
PO555 International Organisation: The UN System                               
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 90% Exam, 10% Coursework        
                                                       
             

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn I     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150
Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the role of the United Nations in international relations from its creation to 
the present.

2. Understand and critically assess the role of the UN in the area of human rights.

3. Appreciate the diversity and scope of UN activities in world politics.

4. Critically assess changes in how the UN responds to its core objective of maintaining international peace and security.

Method of Assessment
50% Coursework - Essay, 2500 words (40%)
50% Exam (2hrs)

Preliminary Reading
Thakur, Ramesh. The United Nations, Peace and Security: From Collective Security to the Responsibility to Protect. 2nd 
edition (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2017).

Weiss, Thomas G. and Sam Daws, Eds. The Oxford Handbook on the United Nations. 2nd edition (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2018).

Mingst, Karen A., Margaret P. Karns and Alynna J. Lyon. The United Nations in the 21st century. Dilemmas in World 
Politics. 5th edition (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2017).

Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module explores the origins, evolution and role of the United Nations (UN) in world politics. The aim is to understand 
how and why states and other actors participate in the UN. The module further explores the extent to which the United 
Nations is able to achieve its stated goals of maintaining peace and security, achieving cooperation to solve key 
international problems, and promoting respect for human rights. The module examines the work of key UN organs, 
agencies, and member states in a variety of issue areas, with the aim of critically assessing the successes, challenges, and 
failures of the United Nations.

PO563 Foreign Policy Analysis and Management                                  
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
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1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 90% Exam, 10% Coursework        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 80% Exam, 20% Coursework        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22

Private study hours: 128

Total study hours: 150

Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1 . have gained a sound knowledge and critical understanding of the principal aspects of foreign policy and foreign policy 
analysis as a subject area integrated into International Relations.

2 . be familiar with the constituents of the foreign policy system: actors, the system (internal and external) and the complex 
series of motivational factors that lead to foreign policy implementation.

have gained understanding of the relationship between foreign policy and diplomacy and of the continuing changes to 
diplomacy after 1945.

4 . be familiar with the theories of IR that have augmented foreign policy theory and the variations of foreign policy analysis 
itself.

5. explain the role of decision-making, comparing the psychological vs. rational-actor perspectives, as well as the 
endogenous and exogenous factors that inform the construction and direction of foreign policy.

6. explain current foreign policy issues of diverse actors such as China, Japan, the US, Britain, and the EU.

Method of Assessment
* Essay, 3000 words, 50%
* Exam, 2 hours, 50%

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework

Preliminary Reading
* S. Smith, Amelia Hadfield, and Time Dunne (eds) Foreign Policy: Theories. Actors, Cases. 3rd edition. Oxford University 
Press, 2016.

* C. Alden and A. Aran, Foreign Policy Analysis: New Approaches, Routledge, 2011

* D. Beach. Analyzing Foreign Policy. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012

* C. Hill, Foreign Policy in the Twenty-First Century . 2nd edition Palgrave Macmillan, 2006.

* M. Webber and M. Smith, Foreign Policy in a Transformed World, Prentice Hall, Pearson Education, 2002.

* V. Hudson, Foreign Policy Analysis: Classic and Contemporary Theory, Rowman&Littlefield, 2nd ed. 2013

Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module examines the complex relationship between foreign policy analysis and foreign policy practice. It does so by 
exploring shifting approaches to making and examining foreign policy, including the contributions of IR theory to Foreign 
Policy Analysis. Historical antecedents of foreign policy as a practice are examined via exploring international actors, the 
system they inhabit (both internal and external), and the motivations that inform their individual actions and collective 
interactions. FPA is not as a single theory, capable of generating an overarching framework that can explain or help to 
understand actors' choices in all situations. The module will instead compare and contrast different FPA theories, often 
derived from IR theories, and critically assess their analytical advantages and weaknesses in applying them to "real world" 
examples. The module explores some major events or crises, such as the Iraq War and the South China Sea dispute, 
attempting to get an overview of the foreign policies of different states across international society, such as China, the 
United States, Japan, and Britain.

PO566 Europe and the World                                                    
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
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1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22

Private study hours: 124

Total study hours: 150

Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

8.1: Understand the complex inter-relationship between Europe and the rest of the world, with particular reference to the 
debates surrounding the issues of globalisation and integration;

8.2: Identify, analyse and assess the impact of contemporary global economic, political, environmental and security 
developments on Europe;

8.3: Compare and contrast the response of European states to these global challenges, both through their national foreign 
policies and collectively through the European Union;

8.4: Assess the extent of the 'Europeanisation' of the foreign policies of EU member states and explain the differences 
between states and policy areas;

8.5: Analyse and explain the development of the external economic and political policies of the European Union and assess 
their impact on the rest of the world;

8.6: Critically assess the EU's success in achieving its policy goals and engage in the theoretical discourse on such issues 
as normative power, the capabilities/expectations gap, identity, and fortress Europe;

8.7: Effectively present well-informed arguments both orally and in writing on the theoretical and empirical issues raised by 
the analysis of the inter-relationship between Europe and the world.

These specific learning outcomes contribute to achieving the general aims of our undergraduate programmes, which aim to:

* ensure that students acquire knowledge and understanding of theories and analysis in a supportive and responsive 
learning environment

* develop students' capacities to think critically about political events, ideas and institutions

* provide a curriculum supported by scholarship, staff development and a research culture that promotes breadth and depth 
of intellectual enquiry and debate

* assist students to develop cognitive and transferable skills relevant to their vocational and personal development
Method of Assessment
Seminar Participation 15% 
Essay, 3,000 words 35% 
Exam, 2 hours, 50% 

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
Amin, A. and Thrift, N.: Globalization, Institutions and Regional Development in Europe (1994) 

Axtmann, R.: Globalization and Europe: Theoretical and Empirical Investigations (1998) 

Bertherton, C. and Vogler, J.: The European Union as a Global Actor (1999). 

Coleman, W. and Underhill, G.: Regionalism and Global Economic Integration (1998) 

Dent, C.: The European Economy: The Global Context (1997). 

Held, D. et al. : Global Transformations: Politics, Economics and Culture (1999). 

Manners, I.: Europe and the World: between Integration and Globalisation (2003).
Pre-requisites
POLI6110 (PO611) The Politics of the European Union
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Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module focuses on the external dimension of European politics, exploring the inter-relationship between Europe and 
the rest of the world. Key issues that will be addressed will be the impact of global developments and issues on Europe, the 
international significance of European integration and the role of Europe in the new world order. 'Europe' will be 
disaggregated by examining the foreign policies of some of the major European states as well as the development of the 
European Union as a global actor. It will compare and contrast the response of European states to global challenges and 
assess the extent of the ‘Europeanisation’ of the foreign policies of EU member states. The growing role of the EU in 
international affairs will be examined through a number of case-studies related to specific states/regions or policy areas. 
Throughout the course the analysis will be informed by reference to appropriate concepts and theories from political 
science and international relations with particular reference to those related to the debates surrounding the issues of 
globalisation and integration. 
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PO579 Post Communist Russia                                                   
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22

Private study hours: 128

Total study hours: 150

Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1: Contextualise Russia's post-Communist transition in the broader pattern of post-Cold War comparative politics

2: Understand the problems facing the development of democracy in Russia

3: Have a detailed understanding of the main institutions, political processes and policies (including economic, foreign, 
security and defence policy)

4: Identify the major political forces in contemporary Russia

5: Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of post-Communist Russian leadership

6: Be familiar with the works of the major writers about post-Communist Russia

7: Use appropriate political science concepts and theories in your analysis
Method of Assessment
* Assignment, 1500 words, 15%
* Essay, 3000 words, 35%
* Exam, 2 hours, 50%

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
* Gel'man, Vladimir, Authoritarian Russia: Analyzing Post-Soviet Regime Changes (Pittsburgh, University of Pittsburgh 
Press, 2015).

* Gill, Graeme, Building an Authoritarian Polity. Russia in Post-Soviet Times (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 
2015).

* Monaghan, Andrew, The New Politics of Russia: Interpreting Change (Manchester, Manchester University Press, 2016).

* Sakwa, Richard, Russian Politics and Society, 4th edn (London, Routledge, 2008).

* Sakwa, Richard, Putin Redux: Power and Contradictions in Contemporary Russia (London: Routledge, 2014).

* Wegren, Stephen (ed.), Putin’s Russia: Past Imperfect, Future Uncertain, 6th edn (Boulder, CO, Rowman & Littlefield, 
2015) (ebook available as well).

* White, Stephen, Richard Sakwa and Henry E. Hale (eds), Developments in Russian Politics 8, (Basingstoke, Palgrave, 
2014).
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
We examine the main challenges facing post-communist Russia and in particular assess the development of democracy. 
We discuss the main institutions and political processes: the presidency, parliament, federalism, elections, party 
development and foreign policy, as well as discuss Yeltin's, Putin’s and Medvedev's leadership. We end with a broader 
evaluation of issues like the relationship of markets to democracy, civil society and its discontents, nationalism, political 
culture and democracy and Russia's place in the world.
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PO590 Specialist Dissertation (2 units)                                       
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Whole Year H     30 (15) 100% Project                                 
                                                       

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Whole Year H     30 (15) 70% Project, 30% Coursework      
                                                       
            

Contact Hours
300 hours including: 20 hours lectures, 14 hours workshops, 8  hours student conference, 265 study hours

Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of the module, students will:

be familiar with the literature relevant to their research project;
be familiar with the theories, concepts and methods relevant to their research projects;
be able to examine and critically evaluate different theories and interpretations of political events, issues and solutions to 
political problems as required by their dissertation projects, and be able to support the evaluation with evidence and 
reasoning;
be able to conduct research independently by drawing on feedback from peers and academic supervisors, by exercising 
reflection and self-criticism, and by managing time and resources effectively;
be able to communicate the findings of their research effectively and fluently, both orally (in a conference setting) and in a 
substantial piece of writing (8,000-word dissertation);
be able to undertake analysis of complex areas of knowledge and make carefully constructed arguments and advocate 
solutions to practical and/or academic problems;
have independent learning ability required for further study or professional work.

Method of Assessment
100% coursework (specialist dissertation of 8000 words (70%), conference presentation (20%), dissertation outline (5%), 3 
x progress reports (5%))

Preliminary Reading
Booth, WX, Columb GG & Williams JM The Craft of Research (University of Chicago Press, 3rd edn 2008)

Restrictions
This module is only available to stage 3 students in the School of Politics and International Relations (single or joint 
Honours). Students must have an average of at least 60% in their stage 2 coursework to undertake this module. 

Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
PO590 gives students an opportunity to write an 8,000-word dissertation on a topic of their choice, thus allowing them to 
become specialists in the subject area they find most interesting. A series of lectures and seminars will guide students 
through the research process from turning research interests into proper research questions, to choosing a method, to 
designing the research, and to conducting the research. Students will also have supervisors who will be able to advise them 
on how to make effective progress with their projects. PO590 gives interested final-year students an opportunity to 
creatively apply what they have learned in their programmes in order to produce a ‘showpiece’ of academic work, which can 
be used as a writing sample in support of applications for jobs or admission to graduate studies. The module also includes 
the PO590 Student Conference (normally held on the Friday of the Spring term reading week), where students present their 
projects and preliminary findings.

Students with a poor record of coursework submission and with an average of coursework grades of less than 60% across 
all their Stage 2 modules will not be allowed to attend PO590. If you register for this module but fail to meet these conditions 
– good record of coursework submission and an average of 60% or higher in Stage 2 coursework grades – you will be 
asked to change your registration and select alternative modules.
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PO597 Governance & Politics of Contemporary China                             
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 60% Coursework, 40% Exam        
                                                       
             

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150
Department Checked
20.08.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. Understand the influence of revolutions on the evolution of China's political institutions;

2. Understand the predominant role of the Communist Party in ruling the country;

3. Analyse the pressing issues challenging the country in its path to development;

4. Understand China’s importance as a political power and a rising economic power in the emerging post-Cold War global 
order;

5. Use the knowledge earned from the study of China to inform comparative political studies.
Method of Assessment
*Temporary for 21-22 only*
Individual presentation (10%)
Essay, 3000 words (50%)
Exam, 2-hour (40%)

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework

Preliminary Reading
Tony Saich, Governance and Politics of China, 5th edition (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018).
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module aims to provide students with a critical introduction and review of China's political development from 1949 to 
today. Following a brief historical review of the evolution of the Chinese political system since 1949, this module is designed 
around two core blocks of study. 

The first block looks at the principal political institutions. They include the Communist Party, the government (State 
Council), the legislature (National People’s Congress) and the military (People’s Liberation Army). The second block 
examines the socio-political issues and challenges the country is facing in its ongoing development. They range from 
political participation and state-society relations, the cost of economic growth to environment and public health, tensions 
with ethnic minorities, the issues of nationalism and the relationship with Taiwan and Hong Kong, irredentism and territorial 
disputes with neighbouring countries, and finally China’s grand strategy of the Belt and Road Initiative.

A theme running through various lectures of this module is to ask why post-Mao China has performed better than many 
other authoritarian regimes in achieving both economic growth and political stability and acquiring international influence, 
despite the fact that China faces numerous mounting development challenges.
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PO611 Politics of the European Union                                          
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn I     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150
Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

8.1 be familiar with and understand the main constitutional and governmental structures of today's European Union

8.2 analyse and critically assess the origins and effects of these structures, by using the conceptual and theoretical tools of 
comparative politics, international relations and relevant sources

8.3 appreciate and explain the changing nature of the political process in the European Union and the role played by 
political parties, interest groups, social movements and public opinion

8.4 assess the role and influence of states on the political process of the EU

8.5 interpret and critically evaluate the main issues in the contemporary political debate in the EU.
Method of Assessment
* Multiple choice quiz 1, 10%
* Multiple choice quiz 2, 10%
* Essay, 2500 words, 30%
* Exam, 2 hours, 50%

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
* Cini, M. and N. Perez-Solorzano Borragan. Eds. 2016. European Union Politics. Fifth Edition. Oxford University Press: 
Oxford.

