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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tue following Treatife was
firft read at the meeting of a LiTe-
RARY SocCIETY IN EXETER: and to
the bulk of their late publication
(he withes he could add, to its
value,) the Author has pretty
largely contributed. He had no
other view than to amufe its mem-
bers with a plaufible, rather than
a probable, account of the autho-
rities by which Sindbad’s narrative
might be fupported. But (as re-

a 2 ligious
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1igiou§ impoftors have converted
themfelves) on farther inveftiga-
ting his ftory, he began gradually
to adopt, as ferious truths, opi-
nions originally conceived and de-
livered in jeft. Whether, in his
conclufion from different autho-
rities, he has been guided by
_ judgément and truth, or led away
by fancied coincidences and inap-
plicable quotations, is a point
}i*hich, being unable to fettle him-
{elf, 1s fubmitted to the decifion of
his candid Readers,
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REMARKS

ON THE

« Arabian Nights’ Entertainments,Gc.

THE dete&ion of fallacious pretences
to literary credit has always been con-
fidered as highly meritorious in the Re-
public of Letters; and an endeavour to
vindicate a real claim from undeferved
contempt or unjuft cenfure 1s, I truft,
not unworthy its regard and attention.
The ¢ Arabian Nights' Entertain-
ments” was for a long time confidered
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by the generality of the world as a Ii-
terary impofition ; but at prefent, I be-
lieve, its genuinenefs is no more dif-
puted. I allude to the tranflation from
the French of Mr. Galland, which in-
cludes, as I have been affured from
gecod authority, all the ftories in the
original performance. Its real merit,
however, appears to me but little
known, and to be depreciated with as
little juftice as -its authenticity was
before queftioned. -

The Arabiansare defcribed, by writers
who have perfonally vifited them, as an
acute and fenfible people; and this per-
formance was probably compofed not
many centuries after that period when
they had added to their native ftores of
erudition thofe of ancient Greece. To
them we are chiefly indebted for the
prefervation of thofe valuable remains
of antiquity; and, {o fully eftablithed
was their literary reputation in former

days, that, when Lurope was immerfed
in
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in barbarifm, all polite learning paffed
under the defignation of fudia Arabum #,

My reafon for {uppofing thofe taleg
to be of confiderable antiquity arifes
from internal evidence, No allufion to
medern cuftoms, to modern events or
charatters, fo far as I recolleét, occurs
throughout the whole performance.
There is no mention of battles in
which fire-arms are introduced, nor of
Turopean adventurers’ vifiting the In-
dian ocean ; whofe tranfactions there,
whether mercantile or military, after the
commencement of the 16th century,
muft have attradted general attention
among the Eaftern nations. ‘The Chrif~
tian merchants, who oceafionally appear
in fome of the tales, are doubtlefs meant
for thofe of the Greek church, men of
little weight or confequence; but we
may naturzlly 1magine, that, if the ex-
ploits of a Gama or an Albuquerque

* Blackwall’s Letters on Mythology.
B2 had
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had been known to the author, they
would have {uggefted to him fome no-
velty of charatter and of incident.  Yet
we may alfo conclude, that he did not
live at a period very diftant from their
days, at leaft that he exifted pofterior
to the invafion of Hinduftan by the
Tartars; as he reprefents Schahriar, his
““ Sultan of the Indies,” the delighted
auditor of thefe tales, as a Mohamme-
dan, and the brother of a Tartarian
prince.

It muft indeed be acknowledged that,
in the opening of the firft volume, he
15 faid to be of the Saffanian race of
Perfian  kings, ¢« who extended  their
empire mnto the Indies, over all the
iflands thereunto belonging, a great way
beyond the Ganges, and as far as China.”
This family confhituted the fourth dy-
nafty of Perfian monarchs; and one of
the names attributed to the laft was
fimilar to that of our hero, Jezdegerd
Ben ScrEcsERIAR. But none of his

pre-
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predeceffors appear to have carried their
arms into India; and he himielf fell in
oppofing the votaries of Mohammed in
the 3gth year of the Hegira. The au-
thor, ignorant or regardlefs of hiftory,
confounded probably the Tartarian con-
querors, who fat likewife on the Perfian
throne, with this race of indigenous
kings. At leaft we cannot eafily fup-
pofe that the relationfhip between the
monarchs of Perfia, India, and Samar-
‘cand, which really {ubfifted in the fuc-
ceflors of Zingis, and of Tamerlare,
was accidentally anticipated by his ima-
gination,

It muft, however, be allowed that
king of the Jndies 13 a vague title ; and
in the Gth voyage it 1s aflumed by the
king of Serendib. An Arabian traveller,
in the gth century, mentions an Indian
monarch whom he ftyles ¢ Balhara ¥,

king

* The book referred to, and which I fhall
have frequent occafion to quote, is entituled,
B 3 i An
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king of the people who have their ears
bored,” as the third potentate in the
world : his title, according to Abulfeda,
was ¢‘ king of kings#*, or emperor of
the Indies.” The princes, to whom it
belonged, are faid to have poffefied it
600 years before the Portuguefe arrived
at Calecut under Gama: theyoccafionally
treated the Europeans with refpeét, but
in general fhewed a decided partiality
to the Arabians+; none of them,

“¢ Anaccount of India and China by two Mo-
hammedan Travellers in the gth century;”
tranflated from the Arabic by Renaudot, and
rendered into Englifh from that tranflation,

* This title, like that of * king of the
Indics,” conveys not always a precife idea of
their power or extent of territory to whom
it was given. It is now affumed by a petty
prince in Sumatra, with other honorary ap-
pellations much more hyperbolical and extra-
vagant., [See Mar{den’s Hiftory of Sumatra,
fecond Edition, p. 270.]

+ See Renaudot’s Remarks, p. 24.
however,
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however, affumed the title of SurTaAw,
which I underftand to be a Tartarian
word, and appropriated only to Mo-
hammedan princes. The author, in-
deed, might have been fuperior to fuch
minute diftinétions, and lhave alluded,
had he any reference at all, to one 'of
thofe princes.

However this may be, colonel Cap-
per, 1n his obfervations on the paffage
to India through Egypt and acrofs the
great Defert, fays, that * hefore any
perfon decides on the merit of thefc
books, he fhould be eye-witnefs of the
effe¢t they produce on thofe who beft
underftand them. I have more than
once feen the Arabians on the Defert
fiting round a fire, liftening to thefe
ftories with fuch attention and pleafure
as totally to forget the fatigue and hard-
thip with which an inftant before they
were enfirely overcome.” He tells us
likewife, *¢ that they are univerfally read
and admired throughout Afia by all

B 4 ranks
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ranks of men both old and young.” As
we have every reafon to give ample
credit to this account, we muft be
convinced that thefe tales poflels merit
of fome kind or other, however it may
have eluded our notice. The minds of
European readers are commonly af-
fected 1n a very different manner from
thofe of the Arabian auditors. The
fedate and philofophical turn from them
with contempt: the gay and volatile
laugh at their feeming abfurdities: thofe
of an elegant and correét tafte are
difgufted with their grotefque figures
and fasitaftic imagery ; and, however
we may be occafionally amufed by their
wild and diverfified incidents, they are
feldom thoroughly relithed but by chil-
dren, or by men whofe imagination is
complimented at the expence of their
judgement.

How are we to reconcile thofe cir-
cumftances? Does human nature vary
1n different parts of the globe? or are

we
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we to confider the Arabians, notwith-
franding what we have heard of them,
as children in intelleét, and ourfelves
arrived at the maturity of knowledge ?
Thefe queftions, I prefume, may be
eafily anfivered, without detracting from
the credit of either country; without
impugning the literary merit of the
Arabians, or our own ftafte and judge-
ment.
« Inthe firft place we are to obferve,
that the tranflation of this performance
1s both 1inelegant and defective; and
no literary compofiticn, under fuch dif-
advantages, «can be reafonably expeéted
to make a very favourable impreflion
on the minds of people differing in cuf-
toms, manners, language, and religion.
What a wretched appearance would the
fathers of claffic poetry exhibit, if they
were rendered into vulgar profe, and
their moft ornamental paffages fup-
prefled ! Yet fuch is the cafe with re-
fpect to this performance. I have been
- told,
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told, by gentlemen converf{ant in oriental
literature, that it abounds with poetical
paflages and moral refleGtions; but of
thefe fcarcely a veftige remains, We
are of courfe as much unacquainted
with the merits of the original as we
thould be in refpect to the former
beauty of a human body from contem-
plating 1its fkeleton. An anatomift in-
deed may derive from #)at fome idea
of its priftine fymmetry and proportion :
and, from the tranflation I refer to, we
perceive the firudture of the orfiginal
ftory, and the different incidents, its
connecting bones and finews, But, as
from the anatomy we can form no
judgement of the complexion, of the
features, and graces thar embellifhed,
or of the vefture that decorated, the hu-
man frame; {o neither from the inci-
dents alone can we entertain any proper
conception of thofe flights of poetry,

or elegances of diction, which adorned
| the
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the oriental compofition, and rendered
it an obje¢t of national admiration.

The incredibility of its ftories is a
principal caufe of its being held in con-
tempt more particularly by the grave
and learned : and, indeed, the world in
general 1s inclined to hinagine, that the
author has made an unhimited ufe of the
poetical privilege of quidhbet audendi ;
and that his incidents flow from ro
other fource than Lucians ¢ True
Story,” or ¢ the Adventures of Baron
Monkhaufen.” But 1 this it is greatly
miftaken. 'The fame kind of credibiiizy
is preferved in thele tales, as the Greeks
attached to the [peciofa miracula of their
poets; and ourfelves to the vulgar f{u-
perftitions of our own country. To
fuch delufions as are derived from hoary
antiquity, and are fanCtioned by po-
pular belief, the fancy eafily affents,
and we willingly fufpend the operations
of feverer reafon,

In-
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Influenced by this principle, the
Greeks liftened with pleafure to the
imaginary adventures of their olympic
deities : and, actuated by the fame mo-
tive, we attend with equal delight to
the incantations of the witches in Mac-
beth, and to Puck’s whimfical frolics
i the ¢ Midfummer Night's Dream.”
Let us be cautious therefore of con-
demning the Arabs for a ridiculous at-
tachment to the MARVELLOUS, fince
we ourfelves are no lefs affected by it.
They had a fyftem of popular mythology
equally interefting to them as ours is to
us ; more o probably as being more
generally credited. The characers alfo
- of their ideal ‘beings are as {crupuloufly
preferved and difcriminated, as of thofe
who people the fairy regions of Englith
poetry.

What indeed are the GeExit* of
the Arabs, the Peris of the Perfians,

% Or rather Ginn, The country inhabited
by them is called GINNIsTAN, and correfponds
to our Fairy Land, Wartony on the Faery Dueen.

but
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but the elfs and fairles of England?
When thofe Genii are defcribed as of a
more tremendous nature, rebellious to
Alla and his prophet Soliman, they are
then probably the fame as the Titans
in Grecian mythology and the Dives
(or Dioos) in that of Perfia; between
whom and the Peris, as between the
good and evil Genii of the Arabians,
and the Scors and Afloors of India, per-
petual war s fuppofed to exift.

