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PREFACE
BY

THE TRANSLATOR. -

e e

NEARLY a century has mow elapfed, fince:
the colleion of Eaftern Tales, fo well known:
among us by the title of Arabian Nights Ena-
tertainments, was firft offered to the curiofi=
ty and admiration of Europe. The roman-

ces of knight-errantry had then loft that po- :

pularity which they held for ages, and had

been ridiculed into difrepute. The rage for

amuféement had indeed called forth another fpe-
cies of fititious writings ; but a {pecies which
unhappily poflefled neither the wild dignity of
the Romance, nor difplayed that affzmblage of
the charafters, manners, and incidents of fa--
 miliar life, which confers a value on our beftmo-
dern Novels. Moft of thofe compofitions were
vile eftufions of prurient dulnefs, whofe perfec-
tion confiited in detailing the intricacies, and un-
veiling the lonfzr {cenes of licentious intrigue,

The wanton epifodes of Ariofto, and the lewd,

a3. | though
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though witty tales of Boccace, were imitated,
till the fame fchool produced the low and al.
moft infipid obfcenities of a Behn, a Manley,
and a Heywood. Such books. were, however,
calculated, almoft exclufively, for the debauchee
and the woman of pleafure: and fomething
was therefore wanted for the entertainment of
thofe, who chofe to withdraw the mind o6c¢ca~
{ionally from the realities of life,” yet were un-
willing to debafe imagination, by turning it to
dwell on the brutal grofinefs of fenfual indul-
gence.

. Ir thofe Eaftern Tales were prefented to the
Eurcpean public, at a feafon which feems to have
“been peculiarly favourable for their reception ;
there was, however, {till more in their charaéter
thzn in the circumftances of the time, tb recom-
mend them to that eager and general intereft
which they immediately commanded ameng all
clafles of readers. The ftyle in which they
were written, and the artifice by which they
were jnterwoven together, were, if not abfc-
lutely new, yet ftrange and uncommon, For,
ulthough the ftories in Ovid’s books of NMeta.
mcrpheles, be connected by means, which, at
leait 1n ﬁightnefs and infufﬁcicnc}' {or th; pux-
poie of cempadiing parts inzo a whole, bear

fome
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fome refemblance to the flender thread. by
which the narratives of the Thoufand and One
Nights are feebly and awkwardly held togethers .
and although Chaucer’s Canterbury tales, the
multiplicity of "broken- adventures ftrangely
jumbled together in the Orlando Furiofo, and,
almoft equally, the half«Gothic, half-claflical
fabric of Spencer’s Fairy Queen, betray a truly
Oriental unfbilfulnefs in the art of Arrangement:
Yet, with thefe works, the more paffionate
readers of -the Arabian Nights Entertainments
were, for the moft part, little acquainted ; and;
where there was fo much novelty in {o many
other refpects, a fmall Difference in Stm&urf:
was, by the effe&k of aﬂ'oclatmn, naturally in-
creafed greatly above its real magnitude.

THE manners and cufloms exhibited in thofe
Tales,, were at the fame time much more
ftrange and fingular, than the artleffnefs of
their connection, or the' tedious copioufnefs of
narrative which diftinguithed them. Beaut:es,
cooped up together by fcores, or perhaps hun-
dreds, in a Haram, all for the amufement of
one man; and he often indifferent, -feeble,
old, and fitter to repofe in the grave or the hof.
pital, than to riot on the nuptial couch: Fef.
tive entertainments, unenlivened by the fpright-

ly.
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Iy gaieties of the fair fex, or the cheering ine
fluence of wine: Wives wearing drawers and
troufers like their hufbands, and men arrayed
in loofe robes like their wives, yet at the fame
time cherifhing, as fo many goats, each a ve-
nerable length of beard : Paftry-cooks making
fucha figure in fociety, as if the perfection
of homan art were aifplayed in the compo-.
fition of a cream-tart or a pye: The ast of
writicg efteemed, fingly, a qualification fitting
thefe fkilled in it for the moft dignified offices
in civil life, as if the fmalleft poffible portion
of intellect were not adeguate to the formation
of the letters in the alphabet, and the joining
of thefe into words and lines: Ablutions per-
formed, many times a day, and, at every diffe-
rent time, as fcrupuloudly as Swift’s Strephon
wathed Limfelf, when he was to mount the
bed of his angzl-Chle : Prayers repeated byall
ranks, with fs:uus devotion, 2lmoft as often.
in the dav, as our men of fathion call upon
Jhelr Maker in contemptuocus fcorn, or in idle
merr.mevi: The Coide -3f Religion almoft as
freerently aad fwuj‘y guoted, as our profeffed
wits wtroduce m:) 1t their conv enatlﬂnﬁtﬂz
repartecs irom Jo2 hiier, of sriginal anscdotes-
from the Tell-Luin: Judicial aflvelngy confli-

-

zating the grect rule of human life, and every

: . man
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man and woman, as furely as they come into-
the world, having their fortunes fubjected to
the capricious influence of this or that ftar ;—
All thefe pheenomena are fo 'remote from the
cuftoms and manners of Europe, that, when
exhibited as entering into the ordinary fyftem
of human affairs, they could not fail to confer,
in our eyes, a confiderable fhare of amufive
fovelty on the charadters and events with
which they were connected. '