* Hix, S. and B Hoyland. 2018. The Political System of the European Union. Fourth Edition. Palgrave: Basingstoke.

* Nugent, N. 2017. The Government and Politics of the European Union. Eighth Edition. Palgrave: Basingstoke.

* Egan, M., N. Nugent and W.E. Paterson Eds. 2009. Research Agendas in EU Studies. Stalking the Elephant. Palgrave: 
Basingstoke.
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
The purpose of the module is to introduce students to the European Union, how it has evolved since its creation and how it 
works. In this module, students gain an understanding of the dynamic of European integration over time, analyse the 
functioning and roles of the EU's main institutional bodies as well as key political questions underpinning the decision-
making structures of the EU. The module will address topics including: the history of European integration, the EU’s 
institutions and decision-making processes, how EU decisions are implemented, interest group activity in the EU and how 
this affects

EU decision-making, public opinion on the EU, the EU’s democratic deficit and the future of the European integration 
project.
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PO612 Policy-making in the EU                                                 
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150

Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1: analyse and explain the development of the main policies of the European Union and in so doing have gained a thorough 
understanding of these policies

2: critically assess the EU's success in achieving its policy goals

3: understand the process of policy-making in the EU, from policy formulation and negotiation through to implementation

4: appreciate the challenges facing the EU and its policy-making process including debates on the future of the EU, the 
Brexit process, enlargement and developments in global politics

5: engage critically with important political issues facing policy makers in the EU both at national and European levels and 
appreciate their consequences for future policy-making in the EU

Method of Assessment
* Reflective report, 1000 words, 20%
* Essay, 2500-3000 words, 30%
* Exam, 2 hours, 50%

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework

Preliminary Reading
* Cini, M. and N. Perez-Solorzano Borragan. Eds. 2016. European Union Politics. Fifth Edition. Oxford University Press: 
Oxford.

* Hix, S. and B Hoyland. 2018. The Political System of the European Union. Fourth Edition. Palgrave: Basingstoke.

* Wallace, H., M. Pollack and Young. Eds. 2015. Policy-Making in the European Union. Seventh Edition. Oxford University 
Press: Oxford.

* Nugent, N. 2017. The Government and Politics of the European Union. Eighth Edition. Palgrave: Basingstoke.

* Egan, M., N. Nugent and W.E. Paterson Eds. 2009. Research Agendas in EU Studies. Stalking the Elephant. Palgrave: 
Basingstoke.
Pre-requisites
POLI6110 (PO611) Politics of the European Union

Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
Since 2009, the European Union (EU) has been grappling with a crisis in the Eurozone, a refugee crisis, terrorist attacks, 
the rise of challenger parties and heightened tension with Putin's Russia. This has led to increased questioning of the 
purpose and trajectory of European integration and policy-making. The Brexit decision by the UK electorate in June 2016 
plunged the EU further into crisis, sending shockwaves throughout the world as for the very first time an EU member state 
chose exit over voice or loyalty. Membership of the EU is now clearly contingent and the reverberations of this decision will 
affect both the EU and the UK for many years to come. The focus of this module is on assessing the capacity of the EU as 
a system of public policy-making as it faces these myriad challenges. In so doing we endeavour to understand how the 
EU's system of governance works, how it is driven by both the politics and economics of its member states and the global 
system and how its policy-making capacity may evolve in the future. This module focuses on the EU’s 'outputs’ in terms of 
public policy in this context, with particular attention paid to the fields of market regulation, monetary union, environmental 
policy, agriculture policy, regional policy, justice and home affairs, foreign policy and trade policy. As well as analysing the 
effectiveness of EU policy-making in these policy areas, we also evaluate the impact of Brexit on their operation, how it is 
being managed by the UK and the EU27 and its implications for the future of the EU.
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PO616 The Politics of Trust (in the USA)                                      
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150

Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. Have a good knowledge of the American political system and many of the problems it faces;

2. Understand the role and significance of trust in political systems;

3. Understand the various competing explanations as to why Americans specifically and citizens generally distrust 
government;

4. Think critically about the competing explanations for distrust of government;

5. Critique the literature to identify potential 'holes' in the current research;

6. Use comparative analysis to inform their thinking.
Method of Assessment
* Review, 1000 words, 15%
* Essay, 2500 words, 35%
* Exam, 2 hours, 50%

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework

Preliminary Reading
* Russell J. Dalton, Democratic Challenges, Democratic Choices: The Erosion of Political Support in Advanced Industrial 
Democracies (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004 hardback/2007 paperback)

* Gavin Esler, The United States of Anger: The People and the American Dream (London: Penguin Books, 1997)

* Marc Hetherington, Why Trust Matters: Declining Political Trust and the Demise of American Liberalism (Princeton 
University Press, 2004)

* John R. Hibbing and Elizabeth Theiss-Morse (eds.), What is it About Government that Americans Dislike? (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2001)

* Pippa Norris (ed.), Critical Citizens: Global Support for Democratic Governance (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999)
—Note available as e-book

* Joseph S. Nye Jr., Philip D. Zelikow and David C. King (eds.), Why People Don't Trust Government (Cambridge, 
Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1997)

* Susan J. Pharr and Robert D. Putnam (eds.), Disaffected Democracies: What’s Troubling the Trilateral Countries? 
(Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2000)
Pre-requisites
POLI6170 (PO617) Contemporary Politics and Government in the USA

Restrictions

Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
Much recent academic and popular commentary has focused on citizens' supposed mistrust of government, especially in 
the United States of America. The central aim of the Politics of Trust is to uncover the reasons for Americans’ malaise. 
However, students will also examine other western democracies where trust has fallen to see if these countries’ experiences 
can inform our understanding of the US case specifically and the politics of trust more generally. The course begins with a 
history of trust in America, with an overview of the putative reasons for declining trust in the post-World War II period, with 
an examination of the experiences of other western democracies. The second part turns to the specific explanations for 
declining trust as posited by academics and political commentators. Explanations include the crisis of government 
performance, spin, the internecine warfare between Republicans and Democrats, the changing nature of the modern labour 
market, declining social capital, and the media.
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PO617 Contemporary Politics and Government in the United States               
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Whole Year I     30 (15) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Availability
The module is open to all students on the School of Pol/IR undergraduate degrees and to those within the Faculty of Social 
Science as an elective module.
Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 44
Private study hours: 256
Total study hours: 300

Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. Have a thorough knowledge of the structure of the US governmental system;

2. describe and account for the operation of the US's political institutions, including those 'intermediate’ institutions (parties, 
media etc) that link citizens to their government;

3. Understand how the individual institutions interact and work together (or not, as the case may be);

4. Comprehend the relationship between government institutions and the US’s cultural and societal attributes;

5. Understand how the governmental structure and political culture interact to produce certain policy outcomes;

6. Understand and be able to make predictions about the US’s role and place in the world; and

7. identify and analyse some of the major political problems facing the US at the dawn of a new century.

Method of Assessment
Exam, 3 hours, 50%
Essay 1, 2500 words, 25%
Essay 2, 2500 words, 25%

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
* David McKay, American Politics and Society, 7th edition (Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009)

* Gillian Peele, Christopher J. Bailey, Bruce Cain and B. Guy Peters (eds.), Developments in American Politics 6 
(Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2010)

* Bert A. Rockman, Andrew Rudalevige and Colin Campbell (eds.), The Obama Presidency: Appraisals and Prospects (CQ 
Press, 2011)

* Andrew Wroe and Jon Herbert (eds.), Assessing the George W. Bush Presidency: A Tale of Two Terms (Edinburgh: 
Edinburgh University Press, 2009)

* Russell Duncan and Joseph Goddard, Contemporary America, 3rd edition (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009)
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
PO617 offers a comprehensive introduction to the politics and national government of the United States. The course is 
divided into four inter-linked parts. In Part I students will be introduced to the 'foundations' of the US political system. 
Students will examine the history of the republic, its economy and society, the values and beliefs American people 
subscribe to, and the basic structure of the political system. Part I therefore provides essential knowledge upon which the 
rest of the course builds. In Part II students will examine those ‘intermediate’ institutions (interest groups, parties, elections 
and the media) that link people to their government. We will look at why Americans vote the way they do; at the role US 
parties play and their relevance to Americans’ lives; at whether interest groups have usurped the role of parties; and at 
whether the media exacerbate cynicism about politicians and the wider political system. In Part III students focus on the 
three institutions of the federal government: the Congress, Presidency and Supreme Court. We will examine both the 
institution that is Congress and the individuals that are elected to it and ask whether they have compatible goals or not, and 
whether Congress has usurped some of the roles and power of the presidency. Similarly, we will examine the extent to 
which the Presidency is an institution in decline or resurgent in the new century. Finally, we will examine the political and 
legal role that the Supreme Court plays in the modern US political system. In the fourth and final part of the course, 
students focus on the policymaking process in the US. We will look at how and why policy is made, and examine the extent 
to which the policy solutions produced by the political system are optimal.

Page 12

2021-22 Social Sciences Undergraduate Stage 2 & 3 Module Handbook



PO618 East European Politics                                                  
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn I     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150

Department Checked
24.01.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1: Identify principal features of communist rule (inclusive of main institutions and political processes)

2: Understand the reasons for the fall of communist power in Eastern Europe

3: Describe, discuss and contrast patterns of change in the CEE/FSU using case-studies, and relate them to a broader 
paradigm of the 3rd wave of democratisation

4: Understand the main challenges of transitions for the CEE/FSU

5: Develop understanding of the nature of the newly emerged regimes, and relate them to a broader discussion of 
democracy, and the 4th wave transformations.

6: Describe and discuss the challenges and consequences of the EU enlargements, and the emergence of the new EU 
neighbourhood.

7: Identify challenges for building a wider Europe, and discuss future prospects for communism
Method of Assessment
Essay 1, 2500 words, 40%
Essay 2, 3500 words, 60%

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework

Preliminary Reading
Brown, A, (2004). The Demise of Marxism-Leninism in Russia. Palgrave
Dimitrov, M. (2013). Why communism did not collapse: understanding authoritarian regime resilience in Asia and Europe. 
New York: Cambridge University
Dutkiewicz, P. and R. Sakwa (2014). Eurasian Integration: a view from within. Routledge
Holmes, L. (1997). Post-communism: an Introduction. Oxford: Polity Press
Kenez, P. (2017). A history of the Soviet Union: From the beginning to the end. Third edition. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press
Sakwa, R. (1999). Postcommunism. Buckingham: Open University Press
White, S. (ed.) (1990). Communist and Postcommunist Political Systems: an Introduction. Basingstoke: Macmillan. 3rd 
edition 
White, S. (2001) Communism and its Collapse. London: Routledge

Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
The module examines the politics of transition and change in the post-communist states in their effort to establish new 
democratic regimes and find their place in the world. The module consists of three main parts.

Part I focuses on the experience and nature of communist rule, to develop basic understanding of communism as an ideal, 
political system, and a life style.

Part II looks at transitions, examining regional patterns of change and relating them to the 3rd and 4th waves (coloured 
revolutions) of democratisation globally.

Part III discusses the issues of post-communist politics in Europe, by way of exploring the forms and quality of democracy 
in the new states, considering the effect of EU enlargements on the new Member States and the EU neighbours; and 
discussing the future of communism in the world.
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PO623 Modern Political Thought                                                
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn I     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn I     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150

Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1: knowledge of key developments in the history of modern Western political thought

2: identify the main thinkers representing these developments

3: summarise the political ideas of these thinkers

4: situate these developments within the relevant historical context

5: evaluate the ethical meaning and implications of these developments

6: assess the intellectual legacy of the thinkers discussed in this module.
Method of Assessment
Essay 1, 2000 words, 50%
Essay 2, 2000 words, 50%

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
* Boucher, David and Paul Kelly (eds), Political Thinkers: From Socrates to Foucault, 2nd Edition OUP, 2009.

* Machiavelli, Niccolo, The Prince and Other Writings, London: Dent, 1981.

* McLellan, David (ed), Karl Marx: Selected Writings, 2nd ed., Oxford: OUP, 2000.

* Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, The Social Contract and Other Later Political Writings, Cambridge: CUP, 2009.
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module provides an introduction to some of the major developments in Western political thought from the seventeenth 
century onwards by discussing the life, work and impact of key figures such as Nicolo Machiavelli, Thomas Hobbes, John 
Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Mary Wollstonecraft, JS Mill, and Karl Marx. While these thinkers will be studied mostly in 
terms of their respective self-understanding, the overall concern of these studies is to examine the problems which 
'modernity' poses for political theory in Western societies.
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PO626 Work Placement                                                          
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Whole Year I     120 (60) Pass/Fail Only                               
                                                       

Availability
Students must contact the module convenor, Dr Ben Seyd, to discuss their interest in the module before registering.
Available only to BA programmes owned by Politics and International Relations with the intercalated Placement Year bolt on
Contact Hours
Contact Hours: 20 hours 
Placement Work and Private Study: 1180 hours

Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. familiarise themselves with the workings of a professional organisation in a field related to Politics and International 
Relations or other closely related social science

2. perform effectively in a professional environment

3. perform effectively in a different cultural and, where relevant, linguistic environment

4. apply academic knowledge of Politics and International Relations and related generic skills to day-to-day work for a 
professional organisation

5. apply the concepts and theories learned in the first and second years to the work placement
Method of Assessment
Manager Appraisal (pass/fail)
Report, 5,000 words (pass/fail)
Student must pass both components in order to pass the module overall.