The fimilitude in thefe tales is worthy
notice. The former were thought to be
cood and benevolent beings; the others,
inimical to mankind, of gigantic ftature,
and poflefled of fupernatural powers.
A fublime paffage, giving an account
of the conflict between them, tranflated
from a facred poem of the Hindoos,
written upwards of 4oo years ago, 1s
to be found in the Buacvar-Grera,
rendered into Englith, from the original
Sanfkreet, by Mr. Wilkins. It refem-
bles feveral paffages 'in Hefiod’s Theo-

gonia,



( 124 )

gonia, and more firikingly the battle
of angels in Milton. ¢ Mountains with
all their woods # are hurled to’ and fro’,
and earth with all its fields and foreits
is driven from its foundation+” The
leader of the Affoors is ftyled Scoren
under him, at a certain period, they op-
prefled the Daivers }, an inferior {pecies
of
® From their foundation loos’ping to’ and fro’,
‘They pluck’d the feated hills with all their
' load,
Rocks, waters, woods.
~—— had earth been then, all earth
Had to her centre fhook, ~ P.L. B. VI,
+ P. 146, |
I The reader is referred to Mr. Kinderfley’s
¢ Specimens of Hindoo Literature:” from
which we may be induced to fufpe&, that the
Daivers were the progenitors of the Fairies
and inoffenfive Genii, both in oriental znd
northern mythology, In a Perfian romance
we find the Peri Merjan fet at liberty, after
having fuffered a long imprifonment by a Dive
¢alled Demrufh; [Vide Richardfon’s Differ-
tations
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of Gods or Genii, and confined their
king in chains beneath a mountain till
Vithnoo in perfon releafed him, and

tations on the Eaftern Nations;] a circum-
ftance that is confonant to the fables in the
text. From her we may fairly derive Ariofto’s
La Fata Morgana, whofe cxiftence is fhill un-
queftioned by the vulgar in fome parts of
Italy. “To the exertion of her fupernatural
powers they even now attribute a peculiar ap-
pearance, which the fky occafionally exhibits
during the heat of fummer over the ftrait be-
tween Calabria and Sicily, Palaces, groves,
and gardens, appear in beautiful order and
rapid fucceffion. It is mentioned by Mr,
Brydone, and accounted for by Mr. Swinburn
i a fatisfaGory manner in the firlt valume of
his travels into Sicily. From her likewife we
may de:ive our Morgan de Faye ; the patronefs
of Arthur in romaniic lore, and his condudtrefs
to the land of Faery, She was probably im-
perted into REurope from the Laft at a very
early period, with other beings of the fame
unfubftantial nature, who now pcople the ideal
regions of northern mythology,

overs
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overthrew thofe rebellious fpirits. The
imprifonment of Mars in a dungeon
by Otus and Ephialtes 1s nearly a coun-
terpart of this ftory. The confinement
of Dre1arn, fiyled by the tranflator
“the Arabian Antichrift,” fhall be
hereafter noticed. Thefe coincidences
in fabulous theology would afford in-
terefting objes of inveftigation to thofe
who are converfant in oriental litera-
ture. But it 1s time to drop a fubjeét
to the difcuffion of which I find myfelf
unequal. .
In exhibiting the merits of this work,
I ought not to omit that 1t is generally
allowed to delineate juftly the manners
of the Eaftern nations: and even its
amraculous circumflances, as was before
remarked, are not always to be con-
demned as abfurd and ridiculous be-
caufe bold and fanciful. They are fre-
quently to be traced to a claffic origin,
or to other fources, which on a curfory
view would be little fufpeted. The
author
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author is not always erring in bis extra-
vagance. 'The enquiry truck me as
fomewhat curious, and forms the fubject
of the following eflay. But as the ex-
amination at large would have proved
an endlefs labour, I have confined my-
felf to a fingle ftory, ¢ the Voyages of
Sindbad,” which may not be unjuftly
denominated

The ArABiAN OpYssEY.

It {eems indeed, ¢ if fmall things may
be compared with great,” to bear the
fame refemblance to that performance,
as an oriental mofch does to a Grecian
temple. The conftituent parts of the
firft may be {eparately confidered as to
their effect and beauty: each forms a
little whole by itfelf. A court neatly
paved with marble, yet feemingly un-
connected with the building, richly-
fculptured galleries irregularly placed,

C and
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and various minarets gilt and’ornament
ed, rifing In gay confufion, alternately
engage and diftract the attention, But
in the Grecian temple all the parts har-
monife together, and compofe one fim-
ple and magnificent wroLe. The fame
kind of Saracenic mafonry, more fa~
thionable in Spenfer’s days than in
ours, 1s difcoverable in his Faery Queen.
It conftitutes a different order of poetic
archite¢ture from that of the claffical
Epic; and its inferiority muft be al-
lowed, though it poffefles fome peculiar
and appropriate beautles.

VOYAGE L

Sindbad informs his auditors, that,
being defirous to improve the fortune
bequeathed to him by his father, he

converted his property into money,
quitted
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quitted Bagdad, and embarked at Bal-
fora, a port in the Perfian gulf, to trade
at the ifles of Vak-Vak or Japan; fo
called, as the tranflator fuppofes, from
a tree which bears a fruit of that name,

The thip in 1ts voyage thither touches
at different ifles ¥, and 1s {fuddenly be-

% The Arabians were ignorant of the ufe
of the compafs in nautical affairs, till they
Jad been inftru&ted by Europeans. Renaudot,
in his enquiry into their firft intercourfe with
China, remarks, that ¢ they were merely coaft-
ers, and never ventured to Jeave the knd but
for fome fhore at no great diftance, In their
rout to China, they failed from the Perfian
culf, thence ranged along the fhore to the
point of Malabar, and having doubled it, whe-
ther they ftood over for the ifles of Andaman,
or made for {ome other port in the gulf of
Bengal, they never ftirred from the land, were
Jlicitous about iflands and anchoring grounds
which our people now avoid as much as pof-
ble” The condu& of Sindbad's fellow-tra-

vellers will be always found confonant to thefe
obfervations,

C 2 calmed
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calmed near a fmall one whofe furface
was almoft “¢ level with the water, and
refembled a green meadow.” 'The cap-
tain orders the fails to be furled, and
permits feveral of his crew, among
whom Sindbad was one, to land on
the coaft, that they might drefs fome
provifions, and refrefh themfelves after
the fatigues of their voyage.

Their intentions are executed in the
manner propofed: but in the midft of
their banquet the iland fuddenly fhakes
in a terrible manner ; and thofe on fthip-
board exhort them to re-embark im-
mediately ; affuring them, at the fame
time, that they had miftaken the back
of an enormous whale for an ifland.
They haftily obey the fummons, and all
of them, Sindbad excepted, are taken
on-hoard. Not being fo expeditious as
his companions, he is left, whilft the
monfter finks beneath him, ftruggling
with the billows. He fupports himfelf

on a log of wood, which had been taken
from
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from the fhip with many others to make
a fire ; and the fervor of which, we may
conclude, by affe¢ting the whale with
fome difagreeable fenfatnrs, had dif-
turbed the placidity of hi repofe. A
favourable gale rifes on a fudden, and
the thip purlues its courfe : while Sind-
bad, after having been tofled a day and
night by the waves, 1s thrown on a
wild and uncultivated 1fland.

In mitigation of the firft fi¢titious oc-
currence, 1t may be noticed, and I {peak
from the anthority of a gentlemau who
has often navigated the Indian ocedn,
that moft of the LAackAprvr, which
ftud the fea near Cape Comorin in *
prodigious numbers, exaétly refemble
in appearance the fuppofed ifland of
Sindbad ; and as by them he muft have
fhaped his courfe to Japan, how can we

* From this circumftance the name may have
been derived; as iLack fignifies a hundred thou-
fand, and diwe an ifland,

Cj entertain
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entertain 2 doubt but that his com-
panions miftook the whale for one of
them? In regard to its magnitude, our
author 1s fufficiently countenanced by
Pliny *, and by Canius Julius Solinus <
who after him afferts, that ¢ Indica
maria balenas babent ulira [patia quatuor
gugerum .7 If we except againft the
incident we involve our great Englith
poet in the fame cenfure. Copying a
fimilar tradition, he mentions the Levia-
than as ¢¢ that fea-beaft,”

N God of all his works
Created hugeft that fwim the ocean flood,

# Nat. Hift, L. 1X, c. 5.

+ Solinus was a Reman, and contemptuonily
flyled by fome writers PLuii fimia. He is com-
monly, indeed, merely the echo of thofe fittions
which the other retailed,

* 1 C. 55, See likewife Bochart's Hicrozoicon,
vol, I. I, go. Frankfurt Ed,

Hin
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Him kaply fumberiag on the Norway foam,
The pilot of fome {mall night-foundered fkiff,
Deeming fome ifland, oft, as feamen tell,
With fised anchor in his fealy rind,
Moors by his fide” P.L. B. 1L

Milton in thefe lines, by a fingular
kind of coincidence, points out fome of
the moft ftriking circumftances in the
Arabian fabulift. If the fiétion requires
any farther apology, the reader is re-
ferred to the Bifhop of Pontoppidon’s
Kracey, of which Sindbad’s whale
may be confidered as a diminutive {pe-
cies; or to thole mentioned by Olaus
Magnus #: they are of a {mallcr fize,
and agree with the whales of Pliny and
Solinus. Thofe that occur in the wri-
tings of the Arabian profeflors of the-
ology and the Jewith Rabbi, of which
Bochart gives fome account, are of
much more extravagant dimenfions: and
the learned philologift obferves, that

* L. XXL c. g, 10,
C 4 ¢ Hebrei
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¢ Hebrei ape mendaces in hoc argusiento
petiffinum mentiuntur liberaliffimé %"

For {fome days our adventurer f{up-
ports hunfelf, like the knights-errant of
old in a wildernefs, on the herbs of the
field, and water from the fountain, At
length, in the courfe of his peregrina-
tions, he 1s not a little furprifed at ob-
ferving a mare tied to a ftake; and,
whilft he is contemplating this unac-
countable phanomenon, he hears with
no lefs aftonifhment the voices of men
under ground. He is foon relieved from
his terror by their appearance at the
mouth of a cave. They inform him
that they were grooms belonging to a
King Minrace; and that it was their
cuftom to efcort thither anpually {fome
of his mares, who regularly, at peculiar
times, received the attentions of a horfe
which came to them from the fea: that
after this intercourfe he would infallibly

* Hicrozoicon, L. L. ¢, %

devour
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devour the late obje of his affe&ions,
if they themfelves did not fuddenly ap-
pear, and compel him, by loud thouts,
to retire and take refuge in the ocean ;
and that the off-fpring of thele amours
were preferved for the king's ufe, and
denominated sgA-morsEs, The inter-
view takes place according to the
groom’s rcprefentation; and, after the
conclufion of the ceremony, Sindbad
forfakes s melancholy abode, and em-
barks with them for the territorics of
King Mihrage.

To this extravagant fable I can only
find fome flight refemblance in the po-
etical records of Greece. The horfes
of Neptune, whofe wonderful celerily
1s noticed 1n the opening of the 13th
Iliad, might have fuggeited the idea;
or the amours of Boreas with the mares
of Lricthonius, who, as Mr. Pope
fwectly fings,

(e e Eh=
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“ enamoured * of the fjrightly train,

Cencealed his godhead in a lowing mane :

With voice diffembled to his luves he neighed,

And courfed the dappled beauties o’er the
mead.” Ii. KX, 204.