Yet, it is probable that the machinery cone
tributed, more than any other particular im
their charaéker, to obtain to the Arabian Nights
.Entertammer:ts, the preference over moft of the -
other works of imagination which were com-
mon in Europe at the time of their firft appear-
ance. Magicians, Genies, Fairies, Lamps;
Rings, and other Talifmans, dance in fucl;v
profufion through thofe volumes, as could not
but make the reader wonder and ftare, who was
_ acquainted only withwitches mounted on broom-
flicks,—and with little viewlefs elves, dan-
. eing occafionally by moon-light, in {nall circles’
on the -green, or, in their greateft fplendour
and feftivity, only lighting up, for their mid-
night revels, the deferted hall of {fome ruinous
caftle. It Has been obferved, I think, by Dy
' Hawkefworth,
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Hawkefworth, in fome one of the firll numbers
of the Adventurer, that thefe Tales pleafe, be-
caufe, even their machinery, wild and wonder-
ful as it is, has its laws, and the Magicians
and Enchanters perform nothing but what was
to ke naturallj expected from fuch beings, af-
ter w2 had once granted them exiftence, and
dignified them with power. But, I thould ra-
. ther {uppofe that the very contrary is the truth:
of the fact. Tt is furely the firangene(s; the
unknown natore, the anomalous chara&er of
the fupernatural agents here employed, that
enables them to operate fo powerfully on our
hopes, fears, curiofities, {ympathies, aid, in
fhort, on ail the feelings of our hearts. We
fee men and women, who poflefs qualities to
recommend them to our favour, fubjé&ed to
the influence of bcings whofe good or ill will,
power of weaxrefs, attention or neglect, are
regulated by motives and circumftances which
we cannot comprek:end: and hence, we natur-
ally tremble for their fate, with the fame anxi-
ous concera, as we fhouid for a friend wander-
ing, ina dark night, amidft torrents and. pre-
cipices,—or preparing to land on a-ftrange
ifland, while he knew not whether he- thould
be received, on the {fhore, by cannibals wait-
ing to tear liim picce-meal, and devour him,—

or
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or by gentle beings, difpofed to cherifh hing
with fond hofpitality. Give the huran agents
whom you employ, qualities to command good
will and efteent; let their manners be natural,
and their fentiments the genuine effufions ‘of
the human heart, in fuch circumftances as fhiofe
_ they are placed-.in; and then, perhaps, the"
more fingular their adventures, the wilder the
{cenes in which they are expofed, the more
capricious the beings to whofe power they are
fubjected, and the more feemingly madequate |
the means’ by which all the changes intheir.
fate are accomplithed ; fo much the more ire
refiftibly will they engage, and tranfport, and
chain down the attention, and fway the paiﬁons
of the fpettator, or the reader.

ApD to thefe conﬂd'e;'tti(ms, that, befide the
advantages which they feem to derive from the
ftrangenefs of their texture, and from the novel-
ty and marvellous nature of the objets which
they exhibit ; thofe Eaftern Tales poflefs great
real merit of another fpecies. At times, even
amid the florid verbofity confpicuous in them,
as in other Oriental compofitions, fhéy afford
pleafing defcriptions of the fcenes of external
nature, The moft agitated workings of the
humran heart are often difplayed in them, with

a'—
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a mafterlyhand. Being a collection, they conw
4ain 2 medley of comic, tragic, and heroic
odventures, the very number and variety of
which -muft neceffarily give them confiderable
powerto pleafe. And, I know not if even the
gold, jewels, pearls, rubies, emeralds, the bales
of rich ftuffs, and fuperb pellices, the crowded
kans, luxurious gardens, and apartments beyond
defeription fumptuons, whichare {o liberally la-
vithed through thofe Tales, and {o oftentati-
oufly deferibed wherever they occur, have not
infenfibiy a greater influence in dazzling and
amufing the mind of the reader, than perhaps
- ¢he pupil-of tafte will be willing to allow.——
Such are the tales which I remember to have
eagerly preferred, -in the days of childith credu-
lity, to the Seven Wonders of the World, the
Adventures of Jack the Giant-Killer, the Story
of the Seven Wife Mafters, and even to the
Hiftory of the Nine Worthies :—And f{uch
feem to be the more ftriking peculiarities in
their character, bywhich they have pleafed, and
ftill continue to pleafe, almoft all ages,’ ali
ranks, and all different capacities,

Literary impofition has been frequently at-
tempted with great fuccefs; and it was doubt-
¢d by many, -for fome time after the publica~

‘ tion
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tion of the Arabian Nights Enitertaimnents, that,
although reprefented as compofitions of the

Eaft, they had been aGtually fabricated in Eu-
~ rope. Inftances have not been wdnting, to juf-
tify this fufpicion. It was ufual among the
claflical fcholars who flourithed about the wra
of the revival of Letters, to try their proficien-
cy, by producing forgeries in the names of their
favourite Greek or Roman authors, with which
they now and then a&ually deceived one ano~
ther. It had been ufual, too, among the So~
phifts of antiquity, to compofe declamations
and epiftles in the names of celebrated perfon-
ages, the incidents of whofe lives afforded them
fuitable materials: and it is well known what
critical hardinefs and acumen the doughty
Bentley ~difplayed, in detecting the forgery
of the epiftles of Phalaris. The letters of
the Turkifh Spy, the Caftle of Otranto, the
Poems - of Rowley, not to name innumer-
able other works of the fame caft,-are good
proofs, that the Literati of the prefent age,
have not loft either the {pirit or the power
of literary impofition. But the charafer of
the Arabian Tales is fo truly Eaftern;'th_ey
bear fo many marks which no European hand
could have imprefled, and carry in them fo
much of that internal evidence which enforces

