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IHE FOLLOWING WORK,

<1 HE inftru@ion which is found in moft works: -

_ of this kind, when they convey any inftrution
, at ally- is not the predominant part, but arifes accident.
ally in the courfe of a Rory planned only to pleafe.
" But in this Novel the moral is the principal obje, and
the ftory is a mere vehicle to convey the: mﬂru&mn —
Accordingly the tale 1§ not- near. {0 full of incidents,
nor fo diverting in itfelf; ‘as the- -ingenious Author, if

he had not had higher views, might have -eafily made
it ; neither is the diftinélion of charatters {ufficiently
attended to ; but with thefe (if they can be called)
defects, perhaps ne book ever inculcated a purer and
founder morality ; no book ever made a more juft ef-
timate of human life, its purluits and enjoyments.
The defcriptions are rich and luxeriant, and fhew a
poetic imaginatien not inferior to our beft writers in
verfe, 'The ftyle, which is peculiar and charatteriftic-
al of the Author, is lively, corre®, and harmonious,”
Anunal Regifier,

T CRasSELAS,
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¢« Rasseras, numbered among the beft of Dr.
Johnfoz's writingz, was publifhed in the Spring of
1=:9; confidered as 3 {pscimert of cur language, it is
{cascely to be parcileled.” | 2,

Sir Fohu Hasckins Life of Fohufm.

Tr is to be remarked, that Dr. Johnfoa wrote this
hook in the full vilgeut of his faculties, and that it never
undarwent any corredtion by him ; and Dr Jehnfon 1s
univerfally acknowledged to have been one cf the
grezrelt critics and writers of this age, And as the
work is o all fides ranked among the beft of his
writings, the repebiication of it, at this time, willy it
i hoped, beanace przble fervice to the Public, and to
our fair Country<wamen in parucuar, not only on ac-
count of the elegance of the language, and enamelled
laxgrizrce of the landlcane, but for the pattern of ex-
cellence fet before them, in the pevfon of the Trincefs

of Abifinia
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RASSELAS,

PRINCE or ABISSINIA.

AN ASIATIC TALE.

CHAP L
Defrription of 'é fafmf 1 & ma”.e_-;,u

ng E who liften with credulity to the whifpers of

A fancy, and purfue with eagernefs the phantoms of
hope ; who cxpect that age will perform the promifes of
youth, and that the deficiencies of the prefent day wilk
be fupplied by the morrow ; attend to the hiftory of
Rafielas, prince of Abiflinia.

RASSELAS was the fourth fon of the mighty
emperor, in whofe dominions the father of waters
© begins his courfe ; whofe bounty peurs dowa the ftreams
of plenty, and featters over half the world the harvefts.
of Lgypt.

According to the caftom which has defcended from:
2g¢ to 2ge. amongit the monarchs of the torrid zone,
he was confined in a nrivate palace, with the other fons
nnd daughtess of Abiffinian royalty, till the erder of
fuccefiion (hould cail him to the throne.

The




5 [HE PRINCE OF

The place, which the wifdom o policy of antiquity.
Lad deftined for the refidencé of the Abiflinian princes,
was a fpzcious valley, In the kingdom of Ambhara,
furronnded on every fide by mountaing, of which the
fummits overhang the middle part. The only paflage,
by which it could be entered, was a cavern that pafled
under a rock, of which it has long been dif] uted,
whether it was the work of nature or of human ifiduftry. .
'The ontlet.of th= cavern was concealed by a thick wood,
and the mouth which opened into the valley was clofed
with gates of iros, forged by the artificers of ancient
days, fo mafly, that no maa could, . without the help
of enginss, open or fhut them.. ?

From the mopatains, on every fide, rivulets defcend-
ed, that filled all the valley with verdure and fertility,
aad formed a lake in the middle, inhabited by fith of
every fpecies, and frequented by every fow! whom
nature has taught to dip the wing 1n water, This lake
difcharged its fupcrfluities by a fiream, which entered .
» dark cleit of the mountain on the northern fide, and .
fell, with dreadful noife, from precipice to precipices
aill it was heard no more. .

The fides of the mountains were covered with trees ;
the banks of the brooks were diverfified with flowers ;.
every blaft fhook fpices from the rocks, and every

_month dropped frults upon the- ground. . All animals

that bite the grafs, or broufe the-fhrubs, whether wiid
or tame, waadered in this exteniive circuit, fecured
from beats of prey by the mountains which confined
them. On one part, were flocks and herds feeding 1a
the paftures—on.znother, all tire beafts of chafe frifking
ia the lawns ; the {prightly kid was-bounding on rocks,
the fubtle monkey frolicking in the trees, and the {olemn
elephant repofing in the hade. . All the diverfities of
the world were brought together, the bleflings of nature-
were collefted, and its evils extrafted and excluded,
The valley, wide and fruitful, fupplied its inhabitants
with the necellaries of life ; and all delights and {uper-

fAnities were 2adod o+ the annual vifit which the emperor

paid—
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ABISSINIA i

rsaid his children, when the iron gate was opened to the

found of mufic; and, during eight days, every one

that refided in the-valley, was req{uired to propofe
whatever might contribute to make feclufion pleafant,
1o fill up the vacancies of atténtion, and leflen the
tedioufnefs of time. Every defiré was immediately

ranted. All the artificers of pleafure were called, to’
gladden the feftivity ; the muficians exerted-the power
of harmony, and the dancers fhewed -their aétivity
before the prince, in hope that they-thould pafs their
lives in this blifsful captivity, to which thefe only were
admitted whofe performance was_thought able to add
novelty to luxury. Such was the appearance of fecurity
«and delight which this retirement afforded, that they,
to whom it was new, always defired -that it might be

. perpetual ; and as thofe, on whom the iron_gate had

once clofed, were never {uffcred to return; the effect of
longer experience could not be known. 'Thus every
year produced new fchemes of delight, and new coms
petitors for imprifonment.

The palace ftood on an eminence, aifed about thirty
races above the furface of thelake, It was divided
into ntany {quares or courts, built with greater or lefs
magnificence, according to the rank of thofe for whom
they were defigned. The roofs were turned intoe arches
of mafly ftone, joined with a cement that grew harder
by time, and the building ftood, from century to century,
deriding the folftitial rains and equinofial hurricanes,
without need of reparation.

This houfe, which was fo large as to be fully known
to none but fome ancient officers, who fucceflively in-
kerited the fecrets of the palace, was built as if fuf-
picion herfelf had ditated the plan, To every room
there was an open fecret paffage, every fquare had a
communication with the reft, either from the upper
ftories by private galleries, or by fubterranean paffages
from the lower apartments, Many of the columns had
unfufpeéted cavities, in which fucceflive monarchs: de-
pofited their treafures. 'They then clofed up the open-
ing with marble, which was never to be removed but in

the
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the utmoft exigencies of the kingdom ; and recorded
~elr .accarpulations in a book, which was itfelf con-

FEL S

cezled in a tower, not ‘entered but by the emperer,
artended by the prince who ftood next in {ucceflion,

s ;
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cHAP IL

The difcontert of Raffelas n the happy walley.

Y TERE the fons and daughters of Abiffinia lived

only to know the {oft viciditudes of pleafure and
repofe, attended by el that were ilful to delight, and
gratified with whatever the {enfes canm enjoy. They
wandered in gardens of fragrance, and flept in the
fortrefles of fecurity, Every art was pratiled to make
them pleafed with their condition. The fages who
infirncted them, told them of nothing but the miferies
of public life, and deferibed all beyond the mountains
as regions of calamity, where difcord was always raging,
and where man preyed upon man.

To heighten their opinion of their own felicity, they
were daily entertained with fongs, the {ubject of which
was the happy walley 'Their appetites were excited by
frequent enumerations of different .enjoyments, and
revelry and merrimeat was the bufinefs of every hour,
from the dawn of moming to the clofe of evening.

Thefe methods were generally fuccefsful ; few of the

rinces had ever withed to enlarge their bounds, but

Fod their lives in full conviétion that they had all
within their reach that art or nature could beftow, and
pitied thofe whom fate had excluded from this feat of
tranguility, as the fport of chance, and the flaves of
mufery. ' | ‘ ‘

Thus they rof2 iathe moreing, and lay down at night,
pleafed w .chench other and with themfelves ; all but
Raffelas, who, in the twenty-fixth year of his age, began
to withdraw himfelf from tucir paltimes and aflemblics ;
and to delight ia folitary waiks 1ad filent, meditatic;r_u

ki
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ABISSINIA :

1]¢ often {at ;before tables covered with luxury, and
forgot to tafte the daintiés thit were placed before him :
He rofe abriptly in the midft of the fong, and haftily
retired beyond “the found of mufic, "His attendants
obferved the change, and endeavoured to renew hislove
of pleafure : He negleCted their endeavouss, repulfed
their invitations, and {pent day after day on the banks

" of rivalets, fheltered by trees, where he fometimes

litened to the birds in the bramches, {ometimes obferv-
ed the fifh playing in the ftream, and anon caft his eyes
upon the paftures and mountains filled with animals, of
which fome were biting the herbagey and fome fleeping
among the bufhes. ' ‘

This fingularity of his humour made him much ob-
ferved. One of the fages in whofe converfation he had
formerly delighted, followed him fecretly, in hope of
difcovering the caufe of his difquiet.  Raffelas, who
knew not that any one.was near him, having for fome
time fixed his eyes upon the goats that were broufing
among the rocks, .began to compare their condition with
his own, :

¢ What,” faid he, ¢ makes the difference between

- man and all the reft of the animal creation ? Every beaft

that ftrays befide me has the fame corporeal neceffities
with myfelf : Fe is hungry and crops the grafs, he is

thirfty and drinks the fiream ; his thirft and hunger are

appeafed, he is fatisfied and fleeps ; he rifes again and

| is hungry, he 15 again-fed and is at reft. - I am hungry

and thirfty, like him-; but when thirft and hunger ceafe,
I am not at reft : I am, like him, pained with want ;
but T am not, like him, fatisfied with fulnefs.