From fuch kind of fupernatural con-
neétions a breed of peculiar {wiftnefs
might, without doubt, be reafonably
expected.

Poffibly the paffage 15 allegorical ; and
merely fignifies that Mihrage, a prudent
prince, was in the habit of fending his
mares annually to another country, be-
yond fea, to improve the breed of horfes
in his own. If we would throw up the
reins to our fancy a little, we may af-

* On this paffage the commentator gravely
obferves, that ¢ Homer has the lhappinefs of
making the leatt circumftance confiderable,” But
Homer falls infinitely (hort of his flowery tranf-
lator, to whem the images in the two laft lines
entirely beiong,

certain
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certain in idea the identical {pot, Welf #,
in Dis account of Ceylon, fays, that
there are three iflands 1n its neighbour-
hood, called F’has de Cavalos, from the
wild horfes with which they abounded ;
that the Dutch merchants, at particular
times, fent their mares thither for the fake
of breeding from them, and commonly
fold the foals at a confiderable price,
This, we may fairly fuppofe, was an an-
cient cuftom which they adopted ; and
it will hereafter appear that the breed of
native horfes in the territories of Mih-
rage required improvement.

Sindbad is now introduced to this
monarch, who commiferates his muf-
fortunes, and treats him with kindnefs
and hofpitality.  His capital 15 faid to
be fituated nesr a fine harbour, where
ihips daily arrived from all quarters of
the world ; his territories are reprefented
as very extenfive; and his fubjeéts as
mtelligent and civilized.

# Eng. Tranf p, 168.
6 Here,
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Here, by one of thole accidents which
occur fo frequently in romance, and fo
rarely in real life, Sindbad mcets the
captain of the veflel who left him float-
ing on the ocean, and wherein he fup-
pofed him to have perithed. Having
completed his voyage to the original
place of deftination, he was now on his
return to Balfora. With fome difficulty
Sindbad makes himfelf known to him,
and finds that he had very honeftly
taken care of the property he left on
fhipboard, and had improved it greatly;
intendihg, on his return, to reftore to
Sindbad’s relations the capital and its
accumulated profits.

Our traveller prefents fome curious
articles, the produét of the voyage, to
Mihrage, and receives others of greater
value from that monarch. He trafficks
with the people of the country, and
carries away with him ¢ wood of aloes,
fanders, camphire, nutmegs, cloves,
pepper, and ginger.” He at laft arrives

at
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at Balfora, and thence proceeds to his
native City.

In this part of the narrative there ap-
pears nothing fabulous. In the ¢ ac-
count of India and China by two Mo-
hammedan travellers in the gth century”
we find a defeription of the ifland of
Zapage, which agrees in many refpects
with this in Sindbad’s ftory.

““ It 1s oppofite to China *, and a
month’s fail diffant therefrom by fea,
or lefs if the wind be fair. The king of
this country is called MenracE, and
they fay that it 15 goo leagues in cir-
cumference, ard that this king 15 mafter
of many lands which lic round about.
SERBOZA 100 leagucs in <ircuit, Ran-
rt oo, produétive of red-wood and
camplire, Carna+in the mid paffage

between

% T by

t Renaudot fuppofes Cala from this paflage
to be the capital of fome country near the point
of Malabur,  Peninfulas and iflands, he ob-
{e ves, were Lrown to the Arabans by one

common
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between China and Arabia, 8o leagues
in circumference, whither merchants
conftantly brought wood-aloes of feveral
forts, camphire, fandal wood, ivory,
" the lead called Cabahi, ebony, red-
wood, and every kind of {pice.” Here
we find all Sindbad’s commodities. The
traveller adds, that ¢ the palace of king
MenrAGE is fill to be feen on a river
as broad as the Tigris at Bagdad or at
Balfora ¢ the fea intercepts the courfe of
its waters, and fends it back again with

common name: and, if the circumference of
Cala was not mentioned, we might fuppofe
Calecut to be the place intended, It was
for many centuries the great emporium of the
Indies, the ufual refidence of ¢ the kings of the
Indies,” and much frequented by the Arabian
merchants at the time the Portugefe, under
Gama, arrived there. But I rather fufpeét that
this traveller alludes to an ifland which is called
Ketz in the fourth voyage of Sindbad, Its fitu-
ation and produéts will be found to agree with
what is meniioned in the text,

the
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the tide of the flood, and during the
tide of ebb it ftreams out {refh water a
good way into the fea.”

The Arabians in their moft profperous
ftate were very inaccurate geographers ;
and, after making fome allowances for
that circumftance, this defcription will
be found in {everal inftances extremely
applicable toBorxEeo. Rawmarr,its neighs
bouring ifland, 15 cnc of the various Ara-
bic names for Sumatra. Lameri * is an-
other: and Sir William Jones appre-
hends, that ¢¢ the ifland, known to the
Arabians by the name of Sonorma ¥,
or MExsrAGE, was Borneo. The latter,
we may concluds, was appropriated to
it as an honorary memorial of its greas
monarch, which the word literally im-
plies. Mandeville, who is not always

* Bee Renaudot’s Remarks on the Moham-
medan Travellers of the gth Century, and
Marfden’s Acconnt of Sumatra.

t Ste Jones’s Defeription of Afia, c. 3,

10
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tc be difcredited, places ““a gret yle
clept Sumozor, the kyng whereof was
righte myghty,” between LAMARAY
and Java; this we may likewife fairly
underftand to be Borneo. Its fize,
though the largeft ifland in the Indian
ocean, and that of its river, 15, without
doubt, greatly magnified; yet it is fome-
what remarkable that ¢ its prefent *
principal city 1s fituated near a great
falt-water lake, and built on {mall ifles
like Venice ; on the Faft fide is a fafe
deep harbour at the mouth of @ great
river, capable of the greateft thips.”
The hofpitality, power, and magni-
ficence of the king of Borneo, Raia
Siripada, is mentioned by Pigafetta-f-,
Magellan’s fellow traveller, and the firft

* I quote from Brice's Ditionary, the accu-
racy of whofz information is generally allowed
to atone for his defe@ive ftyle. His account
agrees with what is faid of Borneo in Purchas’s
Pilgrimes and Harris’s Collection,

+ Purchas’s Pilg, v, I, b, 2,

literary
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literaty circumnavigator. He reigned,
it is faid, over many other kings, iflands,
and cities, and that which was his place
of refidence contained 25,000 houfes
Maximilian of Tranfylvania, who gives
an account of the fame voyage, enlarges
on thefe circumftances ; but adds, ¢ equi
perexigui & exiles funt.” We are not
to wonder, therefore, that the monarch
in the text was {o defirous of improving
the diminutive race.

It muft be needlefs to obferve, that the
Mehrage, mentioned by S.ndbad’s coun~
trymen, is not the fame monarch here
introduced, but one of much greater
antiquity, He, however, is alluded to
in the 6th voyage, as being no lefs cele-
brated for wifdom and power among
the Indians, than Solomon was among
the Arabians; and an anecdote #, re-
corded by one of the ¢ Mohammedan
travellers” relative to his victory over a

* Page 63,
D king
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king of Komar*, proves that his re-
putation was not undefervedly acquired.
The prefent MEnRAGE, often an here-
ditary title among the Indian princes,
and Pigafetta’s Raia Siripada, may fairly
be reckoned as his fucceflors at leaft, if
not his defcendants.

“ There belongs, it is faid, to this
king an ifland named Cassern. They
affured me that every night a #oife of
drums was heard there, whence the ma-
riners fancied that it was the refidence
of Drerar., 1 had an inclination to
fee this wonderful place, and in my
way thither faw fifhes of 100 and 209
cubits long, that occafion more fear than
hurt; for-they are fo fearful, that they

© Probably a territory that derived its name
from Cape Comarin. Ptolemy.calls it Kupv angoy,
but places at no great diftance to the North-eaft
"Kopapiz oxpor s Morsge  Comayia, promontorium, &
civitas, (Geog, L, VIL) This was its original
title according to Maffeus, € Promontorinm
Cori quod Comorini caput swde wocant.”

(Hi&. Ind. L. L p. 16.)
4 will
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Wil fly upon the rattling of two fiicks
or boards. I faw, likewife, other fithes
about a cubift in length, which had keads
like owls.”

Degial 1s well known in Moham-
medan theology. A wild, but intereft-
g ftory concerning this Demon of
evil occurs in the Perfian Tales#, which
i5 likewife a genuine oriental compofi-
tion. He is the {uppofed chief of the
Geni 1n rebellion againft Alla, and ex-
pected, previous to the conclufion of
the world, to burft the chains by which
he 15 now confined, and to bring “all
parts of it in fubjection to himfelf,
Mecca, Medina, Tarfus, and Jerufa
lem, excepted. A fimilar idea fcems to
have prevailed among the moft cele-
brated ancient nations, Degial ap-
pears to be the fame as the Arimanius
of the Perfians, the Typhon of Fgypt,
and Lok of Scandinavia, He likewile

* Day 200,

D s Was
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was expected, by the votaries of Odin,
at fome future period, to burft his fetters,
to contend with other malignant fpirits
againft the celeftial deities, and to {pread
ruin and devaftation through the uni-
verfe. They probably derived the idea
from their forefathers the Gete; who,
according to Herodotus*, when it
thundered and lightened, fhot their ar-
rows at the clouds, on the fuppofition
that their gods were at fuch times en- .
gaged with hoftile deities. In a fimilar
manner the Goths, in much Iater
days, exprefled their zeal to oppofe the
attempts of Lok and his rebellious affo-
ciates: for that purpofe their arms, and
fometimes their horfes likewife, were
buried with them.

The Chinefe found their trumpets,
drums, and cymbals, the Hindoos
crowd the banks of the Ganges, ftruck

& Melpom, ‘
4 Ol Mag, L. iii, ¢ 8,
with
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with religious # terror at an ecliple;
and the fame caufe, we may conclude,
gave Dbirth to their fears and their
devotion, — the prevailing idea that
there were two fpecies of Deities; one
the agents of prefervation, the other
of deftruion: and, where the bold
Getee and hardy Scandinavians ex-
prefled their anxious ardour to affift
the former in the fhock of arms, the
more timid Afiatics were in hopes to

# 1 have, indeed, been informed by a
gentleman who has frequently witneffed this
act of devotion, that he apprehends it is ra-
ther continued from hercditary fuperftition
than real terrors  The Bramins are fo " well
verfed in aftronomical calculations; the fun
and moon, from age to age, have {o inva-
riably efcaped the dragon’s clutches ; that their
danger excites no great degree of apprehenfion
in the moft vulgar minds, The continuance
of the ceremony, however, fufficiently proves
the wonderful force of the original impreffion,

D 3 aid
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aid them by fupplications and fuper-

titious ceremonies.

How are we to account for thofe wars
of the Giants and the Gods, of the
Soors and Affoors, of the good and
evil Genii ? are they derived from fome
imperfeét tradition of Satan and his re-
bellious angels ? or, are we to confider
them as figurative reprefentations of real
events, as mutilated accounts of the
early ftruggles for dominion over the
infant world among the more immediate
defcendants of Nozh? or, may we,
laftly, fuppofe that the idea was fug-
gefted from that difficulty, which muft
have ftruck the contemplative mind,
in attempting to account for the intros
duction of evil ¢

The roaring of the waves amidft the
-hollow rocks of CAsser might, not im-
probably, have refembled the found of
drums ; and they were an carly appen-

dange to royalty among the eaftern na-
tions,
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tions. Strabo fays, that, when the In-
dian kings hunted, drums led the pro-
ceffion: Hpmgyavmt TUAT VGOl wat K000z »
wiopa ¥, Ie fuppoles, that they were
introduced into Greece by the compa-
nions of Bacchus; and, I believe, it is
now generally imagined that the Bac-
chus , or Dionylos of the Greeks, is

no

* Gceog. L. xv.