. TOL. I b conviCtion,
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conviction, {till more powerfully than the ftronga’
eft external teftimony 5 that one could hardly
have thought it poffible for men of learning to
remain long in doubt about their authenticity,
had. not a writer of no lefs eminence than Dr
Beattie, even within thefe laft eight or ten
vears, exprefled himf{clf uncertain whether they
were tranflated or fabricated by M. Galland.
However, the Doctor's doubts have probably
been fatisfied by this time 5 for, indePendently‘
of the King of France’s library, in which the
originals have been long depofited, the authen~
ticity of thefe Tales has been fully proved by
Colonel Capper; and an Arabic copy of them
is-at this very time, I believe, in the hands of
the learned: Dr Jofeph White of Oxford. . It
was once even talked, that the Britith public
might fooner or later be favoured with.a tranfe
lation of them from the original language by
the Doctor’s pen ; in which they would difplay
more of a genuine Oriental caft, and retain
more of their native graces, than in the verfion
of Galland 3 who, as is common with his coun-
trymen, upon fimilar occafions, has given too
much of a Frenchified air to the Eaftern man.
ners and modes of addrefs. But, as Major
Davy has returned to the Eaft, Mr Badcock s
dead, and Dr Parr now immerfed in politics

and
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and preface-writing 3 there is fome reafon to
fear, that good Dr White, thus deprived of the
afliftants of his former ftudies, and harafled by
the Jaborious adtivity of a college life, may be
deterred from accomplifhing {o arduous a taik.

THe following volumes come indeed in a
queftionable fhape.” Tor, why, it may be afk-
cd, have not Dom Dennis Caavis and M,

CazoTTE, ftood forward perfonally to ftate the
circumftances of their undertaking 7 'Why has

it been left to namelefs Editors to affert the au-

. thenticity of thefe Tales, and explain their¢one
nection with the Thoufand and One Nights ?—
But, this notwithftanding, thefe additional
. Tales are undoubtedly genuine. .I have not
been informed whether they make a part of Dr
White’s copy; but T believe they are well
knowri to be in the King of France’s library, as
is reprefented in the advertifement by the
Trench Lditors. However, the great evidence
of the authenticity of thefe, as of the former
Tales, is internal. The fcenery, charaéters, .
incidents, manners, cuftoms, allufions, and
caft of compofition, are all Oriental. As-g
painter may fketch the outline, and hit the
leading features of a countenance, while he
fails in the nicer touches, and cannot commue
| ba - nicate
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nicate that charadleriftic air which givss unity
and refemblance to the whole s fo, in all the
imitations of the Orental ftyle of writing,
which we have vet feen, there has ftiil been
fomewhat of an European complexion: The
prominences and great outlines have been fuc- -
cefsfully imitated 5 but the delicate finifhing,
the due proportion of lights and fhades, jultly
intermingled, have ftill been wanting to com-
pleic the deception. It is indeed from minute
znd accidental particulars, which to a forger or
mitator will not naturally appear of fufficient
conftquence to be attended to, that the ge-
nuinenefs of any compofition is beft 2fcertained,
From fuch particulars have the beft proofs of
the authority of the Gofpels been drawn. *And
the circumitance, of an unconneéted memo-
randum having been written acrofs one of the
celebrated léiters of Queen Mary, has ever ap-
peared to me zn almoft irrefragable proof of
the zuthenticisy, at leall, of that letters To fuch
in:ernal evidence, therefore,would I appeal in
fupport of the authenticity cof the following
Tales. They are entirely Eaftern in their
whole firuCture. I have been able to obferve no-
thing ia them, which can be confidered as having
flipped from a Frenchman’s pen, at fome mo-
ment when he happened to forget that he was
writing
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writing in an affumed chafaler and manner.
I have even remarked,” fingular as the circum-
ftance may appear, that while every thing is cor=
teétly Oriental in the test, the two Tranflators
have fometimes.commiitted errors of ignorancein
their attempts to exphin difficulties and peculi-
. arities in the notes. Upon the whole, were I
to hazard a conje€ture, I thould fuppofe that
. advantage may have been taken of the popula-
vity of the Arabian Nights Entertainments, and
- thefe mew ftories interwoven into the fame
texture, in order to give them the fame currens
cy: but Eaftern they undoubtedly are.

THER merits, as Tales, and as Compofitions,
are certainly not inferior to thofe of the .fore
mer. They ate, like thofe, 2 medley of comic,
tragic, and heroic Tales. Their machinery- is
the fame,” and employed with equal fkill.
They feem to afford feveral jufter and happier
difpliys of the difcriminations of perfonal cha-
 ralter. The ftories of Haroun Alrafchid and
the Fair Zutulbé, of Simouftapha and Ilfetil~
fone, of Giafar and Chebib, and of the Gal-
lant Habib, are certainly among the molt amu-
ding which are any where to:be met with, Yet
it is not to be expected that they fhall be read
- with the fame eagérnefs as the former Arabian

b3 . Tales.
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Tales. The ftrangenefs and ‘the. novelty-are-
now worn off. We are now too familiar with
the Genies, Magicians, Boxes and Rings; to
view them with the fame- gowly admiration
and curiofity, as when they were firlt introdu-
ced to us. We know what. they can do, and

are therefore likely to be-lefs anxious- about.
what they may do. :