Reassessment instrument: Reassessment is not possible for the placement year. Students who fail this module will be 
transferred to their original BA programme and will not achieve a degree with a placement year.
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
The aim of the module is to provide students with the opportunity to spend their Year Abroad working in a professional 
environment, applying and enhancing the knowledge and skills they have acquired in Stages 1 and 2 of their programme. 
The work they do is entirely under the direction of their line manager, but support is provided via the Module convenor. This 
support includes ensuring that the work they are being expected to do is such that they can meet the learning outcomes of 
the module. 
It will be the student's responsibility to source and apply for the work placement, but assistance will be provided both by the 
School and the University's Careers and Employability Service. These opportunities should be in an organisation whose 
aims and activities are broadly related to politics and international relations.
In order to be awarded 120 credits the work placement must consist of at least 30 weeks of full-time work. The work 
placement must be approved by the Programme Director prior to its commencement and students are advised to liaise 
closely with her/him and other relevant staff in good time.
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PO629 Terrorism and Political Violence                                        
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 24
Private study hours: 126
Total study hours: 150
Department Checked
18.03.21
Learning Outcomes
The intended subject specific learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1: understand the epistemological difficulties involved in the use of the word "terrorism" and definitional problems posed by 
the concept of terrorism

2: be familiar with different theories which attempt to identify the causes of terrorism and political violence

3: understand the historical background of the modern phenomenon of terrorism, by tracing the development of terrorist 
tactics from the antiquity to the present

4: understand the emergence of terrorism and political violence in different parts of the world, including the United Kingdom

5: understand the main features of Islamic radicalism and its relationship to terrorism and political violence

6: understand the logic of counter-terrorism and its impact of democracy and human rights

7: understand various methodological problems involved in the study of terrorism and political violence

Method of Assessment
Essay, 3000 words, 50%
Exam, 2 hours, 50%

Reassessment methods: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
Reading list (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)

Bennis, Phyllis, Before and After: U.S. Foreign Policy and the War on Terrorism (Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucs: Arris, 2003)

Martin, Gus, Understanding Terrorism, Challenges, Perspectives and Issues (Sage Publications, Second Edition, 2006)

Martin, Gus, The New Age of Terrorism (Sage Publications, 2004)

Primoratz, Igor ed. Terrorism: The Philosophical Issues (London: Palgrave, 2004)

Sinclair, Andrew, An Anatomy of Terror: A History of Terrorism (London: Macmillan, 2003)

Weinberg, Leonard and Pedahzur, Ami, Religious Fundamentalism and Political Extremism (London: Frank Cass, 2004)

Weiss, Thomas G., Crahan, Margaret and Goering, John (eds.) The Wars on Terrorism and Iraq: Human Rights, 
Unilateralism and U.S. Foreign Policy (London: Routledge, 2004)

Weinberg, Leonard and Davis, Paul, Introduction to Political Terrorism (New York: McGraw, 1989)
Pre-requisites
None
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module introduces students into the study of terrorism and political violence, and thereafter deepens their knowledge 
of the controversial aspects of this subject. The initial lectures will deal with definitional problems involved in the concept of 
"terrorism" and various theories about the causes of political violence in its different forms. With a point of departure in a 
chronological review tracing the origins of the phenomenon long back in history, the module will later study the emergence 
of political terrorism during the second half of the 19th century. This will be followed by a study of state and dissident 
terrorism in different parts of the world. The module will also address the relationship between religious radicalism and 
different forms of political violence, including “new terrorism” and possible use of weapons of mass destruction. Then, the 
focus of attention will be shifted to implications of various counter-terrorism strategies and “The War on Terrorism” for 
democracy and human rights. These issues will addressed with a special focus on methodological problems involved in the 
study of terrorism and political violence.
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PO630 Politics of The Middle East                                             
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 24
Private study hours: 126
Total study hours: 150

Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1: be familiar with different aspects of the Middle Eastern conflict and the region as a whole.

2: understand the difficulties related to objectivity and the problem of bias in the study of the Middle East

3: understand the historical background of the making of the modern Middle East and the roles that the imperial legacy and 
the Cold War has played in this

4: understand the different aspects of the Palestinian conflict and the role that this conflict plays in shaping the modern 
Middle East

5: understand the rise and fall of Arab nationalism and the emergence of Islamic radicalism

6: be familiar with methodological problems involved in conducting area studies

7: understand the Western academic approaches to the Middle Eastern societies with a special focus on the question of 
"Orientalism"
Method of Assessment
Essay, 3000 words, 50%
Exam, 2 hours, 50%

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
Cleveland, William L. A History of the Modern Middle East. Boulder: Westview Press, editions from 2004 onwards. 
Fawcett, Louise (ed.), International Relations of the Middle East (Oxford: Oxford University Press, editions from 2009 
onwards)
Goldschmidt, Arthur and Davidson, Lawrence, A Concise History of the Middle East (Boulder: Westview Press, editions 
from 2006 onwards)
Fromkin, D.  A Peace to End All Peace – the fall of the Ottoman Empire and the Creation of the Modern Middle East (New 
York: H. Holt and Co, 2009)
Hitti, P. K., History of the Arabs (Basingstoke: Macmillan Education Ltd, 1970)
Hourani, A., (et al.) (ed.) The Modern Middle East (New York: I.B. Tauris, editions from 2004 onwards)
Kedourie, E., Politics in the Middle East (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992)
Mansfield, P., The Arabs (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 3rd edition, 1992)
Said, E. W., Orientalism (Routledge & Kegan Press, 1978)
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module introduces students into the study of the Middle East as a region and an arena of international conflict. Against 
the background of a historical review of the developments in the 20th century, the module will focus on the colonial past of 
the region, the imperial legacy, the emergence of the Arab-Israeli conflict, the origins of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and 
the impact of sub-state loyalties – i.e. factors which have shaped the Middle East as a region and as a security complex. In 
this context, the students will explore the ideological developments in the region, most important among them, the rise and 
fall of Arab nationalism, the emergence of Islamic radicalism and the consolidation of the Israeli right. Adopting an 
international relations perspective, the module will also cover the impact of outside state actors, such as USA, Russia and 
EU on the Middle East as a whole and on the relationships among those states that compose this region. Finally, the 
students will study the debate about "Orientalism" and the problematic aspects of the Western academic study of the 
Middle East and the Islamic world. These issues will be addressed with a special focus on the problem of bias involved in 
the academic study of the Middle East.
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PO634 Understanding US Foreign Policy: Power, Tradition and Transformation    
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150

Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the different theoretical explanations of US foreign policy.

2. Display knowledge of some of the contemporary and historical dimensions of US foreign policy and world order.

3. Understand the role of the American state in the construction of the liberal international order

4. Reflect on the role that different forms of power have played in the social constitution of the international order and in 
forging American foreign policy

5. Be familiar with the key institutions for the making of American foreign policy.

6. Understand the role that long held traditions, identities and principles play in the formation of American foreign policy and 
grand strategy.
Method of Assessment
Essay 1, 3000 words, 50%
Exam 50%

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
Cox, Michael and Doug Stokes, editors. US Foreign Policy, third edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018)
Ambrose, S. E. and D. G. Brinkley. Rise to Globalism: American Foreign Policy since 1938, various. 
Barnett, M. and R. Duvall, editors. Power in Global Governance (Cambridge: Cambridge University  Press, 2004).
Brooks, S. and W. Wohlforth. America Abroad: The United States' Global Role in the 21st Century  (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2016).
Hunt, M. Ideology and US Foreign Policy (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1987/2009).
Jentleson, B. American Foreign Policy: The Dynamics of Choice in the 21st Century (London: W.W. Norton & Company), 
multiple editions. 
Layne, C. The Peace of Illusions:  American Grand Strategy from 1940 to the Present (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 
2006).
Mabee, B. Understanding American Power: The Changing World of US Foreign Policy (New York: Palgrave, 2013).
Parmar, I., L. B. Miller, and M. Ledwidge, editors, New Directions in US Foreign Policy (London: Routledge), multiple 
versions (2009/2014). 
Smith, S., A. Hadfield and T. Dunne, editors, Foreign Policy: Theories, Actors, Cases (Oxford: Oxford University Press), 
multiple editions.
Restrictions

Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module offers a comprehensive study of US foreign policy since 1945. Ranging from 'containment', ‘democratic 
enlargement’, and ‘the war on terror’ the module introduces students to the concept of ‘grand strategy’ and the need to 
understand the broader intellectual platform and foundations of the way in which the United States engages with the world. 
A number of case studies are used to explore this such as the work of George Kennan, the Vietnam War, and the move 
towards ‘smart power’ under presidents Bush and Obama. In addition to this the course also explores questions on the 
social

construction of state identity in the American national consciousness and how both the media and political elites help to 
shape public opinion and attitudes that relate to America’s ‘friends’, ‘allies’, and ‘enemies’. The course also explores the 
concept of ‘soft power’ as a method of extending American influence and power in the world and questions the idea of 
American decline.
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PO638 Political Behaviour in Britain                                          
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150

Learning Outcomes
By the end of this module, students will be able to:
* Understand the role that behavioural approaches can play in describing, analysing and understanding political outcomes, 
along with an appreciation of the main debates over the role of behavioural approaches to political analysis.
* Apply core theories and models of political behaviour to some of the key political issues in contemporary Britain.
* Use primary and secondary evidence to evaluate the effectiveness of these models in explaining patterns of political 
behaviour among citizens and groups.
* Understand the main causes of various forms of political behaviour among individuals and groups.
* Analyse the role that external agencies (notably the media) play in shaping patterns of individual and group behaviour.

Method of Assessment
100% coursework (2 essay of 3,000 words 40% and 60%)

Preliminary Reading
Harold Clarke et al, Political Choice in Britain, Oxford University Press (2004)
Russell Dalton, Citizen Politics, 5th edition, CQ Press (2008)
Geraint Parry, George Moyser and Neil Day, Political Participation and Democracy in Britain, Cambridge University Press 
(1992)
Charles Pattie, Patrick Seyd and Paul Whiteley, Citizenship in Britain, Cambridge University Press (2004)
Pre-requisites
None, although students will be advised of the desirability of having undertaken a prior quantitative analysis module (e.g. 
PO657: Political Research and Analysis, or equivalent).
Restrictions
This module is limited to 60 students and preference may be given to Liberal Arts and Politics and IR students.
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
The module examines the nature of political behaviour in Britain today.  It focuses on two key issues.  The first is the way 
that citizens participate in politics.  The module explores the nature of political participation, and how this has changed in 
the last few decades.  It also examines the characteristics of people who participate, and the factors that motivate 
individuals to engage in different forms of political participation.  The second key issue examined is voting behaviour.  The 
module considers how far electoral decisions are shaped by stable ‘sociological’ factors, and how far voters today are less 
closely aligned with parties and more open to the influence of particular policy messages, personalities and media 
coverage.  Alongside this focus on the behaviour of citizens, the module also considers the activities of key intermediary 
organisations, such as legislators.  Throughout, the module seeks to develop students’ understanding and analytical skills, 
by considering theories and models of political behaviour along with the way data and other evidence can be brought to 
bear in testing the validity of these models.
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PO645 Market States and Post Democracy                                        
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
150 hours including 22 hours of lectures and seminars and 128 study hours

Learning Outcomes
Analyse the relations between the state and the market  since 1848.
Learn and apply different theories of capitalism and democracy.
Understand how market-states and post-democratic regimes emerge and evolve.
Evaluate reforms or transformations of capitalism and democracy.
Explore different strategies of resistance to post-democratic market-states.
Be familiar with alternatives to capitalism and democracy.

Method of Assessment
50% coursework; 50% exam.

Preliminary Reading
Giovanni Arrighi, The Long Twentieth Century. Money, Power, and the Origens of our Times (London: Verso, 1994)
Colin Crouch, Post-Democracy (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2004)
Richard Robison (ed.), The Neo-liberal Revolution: forging the market state (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006)
Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation. The Political and Economic Origins of our Time (Boston: Beacon Press, 2000)
Sheldon S. Wolin, Democracy Incorporated: Managed Democracy and the Specter of Inverted Totalitarianism (Princeton, 
NJ: Princeton University Press, 2008)

Restrictions
Stage 3 only.

Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module is situated at the interface of political theory and political economy. It seeks to explore the complex and multi-
faceted links between democracy and capitalism in the period from 1848 to the present day. The particular focus is on 
relations between the state and the market as well as the evolution of different democratic regimes and market economies. 
Similar emphasis will be on conceptual issues and empirical evidence (though no statistical or econometric skills will be 
required).
The first part of the module examines the formation of 'market-states', beginning with a critical discussion of this concept. 
This will be the starting point for a wider engagement with Smithian, Marxist, Keynesian and neo-liberal accounts. The 
focus will be on those who theorise the conditions for the convergence of state and market. The second part turns to the 
evolution of democracy in relation to capitalism. A brief survey of the recent post-democracy literature will be followed by a 
discussion of key concepts. Examples include the conception of capitalism and democracy as "quasi-religions" (Walter 
Benjamin) and various arguments that formal democratic representation and abstract capitalist exchange engender a 
"society of spectacle".
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PO646 Presidents, Parliaments and Democracy                                   
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22

Private study hours: 128

Total study hours: 150

Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1: Demonstrate a good knowledge of the theories and literature addressing consequences different executive formats and 
variation within these formats for democratic government.

2: Demonstrate the ability to critically evaluate the strengths and weakness of these theories with reference both to their 
theoretical coherence and empirical evidence.

3: draw upon a range of case specific and comparative evidence to support their arguments.

4: Be familiar with key problems in the empirical study of the effects of constitutional design.

5: identify different ways of conceptualizing and measuring different aspects of democratic performance and be able to 
consider the implications of these measures for our knowledge of the consequences of constitutional design.