+ This opinion, and the derivation of the
Grecian deities from India, have of late been
ably fupported: and the following quotation
from a refpe@able traveller in the beginning of
the 14th century, when we fearcely entertained
any idea of thefe circumitinces, and which
was confequently not written to fupport any hy-
pothefis, will ftrengthen the fuppofition,
““Casta (2 town near Mufilapatan) is infa-
mous for idolatry, The Mofques thew art in
the {culpture, but are hateful in their impious
devotion, their pagods bearing fome refem-
blance with the images of Priapus and Pan,
which Servius defcribes with great eyes, a flat

D4 nofe,
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no other than the Indian Rama. Drums
are ftll the accompaniments of regal
pomp in Hinduftan and China: and the
Arabians will permit none but {ove-
reigns, or their deputies, to poflefs the
No-but, which is carried with their
camps, and the beating of which regu-
Jates their time. We learn alfo, from
All Yezdi's account of the inauguration

nofe, wide mouth, four great horns, a long
beard, claws for hands, and crook-legged, all
over deformed. The feafts of Bacchus are
ftill here celebrated, for they cover themfelves
with fkins, adorn their heads and trefifes with
ivy ; in one hand holding a javelin, and in the
other cymbals of brafs, and timubrels, attended
by many boys and girls, which ramble like fa
mzny diftraéted people .up and down, and firi-
ving to rend che air with their contizued cla-
mours,” [Herris’s Colledt, Vol. 1. 160, 1ft
Ed.] DMir, Welford derives the name of Bac-
chus fram BraGavar, the preferving power,
[Af, Refearches, Vol, III. 352.] Bochart
from Bar«cuys, the fon of Chus, /. e. Nimred,

of



( 41 )

of Tamerlane, A. D. 1369, that, among
other ceremonics, ““a holy man # put
into his hands a drum and ftandard as
the infignia of imperial authority.”
With this inftrument fome ideas of
royalty and religion muft naturally have
been affociated 1n the minds of an
Afatic; and a found echoing from a
wild and defolate fhore, fimilar to that
winich 1t uifuzlly  produces, would of
courfe excite fome degree of reverential
awe. Superfiition 1uight eafily be led
to imagine 1t 1 Ll of honorary dif-
tinction atteruing fomemalevolent deity,
or powerful deemon @ and the Arabians,
when they began to navigate thofe feas,
would as naturally ccuclude that demon
to be Degial.  Barthclomew Leonardo
de Argenfol, a learned divine, em-
ployed by the prefident and council of
the indies to write a hiftory of the dif-
covery and conqueit of the Moluccas,

*® Richardfon’s Difl.
oblerves,
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obferves, that near Banda is ¢ 5 defert
and uninhabited ifland, called Poelfet-
ton, infamous for ftronger reafons than
the Acroceraunian rocks. There are
cries, whiftles, and roarings, in it at
all times, and dreadful apparitions are -
feen, &c.; and long experience has
fhewn that it is inhabited by Devils ».”
May it not be reafonably fufpected,
that this is the fame ifland as Caffe] :
and that the Spanifh writer, like the
Arabian, appropriated to the fuperfi-
tion of his own country a traditional
report of India ?

A circumftance, of the fame .nature
probably with that in the text, occurs
1n claffic hiftory. The furges that burft
around the rocks of Scylla, |

= ¢ multis circum Jasrantitus undis,”

conveyed to the Greek mariners an ides
of the barking of dogs. 'They, ac-

* See Steven’s Colle®, of Voyages, Vol, T,
p. 168,
cording
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cording to cuftom, called them into
mythological exiftence, and perfonified
the rock itfelf.

In regard to Sindbad’s monfters of
the deep, we may find in Pliny #, and
in Solinus after him, that the eels of
the Ganges are not inferior to his
prodigious fifhes. ¢ Anguillas < ad
triccnos pedes longas educat Ganges.”
The Ganges, however, produces none
~of this kind at prefent; but fea ferpents,
of an extraordinary fize, are often feen
in great numbers on the Malabar coaft;
near which Sindbad muft Lave pafled in
his way homeward.

A method, no lefs cafy than that hy
which he had put thofe fithes to flight,
was adopted by Nearchus: who, when
his failors were ftruck with confterna-
tion at the appearance of a formidable

* Nat, Hift. L. ix. c. 3.

T C. lv. Sce aifo Ahan’s Nat, Hift, L. xvii.
c. II

thoal
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fhoal of whales in the Perfian gulf#,
7eus cohmryty ok,

Should the hearing of fifbes be ftill a
matter of controverfy, the concurrent
teftimony of thofe voyagers, who na-
vigated the fame feas, will fettle the
debate at once. To them we may
add the authority of Munfter, who
tells us in his ¢ Cofmography,” that
the great whales near Iceland are often
prevented from overturning veflels by
the found of drums and trumpets,
which effe@ually frightens them.
Thofe who may be ftill {ceptical as to
this point, and interefted in its arbi-
tration, are referred to an article in the
Philofophical Tranfactions 4+ of the
Royal Society, by Mr. John Hunter ;
and to the ¢¢ ftructure and phyfiology of
fithes” explained by Dr. Monro. 'They
will find thofe treatifes fatisfactory and

# Strabo’s Geog. L, xv.

+ Vol. LXXII. Part I,
| convincing
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convincing on the affirmative fide of

the queftion.

The owl-faced natives of the deep
are countenanced by father Martini *,
who mentions an animal in the fea of
Canton, ¢ which had the head of a

bird 4 and the tail of a fith.”

% Martini was a jefuit, born at Trent, and
lived many years in China in the beginning of
the 1yth century. .

+ A filh, called the parrot-beak, is de-
fcribed by Willoughby, (Appendix, p. 24);
and an engraving of it given, Tab. x. fig g,
We find likewite a coloured print of it in
Catefby’s Natural Hiftory of Carolina, The
refemblance to the bird, however, is much
more confpicuous in its colours than the forma«
tion of its head,

VOYAGE
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VOYAGE 1L

Sindbad, after having traded for
fome time advantageoufly from ifland
to ifland, lands; with many of his com-
panions, upon one which abounded
with fruit-trees, limpid ftreams, and
flowery meadows. He takes with him
fome wine and provifions, makes a
cheerful meal on the banks of a river
beneath the fhade of two lofty trees,
dnd afterwards finks into a deep repofe.
On awaking he finds that his compa-
nions had forfaken him, and perceives
the diftant veflel almoft loft on the
verge of the horizon. He feels, for
a while, the fevereft pangs of agony
and defpair, but afterwards fubmiffively
refigns himfelf to the fupreme will,

- He
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He climbs a mountain, and beholds oft
one fide nothing but fkies and feas.
On the other fomething white attracts
his notice, and, on approaching to exa-
mine it, he perceives it to be a huge
round bowl, about 50 paces in circum-
ference, with a {mooth and polithed
furface.

The fun was now ready to {et, and
the tky fuddenly grew dark, as if co-
vered witn a thick cloud. His furprize
and terror arc not diminifhed on per-
cetving that 1t was caufed by the thadow
of a ftupendous bird direting her
flight towards him. He apprehends,
and juftly, that this was the winged
monfter, of which he had heard failors
wlk, called the roc, and that the
““ huge white bowl” was its cgg. The
bird defcends, and fits on it in the aét
of incubation.  Sindbad, who had crept
clofe to the egg, being bleffed with an,
admirable prefence of mind, faftens
himf{elf to one of the bird’s legs with

the
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the linen cloth which was wrapped
round his turban. In the motning,
agreeably to his hopes, the Roc takes
her flight; and, foaring above the
clouds, urges her courfe with fuch ra-
pidity, as almoft deprives him of his
fenfes. She, atlength, defcends on the
earth: he unties the knots with which
he had faftened himfelf to her leg; and
the bird, foon afterwards, picks up a
monitrous ferpent and flies away with
it.

If any one choofes to look into Bos
chart’s Hierozorcoxn ¥, he may find
a more extravagant account of this bird,
extracted from Arabian authors, than
what is here given by Sindhad. Marco
Paulo de Veneto, a celebrated tras

veller

* Vol. IL. p. 84.

+ Marco Paulo refided 17 years in the court of
the Khan of Tartary, and was the firft European
who gave any account of China to be depended

upon.
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veller in the 13th century, has a whole
chapter ¢‘ de maximid ave Rucm*.”
He there fays, that this bird was occa=
fionally found in iflands difheult of ac-
cefs, which lie towards the South of
Madagafcar; that fome people who had
feen 1t affirmed, that the wing feathers
were twelve paces in length, and all
the other parts correlpondent to them.
Thefe birds, he adds, would fometimes
{feize and fly away with an elephant,
on whofe fleth they ufually fed; and

upon, What he fpeaks from his own know-
ledge has been generally confirmed by fubfe-
quent voyagers, His fabulous narratives ave
of a fimilar kind to thofe mentioned by Mande-
ville, Vertomannus, and other ancient tra-
vellers, into the Eaft, Sindbad includ.d, as a
farther examination of his voyages will plinly
{hew.

# L. iil, ¢, 40. Noevus Orbis.  See alfo
Ramufio’s colledtion of voyages, printed at
Venice, A, D, 1633, tom, ii. p. 58,

| that
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that he acquired his information from an
officer of the great Khan, who had been
confined many years in one of thofe
iflands.

Though this account of the officer
was highly exaggerated, it was probably
built on fome foundation in truth.
Pigafetta mentions, that he had heard
there were fowls of fuch ftrength and
magnitude near the gulf of China, as to
be capable of carrying large animals #
through the air: and that a bird, of ftu-
pendous fize, exifts in the fouthern parts
of the Indian ocean, appears from the
tefimony of an Englith navigator,
whofe veracity i1s as unqueftioned as his
profeffional abilities. It is mentioned
in Dr. Kippis's life of Cook -, that he
found in an ifland, not far from New
Holland, a bird’s neft which was built
with fticks upon the ground, and was

* Ramufio, tom.i. p, 36g,

+ P 1460
no
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no lefs than fix and twenty feet 1n cir-
cumference, and two feet eight inches
in height.

To return to Sindbad. On looking
around him, he perceives his prefent,
to be no lefs deplorable than his former,
fituation. He finds himfelf in a deep
valley, furrounded by inacceflible pre-
cipices, firewed with diamonds of an
immenfe fize and exquifite beauty ; the
contemplation of which would have af-
forded pleafure, had not other objeéts
infpired fenfations of a very different
nature. This valley, it s faid, abounded
with ferpents of fuch a prodigious mag-
nitude, that ¢ the leaft of them was
capable of f{wallowing an elephant.”
A cave, whofe entrance was ¢ low and
ftrait,” and which Sindbad barricadoed
with a large ftone, protedts him frem
their fury during the night; at the ap-
pearance of moin they retire to their
hiding places, He fupports himfelf for

| ) fome
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fome time on a fcanty ftock of provi-
fions, which he had prudéntly taken
with him, inclofed in a leathern pouch.
One day, after having eaten a {paring
meal in the valley, he falls afleep ; but
his reft is interrupted by a large piece
of freth meat which fell near the place
where he lay, and he foon afterwards
beholds other pieces tumbling down the
furrounding precipices. .