% The intermediate hours arc tedious and gloomy : 1
long again to be hungry, that I may again quicken my
attention.. The birds peck the berries or the corn, and
fly away to the groves, where they fit, in feeming hap.

'pinefs, on the branches, and wafte their lives in ‘tunin

one unvaried feries of founds. I, likewife, can call the
himatift and the finger ; but the founds that pleafed me
yefterday weary me to-day, and will grow yet more

‘wearifome to-mortow. 1 can difcover within me ne

B power



i THE PRINCE OF

power of perception which Is not glutted with its proper
pleafure, yet 1 do not feel myfelf delighted. Nanhes
furely fome latent fenfe, for which this place affords 2o
gratification, or he has fome defires diftinét from fenfe,
which muft be fatisfied before he can be happy.”

Afier this he lifted up his head, and feeing the moon
rifing, walked towards the palace, As he paffed throu gh
the felds, and faw the animals around him, Ye,"” {aid
he, ¢ are happy, and need not envy me that walk thus
among you, burthened with myfelf : Nor do I, ye
g2ntle beings, envy yeur felicity ; for it is not the fe-
licity of man, I have many diftrefles from whick ye
cre free ; I fear pain when I donotfeelit; I fometimes
riripk at evils recolleéted, and {ometimes ftart at evils
aaticipated,  Surely the equity of providence has bala
anced peculiar fufferings with peculiar enjoyments.”

With ohfervations like thefe, the prince amufed
nimfelf ac he returned, uttering them with a plaintive
voice, vet with 2 look that difcovered him to feel fome
comrlacence in bz own per{picacity, and to yeceive fome
{olace of the miferies of life, from confcioufnefs of the
delicacy with which be felt, and the eloguence with
«which he bewailed, them, He mingled ¢ carfully in
the diverfions of the evening, and all rejoiced to find
that his heart was lightened.

< T FRat o S w
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CHAP IIL

The avanis of kim that wants nothinge

ON e next day his old inftru@or, imagining that
he had now mace himfelf acquainted with his
difeafe of mind, was in hope of curing it by counfel,
ané officicufly fought an opportunity of a conference
which the prince was not very wiiling to 2fford, having
long confidered him as crne whofe intellefts were ex-
taared ; « Why,” faid he, ©does this man thus intrude
upon me ! Shall I never be fuffered to forget thofe

. leGtures,
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$efures which pleafcd only while they were new, and

to become new again muft be forgotten i’ He then

walked into the wood, and compofed himfelf to his ufual
‘raeditations ; when, before his thought had taken any

fortled form, he perceived his purfuer at his fide, and

was at firlt prompted by his impatience to go haftily

away ; but, being unwilliag to offend a man whom he

had once reverenced and ftiil loved, he invited bim to

" fit down with him on the bank.

The old man, thus encouraged, began to lament the
change which had been lately obferved in the prince,
and to enquire why he {o often retired, from the pleal-
ures of the palace, to lonelinefs and filence. 1 fly
from pleafure,” faid the prince, « becaufe pleafure has
veafed to pleale ; I am lonely becaufe I am miferable,
and am unwilling to cloud with my prefence the happi-
nefs of others.” « You, fir,” faid the fage, * are the
. firlt who has comphained of mifery in the heppy valley.
I hope to convince you that your complaints have no
real caufe,  You are here in poffeffion of all that tae
" emperor of Abiffinia can beffow. Here is neither la-
bour to be endured, nor danger to be dreaded; yet
here is all that labour or danger can procure. Look
round and tell me which of your wants is.without fupply :
If you want nothing, how are you unhappy "

¢ That I want nothing,” faid the prince, ® or that
1 know not what I want, is the caufe of my complaint :
If I had any known want, I fhould have a certain wifh ;
that with would excite endeavour, and I fhould not then
-~ repine to-fce the fun move fo flowly towards the weftern
mountain, or lament when the day breaks, and fleep
will no longer hide me from myfelf, When I {ee the kids
and the lambs chafing one another, I fancy that I fhould
be happy if I had fomething to purfue, But, poffefling
21l that T can want, I find one day and one hour exaétly
Jike another, except that the latter is fill more tedious
than the former, Let your experience inform me how
the day may now feem as fhort as in my childhoad,
while natare was yet frefh, and every moment fhewed

; =



i6 THE PRINCE OF

me what I had never obferved before. I have already
enjoved too much ; pive me fomething to defire.”

The old man was furprifed at this new fpecies of af-
fliction, and knew not what to reply, yet was unwilling
to be filent. ¢ Sir,” faid he, ¢ if you had fecn the
miferies of the world, you would know how to value -
your prefent frate.” © Now,” faid the prince, € you .
have given me fome thing to defire ;.1 fhall long to e
the miferies of the world, fince the fight of them s
neceffery to happinefs.” - '

CHAPR IV,

The prince continues 10 grieve and mufe.

AT this time the found of mafic P:oclaim‘ed the-hour
of repaft, -and the conver{ation ‘was concluded.
The old man went away fufficiently difcontented to find
that his reafonings had -produced the only ¢onclafion
which they were intended to prevent. -But -in- the’ de-
cline of life, fhame and grief are of fhort ‘duration ;
whether it be that we bear eafily what we -have borne
iong, or that, finding ourfelves in age lefs regarded;-we
lefs regard cthers, or, that we look with flight regard
upon affliétions, to which we know that-'the hand of
death is about to put an end, vt n

The prince, whofe yiews were extended to a wider
fpace, could not fpeedily quiet his -emotions. ' He had
hean before terrified . at the length of life which nature
rromifed him, becaufe he confidered that in a long
tme much muft be endured ; he now rejoiced  in his
vcuotk, becavie in many years much might be done.
*MLis fit boam of hope, - that had been-ever- darted
'aro his mind, rekindled youth. in his cheeks, and
I-ubled the luftre of his eyes,. Hewas fired - with the
defire of doing fomething; tho’* he knew not yety with
2itinGnefs, either end or means,

He was now no longer gloomy and unfocial 3 but,

confidering
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% donfidering himf{elf as mafter of a fecret ftock of happi-
% nefs, which he could enjoy only by concealing 1it, he
affeed. to be buly in all {chemes of diverfion, and en-
deavoured to make others pleafed with the ftate of
which he himfelf was'weary.. But pleafures never can
be {o multiplied-or continted; as not:td leave much of
life unemployed : There were many hours, both of the
night and day, which he couid {pend, without fufpi-
cion, in folitary thought, The load of life was. much
lightened : He went eagerly into the affemblies, becaufe
he fuppofed the frequency of his prefence neceffary to
the fuccels of his purpofes ;-he retired gladly to priva-’

¢y, becaale he had now a fubje&t of thought.. '

His cheif amufement was to picture to himfelf that
world which he had never feen ; t> place himfelf in
various conditions ; to be entangled in. imaginary diffi-
culties, and to be engaged in wild adventures: But his
benevolence always terminated his projedts in-the relief
of diftrefs, the detefton of fraud, the-defeat of oppref-
fion, and the diffufion of happinefs,-

Thus paffed twenty months of the life” of- Raffelas.
He bufied himfelf {o intenfely in vifionary buftle, that
he forgot his real folitude ; and, amidit hourly prepara-
tions for the various incidents of huwman affairs, neg-
le&ted to confider by what means he thould minglewith
mankind. - _

One day, as he was fitting.on a bank,- he" feigned to
himfelf an orphan virgin ro%bed of her little portion by
a treacherous lover, and crying after him forreftitution
and redrefls, So ftrongly was the image imprefled upon
his mind, that he ftarted up in the maid’s defence, and
ran forwards to feize the plunderer with all the' eager-
nefs of real purfuit, Fear naturally quickens the flight
of guilt. Raffelas could not catch the fugitive with his
utmoft efforts ;. but refolving to weary, by perfeverance,
him whom he could noet furpafs in'{peed,. he prefled on,:
till the foot of the mountain ftopped his courfe. .