Method of Assessment
* Essay 1, 1500 words, 25%
* Essay 2, 1500 words, 25%
* Exam, 2 hours, 50%

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
* Cheibub, José Antônio. 2007. Presidentialism, parliamentarism, and democracy. Cambridge University Press.

* Clark, William Roberts, Matt Golder, and Sona Nadenichek Golder. 2008. Principles of Comparative Politics. CQ Press.

* Strom, Kaare. 2003. Delegation and accountability in parliamentary democracies. Oxford; New York: Oxford University 
Press.

* Tsebelis, George. 2002. Veto players : how political institutions work. Princeton N.J.: Princeton University Press.
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module introduces students to central debates about the influence of different executive formats on democratic 
government. The course examines the differences between and within presidential, parliamentary and semi-presidential 
constitutions and examines their consequences for the quality of democracy and for policy outcomes. The course initially 
focuses on identifying the key institutions and processes that shape the behaviour and strategies of politicians in the 
executive, before moving on to consider the consequences of these for governance, policy-making and democratic stability. 
Throughout the central focus is on understanding the extent and the ways that formal political institutions may shape how 
politicians respond to citizen preferences, bargain with each other to resolve political conflict and choose policies. Student 
will be exposed to different ways of thinking about the impact of political institutions on politics, different ways of 
conceptualizing and measuring democratic performance and encouraged to think about how a broad range of other factors 
may interact with constitutional formats to shape outcomes. The approach used will be broadly comparative and will use 
case-specific and cross-national evidence from both developed and less developed democracies in all regions of the world.
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PO653 Marxism: Politics and International Relations                           
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 60% Coursework, 40% Exam        
                                                       
             

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 60% Coursework, 40% Exam        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 44
Private study hours: 106
Total study hours: 150

Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of the module, students will be able to: 
- Understand the main ideas of Karl Marx, Fredrick Engels and later Marxists in relation to politics and international 
relations.
- Demonstrate first-hand knowledge of some of the principal writings of Marx, Engels and some later Marxists.
- Demonstrate familiarity with major Marxist debates and theories.
- Understand the political context within which key Marxist theories and debates emerged.
- Understand some of the major criticisms of Marxism.
- Deploy Marxism as an explanatory theory and understand its political implications.

Method of Assessment
60% coursework (3000 word essay (40%), seminar participation (20%), 40% exam (2hr)
Preliminary Reading
MARX, Karl. Capital: A critique of capitalist production. Volume I. (London: Penguin). 
MCCLELLAN, David (ed.) Karl Marx: Selected Writings 2nd ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, multiple printings since 
2000)

Aron, Raymond. The Opium of the Intellectuals (1957)
Böhm-Bawerk, Eugen von. Karl Marx and the Close of His System: A Criticism, 1949 [orig. 1896] 
Bookchin, Murray. 'Listen, Marxist!' (1969) Available: http://www.marxists.org/archive/bookchin/1969/listen-marxist.htm
Castoriadis, Cornelius. 'The Fate of Marxism' (1966) Available: 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/castoriadis/1966/marxism.htm
Conway, David. A Farewell to Marx: An Outline and Appraisal of his Theories (1987)
Cunliffe, Philip. Lenin Lives! Reimagining the Russian Revolution (2017)
Giddens, Anthony. A Contemporary Critique Of Historical Materialism (1981) 
Koestler, Arthur et al. (eds), The God That Failed: Six Studies in Communism (1950) 
Masaryk, Thomas & E.V. Kochak (ed.). Masaryk on Marx (1972)
Parkin, Frank. Marxism and Class Theory: A Bourgeois Critique (1979)
Popper, Karl. The Poverty of Historicism (2002; orig. edn. 1960)
Popper, Karl. The Open Society and Its Enemies, esp. vol ii (1962)
Rostow, Walt. The Stages of Economic Growth: A Non-Communist Manifesto, 1971
Young, Robert. White Mythologies: Writing History and the West (2004)

Restrictions
Stage 3 only. This module has a limit of 40 students and preference may be given to Politics and International Relations 
students (single and joint Honours).
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
The module is aimed to introduce students to Marxist theory and to enable them to assess both the contemporary and 
historical significance of Marxism in world politics. Students are expected to read some of the key texts of Karl Marx and 
Fredrick Engels and to consider varied interpretations and critiques of Marxist methods, writings and theories. Students are 
also expected to consider the political contexts in which these theories and debates emerged and their implications for 
political practice. Students are not expected to demonstrate any detailed knowledge of the history of Marxist-inspired 
governments, regimes or political movements.
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PO654 Politics of Deeply Divided Societies                                    
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
150 hours including 11 hours of lectures; 11 hours of seminars; 128 hours independent study.

Learning Outcomes
Comprehend history and contemporary problems facing deeply divided societies.

Develop expertise on the main methods and theoretical approaches to mediation and conflict resolution.

Learn how to understand and evaluate opposing views and frameworks in the study of deeply divided societies. 

Learn basic negotiation skills and participate in group simulations aiming to discuss and resolve problems in deeply divided 
societies. 

Examine and evaluate principal institutional responses to protracted conflicts and apply those to deeply divided societies. 

Method of Assessment
50% coursework: 50% exam

Preliminary Reading
Horowitz, Donald.  Ethnic Groups in Conflict.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 1985

McGarry, John and Brendan O’Leary.  The Politics of Ethnic Conflict Regulation. London: Routledge, 1993

Kymlicka, Will (1995). Multicultural Citizenship: A Liberal Theory of Minority Rights, (Oxford: Clarendon Press).  read 
chapters 1,2,6 pages (1-33 and 108-130)

Arend Lijphart, 1969. “Consociational Democracy,” World Politics, Vol.21 (2): 207-225

Fisher, Roger and William Ury, Getting to Yes: Negotiating Agreement Without Giving In, Penguin, 1983

Radha Kumar, “The Troubled History of Partition,” Foreign Affairs 76, 1 (January/February 1997): 22-34

Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module explores the linkages between mediation theory and the practice of conflict resolution in deeply divided 
societies. Topics include the theory and practice of negotiations, conflict escalation and peace mediations while specific 
emphasis will be given to the role of regional or international institutions in early conflict prevention. The module applies 
negotiation theory in the study of state disintegration, demographic and environmental conflict, property rights, federal 
management and transitional justice. The course engages with the core literature in negotiation theory and exposes 
students to a number of simulations aiming to improve negotiation skills (identifying best alternatives, revealing or not 
preferences, identifying win-win arrangements, defeating spoilers and exercising veto rights). Because of the practical skills 
taught in the module and the interactive nature of in-class simulations, students are expected to attend lectures and 
tutorials.  Finally, the course examines the role of citizens and community organizations in peace mediations focusing on a 
number of selected case studies from deeply divided societies specifically Israel/Palestine, the former Yugoslavia, South 
Africa, Greece/Turkey (including Cyprus & the Kurdish issue), Rwanda and Northern Ireland. 
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PO655 Public Opinion and Polling                                              
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1: Understand the nature and meanings of public opinion.

2: Understand the ways that public attitudes are formed; in particular, the ways that attitudes are shaped by external 
contexts and actors.

3: Identify and understand the ways in which public opinion is measured, and be familiar with some of the problems and 
difficulties involved in using surveys to measure public opinion.

4: Identify some of the key features of well designed surveys.

5: Identify and understand the main debates over the appropriate role of public opinion in modern democracies.
Method of Assessment
* Essay, 3500 words, 60%
* Survey specification, 40%

Reassessment instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
• Floyd Fowler, Survey Research Methods, Sage (2013)
• Carroll Glynn et al, Public Opinion, Westview Press (2016)
• Vincent Price, Public Opinion, Sage (1992)
• Roger Tourangeau et al, The Psychology of Survey Response, Cambridge (2000)
• John Zaller, The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion, Cambridge (1992)

Pre-requisites
POLI6570 (PO657) or equivalent data analysis module.  Due to the complex nature of some of the sources on which the 
module will draw, and in the interests of progression, entry onto the module will be restricted to Stage 3 students.

Restrictions

Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
Democracy rests on the will of citizens. But how can we identify this 'will'? Elections are one method; but more regular 
expressions of citizen views are possible via opinion polls. Indeed, a range of public and private bodies routinely use polls 
to identify popular attitudes. But what are the ‘opinions’ supposedly revealed by these polls, how do surveys go about 
identifying opinions and how valid are their results?

This module introduces students to the theory and practice of public opinion and its measurement. The module focuses on 
two main questions. First, what is public opinion? How far do people’s attitudes pre-exist and how far are they instead 
‘shaped’ by the way questions are asked? Are attitudes informed and considered, or are they largely knee-jerk responses 
based on little information? If, in fact, citizens know little about politics, are there ways in which they can, nonetheless, form 
meaningful views on important public issues? The answers to these questions are central to the task of assessing the 
proper role of public opinion in modern democracies. The second question asks how public opinion is measured. What are 
the main features of social surveys, and how well do they measure public attitudes? This section of the module pays 
particular attention to the ways that different types of survey can affect the responses that people give, and to the principles 
and practices of effective survey design.

PO656 Humans at War                                                           
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Availability
An optional module for all politics and international relations students. Available as an elective module to the wider 
university.
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Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150
Department Checked
05.03.2021
Learning Outcomes
The intended subject specific learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. understand the key approaches to agency in social and political theory

2. identify the various actors involved in warfare and peace-making

3. understand the social, political and experiential aspects of the various types of actors involved in war

4. critically engage with conflict studies and International Relations, and challenge the underlying assumptions of the field

5. identify cognate disciplines studying actors in war including sociology, anthropology and ethnography of war

6. analyse testimonies of war (written, oral, video, photographic)

7. engage with experiential knowledge and link it to theoretical approaches to conflict

8. formulate questions in face to face contact with interviewees

9. understand the ethical issues linked to interviews with actors involved in war

The intended generic learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. communicate effectively in writing and speech

2. use information technology (particularly audio visual and internet-based technology) for the retrieval of information

3. choose a topic of interest and relevant to the course for the second assignment and work independently to complete it

4. express their ideas in a group setting, listen to others and respond constructively to opposing points of view
Method of Assessment
Essay 1, 2500 words, 50%
Essay 2, 2500 words, 50%

Reassessment methods: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
Reading list (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)

Bourdieu. Pierre (ed.) (1999) The Weight of the World: Social Suffering in Contemporary Society. Cambridge: Polity.

Campbell, David. (2003) "Representing Contemporary War," Ethics and International Affairs. 17(2): 99-108.

Collart, Claude and Venter, Sahm (eds). (2004) Something to Write Home About: Reflections from the Heart of History. 
Bellevue: Jacana.

Dallaire, Romeo. (2005). Shake Hands with the Devil: The Failure of Humanity in Rwanda. London: Carroll & Graf.

Levi, Primo. (1996) If This is a Man; The Truce. London: Abacus.

Nordstrom, Carolyn. (1999) "Wars and Invisible Girls, Shadow Industries, and the Politics of Not-Knowing," International 
Feminist Journal of Politics. 1(1): 14-33.

Nordstrom, C. and A. Robben (eds). (1995) Fieldwork Under Fire: Contemporary Studies of Violence and Survival. 
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.
Pre-requisites
None
Restrictions
This module is not available to short term/exchange students. 
Stage 3 Only. Preference will be given to Politics and International Relations students (single and joint Honours). 

The weekly lecture/seminar sessions WILL NOT be recorded on lecture capture due to the sensitive nature of the material 
covered. Talks by guest speakers will also not be recorded. Any student with an ILP should contact the module convenor at 
the start of the module to discuss arrangements for recordings if included in their ILP. 
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Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module aims to investigate the different roles and experiences of human beings at and in war. Following an 
introduction to approaches to agency in social and political theory, the course will examine the roles of combatants (both 
state and non-state), civilians (men, women and children), and third parties (peacekeepers, humanitarian workers, 
journalists, and academics). Engaging with the fluidity of each category (a human being can be a woman and a combatant 
at the same time and all categories are interlinked by a complex web of social, economic, and political relations), the 
categories will first be analyzed as a social group (examining questions such as age brackets, income brackets, education, 
life expectancy), then investigated in terms of their political functions and roles. Finally, the experiences of each category 
will be examined through testimonies (using written, audio and video material and guest speakers) in an attempt to access 
some degree of experiential knowledge of war and peace. Due to the sensitive nature of the material examined, the module 
will not be using lecture capture.

PO657 Political Research and Analysis                                         
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 60% Coursework, 40% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn I     15 (7.5) 60% Coursework, 40% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 60% Exam, 40% Coursework        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn I     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Contact Hours
150 hours including: Lectures (11 contact hours) and Seminars/PC Laboratory Sessions (11 contact hours); 128 study 
hours.

Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this module students will:
- Understand the importance of quantitative research methods for the cumulative growth of knowledge in the political and 
social sciences;
- be able to understand the basic logic of the empirical research process,
- be familiar with key methodological and statistical concepts relevant to quantitative data analysis,
- have improved their ability to critically evaluate arguments supported by quantitative work, 
- be able to select and evaluate statistical tests appropriate to explore substantive research questions in the fields of politics 
and international relations,
- have developed a basic ability to enter, code, manipulate, and examine data sets with SPSS for Windows, and
- formulate and test simple hypotheses using bivariate and multivariate designs.