He now recollects having heard (but
he ¢ always confidered it as a fable”)
of a valley of diamonds, and of the
firatagems adopted by merchants to pro-
cure them: of its being the cuftom, at
~ the feafon when eagles bred in the fur-
rounding mountains, to throw vaft
joints of meat into the valley, and the
diamonds, on whofe points the meat
fell, would adhere to it. On the
fight of fuch unufual dainties, thefe
eagles (°‘ much ftronger in this coun-
try than any where elfe”,) would
defcend from their lofty flation in

hopes



( 33 )

hopes of conveying the prey to their
nefts on the rocky fummits, Whilft
they were thus employed, 1t was the
merchants’ occupation to watch their
proceedings, to appear at the proper
time, and, by extreme vociferation,
compel them through fear to drop their
precious morfels; which commonly
afforded thefe adventurers an ample
compenfation for their labour.

Sindbad now begins to entertain fome
hopes of efcaping: he fills his pouch
with the moft valuable diamonds ; ties
himfelf with the cloth of his turban to
the largeft piece of meat he could find ;
and, placing himfelf beneath it, waits,
we may fuppofe with no very perfect
compofure, the event.

A huge eagle defcends, and having
feized on the meat and its appendage,
the depofits them near her neft; the
merchants advance with loud fhouts,
which caufe her to fly away, and Sind-
bad, to their no {mall furprize, makes his

B3 appear-



( 54 )
pppearance. 'This ftory need not be
purfued any farther. 1t 1s {ufficient to
add, that the fortunate Aeronaut en-
riched both himfelf and the other mer-
chants, |

However wild this narrative may feem,
it 15 countenanced by writers of a dif-
ferent caft from our author.

The following paflage is from Epi-
phantus ¢“ de duodecim lapidibus ra-
tionali facerdotis infixis.” Francifco
Turiano interprete. — ¢ Hyacinthus
igneo propemodum colore eft: in in-
teriort Scythize Barbarie reperitur. Ve-
teres -porro totum Boreale clima ubi
Gothi morantur, ac Dauni, Scythiam
appellare confueverunt.  Ibi igitur in
eremo magnz Scythie penitior: vallis
eft que hinc atque inde montibus lapi-
deis veluti muris cinéta, hominibus eft
invia, longéque - profundiffima: ita ut
e fublimi vertice montium tanquam ex
meenibus defpectanti non liceat vallis
{folum intueri; fed ob loci profundi-
tatem denfee adeo {funt tenebre, ut
| chaos
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chaos ibi quoddam effe videatur. A
regibus qui 1illuc aliquando funt pro-
fecti, quidam rei ad illa loca damnantur,
qui mactatos agnos in vallem, detracti
pelle, projiciunt. Adharefcunt lapills,
feque ad eas carnes agglutinant. Aquile
vero, que 1n illorum montium vertice
degunt, nidorem carnium fecuta devo-
lant, agnofque quibus lapilli adhewefe-
runt exportant. Dum autem carnibus
vefcuntur, lapilli in cacumine montium
rethanent, At i qui ad ea loca funt
damnati, obfervantes ubi carnes aquile
depaverint, accurrunt feruntque lapil-
los #,

As Sindbad does not inform us in
what part of the world he met with a

*# Vide Epiphanii opera a Petaio, Coloniz,
1682, tom,ii, p. 233. Epiphanius was bifhop
of €alamis, and died in the year 403. He is
fpoken of in terms of great refpet by many ec-
clefiaftical writers; and St, Jerom fiyles the
little treatife from which I have quoted, *¢ egre-
gium volumen, quod fi legere volueris pleniffi-
mam {cientiam confequeris !

E 4 valley
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valley of diamonds, it might, with
fufficient appearance of probability, be
{uppofed, that he had heard of this
ideal one in Scythia, and alluded to it
If Scythia, however, thould be thought
too remote for our traveller’s aerial ex-
curfion, a valley of the fame kind is at
our option in another part of the globe,
and in the very track which the Ara-
bians followed in their voyage to China.

Marco Paulo fays, ¢ Ultra regnum
Maabar # [Malabar| per milie millearia
eft regnum Murfili . . . . . in quibufdam
hujus regni montibus inveniuntur eda-
mantes. Nam quum pluit egrediuntur
homines ad rivos aquarum qui de mon-
tibus defcendunt, & in areni multos
legunt adamantes.  Aiftatis quoque
tempore afcendunt montes cam magna
difficultate propter ferventem calorem
undique @ftuantem, periculo etiam
magno [efe exponentes, propter magnos

* L. iil. c, 29,
Jerpentes,
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ferpentes, qui ibi in maximd verfantur
multitudine, & queerunt i vallibus
montium atque alits declivis & retrufis
locis adamantes, & quidem fit, ut 1llos
nonnunquam magnd reperiunt copia :
idque in hunc modum. Morantur in
montibus 1llis aquile albe que memo-
ratis vefcuntur ferpentibus: & homines
qui per montes difcurrunt, & fzpe ob
prerupta faxa & precipitia montium
ad convalles pervenire non poffunt, pro-
gictunt, in illas frufla recentium carimm
videntibus aquilis, & hac deinde ab aquilis
Jublata nonnullos habent adherentes ada-
mantes, quos homines hoc ingenio ve-
nantur.  Advertunt quo avis fublaiam
portet carms portionem, & accurrentes
abigant aquilam, & lapillos carni adbe-
rentes colligunt.”

This appears to be the fame val-
ley of which the Arabian author, as
well as the Venetian traveller, had
heard ; and the tale does not appear
to have been wholly imaginary. The

king-
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kingdom of Golconda will agree with
the kingdom of Murfilus, as the paf-
fage 15 rendered by Purchas. He ob-

ferves, in his abftraét of thefe travels #,
““ Murfili,

* Vide Purchas’s Pilgrims, vol, iii, p. 10¢,
'The Latin quotation is given from a col-
letion of travels by Simon Grynzus, enti-
tuled, ¢¢ Novus orbis Regionum ac jafularum ve.
teribus incognitarum,” &c. printed at Bafil,
1555. Muller likewife, who publifhed an edi-
tion of Marco Paulo with notes in 1671, fol-
lows it verbatim: and, if we admit the mille
millearia, the diamond mines of Panna or Purna
will fuit as to diftance better with the text than
thofe of Golconda. Major Rennel, in his me-
moirs of Hinduftan, fays, that they lie in a
mountainous track of more than 100 miles
fquare on the South-weft fide of the Jumna:
and this track fram Cape Comorin, the extre.
mity of the Malabar coaft, in a ft:ait line, or
as a bird flies (which we may fuppofe would
have been Sindbad’s mode of computation), is
about 1000 miles, Purchas, however, follows

the cdition of Ramufio, of which he fpeaks
highly,
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¢ Murfili, or Monf{ul, 1s northward from
Malabar 500 miles ;” and, nearly at that
diftance, the richeft mines of Golconda,
according to more modern accounts, lie
among the rocks and mountains that in-
terfe¢t the country. The two travel-
lers, however, vary but little, excepting
that thofe ferpents, which are the prey
of Sindbad’s Roc, are devoured by the
Venetian’s eagles. 'The latter informs
us, 1n the paflage already quoted, that
¢ men could not afcend the mountains
without much fatigue and difficulty, on
account of the intenfe heat: and were

highly, as being printed from a corre® MS.
of Marco Pauio, found afier his death. (Pil«
grims, vol. iii, p. 65.) Ramufio was fecretary
to the Venetian ftate, and died in 1457, Vide
“ Navigationi & Viaggi da Ramufio.” Tom.
il. p. 5. The paffage, as it flands there,
varies in fome other refpeéts from that in Simon
Grynzus, Storks, as well as eagles, are faid
to inhabit the mountains ¢ molte aquile &
cicogne bianche,"”

expofed

]
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expofed to great danger by means of
the huge f{erpents with which they
abounded.” Sindbad tells us, likewife,
that he ¢ travelled with his companions
near high mountains, where there were
ferpents of a prodigious length, which
they had the gocd fortune to efcape.”

A ftory, fomewhat refembling this, is
recorded 1n °“ the travels of Benjamin
of Tudela *;” and the tranflator fuppofes
that it was borrowed from ¢ The Ara-
bian Nights.” If {o, the prefent tale
muft be of very great antiquity; for
Benjamin is faid to have commenced
his travels in 1160, and to have com-
pleted them in 1173. The firft edi~
tion was printed at Conftantinople, A. D.
1556. I, however, rather {ufpeét, that
the account of Benjamin of Tudela and
of Sindbad were derived from fome
£ommon origin.

* Englifh Tranflation, p. 144,

Pope,
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Pope, in his index to the Iliad, among
what he ftyles the fuperiatural fiions of
Homer, reckons that pafiage where an
eagle * 1s reprefented as bearing a fer-
pent through the air.  Confidered as an
omen, indecd, it muft be contrary to
nature; but I have been affured that
inftances of the fadt, not peculiar to
cagles, have been frequently noticed
by gentlemen refident in India: and,
if I am not much miftaken, the cir-
cumftarce is mentioned by fome au-
thors of refpectability. It is moft pro-
bable that thefe birds make ufe of their
beak in feizing {o dangerous a prey,
like Sindbad’s Roc; not their talons, like
the eagle in Flomer.

The defcription of the mode in
which Camphire 1s produced in the
ifle of Roma, s that of a plain honeft
traveller : and the account of the rhi-
noceros, and 1its combat with the ele~

# B, xil, L, 200,
phant,
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phant, after allowing for one or two
tnifling additions, agrees with what is
faid by Pliny#*, Alian-, and Dio-
dorus Siculus}. ¢ That which is af
tonifbing, adds our adventurer, after
they have killed each other, the Roc
comes and carries them both away in
her claws § to be meat for her young
ones.” And, what is no lefs aftonithing,
Marco Paulo, and father Martini in his
Chinefe Atlas, corroborate this account
of Sindbad.

* Nat, Hift. L. viii, c. 20,

4 Nat, An. L. xvii, c, 44.

I_ Ln ili, C. 2,

§ A Roc, in the a&t of bawking at an cle-
phant, is exhibited among a variety of other
figures in inlaid colours on the cover of a Per-
fian book belonging to Sir Jofeph Banks,
This curious MS. is entituled, ‘¢ Khauver.
namah, or Sz-bosk, by Ebn Hoflam, and or-

namented with various Drawings illuftrative of
the adts of Ali,”

VOYAGE
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VOYAGE IIL

In this, as in the former voyage, the
hero of the tale does not condefcend
to inform us for what country he em-
barks; but it is a matter of little 1m-
portance ; for, after a confiderable {pace
of time, the veffel is driven out of its
courfe by a tempeft which continues
many days. 'The navigators are obliged
to put into a harbour contrary to their
captain’s inclinations; the coaft being
inhabited by frightful favages, whole
bodies were covered with red harr,
whofe height exceeded not two fect,
and whofe language was unknown to
them. On fight of the fhip they
throw themf{elves into the fca, and, like

a {warm of locufts, board 1t on every
quarter
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quarter with the utmoft rapidity, Ha-
ving plundered it of every thing va-
luable, cut the cable, and taken away
the fails, they tow the veflel to a
different ifland, and leave the lucklefs
crew to their fate.