Here he recolle@e=d himfelf, and {miled at his own
ufelels impetuofity., Then raifing his eyes to the moun-
thin,. ¢ This,” faid he, ¢ is the fatal obftacle that- hin-

B2 ders.
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ders at once the enjoyment of pleafure, and the exercife
of virtue. How long s it that my hopes and wifhes
have flown beyond this boundary of my life, which yet
I never have attempted to furmount e

Seruck with this refiaction, he fat down to mufe, and
remembered, that fince he firft refolved to efcape from
lis confinement, the fun had paffed twice over him in his

annual courfe.  He now felr a degree of regret, with

which he had never been before acquainted. He con-
fidered how much might have been done in the timec
which had paffed and left nothing real behind it. He
compared twenty months with the life of man. ¢ lIn
life,” faid he, ¢ is not to be counted the ignorance of
infancy, or imbecility of age. We are long before we
are able to think, and we foon ceafe from the power of
afting, 'The true period of human exiftence may be
reafonably eftimated at forty years,of which I have mufed

away the four and twentieth part. What 1 have loft .

was certzain, for I have certainly poffefled it ; but of
tsventy months to come who can affure me B

The confvicufnefs of his own folly pierced him deep-
'+, and he was long before he could be reconciled to
himfelf, © The reft of my time,” faid he, ¢ has been

Ioft by the crime cr folly of my anceftors, and-the abfurd

inftitutions of my country ; I remember it with difguft,
bat without remorfe : But the months that have paffed
fince new light darted into my foul; fince L have formed
2 {cheme of reafonable felicity, have been- fquandered
by my own fault. Ihave loft that which can never be
rettored. T have feen the {fun rife and fet for twenty
months, an idle gazer on the light of heaven : In this
time the birds have left the neft of their mother, and
committed themfelves to the woods and to the fkies ;
the kid has forfaken the teat, and learned by degrees to
climb the recks in quelt of indeépendent fuftenance. 1
only have made no advances, but am fill helplefs and
ignorant. 'The moon by mere than twenty changes,
admonifhed me of the fluz of lif2 ; the ftream, that rolled

efore my feet upbraided my inactivity. I fat’ feafting

on intelleual Tuxury, regardlefs alike of the examples
' of



of the earth, and the inftructions of the planets.. Lwenty-
months are paft ; who fhall reftore.them £

‘Thefe forrowful meditations fattened upon his mind ;
. he pafied four months.in.refolving to lofe no more time
in idle refolves, .and 'was awakened to more vigorous
ciiertion, by hearing 4 maid, whohad broken a porcelain
cup, remark, that what cannot be repaired is not to be.
regretted.. '

"This was obvious ;. and Raffelas reproached himfelf”
that he had not difcovered it,. having not known, or
not confidered, how many ufeful hints are obtained by
chance, and how often the mind, hurried by her own.
ardour to diftant views, neglects the traths that lic open.
before her. He, for a few hours, regretted his regret,
and from that-time bent his whole mind upon the means
. of efcaping from the valley of happinefs,

CHAT. V.
The prince meditates his ¢fcape..

E now found that it would be very difficult to effe@®
that which it was very eafy to fuppofe effecied,
When he looked. round about him, he faw himfelt con-
fined by the bars of nature, which had. never yct been
broken, and by the gate, through which none, that once
had paffed, were ever able to return. He was now
.mpatient as an eagle in a grate, He pafled week after
week in clambering the mountaing, to {ee if there was
any aperture which the bufhes might conceal ; bat
found all the fummits inacceflible by tiacir prominence..
The iron gate he defpaired to.open ; for 1t was not only
fecured with all the power of art, but was always
watched by fucceflive centinels, and was by 1ts pofition
expofed to the perpetual obfervation of all the inhabit-
_ants. N .
- He then.examined the cavern through which the
. waters of the Jake were difcharged ; and looking dewn,
at
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at 2 time when the fun {hone ftrongly upon its mouth,
he difcovered it to be full of broken: rocks, which,
though they permitted the fiream to flow through
many narrow paffages, would ftop any body of folid
bulk. He returned difcouraged and dejected ; but,
having now know the blefling of hope, refolved never
t3 defpair. '

In thefe fruitlefs fearches he {pent ten months. The
time, however, palfed chearfully away : Inthe morning
he rofe with new hope, in- the evening applauded lits
own diligence, and i the night {lept found after his
fatigue. He met a thoufand amafements which beguil-
ed his labour, and diverfified his thoughts. He di-
cerned the various in®tin€s of animals, and properties of
plants, and found the place replete with wonders, of
which he purpofed to folace himfelf with the contem-
platios, if he fhould never be able to accomplith his
fight ; rejoicing that his endeavours, though yet' un-
fuccefsful, had fupplied him with a fource of inexhauft-
ible enquiry. _

But his original. curiofity was not yet abated ; he
sefolved to obtain fome knowledge of the ways of men.
His wifh #ill continued, but his hope grew lefs, He
ceafed to furvey any longer the walls of his prifon, and
foared to fearch by new toils for interftices which he
knew could not be found, yet determined to keep his
defign always in view, and lay kold on any cxpedient
that time {hould offer..

[ES = e =

CHAP. VL
A differiation on the art of fiying,

MONG the artifts that had been allured into the

~\ happy valley, to labour for the accommodation
and pleafure of its inhabitants, was a man eminent: for
liis knowledge of the meclianic powers, who had con-

aived many engines both of ufe and recreation.. By 2
whecl
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& . heel, ‘which'the ftream -turnéd, -he forced the water
% jnto-a tower, whence it was diftributed to all the apart-
& ments of the palace. He erefted a pavilion in the gar-
i den, around which he kept the air always cool. by
¥ artificial fhowers. One of the groves appropriated to
¢ the ladies, was ventilated by fans, to which the rivulet
i that ran through it gave a conftant motion ; and inftru-
£ ments of- {oft mufic were placed at {Pi‘oper- diftances, " 6f
 which fome played by the impulfe of the wind,:and {ome
by the power ofithe ftream. -
| This artift was fometimes vifited by Raflelas, who
b was pleafed with every kind of knowledge, imagining

that the time would come, -when all his acquifitions.
[ fhould be of ufe to him in the open world.  -He: came
one day to amufc himfelf in his ufual manaer, and found.
| the mafter bufy in building a failing chariot : He faw
that the-defign was practicable-upon a level {urface, aad
L with: expreffions of great efteem {olicited s completion.
¢ The workman was pleafed to find himfelf -fo much fe-
. garded by the prince, -and' refolved to gain yet higher-
 honours. ¢ Sir,” faid he, ¢ yon have feen-but a {mall
- part of what the mechanic fciences can perform.. I have.
been long of opinion, that, inftead of the tardy convey-.
ance‘of ﬁxips and chariots, man might ufe: the {wifter
migration of wings ; that the fields of air are oipen to
knowledge, and that only ignorance- and idlenefs nced
crawl upon the ground.” -

This hint rekindled the prince’s defire of -pafling” the
mountains ; and having feen what. the mechanift thad
already performed, he was willing to fancy that he
could do more ; -yet refolved: to enquire-further before
he fuffered-hope to aflli¢t him by difappointment. ¢« I
an afraid, faid he to the artift, that your imagination
prevails -over your fkill, and that you now tell me:
rather what you wifh than what you.kmow, .Every
animal has ‘his_element affigned -him ; the bitds have the
air, and-man and -beafts -the-earth.” -« So; replied the
méchanift, filhes have' the water, in which yet beafts
can fwwim by nature,and men by :art,r He-that can,
fvim needs not defpair to' fly : "Tofwim is to fly in a

groffer

o) T
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groffer fluid, and to fy, is to fiwim in a fubtiler. . We
ate only to proportion our power of refiftance fo the ¢

diFerent denfity of the matter through which we are to
pals.  You will be neceflarily wpborne by the air, if.
yoa can renew any impelfe upon it, fafter than the air':
can recede from the preffure.” - 1
« But the éxercife of fwimming,” faid the prince.
 is very laborious 3 the ftrongeft limbs are foon weari. ;
ed ; I am afraid the a& of flying will be yet more vio-{:
lent, and wings will be of no great ule, unlefs. we cani:
fiv farther than we can fwim.” B
« The lihour of rificg from the ground,”- faid thels
errift, « will be great, as we fee it in the heavier dcr-g'
meftic fowls; but, as we mount higher, the earth’slj
attration, and the body’s gravity, will be gradually,
diminifhed, till we fhali arrive at a region where thet*
mman will float in the air without any tendency to fall it
No care will then be neceffary, but to move forwarcy
which the gentle impulfe will effedt,.. You, fir, whofo|
curiofity is fo extenfive, will eafily conceive with whay.
pleafuse a philofopher, furpithed with wings and hover
ing in the ky, would fee the earth, and all its inhabit.
ants, rolling bereath him, and prefenting to hin
fucceflively, by its diurnal motion, all the countrick
within the fame parallel. How muft it amufe th
pendent {peftator 1o fee the moving feene of land an
ocean, cities and defarts | To furvey with equal {ecunt
. ‘the marts of trade, and the fields of battle, mountaix
infefted by barbarians, and fruitful regions gladdenc!
by plenty, and lulled by peace ! How eafily fhall w{
then trace the Nile through all its paffages ; pafs ovel
to diftant regions, and examine the face of nature frou}
one extremity of the earth to the other ! .ﬁ
« Al] this,” faid the prince, is much to be defired ;!
but I am afraid that no man will be able to breathe i
thefe regions of {peculation and tranquility. 1 hav
been told that refpiration is difficult upon lofty mour
tains, yet from thefe precipices, though fo high as
produce great tenuity of the air, it is very ealy to fall;
and I fufpe@, that from any height, where life can bt
: ' fupported,

et T
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:n?;,a{.:ed, there may be danger of too quick dee
i cont, .

&0 « Nothing,” replied the artift, « will ever be at
M empted, if all poffible objections muft be firft over-
#eome. 1f you will favour my proje&, I will try the
&t flight at my own hazard. 1 have confidered the
1 cuQure of all volant animals, and find the folding con-
Htinuity of the bat’s wigs moft- eafily accommodated to
dthe human form. Upon this model I fhall begin my
Stalk to-morrow, and in a'year expect to tower into the
%air'bcycmd the malice or purfuit of men, But I will
Swork only on this condition, that the art fhall not be
ddivulged, and that you fhall not require me to make
i wings for any but ourfelves.”

8« Why,” faid Raffelas, * fhould you envy others fo
oreat an advantage ? All kill ought to be exerted for
guniverfal good ; every man has owed much to others,
4and ought to repay the kindnefs that he has received,”
¢ s It men were all virtuous,” rerurned the artiffy « I
§ Mould with great-alacrity teach them all to fly. But,
#what would be the fecurity of the good, if the bad
! could at pleafure invade them from the fky ? Againft an
§ army failing through the clouds, neither walls, nor
i mountains, nor feas could afford any fecurity, A flight
f of northern favages might hover in the wind, and light
§ at once with irrefiftible viclence upon the capital of a
£ froicful region that was rolling under them.  Evea this
g valley, the retreat of princes, the abode of happinefs,
# might be violated by the fudden defcent of fome of
B the naked nations, that {warm on the coaft of the
& {outhern fea.”