I' canxot boaft of having executed this:
Tranflation with the happieft kill. T was wil-
ling to employ all the pains I could ‘upon it:
But my Bookfellers. have found themfelves
obliged to hurry forward the book, and to'urgé-
my progrefs with fuch earneftnefs,. that,. mean

as the character is, of a Tranflator. from. n.
Tranflation, I am much afraid that my prefent-
appearance will do but little credit even to this. -
charaéter. Tam, however, conlcious of hays
ing hozze{‘tlyl done 2ll I could. And vyet, it is
mortifying to think, that, lere at leaft, a blun~
dering Tranilator will lefs readily be, pardoned,
fince the Priacipies of Tranflation have been fo.
ably explained in zn ancnymous effay, publifh.
ed laft Summer, which, whoever be its author,
s certainly a fine monument of elegant erudis. .
tion, and of delicacy of tafte,.

FOR
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For the tranflation of the Fourth Volume,
I am indebted to a Gentleniun, whofe manner
of expreflion, and fidelity to the original, ren-
der what he has obligingly performed, a credit
to the whole.,
R. HERON..

EDINBURGH,} |
March 6, 1792, §
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BY

THE FRENCH EDITORS.
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FEW works of fancy have been better receiya -
ed by the public,; or more univerfally read,
. than the former volumes of thé Thoufand and
One Nights, tranflated from the Arabic by M.
Galland. This writer, however, informs us
in his preface, that his work is not a complete
tranilation, but contains only a fourth part * of
| the

* Yet, witha degree of inconfiftency commen en::mgh a=
mong tranflators, A4, Galland fays, in the laft page of his
book, ¢ A thoufand and one nights bad clapfed,” &ec.; but
this affertion is put down, only to give the work the air of
being complete, It cannot fignify that he had given all the
Tales of the whole Thoufand and One Nights wfor, from the
* two hundred and thirty-fixth Night, with which two thirds of
his hook are filled np, (and according to {ome editions, from
the hundred and ninety feventh), he neglefts the original
plan of dividing the Tales. Nothing is more certuin, or ea-
fier to be fatisfactorily proved, than that there was not a
complete copy of the original Arabic in France’in M. Gal-
land’s days.  Befides, it is eafy to prove the authority of this
Continuation, from the exiftence of the complete manufcript;'
in the King of France's library, as well as from the teftimony
of the learned Arabian who placed it in that repofitory, and.
of the man of letters who affifted him in the tranflation,,

b -

-
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the original Arabic Colletion ; the remainder
of which had not at that time been obtained
from the Eaft. "But a copy of the whole has
been fince brought into Europe, and "depofited
in the King of France’s library, by Dom Den-
n1s CHavis, a native Arab, and prieft of the
congregation of St Bahl, who ‘was invited to
Paris by Government, and enjoyed the patron-
age of Baron Breteuil, a minifter diftinguithed
" for his extenfive and enlightened views of poli-
cy, and for his zéal to promote the advance-
ment of the arts and {ciences. ‘That leirned
Arabian was induced to undertake the tatk of
enriching our literature with a tranflation of
the remaining part of the Thoufand and One
Nights. That he might do*the fuller juflice to -
his originals, in tranflating them into a fangtfage
which was not vernacular to himfelf, he accept-
ed the affiftance cf M. CazotTE, well known
as the author of the poem of Olfjvier, of the
Diable Amsureus, of the Lord Iﬂqhi.'ampz"ﬂ, and of
various other produttions which have been
well received by the public.

It may be prefumed that the beauties of the
origimal have been faithfully transfufed into
the verfion, by an able Tranflator, %ealous to do

honour to his Country and to his Native
' Language 3
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* Language ; and that they can have loft nothing
in the hands of M. Cazotte,. whofe own works
are fo eminently diftinguithed by gaiety, deliv
cacy, wit, and’ Attic elegance.

WE are therefore perfuaded, that this Contis
nuation of the Thoufand and One Nights, which
we now prefent to the public, will not be found
inferior to the former volumes tranflated by M,
Galland. The fame variety of matter, the
{fame wild play of imagination, and the fame
power to arreft'and detain the attention, ¢has
racterize both. This is, as it were; the nar~
rative of another journey to explore the wide
regions of the Eaft, with which we are in ges
neral but very little acquainted. The whole
collection not only affords a moft anxuﬁng {pe=
cies of reading, but forms a body of valuable
information, concerning the religion, manners,
cuftoms, charatters, and principles of adtion

difplayed among the inhabitants of a great parte
of Afia, | g

-
L]

CON-



CONTENTS or VOL. 1L

; . PacE.
Tle Rebber-Caliph ; or Aduventures of Ha-
roun Alrofckid, with the Princefs of Per- 2
- Jiay aid the foir Zutulbé, = - 2

Tte Power of Defliny; - or Story of the
Journes of Giafar to Damafeus, comprebend-
ing tke adventures of Chebib and bis family 6o

TkeStery of Halechalbé and the Unbnown
Ledy - - - 156

Tle Idrt s or Story of Xuiloun - - 220



ARABIAN TALES:
BEING A
CONTINUATION

OF THE

THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHTS.

i..-.n-u—E-—-—l-i—-—u—-—- -

YHE ftory of the Sultan of Perfia, and the
two jealous fifters, feemed to have afford-
ed great pleafure to Sultan Schahriar, whofe ¢uri-
ofity was ftill to be kept up by a fucceflion of
interefting tales: ., '