Method of Assessment
100% coursework (7 weekly assignments related to both the lecture content and exercises carried out in the PC lab 
sessions (60%), End of term project (students are given a data set and asked to perform a series of statistical analyses, 
presenting findings in an essay of no more than 2500 words (40%))

Pre-requisites
PO326 Introduction to Political Science, or equivalent.
Restrictions
Module not available to short term/exchange students.
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
 The study of social and political phenomena is a vast endeavour and this class will serve as an introduction to methods for 
social science research. This 15 credit intermediate-level module is normally taken in Stage II. It provides a basic, non-
technical introduction to the use of quantitative methods in the political sciences for students from a variety of educational 
backgrounds (including those with very limited knowledge of mathematical terminology and notation). The progression of 
this course will address scientific research design and methodology and consider many examples of such research In short, 
it seeks to enable students to read, interpret, and critically assess arguments drawing on quantitative methods in Politics 
and International Relations. Students with some prior exposure to quantitative methods will have the opportunity to improve 
their command of statistical software as well as apply their general statistical skills to data sets commonly found in policy 
and academic work.

The module is divided into two main components: In the first part, students will be introduced to both the logic of empirical 
research in the social sciences and to basic concepts and techniques of descriptive uni-, bi-, and multi-variate data 
analysis. The second part will focus on uni-, bi-, and multi-variate inferential statistics. ICT skills will be acquired/enhanced 
of students by the introduction to and use of statistical software (SPSS). The focus will be on student-centred learning and 
critical reflection of selected examples of quantitative work in seminars and group work.
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PO658 The Rise of China                                                       
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn I     15 (7.5) 60% Coursework, 40% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 60% Coursework, 40% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn I     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Availability
BA in Politics and International Relations with a Year in the Asia-Pacific
Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150
Department Checked
05.03.2021
Learning Outcomes
The intended subject specific learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. Understand the influence of Western imperialism, China's quest for modernity and international recognition and status on 
the evolution of China's foreign relations and policy.

2. Understand China's importance as a rising economic and political power and analyse its role in the emerging post-Cold 
War global order.

3. Understand the challenges both China and the world face when they increase their mutual engagement with each other 
in the early 21st century.

4. Use the knowledge earned from the study of China to inform comparative political studies.

The intended generic learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. Understand and use the concepts, approaches and methods of politics and international relations and develop an 
understanding of their contested nature and the problematic character of inquiry in the discipline.

2. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of politics and international relations theories and analysis in a supportive 
and responsive learning environment.

3. Engage the debates, and think critically, about political events, ideas and institutions, especially in the historical and 
contemporary context of China and East Asia.

4. Use a variety of tools effectively to conduct research.

5. Communicate in both an academic and professional setting.

6. Engage effectively in independent research and learning required for further study or professional work, demonstrating 
initiative, self-organisation and time-management.

7. Understand the process of interpreting primary sources and materials, and be able to distinguish between different types 
of interpretation.
Method of Assessment
60% Coursework - Essay 3000 words
Exam, 2 hours (40%)

Reassessment methods: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
Reading list (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)

June Grasso, Jay P. Corrin and Michael Kort, Modernization and Revolution in China, 5th edition (Abingdon and New York: 
Routledge, 2018).

Jonathan D. Spence, The Search for Modern China, 3rd edition (New York: W. W. Norton, 2013).
Pre-requisites
None
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Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
A thread running through this module is a belief that to understand today's China we have to know how it has come to the 
present, as present-day China is a product of its deep imperial past and of its revolutions in the 20th century, the 
Republican, the Nationalist and the Communist. Before studying the 'rise' of contemporary China, we must therefore 
understand the decline collapse of imperial China from the mid-19th to the early 20th century. We can perceive the said rise 
of China as the process of regaining its rightful place in the Western-dominated international system and of mutual 
accommodation between China and the rest of the world.

The narrative of modern China starts from the late 16th century when China, ruled by the Ming dynasty (1368-1644), was 
the regional hegemon. The demise of the Sino-centric regional order began in the early 19th century. Since then, Chinese 
rulers, officials and intellectuals have repeatedly groped for ways to modernise their country to counter mounting pressures 
from the West. Seen in this perspective, this module will be primarily focused on how China adapted itself to the 
modernising West in order to be accepted as a full and respected member of the international society while preserving its 
own non-Western identity. With this, you should be able to understand towards the end of this module why China now 
values the respect for national sovereignty, territorial integrity and the right of all nations to freely choose their own paths to 
development. Also, for many students of International Relations, China’s entry and integration into the international society 
since the 1970s has been strikingly non-violent. A secondary focus of this module will be on how China and other key 
members of the world have been mutually accommodating to each other and whether China’s 'peaceful rise’ can continue.

PO659 Resistance, Suffering and Leadership                                    
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

3  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

3  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Availability
Not available 2016/17
Contact Hours
This module will be taught through pre-recorded online lectures and seminar teaching.
Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of the module, students will:

be familiar with the political biographies of Gandhi, Mandela and Aung San Suu Kyi8.2 be familiar with the key political 
issues which dominated Gandhi's, Mandela's and Aung San Suu Kyi's lives, 
be familiar with the processes of vocational clarification and the evolution of the self-understanding of Gandhi, Mandela and 
Aung San Suu Kyi as political actors,
be familiar with theories and principles of leadership, and be able to analyse and explain how they apply to concrete 
examples of political leadership,
be able to conduct a focused, comparative study of political biographies,
have a good understanding of 'political biography' as a method in political science and be able to critically evaluate the 
limits and potential insights of this method.

Method of Assessment
A1 Poster 20%, Essay 2500 words 40%, Exam (2hrs) 40%

Preliminary Reading
MK Gandhi, An Autobiography or the Story of My Experiments with Truth (Penguin, 1982)
N Mandela, Long Walk to Freedom (Little, Brown, 1994)
Aung San Suu Kyi, The Voice of Hope (Rider, 2008)

Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
The module will begin with an introduction to biographical narrative as a method in political science and to 'leadership' as a 
concept. Following this introduction, the module will present three ‘icons’ of 20th/21st Century world politics in three blocks 
of three weeks each, leaving one week for a concluding and comparative discussion (and one reading week). Throughout 
the module, the three themes of the title – resistance, suffering (sacrifice) and leadership – will be highlighted and will serve 
as a focus as the module considers the lives of Gandhi, Mandela and Aung San Suu Kyi and their impact on world politics. 
Considering the lives of these iconic figures will allow us to discuss a number of important question, e.g. how they, as 
individuals, made choices that led them to occupy such prominent roles, how they understood themselves and how that 
self-understanding evolved over time, how the historical context provided them with opportunities to exercise influence and 
mobilise mass movements, how resistance and suffering enhanced their leadership roles, and how they used the influence 
they gained. While political science often studies political reality from an aggregate point of view, incorporating large 
numbers of observations through quantitative analyses, PO659 endeavours to explore general patterns in political reality 
through the unique experiences of three individuals and their journey to political stardom. We will also be able to take a 
critical look at how Western culture and politics often appropriate prominent individuals as representatives of liberal values 
without paying attention to the complexities of the relevant local contexts, customs and traditions.
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PO660 International Conflict and Cooperation                                  
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn I     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Availability
This is a required module for the BA in War and Conflict, and is an optional module for all other programmes in the School 
of Politics and International Relations.
Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150
Department Checked
05.03.2021
Learning Outcomes
The intended subject specific learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. Understand and critically assess various definitions of conflict

2. Present a basic understanding of various approaches to the analysis of international conflict

3. Appreciate the diverse range of methods used to study international conflict and conflict resolution, in particular the 
scientific approach.

4. Understand the diverse views on conflict resolution

5. Critically analyse the strengths and weaknesses of different conflict resolution approaches

6. Apply knowledge gained in the module to cases of international conflict

The intended generic learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. Engage critically with political phenomena, including the vocabulary, concepts, theories and methods of political debate

2. Examine and evaluate different interpretations of political events and solutions to problems

3. Describe, evaluate and apply different approaches involved in collecting, analysing and presenting political information

4. Develop reasoned arguments, supported by relevant information, and exercise critical thinking

5. Orally communicate ideas effectively and fluently

6. Communicate ideas effectively and fluently in writing

7. Use information and communication technology for bibliographical searches, data acquisition, data analysis and 
presentation

8. Work independently, demonstrating initiative, self-organisation and time-management
Method of Assessment
Individual Essay, 2500 words OR Group Essay, 3000 words (50%)
Exam, 2 hours (50%)

Reassessment methods: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
Ramsbotham, O. H. Miall; & T. Woodhouse. (2016). Contemporary Conflict Resolution: The Prevention, Management and 
Transformation of Deadly Conflicts, Cambridge: Polity. (4th  Edition). 
Barash, D. and C. Webel. (2017). Peace and Conflict Studies, 4th ed., Thousand Oaks, Sage Publications.
Crocker, C. et al. (2007). Leashing the Dogs of War, Washington, D.C.: USIP Press.
Fisher, R., W.L. Ury, and B. Patton (1991). Getting to Yes: Negotiating Agreement Without Giving In, 2nd Edition. New York: 
Penguin Books. (or any other edition).
Bercovitch, J. and R. Jackson (2009). Conflict Resolution in the 21st century: Principles, Methods, and Approaches. Ann 
Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 

Pre-requisites
None
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Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
The course provides an overview of the broad field of international conflict analysis and resolution. Students have the 
opportunity to explore the motivations driving different forms of conflict, including interpersonal, group and civil violence. 
Students will also be exposed to a range of theories and approaches used to understand violent conflict, and a number of 
different methods of conflict resolution (e.g. negotiation, mediation, peacekeeping operations, and transitional justice.) The 
approach is interdisciplinary and juxtaposes traditional approaches used to study conflict management with new scientific 
studies of conflict and cooperation.

PO661 Fact, Evidence, Knowledge and Power                                     
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

3  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

3  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn I     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

3  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

3  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn I     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Availability
Politics undergraduate courses (see subject requirements for availability)
Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150

Department Checked
12.03.21
Learning Outcomes
The intended subject specific learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the purposes of descriptive and causal analysis in politics and international relations

2. Demonstrate knowledge of the main research designs used in politics and international relations and the ability to 
evaluate their strengths and weaknesses as they are employed to investigate substantive questions of interest

3. Demonstrate knowledge of some of the main ways that researchers collect and analyse data in politics and international 
relations

4. Demonstrate some of the skills in data collection and analysis used by researchers in politics and international relations

The intended generic learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. undertake analysis of complex, incomplete or contradictory areas of knowledge and make carefully constructed 
arguments and advocate solutions to problems

2. be reflective and self-critical in their work

3. communicate ideas effectively and fluently in writing

4. use the internet, bibliographic search engines and online resources, and effectively conduct research, drawing on both 
primary and secondary sources

5. engage in academic and professional communication with others

6. learn independently as required for further study or professional work
Method of Assessment
Moodle quizzes x3 (15%)
Project, 3000 words (85%)

Reassessment methods: 100% coursework
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Preliminary Reading
Reading list (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)

Van Evera, S. (1997). Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science. Cornell University Press.

King, G., Keohane, R. O., & Verba, S. (1994). Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research. 
Princeton University Press.

Brady, H. E., & Collier, D. (Eds.). (2010). Rethinking Social Inquiry: Diverse Tools, Shared Standards. Rowman & Littlefield 
Publisher
Pre-requisites
Pre and/or Co-requisite: POLI6870 Political Research Analysis
Restrictions
Not available to short term students.
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This course builds on students' knowledge of the approaches and methods used in the study of politics and international 
relations introduced in the first year of the degree program and the foundation in the analysis of quantitative data 
established in the second year. Students will be asked to consider the nature and purposes of descriptive and causal 
analysis in politics and international relations. Students will develop skills in choosing, using and evaluating the research 
designs, and techniques for the collection and analyses of data used by researchers in these fields. Emphasis in the course 
will be placed on a mixed methods approach to political analysis that enables student to integrate, analyse and evaluate 
both qualitative and quantitative data. In addition to developing a conceptual and theoretical understanding of different 
approaches to evidence gathering and analyses and how they can be combined, students will also have the opportunity to 
extend their skills in practical data analyses.

PO664 Conflict Analysis and Northern Ireland: History, Politics & Culture     
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Availability
An optional module for all politics and international relations students. Available as an elective module to the wider 
university.
Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150

Department Checked
05.04.2021
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Learning Outcomes
The intended subject specific learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1: demonstrate an in-depth knowledge of the historical development and recent political history of Northern Ireland;

2: understand the connections between events in Northern Ireland from 1921-2013 and wider theoretical principles behind 
conflict management and conflict transformation.

3: evaluate the central issues that underpinned community conflict in Northern Ireland and how British policy evolved in the 
region;

4: apply the empirical detail of the Northern Ireland case to wider conceptual debates relating to the roles of direct and 
indirect actors in conflict, the role of spoilers in emerging peace processes and the advantages and limits of consociational 
democracy in political settlements;

5: understand the linkages between politics, history and culture within a politically divided society;

6: appreciate and understand the complex patterns of sectarianism in Northern Ireland and how relationships between 
nationalists and unionists have been affected by the peace process over the last 20 years.

The intended generic learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1 critically examine, through written course work and oral participation, complex and contested ideas and beliefs and 
synthesise conflicting narratives and arguments.

2 demonstrate an ability to apply theoretical ideas to empirical cases.

3 be reflective and self-critical in their work

4 communicate their ideas effectively and fluently in written coursework and through verbal presentations

5 effectively utilise the various resources required on the module including print and AV sources as well as understanding 
how to reference secondary sources and use other forms of data such as NGO reports, newspapers and more polemical 
materials.

6 engage in academic and professional communication with others

7 have the independent learning ability required for further study or professional work
Method of Assessment
Essay, 3000 words, 50%
Exam, 2 hours, 50%

Reassessment methods: Reassessment instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
Reading list (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)

Cochrane, F. Northern Ireland: The Reluctant Peace, Yale University Press, 2013.
(This will be the core textbook of the course and several of the sessions will be based closely on this new material.)

Arthur, P. (1984) Government and politics of Northern Ireland. – (2nd Ed.) Longman.