§ The prince promifed fecrecy, and waited for the
% performance, not whouty Lopelefs of fuccefs. He vifited
} the work from time to time, obferved its progrefs, and
§ rcmarked the ingenious contrivances to gcilimte mo-
i tion, and unite jcvity with ftrength,  "The artift was
§ cvery day more certain, that he thould leave vultures
R and eagles behind him, and the contagion of his con-
# fidence feized upon the prince. ;

| Inayear the wings were finifhed, and, ona moming

appointed,




2 THE PRINCE OF

appointed, the maker appeared furnithed for flight on &
little promontory : He waved his pinions a while to gather
air, then leaped from his ftand, and in an inttant-dropped
into the lake, His wings, which were of no ufe in
the air, fuftained him in the water, and the prince
drew him to land, half dead with terror and vexation,

fow = PUMPASPIRSSSY A
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CHAPF VIL
The prince fizds @ man of fearning.

HE prince was not much afiied by this difaften
having fuffered himfelf to hope for a happicr event,
only becaufe he had no other means of efcape in view,
_ He fill perfifted in his defign to leave the happy valley
by the firlt opportunity. ‘
His imagination was now at 2 ftand, he had no prof-
peét of entering into the world ; and, notwithftanding all
his endeavours to fupport himfeif; difcontent by degrees
preyed upon him, and he began again to lofe his
thoughts in fadnefs, when the rainy icafon, which in
thefe countries is periodical, made it inconvenient to

wander in the woods.
The rzin continued longer and with more violence

than had been ever known : The clouds broke on the
{urrounding mountains, and the torrents ftreamed into
the plain on every fide, till the cavern was too narrow
to difcharge the water. 'The lake overflowed its banks,
and all the level of the valey was covered with the in-
ondation. 'The eminence on which the palsce was
built, and-fome other fpots of rifing ground, were all
that the eye could now difcover. The herds and flocks
lef: the paftores, and both the wild beafts and tame re-
treated to the mountains.

This inundation confined all the princes to dometftic
amufements, and the attention of Raflelas was particu.
lazly feized by a pocay, which Imlac recited, on the va-
rious conditions of humanity. He commanded the

poct
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| oot to actend him in his apartment, and recite his verfes

L fecond time ; then entering into familiar talk, he
E  thought himfelf happy in having found a man who knew -
the world fo well, and could fo fkilfully paint the {cenes
of life. He alked a thonfand queftions about things,
to which, though common to all other mortals, his
confinement from childhood had kept him a ftranger.
'The poet pitied his ignorance, and loved his curiofity,
and entertained him from day to day with novelty and
inftruéion, fo that the prince regretted the neceflity of
fleep, and longed till the morning fhould rencw his
vleafure. ‘

As they were fitting together, the prince command-
ed Imlac to relate his hiftory, and to tell by what acci-
dent he was forced,.or by what motive induced, to
clofe his life in the happy valley. As he was going to
Legin his narrative, Raffelas was called to a concert,
znd obliged to reftrain his curiofity tili the evening.

CHAP VIIL
The kiffory of Iinlac.

”E‘HE clofe of the day is, in the regicns of the tor-
| rid zone, the only feafon of diverfion and enter-

tainment, and it was therefore midnight before the
mufic ceafed, and the princefles retired, Raifelas then
called for his companion, and required him to begin
the ftory of his life.

« Sir,” faid Imlac, & my hiftory will not be long :
The life that is devoted to knowledge pafles filently
sway, and is very little diverfified by events.  To talic
i public, to think in folitude, to read and to hear, to
inquire, and anfwer inquirics, is the bufinefs of a
fcholar. He wanders about the world without pomp cr
terror, and ismeither known nor valued but by men
like himfelfs

«}
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« T was born in the kingdom of Goiama, at no
great diftance from the fountain of the Nile, My
father was a wealthy merchant, and traded between the
inland countries of Afric and the ports of the Red Sea.
He was honeft, frugal, and diligent, but of mean fen-
timents, and tarrow comprehenfion : He defired only
to0 be rich, and to conceal his riches, left he thould be
{roiled by the governours of the province.”

« Surely,” faid the prince, ¥ my father muft be
negligent of his charge, if any man in his dominions
Gares take that which belongs to another, Does he
not knew that kings are acccuntable for injuflice per-
mitted as well 2s done ? If I were emperor, not the
meaneft of my fubjects fhould be opprefled with impuni-
ty. My blood boils when I am told that a merchant
curft not enjoy his honeft gains, for fear of lefing by
the rapacity of power, Name the governour ‘who
robbed the people, that I may declare his crimes to the
emperor.”

¢ Sir,” f2id Imlac, « your ardour is the natural
eFe@ of virtue animated by youth : The time will
come when you will acquit your father, and perhaps
hear with lefs impatience of the governcur. Opprel-
fion is, in the Abiffinian dominions, neither frequent
nor tolerated ; but no form of gcvernment has been yet
difeovered, by which cruelty can be wholly prevented,
Subordination fuppofes power on one part, and fub-
jection on the other ; and if power be in the hands of
men, it will fometimes be abufed. The vigilance of
the fupreme magiftrate may do much, but much will
fill remain undone. He canneverknow all the crimes
thar are committed, and can {eldom punifh all that he
knows.”

« This,” faid the prince, ¢ 1 do not underftand,
but T had rather hear thee than difpute. Continue thy
rarration.” '

« My father,” proceeded Imlac, © orginally intend-
ed that 1 thould have no other education, than fuch as
might qualify me for commerce ; and difcovering in
we great ftrength of memory; and quicknefs of appre-

henfion,
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henfion, often declared his hope, that I fhould be {ome
* time the richeft man in Abiffinia.”

« Why,” faid the prince, « did thy father defire the
increafe of his wealth, when it was alteady greater than
he durft difcover or enjoy ? I am. unwilling to doubr
thy veracity, yet inconfiftencies cannot both be true,”

"« Inconfiftencies,” anfwered Imlic, « cannot both
be right, but, imputed to man, they mav both be true.
Yet diverfity is not inconfiftency, My father might
expelt a time of greater fecurity, However, fome de-
fire is neceffary to keep life in motion, and he, whofe
real wants are {fupplied, muft admit thofe of fancy.”

« This,” faid the prince, ¢ I can i1 fome meafure
conceive. I repent that I interrupted thee.”

« With this fmpe,“ proceeded Imlac,  he fent me
to fchool ; but, when I had once found the delight of
knowledge, and felt- the pleafure of intelligence and
the pride of invention, I began filently to defpife rich-
es, and determined to difappoint the purpofe of my
father, whofe groffnefs of conception raifed my pity. I
was twenty years old before his tenderna{s would expofe-
me te the fatigue of travel, in which time I had been
inftruéted, by fucceffive mafters, in all the literature of
my native country. As every hour taught me {fome-
thing new, I lived in a continual courfe of gratifica-
tions ; but, as I advanced towards manhood, I loft
much of the reverence with which I had been ufed to
look on my inftrutors : Becaufe, when the leffon was
ended, ‘1 did not find them wifer or better than com-
mon men.

¢« At length my father refolved to initiaie me in
commerce, and, opening one of his {ubturranean treaf.
uries, counted out ten thoufand pieces of gold. 'lhis,
young man, faid he, is the ftock with which you muft
negociate. I began with lefs than the fifth part, and
you fee how diligence and parfimony have increafed it.
This is your own, to wafte or to improve. If.you
fquander it by negligence or caprice, you muft wait for
my death before vou will be rich ; If; in four years,.
you double your ftock, we will thenceforward let {ub-

' ordingtion



23 " THE PRINCE OF

ordination ceafe, and live together as friends and part-
ners ; for he thall always be equal with me, who is
equally fkilled in the art of growing rich, |

« We laid our money upon camels, concealed in
bales of cheap goods, and travelled to the fhore of
the Red Sea. When I caft my eye on the expanfe of
waters, my heart bounded like that of a prifoner efcaped.
I felt an unextinguifhable curiofity kindle in my mind,
and refolved to fnatch this oppertunity of feeing the
manners of other nations, and of learning {ciences un-
known in Abiffinia.

« ] remembered that my father had obliged me to
the improvement of my ftock, not by a promife which
I ought not to violate, but by a penalty which I was at
liberty to incur, and therefore determined to gratify my
predominant defire, and by drinking at the fountains
of knowledge, to quench the thirft of curiofity.