& Sifter,” - faid Dinarzade to Scheherazade,
¢ this matriage of Khofroufchah, and the feries
of interefting events conneted with it; lead me
to recolleét the marriage of the Caliph Haroun
Alrafchid with the princels of Perfia, and the
fair Zutulbé, which, in the fame manner, took
- place after fome of thofe¢ nocturnal rambles
~through Bagdad, with which he fo often amufed

himfelf in difguife. I have been much enter-
tained when you told me the ftories of thefe mar<
fiages, and have no doubt but we thould find
them diverting, if you would now repeat them.”.
¢ Sifter,” replied the fair Suitana, ¢ I have al-
ways been too much interefted in the adventureg
of Haroun Alrafchid, to forget any circumftance
of the incidents of his life that has been handed
down to us, If my Loﬁ, the Sultan, choofes to

VOL. L honou;:' :
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honour me with his attention, I {hall immediate-
ly gratify your curiofity.”—~The Sultan teftified
his wifh to hear the relation; and Scheherazade
began in thefe words.

T2 RoBBER-CALIPH 5 o5, Adventures of Haroun

Alrafchid, with the Princefs of Perfia, and the
Jarr Zutulbé.

'THE nobles, the viziers, and even feveral of the
tributary princes, were affembled at Bagdad, up-
on the occafion of the feftival of Haraphat *, to
join in the celebration of the ufual folemnities.
No expence was fpared, no rite omitted, that
could give dignity to the ceremonies of religion,
or fplendour to the Caliph’s court.  Melodious
voices refounded through the wide concave of
the high mofque; perfumes thed a rich fragrance
through the air; the blood of viGtims befprinkled
the altar, areund which ftood the different orders
of the priefthood : nothing, in {hort, was want-
g, that could ferve to exprefs to heaven and
earth the piety of the Commander of the faithful,
the greateft of the foversigns of the world. But
the ceremonies were tedious. Haroun was, more-
over, fatigued by receiving and attending to the
homage of {o many princes and nobles’; and, at
1aft, abfolutely overpowered with wearinefs and
impatience,

¢ Giafar,” faid he, addreffing himfelf to his
grand vizier, the chief of the Barmecide family,
* the feftival of our great Prophet fhould infpire
the heart with joy; yet, in fpite of all my endea-
vours againt i, 1 feel a depreflion of fpirits gain-

ing

* The Mufolman feftival of Haraphat is chiefly diftinguifhed -
Ry the offering of apimal facrifices. :
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ing upon me. Amidft the pomp and brilliancy
of this numerous affembly, I am opprefled with
unaccountable diffatisfaction and chagrin. Ineed.
fomething to divert me: But, in a day like this,
I may indulge in nothing, not immediately bene-
ficial to my people. You and T will difguife
outfelves, and go into Bagdad ; we will there
diftribute alms among the poor, and feek out ob-
jects of misfortune whom we may relieve. " L
with to {ce with my own eyes, whether the people
be happy under my government,—whether the
officers of juftice and of the police do their
duty.” .
Giafar was ready to obey the withes of the
Caliph. They went together into a fecret apart--
ment, changed their drefs, and, taking each a
thoufand pieces of gold, fallied forth from the -
palace. They pafled through the ftreets and
fquares of the city, and gave alms to every poor
perfon they met with. Palling through one.
quarter, of the city, they found a wonian fitring
on the pavement, in the middle of the ftreet: the
held out her hand to the Caliph, and afked his:
charity for the love of God. The prince was:
firuck with the beauty of the arm held out té -
him : it was exquifitely turned, and white as ala-.
baftar. He gave Giafar a piece of gold for her,
which the vizier put into her hand. |

"The woman, upon receiving this prefent, fhut
her hand upon it; but, feeling by its fize and
weight, that it was not one of thofe fmall pieces.
which are ufually given in alms, {he removed her.
fingers, and faw it to be gold. Immediately
calling aloud after Giafar—

“ Oh! handfome young man,” faid the, af-
foon as he was near enough to hear her,

A2 LY $
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¢ it 1s gold that you have given me. Do
vou intend it as alms? or, have you fome other
purpofe ¢ It is not I, Madam, that made the
prefent,” replied Giafar, ¢ but the young man
who is with me.” ¢ Pray, intreat him,” return- -
ed the woman, “to explain his reafons for this
extraordinary liberality 7 Giafar mentioned the
urgency of the woman’s requeft to the Caliph,
and was ordered to bid her make herfelf eafy as
to the motives of his benevolence; for they were
none other but charity and the love of God. ¢ As
this is the cafe, tell my benefactor,” replied the
woman, ¢ that I fhall offer my prayers to God,
that his Iife may be prclonged.”

‘The Caiiph, informed by Giafar, in ‘what man-
ner the woman had received his prefent, and
what withes the had formed for the welfare of
the giver, fent him inftantly back to her, ¢ Afk,”
{aid Haroun, ¢ whether fhe is married: if fhe
is unmarried, tell her, that I propofe to take her
to wife.”

Giafar delivered the meffage. The woman re-
plied, that fthe was unmarried, and willing to
marry a young man who had thewn her fo much
kindnefs, if he were rich enough to allow her a
fuitable dowry. “ Who can this woman be,”
added Giafar, as he repeated this anfwer to his
mafter, * who doubts of the commander of the
faithinl’s ability to affign her a dowry ?”