Cox, M. Guelke, A & Stephen, F. (Eds.) (2005) A Farewell to Arms? Manchester University Press.

Darby, J. & Mac Ginty, R. (eds.) (2000) The Management of Peace Processes. Macmillan.

English, R. (2003) Armed Struggle Macmillan.

O'Leary, B & McGarry, J. (1996) The politics of Antagonism : understanding Northern Ireland – (2nd Ed.) London, Athlone 
Press.

Tonge, J. Northern Ireland: Conflict and Change. London, Prentice Hall. 1997.
Pre-requisites
None
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This course will provide students with an in-depth knowledge of the recent political history of Northern Ireland. The course 
will be accessible to all students, whether they are new to the topic or not. The main objective of the course is to provide 
students with a greater understanding of one of the most complex regions within the United Kingdom. Students who take 
the course will learn about the central issues that underpinned community conflict, why sectarian conflict broke out in the 
region in the late 1960s, why it continued for so long, and what political dynamics led to the 'peace process' of the 1990s. In 
addition to looking at the conventional historical and political development of Northern Ireland, the course will also focus on 
wider aspects of the society such as representations in Irish poetry, music and sport, and the way in which these have 
mirrored political and cultural relationships within the region.
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PO665 Advanced Topics in Politics and International Relation                  
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Availability
How to register your interest for PO665 (Advanced Topics)

You will not be able to register for modules PO665 through the online module registration process. Instead, you will need to 
register for an alternative module for that term, and then complete the registration of interest form stating which module/s 
you are interested in taking and which module you would drop if you are successful in gaining entry on to your chosen 
module. The form is available on the Politics and IR Student Guide on Moodle, under 'choosing your modules' in the 
Undergraduate Student Section. 

You should return the completed form by e-mail to hssugandpgt@kent.ac.uk by the end of the module registration period 
i.e. 26 March 2021.
Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150
Method of Assessment
100% coursework (Assignment (20%), 4000 word essay (80%))

Pre-requisites
In order to study this module, students must have obtained an average of 60% or more in their stage 2 coursework.

Restrictions
This module is only available to stage 3 students in the School of Politics and International Relations (single or joint 
Honours) who have obtained an average of 60% or more in their stage 2 coursework. This module is not available to short 
term/exchange students. 
Students may only take one topic within this module. 

How to register your interest PO665 (Advanced Topics)

You will not be able to register for PO665 through the online module registration process. Instead, you will need to register 
for an alternative module for that term, and then complete the registration of interest form stating which module/s you are 
interested in taking and which module you would drop if you are successful in gaining entry on to your chosen module.

The form can be found online at https://www.kent.ac.uk/csao/your-studies/modules/subjectreq/index.html under the Politics 
Subject Requirements header. You should return the completed form by e-mail to hssugandpgt@kent.ac.uk by the end of 
the module registration period i.e. 26 March 2021.
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Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module is designed to offer Stage 3 Politics and International Relations students an opportunity to study a topic in 
politics and international relations at an advanced level. Participation will be limited to students who have demonstrated 
strong writing and analytical skills in their Stage 2 coursework (with a minimum average of 60%) and the topics may vary 
from year to year depending on the research and teaching interests of academic staff. The module will build on the 
concepts, theories and methods that students have acquired in their previous studies, introducing them to more advanced 
readings and further developing their knowledge and understanding of the scholarship at the forefront of their discipline in a 
given issue area. Students will work very closely with academic staff and will benefit from their research expertise and 
individual feedback in a small group setting. The module will assist students in developing their critical and analytical skills 
and help them to understand the uncertainty, ambiguity and limits of knowledge concerning their advanced topic in politics 
and/or international relations.

FOR THE 2021/22 ACADEMIC YEAR

Please ignore the information above regarding convenors, the below details are correct for the 2021/22 academic year.
Two topics will be offered in 2021/22, one in the Autumn term and one in the Spring term. Students may only take one topic 
within this module. 

Topic title: The Politics of Climate Change, Convenor: Dr Frank Grundig - AUTUMN TERM 

Climate change is one of the greatest challenges global society will face this century. To successfully address this 
challenge changes will require action at the individual level, the domestic politics level and the international level. This 
module will look at the politics of climate change by looking at individual attitudes and behaviour, national policies in a 
comparative perspective, climate change mobilisation / movements, and international institutions dealing with climate 
change. Since climate change cuts across many academic disciplines this module will also deal with reports that reference 
the science of climate change as well as economic models dealing with the costs of climate change.

Topic title: The Politics of Technology: Utopia or Dystopia? Convenor: Dr Ben Turner - SPRING TERM

Predictions regarding the consequences of technological developments are rife. We are told that artificial intelligence, 
automation and big data are poised to transform our lives in unimaginable ways. For some, these technologies promise 
greater freedom, higher productivity and better lives for all. For others, they exacerbate inequalities, undermine democracy, 
and grant greater powers of surveillance and control to both governments and private corporations. This module will 
introduce students to key transformations in the realm of technology and give them the opportunity to critically analyse the 
political consequences of these changes.

Students will gain an awareness of a range of understandings of technology from political theory and philosophy, including 
approaches from Marxism, Critical Theory, Feminism and Critical Race Theory, which they will apply to a range of issues in 
the study of politics. Some of these themes will be explicitly political, such as the relationship between technology, the 
state, inequality and democracy. Students will also study the impact of technology upon areas of our lives that appear to be 
distant from politics, but when considered in relationship to technology can be seen to be deeply political. These will include 
work, the household and the links between technology, gender and race.

Students will benefit from some prior knowledge of political theory in this module, however it is not strictly a 'theory' module 
and will introduce students to a range of theoretical concepts and case studies. The two-hour weekly seminar will involve 
the close reading of both theoretical and empirical texts and documents and will emphasise student led learning.

PO666 Religion and International Politics                                     
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22

Private study hours: 128

Total study hours: 150
Department Checked
24.02.21
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Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1: understand the key debates surrounding the question of religion in international politics, from the 'clash of civilisations' to 
the ‘power of secular formations’

2: summarise and critically evaluate the dominant theoretical approaches to the study of religion in international politics

3: understand the role of religion and secularity in the processes of state formation, construction of security and production 
of political violence

4: assess the role that religion plays in contemporary practices of emancipation and resistance

5: identify key ethical and normative questions raised by religion in the public sphere

6: apply theoretical perspectives to case studies
Method of Assessment
* Essay, 3000 words, 50%
* Exam, 2 hours, 50%

Reassessment instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
* Judith Butler, Jurgën Habermas, Charles Taylor, Cornel West, The Power of Religion in the Public Sphere, edited by 
Eduardo Mendieta and Jonathan VanAntwerpen, (New York, Columbia University Press, 2011)

* William T. Cavanaugh, The Myth of Religious Violence: Secular Ideology and the Roots of Modern Conflict (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2009)

* Jeffrey Haynes, An Introduction to International Relations and Religion (Pearson, 2nd edition 2011)

* Luca Mavelli, Europe's Encounter with Islam: The Secular and the Postsecular (Abingdon and New York: Routledge, 
2012)

* Luca Mavelli and Fabio Petito (eds.) Towards a Postsecular International Politics: New Forms of Community, Identity, and 
Power (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014)

* Elizabeth Shakman Hurd, The Politics of Secularism in International Relations (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
2008)

* Jack Snyder (ed.), Religion and International Relations Theory (New York: Columbia University Press, 2011)

* Scott Thomas, The Global Resurgence of Religion and the Transformation of International Relations: The Struggle for the 
Soul of the Twenty-first Century (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005).

* Wilson, Erin K. (2011) After Secularism: Rethinking Religion in Global Politics (New York: Palgrave)
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module introduces students to the complex set of questions surrounding religion in international politics. The module 
begins by exploring contending political and sociological understandings of religion at the turn of the 20th century. It looks, 
in particular, at the constructed nature of the categories of the 'religious' and the ‘secular’, and at the limits of the 
secularization thesis, which anticipated the privatization, decline and ultimately disappearance of religion in modernity. The 
discussion then turns to the relation between religion and secularism in Europe – with a focus on the question of European 
identity, multiculturalism, the relation between Europe and Islam and the numerous controversies surrounding Islam in 
Europe – and in the United States – with a focus on the concept of civil religion and the role of religious rhetoric and 
thinking in US foreign policy, particularly in the so-called ‘war on terror’. The module then explores the relation between 
religion and violence by looking at the role of the 16th and 17th wars of religion in the process of modern state formation 
and by asking whether there is a genuine connection between religion and violence. The concluding part of the module 
focuses on the emerging concept of the ‘postsecular’, its contending meanings, understandings and possible applications 
by focusing on the case of the 2011 Egyptian revolution.
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PO667 War and Peace in International Society                                  
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 70% Exam, 30% Coursework        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 200

Department Checked
24.01.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1: understand the complex nature of international society.

2: summarise and critically assess the dominant theories of international society;

3: identify and evaluate the central features of international society;

4: understand continuity and change within international society;

5: apply theoretical perspectives to contemporary international society;

6: identify both practical and ethical problems of international society from a variety of theoretical positions.

Method of Assessment
Essay, 2500 words, 50%
Exam, 2 hours, 50%

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society: A Study of Order in World Politics, 4th Edition (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2012)
Martin Wight, Power Politics 2nd Edition, (London: Leicester University Press, 1995)
Martin Wight, International Theory: The Three Traditions (Leicester: Leicester University Press, 1991)
Adam Watson, Evolution of International Society: A Comparative Historical Analysis @nd Edition (London: Routledge, 2009) 
 
Tim Dunne, Inventing International Society (Basingstoke: Palgrave, 1998)

Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
The purpose of the module is to enable students to critically engage with the International Society (or "English School") 
approach to International Relations. Combining political theory, IR theory, philosophy, sociology, and history this approach 
seeks to understand the theory and practice of international politics by reference to the historical development of relations 
between large scale political entities (from empires, hordes, kingdoms, to the modern nation-state and beyond) and the 
discourses that have emerged (Machiavellian, Grotian, Kantian) in response to the development of first European 
international society and eventually world society. The course focuses on the central features of international society: war 
and peace as they have been conceived by the three traditions and members of the English School from Martin Wight to 
more contemporary figures.
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PO669 Conservatism: Politics and International Relations of the Right         
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150 

Department Checked
20.08.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1: demonstrate an advanced and critical understanding and knowledge of conservative views on the state, the market, 
society and international relations

2: demonstrate in-depth first-hand knowledge of some of the key writings of major conservative thinkers

3: critically engage with the coherence and diversity in the conservative political tradition

4: demonstrate extensive knowledge of the major debates within the conservative political tradition

5: understand critically the political, historical, and social context within which conservative thinkers have developed their 
theories and ideas

6: demonstrate detailed understanding of some of the major criticisms of conservative politics

7: demonstrate a rigorous ability to analyse, make use of and criticise the secondary literature on conservative thinkers and 
their ideas.
Method of Assessment
*Temporary for 21-22 only*
Reconstruction essay (15000 words) (40%)
Essay (3000 words) (60%)

Reassessment instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
* Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790)

* Friedrich Hayek, The Road to Serfdom (1944)

* G.W.F. Hegel, Elements of The Philosophy of Right (1820)

* A. James Gregor, Origins and Doctrine of Fascism: With Selections from Other Works by Giovanni Gentile (2004)

* Corey Robin, The Reactionary Mind: Conservatism from Edmund Burke to Sarah Palin (2011)

* Carl Schmitt, The Concept of the Political, 1996 [1927]

* Roger Scruton, Political Philosophy: An Argument for Conservatism (2003)

* Michael Oakeshott, Rationalism in Politics and Other Essays (1962)

* Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (1840)
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This course is intended to familiarise students with the conservative tradition in modern politics. This is achieved by 
reference to a range of key conservative thinkers selected to help students understand the diversity of the conservative 
tradition and consider what factors help to cohere it. Comparison within the tradition and across a variety of thinkers is 
achieved by examining these thinkers' views on four basic categories of modern politics, namely the state, the market, 
society and international relations. In order to meet these broad learning outcomes, essay questions will be designed in 
order to ensure that students have to compare different thinkers.
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PO671 International Security                                                  
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring I     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22

Private study hours: 128

Total study hours: 150
Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1 Have a detailed knowledge and understanding of traditional and critical approaches to security studies, and their 
significance to the study of international relations

2 apply different approaches within security studies to a wide and diverse area of international security especially 
contemporary threats

3 apply concepts of security studies to specific case studies.

4 Have developed a critical understanding of the key literature in security studies

Method of Assessment
* Writing assignment, 750 words, 10%
* Essay, 2500 words, 40%
* Exam, 2 hours, 50%

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
* Baylis, J. Wirtz, J, Cohen, E & Gray C. (2012). Strategy in the Contemporary World: An Introduction to Strategic Studies, 
4th ed. Oxford : Oxford University Press.

* Collins, A. (ed.) (2010) Contemporary Security Studies, 2nd edition,. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

* Peoples, C & Vaughan-Williams, N. (2010). Critical Security Studies: An Introduction, Abingdon: Routledge.

* Williams, Paul (ed) (2008) Security Studies: An Introduction, Routledge.

Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module provides an introduction to the various approaches to security studies by way of introducing key thinkers, the 
key literature. Its core aim is to provide a solid theoretical and conceptual grounding for students interested in the diversity 
of issues, institutions and actors engaged in the practice of international security.
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PO674 Politics and International Relations Year Abroad                        
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Whole Year H     120 (60) Pass/Fail Only                               
                                                       

Contact Hours
Learning and teaching methods will vary depending on the partner institution and the modules chosen. Inclusive of 
independent study, PO624 will require a total of 1,200 hours of study. The different learning and teaching methods will 
collectively enable students to achieve learning outcomes stated.
Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. study Politics and IR in a different higher education environment

2 . study Politics and IR in a different language (only relevant for the BA with a Language)

3 . Enhance their command of the target language in a native-speaker setting (only relevant for the BA with a Language)
Method of Assessment
The assessment methods are set by the partner institution and will vary depending on which institution and which modules 
are chosen. If students pass a module at the partner institution they will be awarded the corresponding credits for that 
module. Kent will assess PO624 on a pass/fail basis, obtaining the equivalent of 120 Kent credits – as documented by the 
transcript issued by the partner institution – being required to award a pass.