«« As T was fuppofed to trade without concexion with
my father, it was eafy for me to become acquzinted
with the mafter of 2 fhip, and procure a paffage to fome
other country. 1 had no motives of choice to regulate
my voyage ; it was fufficient for me, that, wherever I
wandered, 1 fhould fee a country which I had not feen
before. 1 therefore entered a thip bound for Surat,
having left a letter for my father, declaring my inten-
tiom. :

" CHAP IX
The Hifisry of Imlac continned.
(44 HEN I firlt entered upon the world of waters,

and loft fight of land, I looked round about
me with pleafing terror, and thinking my foul enlarged
by the boundlefs profpet, imagined that I could gaze
cound forever without fatiety ; but, ina fhort time, I
grew weary of looking on arren uniformity, where I

could cnly fee again wrat I had already feen, I then
defcended
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b delecnded into the (hip, and doubted for a while whether

? all my futore pleafures would not end like this, in dif-
i guft and difappointment.  Yet, furely, faid I, the ocean
f and the land are very différent ; the only variety of
§ water is reft and motton, but the earth has mountains
b and vallies, defarts and citics ¢ It is inhabited by men
§ of different cuftoms and contrary opinions ; and I may
i hope to find variety in life, though [ fhould mifs it in
| nature.
¢« With this hope I quieted my mind, and amufed
: myfelf during the voyage ; fometimes by learning from
the failors the art of navigation, which I have never
¢ practifed, and fometimes by forming {chemes for my
} condu& in different {ituations, in not one of which [
: have ever been placed. :
¢« T was almoft weary of my naval amufements when
fwe landed fafely at Surat. I fecured my money, and
purchafing fome commodities for fhow, joined myfelf”
to a caravan that was paffing into the inland counrry,
My companions, for fome reafon or other, conjecturing
that T was rich, and by my inqkuiries and admiration
finding that I was ignorant, confidered me as a novice,
whom they had a right to cheat, and who was to learn
at the ufual expenfe the art of fraud. They expofed
me to the theft of fervants, and exaction of ofhicers,
and faw me plundered upon falfe pretences, without
anv advantage to themfelves, but that of rejoicing i1a
the fuperiority of their knowledge.” _
¢ Stop a moment,” faid the prince, s there fuch
depravity in man, as that he fhould injure another
without benefit to himfelt? I can eafily conceive that
il are pleafed with fuperiority ; but your igaorancs
was merely accidental, which,.being.nﬁ'lt'ﬂtr your crimz
nor your folly, could afford them no reafon ro applaud.
tiemfelves ; and the knowledge which they had, and
which you wanted, they might as effectually have
hewn by warning you, as betraying you,”
¢ Pride,” faid Imlac, ¢ is fcldomn delicate, it will.
pleale itfelf with very mean advantages ; and cnvy feéls
* net.
2 '
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not its own happinefs, but when it may be compared
with the mifery of others, They were my encmies,
becauie they thought me rich, and my oppreflors, be-
caufe they delighted to find me weak.”

¢ Proceed,” {aid the prince s 1 doubt not of the
fats which you relate, but imagine that you impute
them to miftaken motives,”

¢« In this company,” fatd Imlac, « T arrived at
Agra, the capiral of Indoftan, the city in which the
great Mogul commonly refides. I applied myfelf to
the language of the country, and in a few months was
zble to coaverfe with the learned men ; {ome of whom
{ found morofe and referved, and others ealy and com-
municative ; fome were unwilling to teach another, what
they had with difficulty learned themfelves, and fome
fhewed that the end of their ftudies was to gain the dig-
nitv of inftrulting.

i To the tutor of the young princes I recommended
myfelf fo mach, that L was prefented to the emperor
as a man of uncommon knowledge, 'The emperor
afked me many queftions concerning my country and
my travels ; and, though I cannot now recollett any
thing that he uttered above the power of a common
man, he difmiffed me, aftonifhed at his wifdom, and
enamoured of his goodnefs,

¢ My credit was now fo high, that the merchants
with whom I had travelled, applied to me for recom-
endations to the ladies of the court, 1 was furprifed
at their confidence of folicitation, and gently reproach-
ed them with their pracifes on the road. They heard
me with cold indiference, and fhewed no tokens of
{hame or {orrow.

« They then urged their requeft with the offer of a
bribe ; but, what I would not do for kindnefs I would
not do for money ; and refufed them, not becaufe they
had injured me, but becaufe I would not enable them
to injure others ; for I knew they would have made ufe
of my credit to cheat thofe who {hould buy their wares,

« Having refided at Agra, fill there was no more to

be learned, I travelled into Perfia, where I faw many
remalns
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] remains of ancient magnificence and obferved many

| new accommodations of life. The Perfians are a nation
eminently {ocialy and their afemblies afforded me daily
opportunities of remarking characters and manners, and -
ot tracing human nature through all its variations.

« From Perfia I paffed into Arabia, wheve I {faw a
hation at once paftoral and warlike ; who live without
any fettled habitation ; whofe only wealth is their
flocks and herds ; who have yet carried on, through all
ages, an hereditary war with all mankind, though they
neither covet nor envy their poffeffions.

CHAP X

= s

Imlac's hiftory continned. 4 differtation wpon poetry.

66 HEREVER Iwent, I found that poetry was
confidered as the higheft learning, and re-

garded with a veneration fomewhat approaching to
that which man would pay to the angelic nature. And
it yet fills me with wonder, that, in almoft all coun-
tries, the moft ancient poets are confidered as the beft :
Whether it be that every other kind of knowledge is
an acquifition gradually attained, and poetry is a gift
conferred at once ; or that the firft poetry of every na-
tion furprifed them as a novelty, and retained the credit
by confent which it received by accident at firft : QOr,
whether the provinee of poetry is to deferibe Nature
and Paffion, which are always the fame, and the firft
writers took poffeffion of the moft firiking objects for’
defeription, and the moft probable occurrences for
fition, and left nothing to thofe that followed them,
but tranfcription of the fame events, ané new conbina-
tions of the fame images. Whatever be the reafon, it
is commonly obferved, that the early writers are in
poffeflion of natare, and their followers of art ; that
the firlt excel in ftrength and iavention, and the latter
in elegance and refincment,
: ¢ ]
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¢« T was defirous to add my name to this illuftriou:
fraternity. I read all the poets of Perfia and Arabis,
and was able to repeat by memory the volumes that are
fufpended in the mofque of Mecca.. But 1 foon found,
that no man is ever great by imitation. My defire of,
excellence impelled me to transfer my attention to na-
ture and to life. Nature was to be my fubject, and
men to be my auditors;: I could never deferibe what I
had not feen : I could not hope to move thofe with
delight or terror, whofe interefts and opinions I did not
underftand,

« Being now refolved to be a poet, I faw every
thing with a new purpofe ; my {phere of attention was
fuddenly magnified : No kind of knowledge was to
be overlooked., I ranged mountains and defarts for
images and refemblances, and pictured upon my mind
every tree of the foreft and flower of the valley. I
obferved with équal care the crags of the reck and thie
pinnacles of the palace. Sometimes wandered along:
the mazes of the rivulet, and fometimes watched the
changes of the {ummer clouds. To a poct nothing can
be ulelefs, Whatever is beantiful, and whatever is
dreadful, muft be familiar to his imagination: He muft
be converfant with all that is awfully vaft, or elegantly
listle. 'The plants of the garden, the animals of the
wood, the minerals of the earth, and meteors of the
fiy, muft all concur to fiore his mind with inexhauftible
variety : For every idea is ufeful for the enforcement or
decoration of meral or religious truth ; and he who
knows moft, will have moft power of diverfifying his
{cenes, and of gratifiying his reader with remote allu-
fions and unexpetied inftruttion,

« Ajl the appearances of nature Iwas therefore careful
to ftudy, and every conntry which I have forveyed has
contributed fomethinyg to my poetical powers.”

« In fo wide a furvey, faid the prince, you muft
furely have left -much uncbferved. 1 have lived till
aow within the circuit of thefe mountains, and yet
cannot walk abroad without the fight of forething

hich T had never beheld before, or ever heeded.”
’ m
o ng
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¢« The bufinefs of a poet, faid Imlac, is to-examine,
not the individual, but the fpecies ; to remark-general
properties and large appearances : He does not number
the ftreaks of the tulip, or defcribe the different fhades
in the verdure of the foreft, He is to exhibit, in his
portraits of nature, fuch prominent and ftriking features,
as recal the original to every mind ; and muft neglect
the minuter difcriminations which one may have re-
marked, and another have neglefted, for thofe charac-
teriftics which are alike obvious to vigilance and care-
leflnefs.

« But the knowledge of nature is only half the talk
of the poet ; he muft be acquainted likewife with all
the modes of life. His charafter requires that heefti-
mate the happinéfs and mifery of every condition ; ob-
ferve the power of all the paffions in all their combina-
tions, and trace the changes of the human mind as they
are modified by various inftitutions and accidental influ-
ences of climate or cuftom, from the {prightlinefs of
infancy to the defpondence of decrepitude. He mult
diveft himfelf of the prejudices of his age or country ;
he muft confider right and wrong in their abftracted and
variable ftate ; he muft difregard prefent laws and opin-
ions, and -rife to general and tranfcéndental truths,
which will always be the fame: He muft therefore
content himfelf with the flow progrefs of his name ;
and contemn the applaufe of his own time, and commit
his claims to the juftice of pofterity. He muft write as
the interpreter DfJ nature, and the legiflator of mankind,
and confider himfelf as prefiding over the thoughts and
manners of fucceflive generations; as a belng fuperior
to time and place, His labour is not yet at anend :
He muft know many languages and many fciences ;
and, that his ftile may be worthy of his thoughts, muft,
by inceffant pratife, familiarize to himfelf every deli-
cacy of fpeech and grace of harmbny.”

"CHAP

v
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CHAP XL
Imlac's narrative comtinued. A kint on pilgrimage.

IMLAC now felt the enthufiattic fit, and was procee<.
ing to aggrandize his own profeflion, when the
prince cried out, * Enough ! thou haft convinced ni
that no human being can ever be 2 poet. Proceed now
with thy narration.”

« Tobe a post, {aid Imlac, is indeed very difficuls.”
¢ So difficult, returned the pfince, that I will at prel.
ent hear no more of his labours. 'Tell me whither you
went when you had feen Arabia.”