“ ¥y difguife excules her,” faid the Caliph;
¢ Jearn from her, what dowry fhe defires,” The
grand vizier obeyed: the woman’s aniwer was,
¢ My dowry muit be equal to a year’s tribute of
the cities of Ifpahan and Karafin,”

At this reply, Giafar was fomewhat furprifed.
'The Caliph had gone on towards the palace.

Giafar
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Giafar haftened after him, to give an account of”
the lady’s demand. The Caliph {eemed to be-,
fatisfied : *¢ Return,” faid he, ¢ and let her-
know, what muft furely aftonifh her, thatI ace
cept her terms.” :

The grand vizier immediately returns to the
fair unknown, and delivers the Caliph’s meflage..
“ 'Who may this be,” faid fhe, ** who is able to. .
give fuch a dowry.? What, pray, are his qualities.

and his dignity
! “ He of whom I{peak,” replied Giafar, ¢ ig.
Haroun Alrafchid, Commander of the faithful.”*

At the name of the Caliph making her fuch a
propofal, the woman rofe, and, covering hexfelf
with her clothes, that the might appear with the-
more decency and modefty before the vizier, gave-
thanks to God, and faid, ** If he be the Caliph;
who afks me in marriage, I fhall be pleafed to be-.
long to him: you may fignify to him my con..
fent.” Giafar gives an account to the Caliph of
this laft converfation, and deferibes, in two.
words, her carriage, zir, and manner. The Ca-.
liph gives immediate orders to one of the moft vea.
nerable women in his palace, to go with a num-
ber of flaves to find this unknown fair one, andi
cenduct her to the baths in the palace.

When fhe came out of the bath, they clothed:
her in gay attire. Her drefs was fet off with:
diamondsy and rich jewels of all forts.  She was.
conduéted into one of the beft apartments in the
palace. The chief of the eunuchs went imme-.
diately to inform the Caliph, that his ‘orders were:
obeyed ; upon which the Caliph ordered him to.
bring the cadi to execute the marriage-contradl.

When evening came, Haroun retired to his:
wifd's apartments. She, on perceiving him, prof-

3}

s : " trated;
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erated herfelf before him, and, in ardent Tap-
guage, exprefled her gratitude for his condefcen-
fion and goodnefs. The Caliph, fitting down,
made her fit befide him, and afked, * Madam,
who-is your father? What family are you of,
to have afked me fo large a dowry "

¢ Prince of the faithful,” replied {he, modeft~
Iy cafting her eyes on the ground, * you fes-
before you, a defcendant from Kaffera-Aboche=
roan: reverle of fortune, and my unhappy defti-.
ny, reduced me to the ftate in which you found
mc.“

“ Princefs,” replied the Caliph, « you are
grand-daughter to Xaffera, fo difhonourably fa-
mous for the deeds of tyranny with which he
difgraced his reign. He exefcifed the moft
ihocking cruelties upon his fubjets.”

“ It was that tyranny,” retarned the princefs,

> which reduced his children to beg their bread.”

“ But,” returnnd the Caliph, “ I haye been,
affured, that he at length faw his errors and paf-.
fionate excefles in their true light, and, in the
end of hisreign, ruled with great moderation,,
and diftributed juftice with fuch impartiality,,
that the beafts: of the field, and the fowls of
heaven, fhared his bounty.”™

“ And for this, t00,” replied the Princefs,
 God now rewards his. pofterity, by raifing a
daughter of his from the ftreets, to the honour
of wife to the Commander of the Faithful.”

Haroun Alrafchid was. much moved.by {p {en-
fible a reply :  He clafped herin his arms, and,
teftified, by the moft tender embraces, how he,
was pleafed. with the conqueft he had: made.,
But his happinefs was {oon interrupted by a dif-.
agreeable reflection,, '

% Pardan.
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¢ Pardon me, Princefls, if I am forced from.
your arms by a vow which I happen to have
made. I am at this moment the ‘moft unhappy
of men! "This morning, in the. ardour of my
zeal, and while I could have no idea what a
treafure fortune was to put in my way to-day,
I bound myfelf, ‘in honour of the Prophet, by a
folemn and irrevocable oath, not to cohabit, for
a whole. year, with the firt woman whom 1
fhould marry. , You cannot conceive how bit-
terly I now feel my imprudence; but I could
not forefee what a felicity it was to - deprive
me of; and you, whofe devotion feems fo pure,
- muft perceive, that the vow which I have utter-
ed is facred, and join with me in concesting,
how to reconcile it beft with my happinefs.” -

The lady, whatever impreflion thefe words
might make upon' her mind, could only exprefs
her refignation and confent, by bowing her head,
and cafting her eyes on the ground. The Caliph
“retired. He had difcovered in the Perfian prin«
cefs fo much merit, and fo many charms, that
he could not help. promifing himfelf much hap-
piuefs in a more intimate intercourfe with her,
But, continuing firm to his oath, he wpuld not
expofe himfelf to the temptation to break it;
and from this moment, therefore, he ceafed to
fee her; only took care, that fuch attention
fhould be paid to her, that the might fee that the
was neither negleéted nor forgotten, and that
the Caliph, although he had now time to reflek
upon the choice which he had made, did not re.
pent of it. _

The year came, at length, to an end. The
laft day of it was the anniverfary of the high

feflival of Flaraphat. The Caliph, Giafar his,
; grand,
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grand vizier, and Mefrour, chief of his eunuchs, -
went together into Bagdad. They went through.
the ftreets in difguife ; and every thing appeared:
to be in good order. _-

Returning to the palace, the Caliph paffed
nearby a paftry-cook’s thop, which had fuch an
air of neatnefs, that he became curious to try
the paftry, of which great abundance was fet
out for fale, and which had the moft inviting af-
pect and {mell.