It appears from Bochart that the Ara-
bians believed in the exiftence of a di-
minutive fpecies of human beings, and
an account of them is given in the Hie-
rozoicon *. He fuppofes, thatthis opi-
nion, if not derived from their own
inventive faculties, was borrowed from
the Greek and Roman fabulifts : but I
fhould rather fufpedt from thofe of In-
dia. In that country, as was before no-
ticed, the general idea of {upernatural
beings, whofe ftature was equally dimi-
nutive, appears to have orginated.
Milton with propriety places his

¢¢ Pigmean race
w—— beyond the Indian mount ;”

| and in that neighbourhood Pliny fup-

* Volu ii, p. 845
poles
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poles the Pigmei Spithameei #, o called
from being but a cubit or three fpans
in height. Thefe were the memorable
¢ light infantry warred on by cranes;”
and I apprehend of the fame family
as the lomunculi of Sindbad. They
are defcribed by a monk of the name
of Willlam de Rubruquis, who was
feat, A. D. 1233, by Louis the Ninth,
king of France, commonly called St.
Louis, to congratulate the Khan of
Tartary on his fuppofed converfion to
Chriftianity. He fays, that, on en-
quiring - of a prieft of Cataia, drefled
in a red-coloured cloth, whence it was
procured, he received for anfwer, that
certain creatures, in fhape like men,
who leapt in walking without bending
their ‘knees, dwelt 1n the caftern parts
of Cataia; that they were about a cubit
in ftature, and their {kins were covered

* Nat. Hifl, L. vii, c, 2,

t Purchas’s Pilgrims, vol, iii, p. 32,

F with
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with hair. He proceeds to defcribe the
mode in which they were caught, and
adds, that the red colour of the cloth
was owing to its having been dipped in
their blood. However queftionable this
circumftance may be, it admits of little
doubt, but that the fame {pecies of
animals, namely that of Arrs, is al-
“luded to by the Roman, Arabian, and
Frenchman.

Frier Bacon’s tranflation of the paf-
fage referred to, in his geographical ac-
count of the four quarters of the world,
may afford fome entertainment: ‘¢ In
Cataia—{unt rupes excelfee, in quibus
habitant quaedam creatufee, habentes
per omnia formam humanam. Non
tamen genua fle€tunt, f{ed ambulant
faltando : fed non funt longitudinis ma-
joris quam cubiti: & veftitur totum
torpus crintbus: & venatores portant
cervifiam, & faciunt foveas in rupibus
ad modum cyphorum: & illa animalia

- ventunt & bibunt cervifiam, & fic capi-
' untur
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untur: & venatores ligant eis manus &
pedes, & aperiuat venam in collo; & ex-
trahunt tres vel quatuor guttas fanguinis,
& diffolvunt eas, ac permittunt abire;
& ille fanguis eft preciofiffimus pro
purptra *.”

Bacon was conterrarary with the
French traveller; and his condefcending
to tranflate this paflag: is an nnequi-
vocal proof that he entertained a high
idea of his integrity. Rubruquis, in-
deed, 1s not refponfible for the fictions
of his Cataian acquaintance.

If thefe apes are allowed to be the
fame as the pigmies of antiquity, the
mutual hoftilities, recorded by Ho-
mer, Pliny, &c. between them and the
cranes, may be accounted for by the
depredations of the former on the nefts
of the latter, either for the fake of
mifchief or of food. To this the Ro-

t Purchas’s Pilgrims, vol. iii, p. 58.

F 2 man
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man naturalift alludes, with the addi-
tion of fome circumftances that Sind-
bad would have hefitated to advance:
¢ Fama eft, infidentes arietum capra-
rumque dorfis, armati fagittis, veris
tempore univerfo agmine ad mare de-
fcendere, & ova pullofque eorum ali-~
tum [gruum] confumere #,”

- That antient travellers into thefe
diftant regions, from a partiality to the
marvellous, or from falfe information,
frequently confounded the idea of apes
and a leffer {pecies of men, cannot be
.doubted.” The river Dalay, fays Man-
deville, “is the greateft ryvere of
freflche water that 1s in the world; for
there, - as 1t 1s moft narrow, it is rore
“than 4 mile of brede, and thanne entren
men azen into the lond of the grete
-Chane. That.ryvere gothe thorghe the
-lond of Pigmaus : where that the folk
ben of littylle ftature, that ben but 3

-

® Nat. Hift, Lib, vii, cap. 2.
{pan
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fpan long *: and thet ben right faire
and gentylle, aftre - here quantytees,
bothe the men and the wommen. And
thei maryen hem, whan thei ben half
zere of age, and geten children. And
thei lyven not but 6 zeer or # at the
mofte. And he that lyvethe 8 zeer,
men holden him there righte paffynge
old.....And thet han often tymes
werre with the briddes} of the contree
that thei taken and cten. This litylle
folk nouther labouren in londes ne in
vynes. And alle be it that the Pigmeies
ben lytelle, zit ther ben fulle refonable
aftre here age, and § connen both en wytt

and

% Suprahos (circa fontem Gangis) extremi
in parte montium, Spithamzi Pygmzi narran-
tur, ternas fpithamas longitudine, hoc eft, ter-
nes dodrantes non excedentes.—L., vii. ¢. 2.

+ their, 1 birds,

§ In the Latin edition, ¢ fciunt {ufficienter

bonum & malum.” I quote in the text from
F 3 the
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and gode and malice ynow.” Did our
old traveller fay nothing more concern-
ing his Pigmies, I thould have little
doubt but that he merely intended to
furprife or amufe his readers with a figu-
rative defcription of apes. The firk
part 15 clearly from Pliny, and to him
our countryman is indebted for a large
thare of his marvellous narratives. His
Ethiopians ¢ that han but o foot, and

the Poiage and Trawaile of Sir Fohn Meundewile,
knight, page 252, publifhed from an original
MS. in the Cotton Library, 1726, ‘This,
I apprehend, is the beft and moft compre-
henfive edition. All of them, as well as the
MSS. that I have feen, vury, in fome refpedts,
from one another: and we may agtribute it to
his having written an account of his travels in
Latin, French, and Englith. He was born at
St. Albans, quitted his native country in 1322,
returned heme after the expiration of 34 years,
and died at Liege in 1371, Some curlous par-
ticulars concerning him may be found in War-
ton’s Hiftory of Englith Poetry, vol. 1, p. 103,

gon
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gon {o faft that it 1s mervaylle,” &c. are
copies of Pliny’s Monofcelli #. The
Androgyni of the latter, and the Herma-
phrodites of the former, are both placed
in the “londe of Ynde.” His one-
eyed race, his no-headed race, whole
eyes were in their thoulders, and mouth
in their breaft, are derived alfo from
Pliny. To enumerate their accounts of
congenial monfters would be too tedious.
It may not be unworthy notice, how-
ever, that as Pliny mentions people
whofe cuftomary food was adders+, fo
Mandeville fays that, in a country in
Ynde the more,  there )5 gret plentee of
neddres, of whom men maken grete
feftes, and eten hem at grete {ollemp-
nytees. And he that makethe there a
fefte, be it never fo coftifous, and he

# Li Viin Ci 2.

t Nat, Hift. L. vi. ¢. 29. Diodorus 8ir alus
likewile fays, that the natives of Taprobane
efteemed a large fpecies of ferpents as good and
palatable food, L, ii. ¢ 4.

Fa have
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‘have no neddres, he hath no thanke for
his travajlle*” A credible writer,
who, vifited India in 1563, mentions,
that he liad feen “ the people of Pegu +
eat {corpions and ferpents.”” I have
alfo been 1nformed, by an eye-witnefs,
that the latter are often eaten by the
inhabitants of Hinduftan, as medicine
or food. The African negroes are like-
wife faid to eat adders § ; and Mr. Pen-
nant, in his Faunula Indica, mentions
a fpecies of A&inia (the Swalloo) col-
lected 1n the Molucca iflands, as edible.
T is not unworthy obfervation, that
fome fuppofed fictions in Pliny, appa-
vently copied by Mandeville and others,
‘have been authenticated by modern
travellers as reallkfa&_s. Pigafetta fays,

* P, 248, He gives a lefs credible account
of the inhabitants of Tracodai ¢ Who, he
fells ms, eten fiefche of ferpenies; and thii
eten but litille, and thei fpeken nought; put
foei biffen, as ferpentes dony’’ p, 236.

t Purchas’s Pilgrims, vol. IL. 1715.

§ 1bid, vol, 11, rooa.
that
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that a pilot, belonging to one of the
Moluccas, informed him, that not far
from them “was an ifland named
Arucetto #, in the which were men and
women not paft a cubit in height, ha-
ving eares of {uch bignefle that they lye
upon one, and cover them with the
other.” Pliny mentions the fame cir-
cumftance . But are we to fuppofe
this gallant circumnavigator adopted
the fictions in the Roman author,
of ‘whofe name poffibly he was igno-
rant ! or may we not rather conclude,
that, from the earlicft ages to the time
of Magellan, fimilar tales were circu-
lated through the Eaftern diftri@s?
Pigafetta adds, that they did not fail
thither, nor give any credit to the nar-
ration. Maximilian of Tranfylvania,
in his epiftle ““ de Moluccis,” exprefles

?

* Purchas’s Pilgrims, Vol. 1. B. i, p. 45.

+ Nat, Hift, 1, vii. c. 2, Strabo calls them

HWTOX0IT 0k

the



( 74 )

the 1dea with fome {pirit:  Noftri
autem qui non monftra fed aromata
quererent, omiflis nugis recté ad Mo-
luccas* tendunt.”

It 1s more remarkable, that an In-
dian pilot, who moft certainly never
confulted Pliny, fhould retail his exag-
gerated account of a rea] fa®. Man-
deville, who has adopted his wildeft
extravagances, and probably gave credit
to them, fhews fome degree of modefty
in this inftance: ““ in another yle ben
folk, that han gret eres and longe, that
hangen doun to here knees+.” In
fome copies they are merely faid to
touch their thoulders: and, if we allow
thofe a fuperior degree of authenticity,
we muft conclude that the knight {poke
from actual obfervation, as the circum-~
ftance has been repeatedly confirmed
by modern voyagers. Mr., Marfden

* Novus Orbis, p. 532.

t P. 244,
fays,
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{ays, that * the inhabitants of Neas#,
an adjacent ifland to Sumatra, bore
their ears, and encourage the aperture
to a monftrous fize, {fo as in many in-
ftances to be larce enough to admit the
hand, the lower parts being ftretched
till they touch the fhoulders” The
negro, who makes a conipicuous figure
in the {ubfequent part of the tale, was
a follower of this fathion, ‘¢ having ears
like an elephant, which covered his
fhoulders.” He will be found in no
other refpeét to refemble the inhabi-
tants of NEas, and lefs thofe of Aru-
cetto.