« From Arabia, faid the poet, I travelled through
Syria, and for three years refided in Paleftine, where I
converfed with great numbers of the northern and
weftern nations of Europe ; the nations which are now
in pofiefiion of all power and all knowledge ; whofe
armies are irrefiftible, and whofe fleets command the
remeteft parts of the globe. When I compared thelc
men with the natives of our own kingdom, and thofc
that furround us, they appeared almoft another order of
beings. In their countrics it is difficult to wifh for any
thing that may not be obtained : A thoufand arts, of
swhich we never heard, are continually labouring for
their convenience and pleafure ; and whatever their
own climate has denied them, is fupplied by their com-
merce,”

¢ By what means, faid the prince, are the Europeans
thus powerful } or why, fince they can fo eafily vifit
Afia and Africa for trade or cenqueft, cannot the
Afiatics and Africans invade their coafts, plant colonies
in their ports, and give laws to their ratural princes !
The fam= wind that carries them back would bring us
thither.”

¢¢ They are more powerful, fir, than we, anfwered
Imlac, becaufe they are wifer ;—knowledge will always

" predominait
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i redominate over ignorance, as man gGoverns the other
Soanimals, But, why their knowledge 1s more than ours,
T know not what reafon can be given, but the unfearch-
& able will of the Supreme Being.”

& < When, faid the prince with a figh, fhall I be able
% to vifit Paleftine, and mingle with this mighty confu-
¥ cnce of nations ? Tiil that happy moment fhall arrive,

i . . vy

@ict me fill up the time with fuch reprefentations as thou
¥ canft give me. I am not ignorant of the motive that
§ affembles fuch numbers in ‘that place, and cannot but

i confider it as the centre of wifdom and picty, to which
Ethe beft and wifeft men of every land muft be continually

o

% reforting.”
%« There are fome nations, faid Imlac, that fend few
Hvifitants to Palefline ; for many numerows and learned
#focts in Europe concur to cenfure pilgrimage as fuper-
i titious, or deride it as ridiculous.”
4« You know, faid the prince, how little my life has
g made me acquainted with diverfity of opinions : It will
% be too long to hear the arguments on both fides ; you,
b that have confidered them tell me the refult.” .
£« Pilgrimage, faid Imla¢, like many other alls of
% piety, may be reaforable or fuperftitious according to
 the principles upon which it is performed, Long jour-
% neys in fearch of truth are not commanded. Truth,
§ {uch as is neceflary to the regulation of life, i always
 found where it is honeftly fought. Change of place is
& no natural caufe of the increafe of piety ; foritinevita-
§ bly produces diffipation of mind. Yet, fince men go
| every day to view the places where great ations have
§ been performed, and return with ftronger impreffions of
! the event, curiofity of the fame kind may naturally dif-
2 pofe us to view that country whence our religion had
£ its beginning ; and I beliéve no man furveys thofe awfu]
1 {cenes without fome confirmation of holy refolutions,
i That the Supreme Being may be more eafily propitiated
§ in one place than in another; is the dream of idle {uper-
 ftition ; but, that fome places may opcrate upon our
§ own minds in an uncommon manner, is an opinion
which hourly experience will juftify. e who fuppofes
that

Loz
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that his vices may be more fuccefsfully combated in
Paleftine, will, perhaps, find himfelf miftaken, yer he
may go thither without folly : He who thinks they will
be more freely pardened, difncnours at once his rcafon
and religion,” |

& Thefe, faid the prince, are European diftinctions,
I will confider them ancther time. What have you
found to be the effect of knowledge ? Are thofe nations
happier than we

t There is fo much infelicity, faid the poet, in the
world, that fcarce any man has leifure from his owu
diftreffes to eftimate the comparative happinefs of others.
Knowledge is cerrainly one of the means of pleafure,
as is conteied by the natural defire which every mind
feels of increafing its ideas, Ignorance is_mere priva-
tion, by which nothing can be produced : Itisa vacuity
in which the foul fits motionlefs ard torpid for want of
attrztion ; end, without knowing why, we always
rejoice when we learn, and grieve when we forget,
1 am therefore inclined to conclude, that, if nothing
counteradts the naturzl confequence’ of learning, we
grow more happy as our minds take 2 wider range,

« In enumerating the particular comforts ot life, we
will find many advantages cn the fide of the Europeans.
They cure wounds and difeafes with which we languifh
and perith, We {uffer inclemencies of weather which
they can obviate, They have engines for the difpatch
of many laborious works, which we muft perform by
manual indufiry,  There is fuch communication betwecn
diftant places, that ore friend can hardly be faid to be
abfent from another. 'Their policy removes all public
inconveniences : They have roads cut through their
mountains, and bridges laid upen their rivers. — And,
if we defcend to the privacies of life, their habitations
are mere commodious, and thelr poffeflions are more
fecore,”

« They are furely happy, faid the prince, who have
all thefe conveniences, of which I envy none fo much
zs the facility with which feparated friends interchange
their chougiits.”

«'[le
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F-, « The Europeans, anfwered Imlac, are If{i's unhappy
i than we, but they are not happy. Human life 1s every
'’ where a ftate in which much is to beendured, and little

 to be enjoyed.”

CHAP XIL

The fory of Imlac continued,

€6 ¥ AM not yet willing, faid the prince, to {uppofe
that happinefs is {o parfimonioufly diftributed to
mortals ? nor can believe but that, if I had the choice
of life, I thould be abie to fill every day with pleafure,
1 would injure no man, and fhould prevoke no refent.
ment : I would relieve every diftrefs, and fhould enjoy
the benedi@ions of gratitude. 1 would choofe my
friends among the wife, and my wife among the virtu-
ous ; and therefore fhould be in no danger from treache-
ty, or unkindnefs,” My children fhould, by my care,
be learned and pious, and would tepay to my age what
their childhood had received. What would dare to
moleft him who might call on every fide to thoufands
enriched by his bounty, or affifted by his power ? And
why fhould not life glide quictly away in the foft re-
ciprocation of protection and reverence ? All this may
be done without the help of European refinements,
which appear by their effects to be rather fpecious than

ufeful. ~ Let us leave them, and }Inurfue our journey.”
« From Paleftine, faid Imlac, I paffed through many
regions of Afia ; in the more civilized kingdoms as a
trader, and among the barbarians of the mountains as
a pilgrim, At laft T began to long for my native coun-
try, that I might repofe after my travels and fatigues,
in the places where I had fpent my earlielt years, and
gladden my old companions with the recital of my ad-
ventures, ~ Often did I figure to myfelf, thofe, with
wham I had fported away the gay hours of dawning
' life,
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fife, fitting around me in its evening, wondering atmy
tales, and liftening to my counfels,

« When this thought had taken -pofleflion of my
mind, I confidered every moment.as wafted which did
not bring me nearer to Abiffinia, I haftened into |
Efypt’ and notwithftanding my impatience, wasdetain. |
ed ten months in the contemplation of its ancient mag.
nificence, and in enquiries after the remains of its
ancient learning. I found in Cairo a mixture of all
nations ; fome brought thither by the love of knowl
edge, fome by the hope of gain, and many by the de-
fire of living after their own manner without obferva.
tion, and of lying hid in the obfcurity of multitudes ;
For, in a city, populous as Cairo, it 1s poffible to ob-
tain at the {ame time the gratificaticns of fociety, and
the {ecrecy of folitude,

¢ From Cairo [ travelled to Suez, and embarked on
the Red Sea, pafiing along the coaft till I arrived at the
};Iart from which I Ead departed twenty years before, |

T ——
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ere 1 joined myfelf to a caravan, and re-entered my
rotive country.

i« Inow expeted the careffes of my kinfmen, and
-te congratulations of my friends, -and was not without

-

hore that my father, whatever value he had fet upon
siches, wonld cwn, with gladrefs and pride, a fon who
was zhle to add to the felicity and honcur of the nation,
But, T was foon convinced ¢khat my thoughts were vain,
Ny father had been dead fourteen years, baving divid.
ed Lis wealth among my brethers, who were removed/
to Tome other provinces, Cf my companions the
zreater part was in the grave, of the reft fome counld
with dificulty remember me, znd fome confidered me
as one corropted by foreign manners.

« A maa ufed to viciffitudes is not eafily dejeded,
i forpot, afier a time, my difappoictment, and en-
cea-oured to recommend myfelf to the nobles of the
kirgdom : They zémitted me to their tables, heard my
fery, and difmifled me. I cpened a fchecl, and was
prohibited to tezch. I then refolved to fit down In the

cuiet of domeftic life, and addreffed a Jady that wis
: ' fond
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tond of my converfation, but rejefted my [uit, becaufe
my father was 2 merchant. _

¢ '« Wearied at laft with folicitation and repulies, 1
i refolved to hide myfelf forever from the-would, and de-
& pend no longer on the opinion or caprice of others, I
8 waited for the time when the gate of the bappy vallyy
{ hould opem, that I might bid farewell to hope and fear :.
 'T'he day came ; my performance was diftinguifhed with
f favour, and 1 refigned myfelf with joy to perpetual
confinement,”

¢ Haft thou here found happinefs at Iaft ? faid- Raffe-
las. 'Tell me without referve ; art thou content with
thy condition ¥ or, doft thou wifh to be again wandering
and enquiring ? All the inhabitants of this valley cele-
brate their lot ; and, at the annual vifit of the emperor,.
invite others to partake of their felicity.”

« Great prince, faid Imlac, I fhall {peak the truth »
I know not one of all your attendants who does not
lament the hour when he entered this retreat. I am
lefs unhappy than the reft; becaufc I have 2 mind replete
with images, which I can vary and combine at pleafure,
I can amufe- my folitude by the renovation of thé
knowledge which begins to fade from.my memory, and
with the recolle@ion of accidents of my paftlife, Yet
all this ends in the forrowful confideration, that my
acquirements are now ufelefs, -and that none of my
pleafures can be again enjoyed. 'The reft, whofe minds
have no impreflion but of the prefent moment, are either
corroded by malignant paffions, or fit ftupid in the gloom
of perpetual vacancy.” ;

% What paffions can infeft thofe, {aid the prince, who
have no rivals ? We are in a place where impotence
- precludes malice, and where all envy is reprefled by
| community of enjoyments.”