As {oon as Haroun regained his apartment, he'
directed one of his officers to repair to the cook’s.
fhop, and to order an hundred cataifi*. The
officer executed the Caliph’s commiffion 5 and,
after feeing the hundred cataifs made in his pre~
fence, had them. carried to the palace. No foon-
er had the Caliph received the paftry, than he
put 2 piece of gold into each cataif, covered them
with piftachio nuts, firewed them. with fugar,
and fent the whole to his wife, the Perfian prin-
cefs; giving her notice, at the fame time, that.
as the year of his vow was now expired, the
Commander of the Faithful would fpend the
night with lier. The cunuch who conveyed the
meflage, had orders, at the fame time, to en-
quire, whether there were any thing elfe in.
which the Caliph could gratify the wiflies of the.
princefs ? ¢ Nothing,” replied thie grand-daugh-
ter of Kaflera: ¢ to fee the Caliph, will com-.
pletely gratify all my wifhes.” ,

Haroun was much pleafed with {o prudent a
reply. Bui, being very defirous of doing fome-
thing which might particularly oblige his young
wife, he ordered Mefrour to infift that fhe {hould

\ think

& Cataifs are 3 fort of fmall tarts,
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think of fomething in -which he might do her
pleafure. ' ‘

¢« Since the Caliph,” replied the to Mefrour,
¢ 15 {o kind, tell him, that I fhould wifh to have
a thoufand pieces of gold, and a confidential fe-
“male {ervant to attend me into the city, where I
may give alms, in difguife, to the poor; in
whof€¢ number, only a year ago, I myfelf was
one.” :

The Caliph, fmiling at-the requeft,.gave or-
ders that it {hould be immediately complied with,
The princefs and her female attendant pafs
through the ftreets of Bagdad, and give alms up-
on all fides, till the thoufand pieces of gold are
wholly diftributed. ‘
. The day was exceffively hot. The princefs,
on her return to the palace, felt herfelf exceed-
ingly thirfty. - She mentioned her uneafinefs to
her companion, The latter, perceiving a water.
carrier, propofed that he fhould be called. ¢ I
cannot bear, however,” faid the lady, * to drink
out of the fame wveflel that 15 at the command
of every perfon in the ftreets, without diftinc-
tion.” o

They then advanced to the gate of a palace,
The attendant was no fooner at the gate, which
was fhut with doors of fandal wood, than fhe
perceived, through an open window, a golden
luftre, fufpended in the porch, from a chain of
the fame metal. A currain, richly embroidered,
hung before ; and two fophas of the fineft mar-
ble, one on the right fide, the other on the left
of the gate, formed the reft of the furniture of
the apartment. ~ -

After obferving thefe things, the attendant
knocked at the door. It was immediately apeg—

' cd.
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ed. A young man, richly drefled, prefenting
himfelf, afked what he could do to ferve her.
** My Lord,” replied the, ¢ you fee my daugh-
ter: fhe is fainting with thirflt ; but {he cannot
endure to drink out of a water-carrier’s pitcher,
You will do us a fingular favour, in giving her a
glals of water.” :

¢¢ It {hail be done in 2 moment, Madam,” re-
plied the young man. He, upon this, difap-
peared, and in an inftant returned with a golden
cup full of water, which he prefented to the
woman. oShe delivered it to the princefs; who,
taking it in her hand, turned towards the wall,
and fatisfied her thirft, The woman thanked
him, for herfelf, and in the name of her pretend-
ed daughter; and the two ladies, retiring toge-
ther, returned to the palace.

When the Commander of the faithful had ar-
ranged the tarts on the plate, ag above mention-
ed, hc at the fame time enjoined the eunuch to
tell the princefs, that he fent her this prefent as
a pledge and fign of peace. The chief =unuch,
the bearer of the prefent and the meffage, not
knowing in what manner the paftry had been
fecretly fedfoned by the Caliph, or of how much
importance it was, and thinking nothing more of
it than as a véry ordinary piece of gallantry, did
not deliver the meffage precifely in the Caliph's
words. He imagined, that his chief bufinefs
was, to announce the Caliph’s intention of vifiting
her; and the princefs, equally concerned about
this point only, directed the paftry to be fet
‘dowst upon a table in her apartment ; and paid
no farther heed 1o it.

Upon her return home, after diftributing her
alms, the obferved the paftry, and conceived

that
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that it might make a very proper recompenfe to
the perfon who had given her the glafs of water. -
Addrefling her female attendant, therefore,-the
bade her, “ Carry that plate of tarts immediately,
and in your own name, to the young -man to
whom I am obliged for the glafs of water, which
he gave in fo handfome a manner.” .

The woman went immediately with the paftry.
She found the young man’ fitting upon one of
the fophas in the porch : * My daughter and L,”
faid the, * are much obliged to you for your
kindnefs and politenefs. Accept, in return, this
paltry, as a mark of our gratitude,” '

“ Since it is your plealure, Madam, to ac-
knowledge fo trifling a fervice. in fo handfome a
manner, I fhould be afraid of difobliging you,
by a refufal to accept your prefent: put it upon
the fopha,” This fliort interview ended: with
fome compliments upon both fides, and the wo-
man returned to the palace.

