commodious by the bounty
of his mafter; s heart, which had

once
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once given way to ambition, foon be-
came reftlefs; and folitude, which he
once delighted in, became buidenfome

and tedious.

Cosifman Had almoft formed a defign
to return to Bagdad, when happening
to walk one evening in his garden, re-
volving on this ftrange projett with
the utmoft agitation of mind, he fat
down n an harbous, and was foon after

oppreffed with a found fleep. An an-
gel appeared to hun, beautiful as the

youths, who prefent a delicious goblet
to the farthful upon then aiwval

into Paiadde, and addrefled him as
follows :

D 3 ¢« Corfmang
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¢ Corifman, though born m a low"

L ¢

™

condition, you once afpued to the

[ 4
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higheft things. During your refi-

117

dence at a court, you have liftened to
¢ the fuggeftions of ambition, and
“ your mund has contracted a littlenefs
“ when you thought yourfelf in the
¢ moft exalted fphere. I compaflion-
“ ate your difquictude, and will difpel

¢ the mift which has fo long darkened

4

™

yout eyes, by difplaying to you ob-
¢ jelts which tranfcend all human

“ grandeur,”

This faid, he Aew with Corifman to

Paradife, where having taken one view

of the glories of that place, awaked,

with
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with a full conviftion of the vanity of

wotldly gieatnefs,

The pious Corifman pafied the re-
mainder of his life .n conftant med:-
tation and prayer, *till greatly advanced
in age, when he was called to immor-
tality by the angel of death, |
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