.« There may be community, faid JTmlac, of material
. poffeffions,. but there can never be community of love
or of efteem,. It muft happen that one will pleafe more
than another ; he that knows himfelf defpifed will
always be envious ; and ftill more envious and maleve-
lent, if he is condemned to live in the prefence of thofe

who -
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whe defpife him, 'The invitations, by which the
allare others to a ftate which they feel to be wretchecf,‘
proceed from the natural malignity of hopelefs mifery.

They are weary of themfelves, and of each other, and |

expedt to find relief in new companions, They envy

the liberty which their folly has forfeited, and would |

gladly fee all mankind imprifoned like themfelves,

« From this erime, however, I am wholly free,
No man can fay that he is wretched by my perfuafion,
I look with pity on the crowds who are annually folicit-
ing admiffion to captivity, and wifh that it were lawful
for me to warn them of their danger.”

« My dear Imlac, faid the prince, I will open 10
thee my whole heart, that I have long meditated an
efcape from the happy valley, I have examined the
mountains on every fide, but find myfelt infuperably
harred : Teach me the way to break my prifon ; thou
thalt be the companion of my flight, the guide of my
rambles, the partner of my fortune, and my fole
dire@or in the choice of Life.” :

s Sir, anfwered the poet, your efcape will be difiicalt,
and perhaps, you may foon repent your cutiofity, 'The
world, which you figure to yourfelf fmooth and quiet
21 the lake in the valley, you will find a {ea foaming
with tempefts, and boiling with whirlpools : You will
be fometimes overwhelmed by the waves of violence,
and fometimes dathed againft the rocks of treachery.
Amidft wrengs and frauds, competitions and anxieties,
you will wifh a thoufand times for thefe feats of quiet,
and willingly quit hope to be free from_fear.”

« Do not feck to deter me from my purpofe, faid
the prince. I am impatient to fee what thow ia{t feen;
and, fince thou art thyfelf weary cf the valley, it is
evident, that thy former flate was better than this.
Whatever be the confequence of my experiment, I am
refolved to judge with my own eyes of the various
conditions of men, and then to make deliberately my
ehice of life.”

« 1" am afraid, faid Imlac, you are hindered by
fronger teftraints then by perfuafions ; yet, if yout

determination
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% ddtermination is fized, I do not counfel you to defpair. .
5 Few things are impoflible to diligence and fkill,”

e

C.H AP. XIIL
Raffelas difcovers the means of cfcape.

HE prince now difmifled his favourite to reff, but.
! the narrative of wonders and novelties filled his

t mind with perturbation. He revolved all that he had
§ heard, and prepared innumerable queftions for the

§ morning. - _

i Much of his uneafinefs was now removed. He had

{ o friend to whom he could impart his thoughts, and

| whofe experience could affift him in his defigns. His-
| heart was no longer condemned to {well .with filent.

vexation, He thought that even the happy waller

might be endured with { uch a companion,. and that, 1f
they could range the world together, .he fhould have

rothing farther.to dcfire,.

Inafew days the water was- difcharged,’ and the
ground dried,  The prince and Imlac then walked out
rogether, to converfe without the notice of the reit, .
The prince, whofe thoughts were alwags on the wing.
as he paffed by the gate, fuid, with a countenunce of
farrow, « Why art thou fo ftrong, and why is man {o
weak ?” ,

« Man is not weak, anfwwered Lis companion ; knowl- -
edge is more than equivalent to force. 'The mafter of
mechanics laughs at ftrength. I can burd the gate, buc
cannot do it fecretly. . Some other espedient muft be
tried.”

As they were walking on the fide of the mountain, ,
they obferved that the conies, which the rain had driven
. from their burrows, had taken fhelter among the bufhes,
and formed holes behind them, tending upwards in an
obligue line, ¢ It has been the opinion of antiquity,

: _ | faid
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{aid Imlac, that human reafon borrowed many arts from
the inftinét of animals 3 let us, therefore, not think
ourfelves degraded by learning from the cony. “We
way efcape by piercing the mountain in the {ame direc-
tion. We will begin where the fummit hangs over the
middle part, and labour upward till we fhall iflue out
beyond the prominence.”
The eyes of the prince, when he heard this propofal,
fparkled with joy, ‘The execution was ealy, and the
uccefs certain, '
No time was now loft. They haftened early in the
morning to choofe a place proper for their mine, They
clambered with great fatigue among crags and bram-
les, and returned without having difcovered any
part that favoured their defign. The fecond and the
third days were {pent in the fame manner, and with the
{ame fruftration. But, on the fourth, they found a fmall
cavern, eoncealed by a thicket, where they refolved to
make their experiment,

_ TImlac procured inftruments proper to hew ftone and
remove earth, and they fell to their work on the next
day with more eagemefs than vigour. They were
prefently exhaufted by their efforts, and fat down
to pant upon the grafs, The prince, for a moment;
appeared tb be difcouraged. ¢ Sir, faid his companion,
pratife will enable us to continue our labour for a longer .
time ; and mark, however, how far we have advanced,

and you will find that our toil will fome time have an
end. Great works are performed, not by ftrength, but
perfeverance : Yonder palace was raifed by fingle
ffcnes, yet you fee its height and {pacioufnefs, He that -
fhall walk with vigour three hours a day, will pafs in
fevgrel vears a fpace equal to the circumference of the

lobe.”

: They returned to their labour day after day, and, ir
a fhort time, found a fiffure in the rock, whichenabled
them to pafs far with very little obftruttion, 'This
Raffelas confidered as a good omen. ¢ Do not difturb
your mind, faid Imlac, with other hopes or fears than
zeafon may foggelt ; if youare pleafed with prognof’cic.}
0
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- of wood, you will be terrified likewife with tokens of
evil, and your whole life will be a prey to fuperftition,
' Whatever facilitates our work is more than an omen, it
35 2 canfe of fuccefs, This is.one of thofe pleafing fur-
prifes which often happen to aftive refolution. Many
things difficult to defign, prove eafy to performance.”

CHAP XIV.

Raffelas and Imlac veceive an unexpelled wifit,

HEY had now wrought their way to the middle,
and folaced their labour with the approach of
Iiberty, when the prince coming down to refrefh himfelf
with air, found his fifter, Nekayah, ftanding before the
mouth of the cavity, He ftarted and ftood confufed,
afraid to tell his defign, and yet hopelefs to conceal it,
A few moments determined him to repofe on her fidelity,
and fecure her fecrecy by a declaration without referve.
« Do not imagine, faid the princels, that I came
hither as a fpy : 1 had often obferved from my window
that you and Imlac direfted your walk every day
towards the fame point, but I did not {uppofe that you
had any better reafon for a preference than a cooler
fhade, or more fragrant bank ; nor followed you
with any other defign than to partake of your
converfation. Since, then, not {ufpicion, but fondnefz,
has dete@ted you, let me not Iofe the advamtage of my
difcovery, Iam equally weary of confinement with
yourfelf, and not lefs defirous of knowing what is
done or fuffered in the world. Pesmit me to fly with
you from this taftelefs tranquility, which will yet grow
more loathfome when you have left me, You may
deny me to accompany you, but cannot hinder me
from following,”

The prince, who loved Nekayah above his other
fifters, had no inclination to refufe her requeft, and
grieved that he had Ioft an opportunity of fhewing his

- confidence
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confidence by a voluntary communication. It wa>
therefore agreed that the would leave the valley with
them ; and that, in the mean time, fhe fhould watch,
Iealt any other ftraggler fhould, by chance or. curiofity,
follow them to the mountain,

At length their Jabour was at an end ; they faw light
bevond the prominence, and, iffuing to the top of the
mountain, . beheld the Nile, yet a narrow current,
wandering beneath them.

The prince looked round with raptare, anticipated all.
t1e pleafures of travel, and, in thought, was already
tranfported beyond his father's dominions. Imlac
chough very joyful at his efcape, had lefs expectation
of pleafure in the world, which he had before tried,
znd of which he had beca seary. .

Raffelas was fo much delighted witha wider horizor;
that he could not-foon be perfuaded to return into the
valley. He informed his fifter that the way was oper,
and that nothing now .remained but to prepare for thetr
departure, .

A T e e e et I -
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CHAP XV.

Fhe prmce and._ princefs leave the walley,. and Jee
many wonderis .

THE prince and * prinicefs had jewels fufficient to
make them rich whenever they came into a place
of commerce, -which; by Imlac’s diretion, they hid in
their clothes, and, on the night of the next full moon,
all left the valley. The princefs was followed only by 2
fingle favourite, who did not know.whither fhe was
gOIRg, .

They clambered through the cavity, and began togo
down on the other fide,. The princels and her maid
turned their eyes towards every part, and, feeing noth-
ing.to bound their profpect, confidered themfelves as
in danger of -being loft in a dreary vacuity. They

‘ ftopped .
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fiopped and trembled. ¢ Iam almoft afraid, faid the
princefs, to begin a journey of which 1 cannot perceive
an end, and to ventare into this immenfe plain whére I
may be approached on every fide by men whom I never
faw.”” ‘The prince felt nearly the fame emotions,
though he thought it more manly to conceal them.

Imlac fimiled at their terrors, and encouraged them
to proceed ; but the princefs continued irrefolute, till
fhe had been imperceptibly drawn forward too far to re-
lurn.