At this very inftant, the watchman of that
quarter of the city came to wait on the youn
man, and pay him the compliments ufual at the
fealt of Haraphat; and, as he ended; afked the
gift of the feafon. 'P'ake that plate of cataifs, faid
the young man. The watchman joyfully accept-
ed the prefent, kifled his benefaltor’s hand, and
returned to his own houfe, very well pieafed.

‘The watchman’s wife, upon feeing him come
in with fo large and fplendid a plate, cried out,
“ Where had you that plate. hufband ! Are you
fuch an unhappy wretch as to have ftolen -t #”
‘¢ No, wife,” replied the watchman, ¢ the Ha.
zeb *, that high officer of the Calipl’s, - gave it

me

- * The Hazeb is the firft gentleman of the Caliph's beg-
chamber.

*
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me 1n a prefent—God preferve his life! Let us °
eat up the cataifs. What dainties they are 1”

“ Glutton that thou art I anfwered his wife,
 Wouldft thou dare to touch what muft have
coft fo higha price? Go, fell them and the plate
‘together : {uch delicacies are not for poor people
like us.- With the money which you will receive
for them, we may buy provifions fitter for the
ufe of our family.”

“ Wife ! wife !” returned the watchman,
 God has fent us the tarts; I am determined
to eat them.”

“ You fhall not tafte one of them,” replied
the wife, in a tone of rage : * Your fon has nei-
ther cap nor thoes ; I am almoft naked; and you
yourfelf are in rags.  Go inftantly, fell the plate,
and 21l that is upon it, and bring home the mo-
ne '?’

z.F‘L'he watchman, being thus ebliged to yield to
his wife, went to the market, and put the plate
into the hands of 2 public crier. A merchant
purchafed it at a certain price, paid the crier, and
carried off his purchafe.

On his way home, he began to examine it
more particularly, and finding the name of Ha.
roun Alrafchid infcribed round the edge, returns
ed haftily to the market; and, feeking out the
crier, bade him,  Take back your plate which
you have ftolen from the emperor : Would you
ruin me, by bringing me under fufpicion of the
theft ?”

- The crier foon perceived the truth of what the
merchant alleged, read the charaers engraven
upon the edges of the plate, and, in the utmoft
confternation, haftened to the palace, demanded
admiffion into the prefence of the Caliph; and

fhewed
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. thewed him the tarts, with the piece of plate upa

on which they were placed. '

Haroun inftantly recognized the plate which
he had fent to the princefs of Perfia, to be ferved
up as one of the difhes in the collation which he
intended to‘take with her in the évening. That
great man had the fault of annexing, in his own
mind, too much importance to every thing that
he did. By the cazaifi he had expeted to-occa- .
fion an agreeable furprife to his new-married
fpoufe, and to furnifh her with ‘means for bein
Lberal to thofe about lier, while-the thould feem -
to diftribute only fo many tarts. ;°

The derangement of this little fcheme of gal-
Tantry was highly difpleafing to him by whom it
had been-contrived. Another more mortifying
refleftion at the fame time occurred ; a prefent,
fent dire&tly from his own hand, had been ne-
gledted and defpifed, notwithftanding the meflage
with which it had been accompanied. At the
thought, he became in a violent paflion againfk
the princefs.

¢ Tell,” faid.he to the crier in a furious tone,
¢ who gave you thefe ?” ¢ Moft potent Caliph,”
replied the crier, it was the watchman in fuch
a quarter of the city, who gave them to me to -
fell.” ‘

The Caliph ordered the- watchman. to be
brought, with his head and feet bare, and in
chains. The man was feized, fettered with the
{everity which had been enjoined, and carried
before the Caliph. The poor wretch, feeing
kim{elf reduced to this condition, began to ex="
claim againft his wife with bitter imprecations,
“ Accuried creature,” faid he, ¢ formed to betray
man, even by thy endeavours to ferve him 3 even

voL. I . B whes
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when thy advice feems to be good, it f10uld not
be trufted ! Why didft thou not {affer e to eat
thofe cataifs I no harm could then have happened
me. Dut thou waft determined to be thrifty,
and a good houfe-Wwife. Thy drefs loft thee thy
firlt hufband j and thy drefs will continue to oc-
cafion miichief, till thy laft be gone. Here am
I expeled o the indignation of the prince of all
the carth.—Come, give me thy advice at prefent,
kow I may beft extricate myfelf from my peril-
ous fituation if any thing good can poflibly
proceed out of thy meuth, which is ever uttering
falfehood.” .. ;

The Caliph interrupted thefe complaints, by
afking the watchmean, who had given him the
plate of tarts 7 “Tell, wretch,” faid the angry
monarch, ¢ tell the truth, if thou wouldeft fave
thy hfe.”

““ Oh! commander of the faithful I ‘cried the
rrembling watchman,  let your highnefs fuf
pend your refentment, and not deftroy the inno-
cent with the guiley I It was your officer, Hazeb
Yemaleddin, who gave me the plate for my Ha-
raphat gift.”

At the name of Temezleddin, the Caliph’s rage
feemed to be redoubled. e ordered that officer
to be breught before him, with his head and feet
bare, his hands bound, and the muflin of his tur-
ban tied about his neck. The fame decree bore,
that the houfe of this officer thould be razed to
the ground, znd his gocds and furniture. confif-
cated. .

Thofe who were charged with the execution
of this decree, proceeded immediately to find
the Hazeb, invefted his houfe, and knocked at
the gate. He was the firlt to open it himfelf:

But,