It is hoped no apology 15 requifite
for this digreffion; and that I fhall be
indulged in the liberty of purfuing my
fubject, though it fhould fometimes
lead to difcuffions not abfolutely ne-

® Hiflory of Sumatra, p. 47, 2d Edition,
ceflary
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ceflary towards elucidating the ftory: it
is eccentric 1n 1tfelf; and, like its hero,

Quo me cuaque rapit tempeftas deferor,

Though our adventurer, as I obferved
before, neither in this nor in moft
of his other voyages, mentions to what
part of the globe he meant to thape his
courfe, we fhall generally find, from
fome circumftances, that it was di-
rected eaftward, probably to China,
much vifited in the 3d century of the
Hegira by Arabian merchants. It is
obfervable, that he never reaches, but
in the laft voyage, his place of deftina-
tion,

In Sumatra ¥, which muft have lain
in Sindbad’s way, Marco Paulo fays,

there

* L. iil. ¢. 15, Novus Orbis. Marco
Paulo calls it fawa Miaor ; but Mr. Marfden
clearly fhews that Sumatra was intended, In

his
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there was a vaft quantity of apes re-
fembling men, whofe bodies, after
having been embalmed, and their hair
taken off, were frequently carried by
merchants to other countries, and fold
to the curious as monuments of z
lefler fpecies of the human race. As
Sindbad, however, was attacked by a
tempeft ‘“in the main ocean,” and
driven out of his courfe, we may fup-
pofe this ifland of Pigmies to be at
a greater diftance from the continent
than either of the ifles of Sunda. Now,
Ptolemy places to the eaftward of them

his hiftory of that ifland he fays nothing of
ap.s; but mentions, that the natives informed
him there woere two fpecies of favage people,
called Orazg Coodoo, and Orang Grogoo, who
lived difperfcd in the woods, and had no coma
munication with the other inhabitants—that
the firft had a langrage peculiar to themfelves ;
but the latter none, and differed but little from

the Orang-Qutar of Borneo, p. 335,

6 ' the
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the Nuwos Twy Tarvpws ¥, and obferves that
the greater part of the adjacent iflar.ds
were inhabited by Cannibals. The lo-
cation of Sindbad’s former and fubfe-
quent adventure appears to be pointed
out and fupported by this paffage.

Our unfortunate travellers, affliced
and defponding, wander over the
ifland ; and at length perceive an im-
menfe building, which they approach.
They open a gate of ebony, enter into
a court, and behold a vaft apartment;
on one fide of which was piled a large
heap of human bones, and on the other
a great number of ‘“ roafting fpits .”

Their

* Not improperly Engf’ﬂled it may be pre-
fumed, Are-IsLawvs.

t Thefe inftruments of Cannibalian epicu-
ri{m are not peculiar to Sindbad’s giant. The
Eaftern nations fuppofed they were ufed for the
fame purpoie by the firft Crufad:rs, * The
fpies, who introduced themfelves into the
kitchen of Bohemend, were fhewn feveral hu-

man
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Their imbs fail them, and they fall to
the ground in an agony of terror; Be:
fore they have power to recover them-
{elves, the gate of the apartment opens
with a hideous din; and a deformed gi-
gantic negro, ‘‘as high as a tall palm
tree #*,” advances towards them. A

man bodies turning on the {pit; and the artful
Norman encouraged a report, which encreafcd
at the fame time the abhorrence and the terror
of the Infidels.” [Gibbon"s Hift, Vol, II.
p. §7. O&avo Edition, ]

* This is a very common oriental metaphor,
and ufed indifferently to exprefs loftinefs of
ftature or profperity. It frequently occurs in
Scripture ; and in Feclefiafticus the growth of
wifdom is compared to ‘¢ a cyprefs tree upon
the mountains of Hermon, and a palm tree in
Engaddi.,” (C. xxiv, v. 13.) A fimilar com-
parifon is applied by Virgil to Polypheme’s one-
cyed brethren:

—— quales cum vertice celfo
A€riz quercus, aut coniferz cypariff
Conftiterunt, An, II1,

fingle.
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fingle eye glares in the middle of his
forehead, whofe brightnefs emulated
that of a burning coal.

It 15 fufficient, without proceeding
any farther in this ffory, to inform the
reader that it is copied from the gth
book of the Odyfley. Polyphemus
was the prototype of the Indian giant,
and Ulyfles of Sindbad. Some addi-
tional circumftances in the Arabian tale,
though wild and grotefque, heighten
the horror and intereft of the ftory. It
may be obferved, that a giant in Arabic
or Perfian fables is as commonly a
negro or,infidel Indian, as he is in our
old Romances a Saracen Paynim, a vo-
tary ‘¢ of Mahoaﬂd and Termagaunt.”
Were the negrocs authors, they would
probably charaterife their giants by
whitkers and turbands; or by hats, wigs,
and a pale complexion,

Sir, John Mandeville fays, that in one
of the Indian iflands were ¢ folk of

gret
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gtet ftature ®, as geauntes; and thel
ben hidoufe for to loke upon ; and thei
han but on eye-, and that is in the
myddylle of the front; and thei eten
no thing but raw flefche and raw
fyflche.” The knight meutions others
who ¢ han no clothinge, but of fkynnes
of beftes}, that thei hangen upon hem ;
and thei eten no breed, but all raw
flefche; and they drynken mylk of
beftes ; for ther han plentee of alle
beftaylle; and thei have none houfes,
to lyen inne. And thei eten more
gladly mannes flefche, thanne ony other
flefche. In to that yle dar no man
gladly entren : and zif thei feen a fchipp
and men there inne, anon thel entren in’
to the fee for to take hem.” In another
ile, he was told there *“ were geauntes of
grettere ftature—fumme of g0 cubytes

* P. 243,
t+ Vide Plin, Nat, Hift, L. vi, ¢, xxx. L, vil,
% i ¢ b 3450

G long;
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long, but I faghe none of tho *; for f
had no luf to go (he prudently adds) 1o
IZm partz'és; becaufe that no man co-
methe nouther in to that yle, ne in to
the other, but zif he be devoured anon.
Men fayn that many tymes tho geauntes
taken men in the fee out of hire {chippes,
and brougte hem to lond, two in on
hond and two in another, etynge hem
) nge, all raw, and alle quick,”
Though thefe geauntes are not defcribed
as of the monocular race, there can be
little doubt But. that Polyphemus was
their Architype . . Virgil and Ovid (for
Homer was unknown to the Literati of
Europe in Mandeville’s days) fupplied
him probably with the preceding de-
fcription.

I know not whether .it is worth re-
marking, (for, notwithftanding what has
been faid, the ftory in the text may be
originally an oriental fable), that the

* thofe,
Arabian
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Arabian naturalifts not only defcribe z
Pigmean race, but likewife a gigantic
one, of 40 cubits in height, and endued
with {ome very peculiar powers; an ac-
count of which the reader may find in
Bochart’s Hierozoicon, vol. II. p. 843.
An old voyager of our own country fays,
that the following prefent, among others
more confpicucus for their fingularity
than their intrinfic value, was made by
the king of Jacatra to the king of Ban-
tam, ‘“ a giant, thirty feetin height, ina
cage of wood drawn by buffaloes.” If
any {cepticiim thould arife on this occa-
fion, 1t will not be removed by divulging
the name of his aflociate—*¢ alfo a
Deuill came in 1n like order*.”  As the
other parts of this traveller’s narrative are
plain and credible, we ought probably
merely to underftand by this fome
mafquerade figures intended to furprife
and amufe the fpe@ators, Such repre=

* Purchas’s Pilgrims, Vol, I. p. 183,
G2 fentations
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fentations may either have deceived our
early travellers, or infpired them with
the inclination to furprife and amufe
their readers. What would a voyager
of the 14th or r5th eentury have faid,
had he feen a canoe manned by warriors
belonging to fome of the South-Sea
Hlands, with their mafks on, and clad in
their martial habiliments? TFhere is little
doubt but that he would have taken them
for evil fpints, being, in appearance,
conformable to their portraits in thofe
days; and that he would have obferved,
“be o of thefe yles we faghe a huge
bote fulle of deuils, which was gret
mervayile;” and then have proceeded
to give an exaggerated account of their
form and demeanor, and poffibly of
fome extraordinary confliét with them.

" To proceed.—Sindbad and two of
his companions efcape on a float ; but
a fiorm of huge ftones, flung by the
negro’s one-eyed brethren, fink the

others which they had conftruéted, and
‘ all
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all on-board them perith. Ulyfles and
his friends were more fortunate in their
efcape from Polypheme, but fuffered
nearly in the fame manner by Anti-
phates # and his gigantic attendants.
For a day and night our hero and his
aflociates are toffed about at the mercy
of the waves: the following morning,
they are driven on an ifland, where,
after having refrethed themfelves by
eating fome delicious fruit, they fall
afleep by the fea-fide.

At night a huge ferpent devours one
of his companions: on the next he
takes refuge with the other in a lofty
tree ; but the ferpent, winding round
its trunk, feizes on his fole furviving
friend, who fat in a lower branch than
himfelf, and devours him likewife,
Sindbad avoids the fame fate by heaping
a large quantity of thorns and brambles
round the trunk of the tree, The fer-

* Odyfl, x, .
G 3 pest
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pent attempts in vain to force its way
through this prickly rampart, but its
poifonous breath almoft deftroys our
unfortunaté adventurer, Tht fecond
morning, being no longer able to en-
dure-his miferable exiftence, he rufhes
towards the fea in order to put a period
toit. At the inftant propofed for the
execution of his defign, a veffel appears
at a confiderable diftance. He is at

length difcovered and taken on-board.
The prodigious- fize and deftruive
difpofition of ferpents in the Indian
iflands 1s too well known to require any
comment. The idea of their poifonous
breath occurs in fome old romances,
and prevailed in Eusope previous to the
exiftence of the Arabian writer. In a
curicus book imprirted by Thomas
¥aft, in 1582, endiuled, “ Batman
upon Bartholeme his Booke de proprie-
tatibus rerum,” and which we are told
was ‘¢ firft {et forth 1n the yere of our
Lord Ged, 1360, is this paffage. ¢¢ The
ferpent fuieth all that he biteth, and is
enemy
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enemy to birdes, for he flayeth them with
his blowing *. Maffeus draws a compa-
rifon between the breathof crocodiles and
ferpents, in a diftni& on the Malabar
coaft, much to the advantage of the Jat-
ter: ¢ eorum halitus oris (7 e. croco-
dilorum) eft fuaviflimus: at contrd, in
eadem regione ferpentium & anguium
adeo teter ac noxius, u affatu ipfo
necare perbibeantur -f.” This idea ac-
quires fome degree of credit from a
paflage 1n father Lobo’s voyage to
Abyflinia. He fays, that “in croffing a
defert in the kingdom of Tigre his life
was 1n very great danger; for, whiift
lying on the ground, he perceived him-
felf feized with a pain which forced
him to rife; when he faw, about four
yards from him, one of thofe ferpents
that dart theic poifon at a diftance :
and, although he rofe before the fer-
pent approached him, he neverthelefs

¥ L. xviii, c. g3,
+ Hiftoria Indica, c. 2,

G 1 felt
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felt the eflects of bfs poifonous breath,
and had certainly died if he had lain 3
little longer.” He cured himfelf with
bezoar, which, he fays, ¢ healways car-
ried about him as a fovereign remedy
againft thefe poifons*.” Dr. Johnfon
tranflated thefe travels from the French,
and in his preface gives the following
account of the author: ¢ He appears
hy his modeft and unaffected narration
to have defcribed thingsas he faw them,
to have copicd nature from the life, and
to have confulted his fenfes, not his ima-
gination.”