In the morning they found fome fhepherds in the
field, who fet milk and fruits before them, The prin-
cefs -wondered that fhe did not fee a palace ready for
her reception, and a table {pread with delicacies ; but,
being faint and hungry, (he drauk the milk and cat the
fruits, and thought them of 2 higher flavour than the
produéts of the valley,

They travelled forward by eafy journeys, being all
nnaccuftomed to toil or difficulty, and knowing, that
though they might be miffed, they could not be purfu-
sd, Inafew days they came intoa more populous
region, where Imlac was diverted with the admiration
which his companions exprefled at the diverfity of man~
nérs, ftations, and employments,

Their drefs was fuch as might not bring upon them
the fufpicion of having any thing to conceal, yet the
prince, wherever he came, expeéted to be obeyed, and
the princefs was frighted, becaule thofe that came into
her préfence did not proftrate themfelves before her,
Imlac was forced to obferve them with great vigilance,
lelt they fhould betray their rank by their unnfual be-
haviour, and detained them feveral weeks in the firfk
village, to accuftom them to the fight of common mortals,

By degrees the royal wanderers were taught to un-
derftand that they had for a time laid afide their digni-
ty, and were to expect only fuch regard as liberality
and courte{y could procure. And Imlac, having, by
many admonitions, prepared them to endure the tunmults
of a port, and the ruggednefs of the commercial race,
brought them down to the fea coaft, '

The
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The-prince and his fifter, to whom. every thing was
aew, were gratified equaily at alf’places, and therefere
remained for fome months at the port without any in.
clination to pafs forther. Imlac was content with their
fay, becaufe he did not think it fafe to expofe them,
unpractifed in the - world, to the hazards ofa foreign
COUDLTY.

At Iaft he began to fear left they fhould be difcaver-
ed, and propofed to fix a day for their departure
They had no. pretenfions to judge for themfelves, and
referred the whole fcheme to his dire¢tion. He there-
fore teok paffageina fhip to Suez; and, when the
time came, with great difficulty prevailed on the prin-
cefs to enter the veflel. They had a quick and prof-
%emus voyage, and from Suez travelled by land to

airo..

——— Sy -

CHAP. XVL.

They enter Catrs, and find every man Fappy..

AS they approached the city, which filled the
4~ X ftrangers with attonifhment, -This, faid Imlacto
the prince, is the place where travellers and marchants
aflemble from all. the corners of the earth, You will
here find men of every character, and every occupation,
Commerce is kere honourable : I will aft asa merchant,
and you fhall live as ftrangers, who- have no other end
of travel than curofity ; it will foon. be obferved that
we are rich ; our reputation will procure us accefs to all
whom we fhall defire to know ; you- will fec all the
conditions of humanity, and enable yourfelf at leifure
to make your choice of life.. _

They now entered the town, flunned by the noife,
and offended by the crowds. Inftrudtion had not yet {o -
prevailed over habit, but that they wondered to fec
themfelves pafs undiftinguifthed along the ftreet, and
met by the lowsk of the people without reverence o1

' notice: .
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motice, The princefs could not at firft bear the thought
of being levelled with the vulgar, and, for fome days,
continued in her chamber, where-fhe was {erved by her
favourite as in the palace of the valley.

Imlac, who underftood traffic, fold part of the jewsls
¢he next day, and hired a houfe, which he adorned with

fuch magnificence, that he was immediately confidcred

as a merchant of great wealth, His politenefs attracted
many acquaintance, and his generofity made him ceurted
by many dependents. His-table was crowded by men
of every nation, who all admired his knowledge and
folicited his favour, His companions, not being able
o mix in the convesfation, could make no difcovery of
their ignorance or {urprife, and wetre gradually initiated
in the world, as they gained knowledge of the language.

‘The prince had, by frequent lectures, been taughe
the uf¢ and nature of money ; but the ladies could not,
for a long time, comprehend what the merchants did
with fmall pieces of gold and filver, or why things of
{o little ufe thould be reccived as equivalent to the
neceilaries of life,

They ftudied the language two years, while Imlac
was preparing to {et before thein the various ranks and
conditions of mankind, He grew acquainted with all
who had any thing uncommon in their fortune or con-
duft. He frequented the voluptuous, and “the frugal,
the idle and the bufy, the merchants and the men” of
learning.

The prince, being now able to-converfe with fluen-
¢y, and having learncd the caution neceflary to be obfery-
ed in bis intercourfe with frangers, began to accom:a-
ny Imlac to places of refort, and to enter into all af-
femblies, that he might make his ehaice of Jife,

For fome time he thought choice needlefs, “scaufe
all appeared to him equally happy, Wherever he went

he met gafety and kindnefs, and heard the fong of joy, .

or the laugh of careleflnefs, He began to helizve that
the world overflowed with univerfal plenty, and that
nothing was withheld either from want or merit ; that
every hand (howered bberality, and every heart melted

Wit
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with benevolence ; ¢ And who then,” fays he,  will
be fuffered to be wretched

Imlac permitted the pleafing delufion, and was un-
willing to crufh the hope of inexperience, till'one day,
having fat awhile filent, © I know not, faid the prince,
what can be the reafon that I am more unhappy than
any of our friends, I fee them perpetually aug unalter-
ably chearful, but feel my own mind reftlefs and uneafy,
I am unfaticfied with thofe pleafures which I feem moft
to court : I live in the crowds of jollity, not fo much
.10 =rioy company as to fhun myfelf, and am only loud
and meiry to conceal my fadnefs.”

« Every man, faid Imlac, may, by examining his
own mind, guefs what paffes in the minds of others :
When you feel that your own gaiety is counterfeit, 1t
may juftly lead you to fufpect that of your companions
not to be fincere. Envy is commonly reciprocal. We
are long before we are convinced that happinefs is
never to be found, and each believes it poflefled by
others, to keep alive the hope of obtaining it for him-
felf. In the affembly where you pafled the laft night,
there appeared fuch {prightlinefs-of air, and volatility
of fancy, as might have fuited beings of an higher
order, formed to inhabit ferener regions inacceflible to
care or {orrow 3 yet, believe me, prince, there was not
one who did not dread the moment when {clitude
fhould deliver him to the tyranny of reflection.”

¢« This, faid the prince, may be true of others,
fince it is true of me ; yet, whatever be the general
infelicity of man, one condition is more happy than
another, and wifdom {urely directs us to take the leaft
evil, in the choice of [ife.”

 The caufes of good and eril, anfwered Imlac,
are fo various and uncertain, {o often entangled with
each other, fo diverfified by varioss relations, and fo
much fubjeét to accidents which cannot be forefeen,
that he who would fix his condition upon incenteftable
reafons of prefercace, muft live and diz enquiring and
deliberating.”

¢t But furely, faid Raffelas, the wife men, to whom
’ we
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we liften with reverence and wonder; chofe that mede
of life for themfelves which they thought moft likely
to make them happy.” _

« Very few, faid the poet, live by choice. Every
man is placed in his prefent condition by caufes which
atted without his forefight, and with which he did not
always willingly cooperate ; and theretore you will
rarely mect one who does not think the lot of his
neighbour better than his own.” _

« I am pleafed to think, faid the prince, that my
birth has given me at lealt one advantage over othzrs,
by enabling me to determine for-myfelf. 1 have here
the world before me ; I will review it at leifure :
Surely happinefs is fomewhere to be found.”

TSR > N

"CHAP XVIL

The prince affociates with young men affpirié aud gaiety,

ASSELAS rofe next day, and refolved to begin his
. experiments upon life, ¢ Youth, cried he, is the
time- of gladnefs : I will join myfelf to the young men,
whofe only bufinefs is to gratify their defires, and whofe
time is all {pent in a fucceilion of enjoyments,”

To fuch focieties he was readily admitted, but a few
days brought him back weary and difgufted. Their
mirth was without images, their laughter without mo-
tive ; their pleafures were grofs and fenfual, in which
the mind had no part their condult was at once wild
and mean : They laughed at crder and at law, but the
f;*]uwn of power cejected, and the eye of wifdom abafhed
them,

The prince foon concluded, that he fhould never he
happy in a courfe of life of which he was athamed,
ie thought it unfuitable to a reafonable being to a&t
without a plan, and to be fad or ‘chearful only by
chance, *¢ Happinefs, faid he, muit be fomething
folid and permanent, without fear and without uncer-
inty.” : - But

E
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But his young companiens had gained {o much of his
regard by their franknefs and courtefy, that he could
not leave them withoat warning and remonftrance,
« My friends, faid he, I have feriouily confidered our
manners and our profpe@s, and find that we have mif-
taken our cwn intereft, The firft years of man muft
make proyifion for the laft. He that never thinks can
never be wife, Perpetual levity muft end in ignorance ;
and intemperance, though it may fire the fpirits for an
hoer, will make life fhort or miferable.  Let us con-
fider that youth is of no long duration, and that in
matuorer age, when the enchantments of fancy fhall
ceafe, and phantoms of delight dance no more about us,
we fhall kave no comforts but the efieem of wife men, |
and the means of doing good. Let us, therefore, fop,
while to ftop is in our power s Let us live as men who
are fome time to grow old, and to whom it will be the
moft dreadful of all evils not to count their paft years
but by follies, and to be reminded of their former
luxunance of health only by the maladies which riot has
produced.”

They ftared awhile in filence one upon another, and,
at laft, drcve him away by a general chorus of continu-
ed laughter. J

The confcionfrefs that bis {fentiments were juft, and
his intentions kind, was fearcely fufficient to fupport
him againft the horrors of derifion, But, he recovered
his tranquility, and purfued his fearch.

T I T T s

CHAP XVIII
The prince finds a wife and vappy man,

AS he was one day walking in the ftreet, he faw a
{pacious building, wkich all were, by the open
doors, imvited to enter: He followed the ftream of
people, and found ita hall or {chool of declamation,

m which profeffors read leftases to theirauditory. . H cf
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