Like for Like Reassessment
Preliminary Reading
Required and recommended reading will be set by the partner institution according to the modules chosen.
Restrictions
Students on the BA in Politics and International Relations with a Language are required to pass the relevant Stage 2 
language module – as detailed in the programme specifications – in order to progress to  Stage A and take PO674.
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
Students take modules equivalent to 120 Kent credits. At least 75% of the credits must be in the discipline of Politics and 
International Relations, while up to 25% may be in other disciplines. For students on the BA with a Language, at least 75% 
of the credits must be in Politics and International Relations and in the target language, while up to 25% may be in other 
disciplines and/or taught in English. The curriculum will vary depending on the partner institution and the modules chosen.

PO675 Politics and IR Internship                                              
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Availability
Stage 3 Only.
Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 14
Total work based hours: 60 minimum 
Private study hours: 70
Total study hours: 150
Department Checked
17.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

1. apply concepts, theories and methods used in the study of politics to the analysis of political issues

2. Have learned how the intellectual knowledge gained through university study can be applied to a variety of practical 
work-based tasks and issues;

3. Have gained an awareness and understanding of the nature of work within the broad politics field, and of some of the key 
knowledge-based and practical issues facing employees and organisations

4. Have developed an understanding of the value of work-based learning opportunities for students of Politics and 
International Relations, and been able to communicate this understanding to fellow students.

5. Have developed a set of learning and practical skills related to the work undertaken in the placement organisation.
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Method of Assessment
Essay, 3000 words, 50%
Portfolio, 35%
Presentation, 10-15 minutes, 15%

Reassessment instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
* Boys, J. D and Keating, M. F. (2009) 'The Policy Brief: Building Practical and Academic Skills in International Relations 
and Political Science', Politics, 29:3.

* Curtis, S. and Blair, A. (2011) The Scholarship of Engagement for Politics: Placement Learning, Citizenship and 
Employability. Birmingham: C-SAP

* Dewey, J. (1910). How We Think. Massachusetts: DC Heath and Company

* Doherty, L. (2013), 'Gender Mainstreaming in Political Science Experiential Learning Programs', Politics & Gender, 9:02

* Helyer, R. (2010). The Work-based Learning Students Handbook. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan

* Koehler, C. T. (1980), 'The Intern and the Internship: "From Beginning to End"', Teaching Political Science, 7:3.

* Kolb, D. (1983). Experiential Learning: Experience as the Source of Learning and Development London: Prentice Hall

* Moon, J. (2004). A Handbook of Reflective and Experiential Learning: Theory and Practice. London: Routledge

* Moon, J. and Schokman, W. (2000). 'Political Science Research Internships and Political Science Education' Politics, 20:3

* Norton, Phillip (Lord Norton of Louth). (2008). Parliamentary Placements: The Benefits and Challenges’ Enhancing 
Learning in the Social Sciences, 1:1
Restrictions
This module is not available to short term students. Stage 3 only. Places on the module are limited to 20 students and are 
only available to students in the School of Politics and International Relations (single and joint Honours); students will be 
required to attend an interview and participation in the module is subject to students obtaining their own internship. 

How to register your interest for this module:

You will not be able to register for PO675 through the online module registration process. Instead, you will need to register 
for an alternative Autumn term module, and then complete the registration of interest form stating which module/s you are 
interested in taking and which module you would drop if you are successful in gaining entry on to your chosen module. 

The form can be found online at https://www.kent.ac.uk/csao/your-studies/modules/subjectreq/index.html under the Politics 
Subject Requirements header. You should return the completed form by e-mail to hssugandpgt@kent.ac.uk by the end of 
the module registration period i.e. 26 March 2021.
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module blends practical workplace experience, in the form of an internship in the area of politics and international 
relations, with taught seminars and private study. The internship will allow students to experience first-hand the practical 
application of their degree subject in the wider world of work, and will provide the opportunity to develop transferable skills 
such as teamwork, communication and self-organisation. The taught seminars will provide an opportunity to reflect upon, 
and develop, knowledge of the sector and its relationship with the academic field of study, using the student's internship 
experiences and a range of other resources. This will include input from School staff and alumni working in relevant fields, 
as well as appropriate support from employability and careers-guidance professionals.

It will be the student's responsibility to source and apply for internship opportunities, but assistance will be provided both by 
the School's Employability Co-ordinator and the University's Careers and Employability Service. These opportunities should 
be in an organisation whose aims and activities are broadly related to politics and international relations, and the internship 
should reflect these activities and give the student the opportunity to work in a way which allows the module learning 
objectives to be achieved. Students on pre-approved School-administered internships will also be eligible to take this 
module.
 
The internship must consist of at least 60 hours of work, but this may be spread across a number of days / weeks and need 
not be a full-time position. The module convenor will approve of all internship opportunities prior to their commencement 
and students are advised to liaise closely with the module convenor and other appropriate staff in good time. Internships 
must finish by the date of the final seminar, and the School will provide all documentation  and relevant insurance  / health 
and safety checks  to ensure that the placement meets both University and sector requirements and guidance on work-
related learning opportunities. Students who fail to complete necessary paperwork relating to their internship and the 
module will be unable to proceed.

PO676 The Radical Right in Western Democracies                                
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
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1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Contact Hours
Total Hours: 150
Contact hours: 22 
Private study: 128 hours
Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to demonstrate

8.1 Systematic and comparative knowledge of the historical factors and circumstances that contribute to the formation and 
evolution of right-wing movements and parties in contemporary Western democracies.

8.2 The ability to identify, describe, characterise radical right-wing ideas and ideologies and to critically evaluate the political 
vision(s) they are based on.

8.3 Comprehensive knowledge of contemporary and current debates – within both a political and a scholarly context – on 
the activities of radical right-wing movements and parties in Western democracies; as well as the ability to discern 
advocacy and analysis within those debates.

8.4 The ability to use current concepts and theories informed by the forefront of the academic literature on right-wing 
extremism in order to describe, analyse and critically evaluate the complex interaction between ideology (ideas) and 
political practice in the specific context of radical right-wing ideologies and contemporary Western democracies,

8.5 The ability to critically evaluate, interpret and use appropriate techniques for the analysis of radical right-wing 
movements and parties operating in a democratic environment, including quantitative methods of analysis.
Method of Assessment
Essay, 3,000 Words: 50%
Exam, 2 Hours: 50%

Reassessment instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
Each week of activity is accompanied with its own reading list. However, core books will be used throughout the module, 
and should be considered as compulsory reading. These are:

* Art, David (2011) Inside the Radical Right: The Development of Anti-Immigrant Parties in Western Europe, Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press.

* Betz, Hans-Georg (1994), Radical Right-Wing Populism in Western Europe, Basingstoke: Macmillan

* Eatwell, Roger (2000) 'The Rebirth of the Extreme Right in Western Europe', Parliamentary Affairs, vol. 53, no.3: 407-25.

* Ford, Robert and Matthew Goodwin (2014) Revolt on the Right: Explaining Support for the Radical Right in Britain, 
London: Routledge.

* Hainsworth, Paul (2000) The Politics of the Extreme Right: From the Margins to the Mainstream, London: Pinter.

* Ignazi, Piero (2006), Extreme Right Parties in Western Europe, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

* Mudde, Cas (2007) Populist Radical Right Parties in Europe, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

* Norris, Pippa (2005), Radical Right, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

* Rydgren, Jens (2007) ‘The Sociology of the Radical Right’, Annual Review of Sociology, vol. 33, pp.241-262.
Restrictions
This module is limted to 100 students and preference may be given to Liberal Arts and Politics and IR students. This 
module is open to Stage 3 students only. This module is not available to short term/exchange students.
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
One of the most striking developments in established Western democracies has been the electoral growth of extreme right 
and radical right-wing political parties. In this module students will investigate the nature and rise of extreme and radical 
right-wing parties, while also exploring other related issues such as right-wing extremist and racially-motivated violence 
and/or terrorism. This module will introduce students to the academic literature that has followed a resurgence of support 
for the extreme right. The module will familiarise students with conceptual and theoretical debates within this literature, and 
introduce students to some of the associated methodological debates. Students will be encouraged to think critically about 
concepts, classifications, ideologies, electoral behaviour and the broader implications of the rise of these parties and social 
movements in areas such as public policy and social cohesion.
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PO678 Liberal Arts Year Abroad                                                
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Whole Year H     120 (60) Pass/Fail Only                               
                                                       

Availability
Available on BA Liberal Arts with a Year Abroad only
Contact Hours
Learning and teaching methods will vary depending on the host institution and the modules chosen. Inclusive of 
independent study this module will require a total of 1,200 hours of study to be assessed by the convenor of the Liberal Arts 
year abroad programme through consultation with the host university. The different learning and teaching methods will 
collectively enable students to achieve
Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

8.1 understand the everyday processes and productions of people in the country visited, through living and studying abroad.

8.2 understand, through first-hand experience of life in another culture, how people influence and adapt to their social, 
cultural and physical environments while nonetheless possessing a capacity for individual agency which can allow them to 
transcend environmental constraints.

8.3 understand how social, cultural and/or biological diversity influences human relationships and organisation, in the 
context of living in another culture
Method of Assessment
Pass/fail
Preliminary Reading
Readings will vary, depending on which modules students register for during the year abroad.
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
Students will spend one academic year studying in a University with which Kent has agreements for such exchanges. The 
purpose of the Year Abroad is to give students an opportunity to further their experience by living in another culture, as well 
as studying in a new HE context. Students develop a learning agreement (i.e. list of modules to be taken) with the module 
convenor (Year Abroad Coordinator) before commencing the year abroad. Students are registered for this module during

their Year Abroad. During the year abroad students will follow the modules in their learning agreements at their host 
universities and therefore the curriculum will vary for each student depending on the host institution and modules chosen. 
All students are encouraged to take modules in the local language which augment their Liberal Arts studies, particularly 
through continuing to build on knowledge acquired in optional and compulsory modules in Stages 1 and 2. They are also 
allowed to take one module per term in English and to register for language modules.

PO679 Research Dissertation                                                   
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Whole Year H     45 (22.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Whole Year H     45 (22.5) 70% Project, 30% Coursework      
                                                       
            

Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 39
Private study hours: 411
Total study hours: 450
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will:
- be familiar with the academic literature relevant to their research project
- be able to construct a research question
- be able to locate, explain and justify the significance of their research by relating it to ongoing debates in the relevant 
literature
- be familiar with the theories, concepts and methods relevant to their research projects
- be able to develop a research design to enable them to answer their central research question
- be able, within the framework of the research design, to conduct research that relates to the forefront of the discipline
- be able to draw on feedback from peers and academic supervisors, exercise reflection and self-criticism, and manage 
time and resources effectively
- be able to communicate the findings of their research effectively and fluently, both orally (in a conference setting) and in a 
substantial piece of writing (8,000-word dissertation)

Page 42

2021-22 Social Sciences Undergraduate Stage 2 & 3 Module Handbook



Method of Assessment
Student Conference Presentation, 15-20 minutes (15%)
Dissertation Outline, 1000 words (5%)
Draft Chapter (literature review or theory chapter, max. 2000 words) (10%)
Dissertation, 8000 words (70%)
Preliminary Reading
Toshkov, Dimiter. 2016.  Research Design in Political Science, Basingstoke: Palgrave
Greetham, Bryan. 2014. How to write your undergraduate dissertation, London: Palgrave (2nd edition)
Halperin, Sandra and Oliver Heath. 2017. Political Research: Methods and Practical Skills, Oxford: Oxford University Press 
(2nd edition)
Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, Joseph. M. Williams, Joseph Bizup and William T. Fitzgerald. 2016. The Craft of 
Research, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 4th edition).
Cottrell, Stella. 2013. The Study Skills Handbook, 4th Edition, Basingstoke: Palgrave.
Cottrell, Stella. 2014. Dissertations and Project Reports: A Step by Step Guide, Basingstoke: Palgrave
Emden, Joan van and Lucinda Becker. 2016. Presentation Skills for Students, London: Palgrave (3rd Edition)
Restrictions
The module can only be taken in Stage 3 by students in the School of Politics and International Relations (including Joint 
Honours). Only students with a coursework average of at least 60% in Stage 2 are normally to be allowed to register for this 
module (this refers to coursework marks only, not the coursework and exam mark average). Students are only permitted to 
take one dissertation module i.e. students selecting PO679 will not be permitted to take an additional dissertation module 
from another School. This restriction applies to all Pol/IR students, including Joint Honours. This module is not available to 
short term students.
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
The research dissertation module aims to give students of politics and international relations the opportunity to do 
independent and original research on a topic of their choice. While we try to give students as much freedom as possible in 
their choice of topic, the final thesis title will require approval by the module convenor in order to ensure that (a) the title falls 
within the subject area of politics and international relations (broadly conceived) and that (b) the learning resources and 
expertise available in the School allow us to supervise the dissertation.

Many PO679 students already know the general area of their dissertation topic at the time of their registration for the 
module but there is still a long way to travel from your 'interests' in a particular topic or research area to a suitable and 
feasible dissertation title. In PO679 you will go through the entire process of writing a dissertation (8,000 words long): from 
the original 'problem' to a suitable research 'question', to choosing a method, to designing your research, to conducting the 
research; from taking notes to drafting the dissertation, to revising and writing the dissertation, and finally to submitting the 
dissertation. Lectures, supervision and a conference will help you along the way.