Ferdtand Mendez Pinto informs us,
(I quote from the tranflation in 1653,)
that, on the banks .of a river called
Gaateamgim in Sumatra, ‘¢ he faw ad-
ders that were copped in the crowns of
_.théir heads, as big as a man’s thigh,
and fo venomous, as the NEGROES oF
THE COUNTRY informed him, that, if
gny living thing came within reach

.# CI 1’.

of
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of their breath, it died prefently, there
being no remedy nor antidote againft
it.”  Though Pinto's authority is not
generally admitted, Mr. Mar{den, no
incompetent judge, has thought proper
to ufe it in his hiftorical account of Su-
matra. If allowed here, it will not only
help to vindicate Sindbad in the paffage
above, but alfo in one of the enfuing
vovages, where he places a race of ne-
groes 1n this ifland.

Sindbad’s new companions dire their
courfe to an ifland called Salabat, poffibly
Timor, ‘¢ where grew Sanders *, of great
ufe in medicine.” From thence they
proceed to another, where he ¢ furnifhes
himfelf with cloves, cinnamon, and
other {pices.” All thefe articles are to be

* Timor is faid, by modern voyzgers, to pro.
duce the beft wood of this kind ; ancient tra-
vellers give the fame account: Linfchoten
particularly celebrated it for ¢ its waods and
wildernefles of Sanders,” [Purchas’s Pilgrims,
Vol. I1. p. 1784.]

found,
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found, and almoft exclufively, in the
Molucca iflands : and Sindbad was at
no very great diftance from them, if we
fuppofe him to have been originally
wrecked on one of Ptolemy’s Nyoor zwy
2. Tupy, 1

Nothing farther deferving notice oc-
curs 1n this voyage, except the following
natives of the deep, which attracted
Sindbad’s obfervation: a tortoife,
twenty cubits in length and breadth ;—
a fith hike a cow which gave milk, and
of whofe fkin people made bucklers:
and another in thape and fize refembling
a camel.

The account of thefe animals is not
to be attributed to a licentious exube-
rance of fancy in the Arabian author,
He might have feen in lian that tor-
toifes #, whofe fhells were fifteen cubits
in length, and {ufficiently large to cover a
houfe, were to be found near the ifland of
Taprobane. Pliny and Strabo mention

* Hiﬁl An. L.‘ xVil cl .‘{Viia

the
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the fame circumftance # : they likewife
turn them upfide down, and fay, that
men ufed to row in them as in a boat -
Diodorus Siculus adds to their tefti-
monv, and affutes us, on the faith of
an’ hiftortan, that the Chelonophagi ¥
derived a threefold advantage from the
tortoife, which occafionally fupplied
them with a roof to their houfes, a boat,
and a dinner.

Sir John Mandeville, in the§ Latin
Edition, though he evidently copies
and exaggerates Pliny’s account, feems
to give his defcription of this animal

* Tefludines tantz magnitudinis Indicum
mare emittit, ut fingularum fuperficie habitabiles
cafas integant ; atque inter infulas rubri pres
ciput nasis his navigant cymbis. [Nat. Hift,
L. ix. c. 10.]

+ Geog. L. xv,

1 Shell-fifhy eaters. B. iii. c. 2,

§ C. 29. Vide Hakluyt’s Voyages, vol. I,
p. 59

from
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from actual obfervation. ¢ Sunt in
hoc territorio® teftudines zerribilis

quantitatis, fitque de majoribus regi ac
nobilibus

* Calmak, an ifland fuppofed to be not very
remote from Java., In the Englith edition,
from which I quote, this paffage is fomewhat
differently exprefled. #¢ There ben alfo in that
contree a kynde of fuayles, that ben fo grete,
that many perfones may loggen hem in here
fchelles, as men wolde done in a litylle hous,
And other fnayles there ben, that ben fulle
grete, but not fo huge as the other. And of
thefe fnayles, and of grete wbhite wormes, that
han blake hedes, that ben als grete as a
mannes thighe, and fome lefle, as gret wormes
that men fynden there in wodes, men maken
vyaunde rialle (royal viGtuals) for the kyng and
for other grete lordes.” (p, 234.) By fuayles
Mandeville evidently means tortoifes, among
whom they are clafled by our old naturaiifts,
Batman, in his comment upon Bartholomeus de
proprietatibus rerum, fays, that ‘¢ a fnayle is
called Teftudo, and is a aworme, and hath that
name, for he is healed (covered) in his houfe

6 ne
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nobilibus delicatus ac preciofus cibus ¢
mentior (but how can that be fufpeéted)
fi non

as in a chamber.” (C. 107. p. 382.) This
zworme, however, will not account for thofe in
Mandeville, which he mentions as diftin& from
the fnayles or tortoifes, We are doubtlefs to
underftand by them fome peculiar kind of fer-
pents; and it has auseady appeared that they
were made ufe of as feod in former times, as
well as at prefent, in various parts of I[ndia.
Worm is the Teutonic word for ferpent.
Wickliffe, Mandeville’s contemporary, gives that
appellation to the tempter of Eve in his tranf-
lation of the book of Genefis ; and it is nfed in
the fame fenfe by various fubfequent authors,
A great deal is fard in Anthony and Cleopatra
concerning the *“ worm (7. e the ferpent) of
Nilus ;” which the clown fhrewdly obferves was
an ““odd worm, and not to be trufted but in
the keeping of wife people; for there was no
goodnefs in the worm.” The laft inftance I
recolled, in which the word is ferioufly ufed as
fynonymous to ferpent, occurs in Milton®s Pa-

radife
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fi non quafdam ibidem viderim teffu-
dinum conchas in quarum uni fe tres
homines occultarent.

No tortoifes, however, of this mo-
derate fize, comparatively {peaking, are
now found in the Eaftern ocean : but I

radife Regained : (B, i, 1. 312); and in Para-
dife Loft, more attentive to the pun than the
pathos, he applies it, like Wickcliffe, to th:
feducer of our firft parent ;

““ O Ewe, in evil hour thou didft give ear
To that falfe worm.” B. ix, L. 1067,

A ftrange kind of worms (unfortunately we can-
not elevate rhon to f;:rpentine dignity, but other-
wile coinciding with the defeription in Mande-
ville,) are mentioned by St. Jerom., ¢ In Ponto
& Phrygia wermes albos & obefos, qui nigello capite
funt, & nafcuntur in lignorum carie pro magnis
redit:bus pater-familizs exigit, & quo modo apud
nos attagen & ficedula, mullus & fcarus in deliciis
computantur ; ita apud illos ZvroPayor comediffe
luxuria et.” (Ad Jovin L. ii.)

have
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have been informed that boats, made of
wicker and covered with a fkin, refem-
bling the wupper fhell of a tortoife, are
frequently ufed for paffing rivers in dif-
ferent parts of India. May we not ful-
peét that inaccurate obfervation, mifap-
prehenfion, or wilful mifreprefentation,
of the natives, mifled in this and many
other refpects the voyagers of antiquity ?
Boats of a fimilar ftruéture are to be
found in Wales, where they are called
Coracles. They appear to be the witilia

navigia of Pliny, and are fuppofed to - -

have derived their name from being co-
vered with corie or hides. They are
mentioned likewife by Cafar and Lu-
can.

The fifk like a cow may be intended
for the Hippopotamus, whofe fkin, as
Pliny obferves, 1s {fcarcely to be pene-
trated by any miflive weapon, and
therefore may, with great probability,
have been ufed as a covering for buck-

lers
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lers by diffetent nations, ¢ tergoris ad
fcuta galeafque impenetrabilis prater-
quam fi humore madeat*,” He ob-
ferves, that thofe animals live indif-
ferently in rivers, or in the btean, or
on the land . To them he poffibly
alludes 1n this paffage, ¢ ibi (i. e.
Indico mari) exeunt pecori fimiles bel-
lue in terram, pafteque radices fruti-
cum remeant: & quedam equorum,
afinorum, taurorum capitibus, que de-
palenntur f fata.” Strabo informs us,
that the Hippopotami are mentioned by
Oneficratus as inhabitants of the Indus.
He likewife peoples the fea near Ta-
probane § with the fame kind of animals
as thofe in Pliny; and is followed by
ABlian || with {fome variations and addi-

* Nat. Hift. L. viii, c. 23,
+ Nat, Hift, L. xxxit ¢, 11,
I Nat. Hift. L. ix, c. 3.

§ Geog. L, xv.

§ Hift. An, L. xxd, ¢, 18,
tiUﬂS!
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tions. Notwithftanding thefe references,
I queftion whether the Hippopotamus is
to be found in any part of India, The
people, however, who dwell near the
Ganges, ftill ufe the hide of wild buf-
faloes for defence: and I have been in-
formed it will even repel a bullet at a
very fhort diftance. 'They are com-
monly to be found in rivers up to the
neck in water, to avoid the intenfé heat
of the fun; and inaccurate {pe@ators
may have taken them for Hippopo-
tami,

The Manatee, or Cowfith ¥, agrees
likewife with Sindbad’s account, and
is to be found in the Mauritivs, the
Philippine, and the Comori iflands: it

* Vide Buffon. Harris’s Colle&. wvol. I,
P. 408. Bochart’s Hierozoicon ¢ de Cetis &
Cetaciis.”” L. i ¢, 7. Purchas’s Pilgrims, vol, I1i,
P. 930, and Jer. Lament. iv, 3,

H fuckles
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fuckles- 1ts young, like the feal# and
the porpoife; and the dorfal protube-
rance of the latter wounld naturally fug-
geft to Arabian feamen the idea of 2
CAMEL.

* Kas e TN y.:fr,e Thy Aovh B ;:.'afo;b—ry:k‘afiro; '
Eizs poctss " Halieut,

Oppian in the' faine poem notices likewife
the toughnefs of their fkins, which a fpear
could not penetrate. A property the Mznatee
probably partakes in common with' them.
Seals appear to be the witnli marini of Pliny s
and the Quxas of Homer, who' deftribes
them with the accuracy of a naturalid,
They are faid to be wmodi;, pedibus carentes.
Aﬂpum oLy WO;‘;IHS c_:hug lfama'vom frequéntes
dormiunt & czno mari egreflz, Thejr are ZarpePros
obefz; and they exhale cAsraror uﬁ‘ynv, peflimum
odorem, (Odyfl. iv.) Diodorns Siculus and
Strabo place a Nnoog Quwws not far from the
entrance into the Arabian gulf. (Vide Hift.
L. iiis ¢. 3, and Geog, L, xvi.)

VOYAGE
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cvapld

VOYAGE IV.

Sindbad . travels by’ land through
fome of the provinces of Perfia ;
and, after a Coaﬂing;{'oyage to the
eaftward, a ftorm arifes, and drives
:his vellel out to fea. "It is at length
wrecked ; many of the crew are drowned
himfelf and fome others, fupported on
a plank, are thrown upon a coaft that
proves deplorably inhofpitable.  They
are furrounded, not long after their
landing, by a crowd of negroes, who
feparate them from each other, and
convey them as prifoners to their dif-
ferent habitaticns,

Sindbad and five more, after arriving
at their place of deftination, are ordered
to fit down and eat of a certain herb
provided for them, which he alone

H o avoids,