We recommend PO679 to all students considering postgraduate studies. Most postgraduate programmes – at MA, MPhil 
and PhD level – require you to write a substantial dissertation.

PLEASE NOTE: PO679 is worth 45 credits. If you wish to take PO679, please keep this in mind when choosing your other 
modules. PO679 is worth 15 credits in autumn term, and 30 in spring. The module is weighted more to the Spring term to 
enable you to dedicate the time needed to produce your dissertation.

As you can chose the equivalent of 4 x 15 credits in the autumn and 4 x 15 in the Spring, picking PO679 would look like this: 

Autumn: 
PO679
XX
XX
XX

Spring:
PO679
PO679
XX
XX
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PO682 How to Start a Revolution: Ideas and Practices of Political Resistance  
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Contact Hours
Contact Hours: 22
Private Study Hours: 128
Total: 150

Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will:
Be able to identify, summarise and critically analyse historically relevant and commonly used justifications for offering 
resistance to political authority
Be able to critically analyse concrete examples of resistance (historical or current) offered to political authority in terms of 
underlying ideas and aims, methods used, and outcomes achieved
Be able to identify, describe and critically analyse commonly used methods of political resistance in terms of their moral 
justification, effectiveness and lasting impact,
Be familiar with, and be able to analyse and review, the moral and political discourse on the role of violence in political 
resistance,
Be able to conceptualise and analyse the complex relationship between political ideas and political practice within the 
context of resistance.

Method of Assessment
Either:
Track 1:
Essay 1 (Outline): Maximum of 1000 Words: 20%
Essay 2: Maximum of 4000 Words: 80%
Or:
Track 2:
Essay 1 (Outline): Maximum of 1000 Words: 20%
Documented Practice of Resistance: recorded performative element (either photography, film, or audio recording) and 
accompanying Written Component (Max 2,500 words)

Preliminary Reading
Plato, Apology (numerous editions available online)
Mohandas Gandhi, The Essential Writings (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008)
David Henry Thoreau, "Civil Disobedience", classic essay widely available online and in print, e.g. in Hugo Adam Bedau 
(ed.), Civil Disobedience in Focus (London: Routledge, 1991), pp.28-48
Vaclav Havel, The power of the powerless: citizens against the state in central-eastern Europe (Armonk, N.Y. : M.E. 
Sharpe, 1985), available as e-book
Claudia Mesch, Art and Politics: A Small History of Art for Social Change Since 1945 (London: IB Tauris, 2013)
Dorothee Soelle, The Silent Cry: Mysticism and Resistance (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001)
Manuel Castells, Networks of Outrage and Hope: Social Movements in the Internet Age, (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2nd ed. 
2015), available through the library catalogue as e-book 
Sarah H. Awad, Brady Wagoner (eds), Street Art of Resistance (New York, Palgrave Macmillan 2018), available as e-book
Extinction Rebellion, This is Not a Drill: An Extinction Rebellion Handbook (Penguin Books, 2019)

Restrictions
This module is limited to 25 students, restricted to stage 3 students only and cannot be taken by short term students. 
Priority may be given to students in Politics and IR.
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
The module provides an overview of some of the core arguments and issues that arise within the context of debates on 
political resistance: moral justifications of resistance to political authority, the techniques of resistance employed in 
historical examples, the presuppositions underpinning these techniques, the tensions and difficulties that typically arise in 
any act of resistance. Starting with Socrates, sent to the Athenians to act as a 'gadfly', the module will look at selected 
historical examples of resistance, identify and analyse aims and methods, and review and discuss outcomes and 
consequences. A special feature of this module is that students can submit a ‘documented practice of resistance’ for 
assessment.

PO683 Politics in East Asia                                                   
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn I     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn I     15 (7.5) 60% Coursework, 40% Exam        
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Availability
Compulsory module on BA in Politics and International Relations with a year in the Asia-Pacific. 

Optional module on other BA programmes taught in the School of Politics and International Relations.
Contact Hours
Total Contact Hours: 22
Private Study Hours: 128
Total: 150 hours
Department Checked
12.03.21
Learning Outcomes
The intended subject specific learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

8.1 Understand the key developments in the politics and international relations of East Asia since 1945.

8.2 Understand how governments in East Asia are structured and how political parties and civil society interact with 
governments.

8.3 Analyse and discuss the causes of major domestic and international political decisions and policies in East Asia since 
1945

8.4 Develop expertise in ongoing political developments and challenges in at least one East Asia country

8.5 Provide informed analysis and advice on East Asian leaders' current policy challenges and political decision-making

8.6 Use effectively the knowledge earned from the study of East Asia to do comparative studies of politics and international 
relations.

The intended generic learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

9.1 engage critically with political phenomena, including the vocabulary, concepts, theories and methods of political debate

9.2 examine and evaluate different interpretations of political issues, events and solutions to problems

9.3 describe, evaluate and apply different approaches involved in collecting, analysing and presenting political information

9.4 develop reasoned arguments, synthesise relevant information and exercise critical judgement

9.5 reflect on and manage their own learning and seek to make use of constructive feedback from peers and staff to 
enhance their performance and personal skills

9.6 communicate ideas effectively and fluently

9.7 use information and communication technology for bibliographical searches, data acquisition, data analysis and 
presentation

9.8 work independently, demonstrating initiative, self-organisation and time-management
Method of Assessment
The module will be assessed by 60% Coursework and 40% Exam.

Coursework (60%) comprising:
Seminar participation: 20%
Essay – 3,000 words: 40%
Exam - Two hours: 40%

Reassessment methods: 100% coursework.

Page 45

2021-22 Social Sciences Undergraduate Stage 2 & 3 Module Handbook



Preliminary Reading
Reading list (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)

The following are the major text (marked with an *) and book-length references for this module, and they are to be aided by 
relevant journal articles:

*Bruce Bueno De Mesquita and Alastair Smith, The Dictator's Handbook: Why Bad Behaviour is Almost Always Good 
Politics (Public Affairs, 2011).

*Louis Hayes, Political Systems of East Asia: China, Korea, and Japan (ME Sharpe, 2012).

*Xiaoming Huang and Jason Young, Politics in Pacific Asia: An Introduction (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016).

Dower, J. W. (2000) Embracing defeat: Japan in the wake of World War II. WW Norton & Company

Stueck, W. (2002) Rethinking the Korean War. A New Diplomatic and Strategic History. Princeton University Press

Dikötter, F. (2013) The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957. Bloomsbury Publishing USA

Gao, C. (2008) The battle for China's past: Mao and the Cultural Revolution. Pluto press

Kihl, Y.W., & Kim, H.N. (2006) (eds.) North Korea: The Politics of Regime Survival. Armonk, NY: M. E. Sharpe

Diamond, L., & Plattner, M. L. (eds.) Democracy in East Asia. Johns Hopkins University Press

Zhao, D. (2004). The power of Tiananmen: State-society relations and the 1989 Beijing student movement. University of 
Chicago Press

Grietens, S.C. (2017) Dictators and their Secret Police: Coercive Institutions and State Violence. Cambridge University 
Press

Scheiner, E. (2006). Democracy Without Competition in Japan: Opposition Failure in One-Party Dominant Japan. New 
York: Cambridge University Press

Shirk, S. L. (2007) China: fragile superpower. Oxford University Press
Pre-requisites
None
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module will address the major milestones in the politics and international relations of East Asia since 1945. We will 
analyse the causes and significance for East Asian countries of events such as the Korean War, the Cultural Revolution, 
the economic take-off of both Japan and South Korea, China's economic reforms, democratisation across the region, and 
US-China competition.

A central theme of the module will be analysing the decisions that leaders take in order to hold onto power – from 
repression and liberalisation to corruption, purges, and propaganda – and how these decisions continue to influence the 
domestic and international politics of East Asian countries. We will explore differences in the countries’ domestic political 
systems to help understand major historical and contemporary policies, and the influence of economic and security 
considerations.

PO684 Contemporary Development and Security Challenges in the Asia-Pacific    
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Spring H     15 (7.5) 50% Coursework, 50% Exam        
                                                       
             

Availability
This is a required module for the BA in Politics and International Relations with a Year in the Asia-Pacific, and is an optional 
module for all other programmes in the School of Politics and International Relations.
Contact Hours
Contact Hours: 22
Private Study Hours: 128
Total hours: 150
Department Checked
12.03.21
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Learning Outcomes
The intended subject specific learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will:

8.1 have empirical knowledge of various Asia-Pacific political, economic and social issues and challenges which are having 
impact beyond the region.

8.2 understand the trajectory of the contending development and security issues in the Asia-Pacific region and their 
potential to impact upon security beyond the region.

8.3 understand the roles of various state and non-state actors that shape the politics of the Asia-Pacific region and beyond.

8.4 understand how various political and International Relations theories can be usefully applied to the study of the issues 
which impact upon the Asia-Pacific region and beyond.

8.5 have mastery of the research skills for doing comparative political studies.

The intended generic learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

9.1 examine and evaluate different interpretations of political issues, events and solutions to problems

9.2 develop reasoned arguments, synthesis relevant information and exercise critical judgement

9.3 reflect on and manage their own learning and seek to make use of constructive feedback from peers and staff to 
enhance their performance and personal skills

9.4 communicate ideas effectively and fluently in writing

9.5 use information and communication technology for bibliographical searches, data acquisition, data analysis and 
presentation

9.6 work independently, demonstrating initiative, self-organisation and time-management
Method of Assessment
The module will be assessed by 50% Coursework and 50% Exam.

Coursework (50%) comprising:
Seminar participation: 20%
Essay – 2,500 words: 30%
Exam: Two hours, 50%

Reassessment Instrument: 100% Coursework
Preliminary Reading
Reading list (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)

The following are the main text (marked with an *) and book-length references for the module, and they are to be aided by 
relevant journal articles:

Amitav Acharya, Non-Western International Relations Theory: Perspectives On and Beyond Asia (Abingdon: Routledge, 
2009).

Anna M. Agathangelou and Ling L. H. M. (2009) Transforming World Politics: From Empire to Multiple Worlds, London, 
Routledge.

John G. Ikenberry and M. Mastanduno, ends (2003) International Relations Theory and the Asia-Pacific. New York: 
Columbia University Press.

* Derek McDougall, Asia-Pacific in World Politics (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 2016).

David Shambaugh and Michael Yahuda (eds), International Relations of Asia (Lanham, MD: Rowan & Littlefield, 2014).
Pre-requisites
None
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
In this course, we shall examine the most urgent developments and security issues that affect the Asia-Pacific region.

It will start with an overview of International Relations theories and an exploration of whether non-Western International 
Relations theories will be a better alternative in understanding the development and security challenges in the Asia-Pacific.

We will then address the key international development and security dilemmas in the region. These include: the Taiwan 
problem; nuclear proliferation on the Korean peninsula; the danger of nationalism in Japan and beyond; territorial disputes 
in the South China Sea; and ensuring economic growth and regional cooperation throughout the Asia-Pacific.

Finally, we will ask whether the influence and authority of the US, the incumbent hegemon in the Asia-Pacific region, are in 
decline and its preeminent role will soon be replaced by a rising China, and whether great-power confrontation is inevitable.

PO685 Connections                                                             
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Whole Year I     30 (15) 100% Coursework                         
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Availability
BA (Hons) Liberal Arts
BA (Hons) Liberal Arts with Year Abroad
Contact Hours
Contact hours: 40
Private Study Hours: 260
Total Study Hours: 300
Department Checked
08.03.2021
Learning Outcomes
The intended subject specific learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

8.1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key discourses within the sciences, humanities and social sciences, how 
they were implemented, and their impact on broader society.

8.2 Understand the relevance of great books across a variety of disciplines, including but not limited to philosophy, history, 
politics, sociology, literature, art and the sciences.

8.3 Critically evaluate primary and secondary literature across a disciplinary range spanning social sciences, natural 
sciences and humanities appropriate to the disciplines

8.4 Critically analyse and debate module-relevant topics across a disciplinary range spanning social sciences, natural 
sciences and humanities

The intended generic learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

9.1 Employ analytical skills for the interpretation of arguments, evidence and data from published sources

9.2 Use information technology to retrieve, analyse and present information

9.3 Use reasoning to construct arguments within different intellectual contexts and disciplines, and to formulate and 
address research questions and problems

9.4 Communicate across disciplines

9.5 Make use of constructive informal feedback from staff and peers to assess own progress

9.6 Work independently and manage time and workloads in order to meet personal and group targets and imposed 
deadlines
Method of Assessment
Two reading diaries (one each term), each worth 10% of the overall mark
Two 2,000 word essays (one each term), each worth 40% of the overall mark.

Reassessment methods: 100% coursework reassessment.
Preliminary Reading
Reading list (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)

The module focuses on classic, primary texts and sources. The module outline will specify which editions/translations are to 
be used.

Plato, The Republic. Various editions.

Augustine, The City of God. Various editions.

Hobbes, The Leviathan. Various editions.

Hegel, Lectures on the Philosophy of World History. Various editions.

Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto. Various editions.

De Beauvoir, The Second Sex. Various editions.
Pre-requisites
None
Restrictions
This module will be capped at 20 students and priority given to POLIR students.
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
One of the strengths of the Liberal Arts programme is its ability to draw connections between various fields of knowledge of 
disciplines that have become increasingly fragmented. By focusing on great books of the past and present that straddle 
across disciplinary boundaries, this module helps students build bridges between various areas of knowledge. While the 
content will differ from year to year, depending on student and staff interests, this module will explore key themes in 
philosophy, history, social and political sciences, humanities, literature, art, and the hard sciences. It will aim to show that 
these disciplines have a great deal in common, and that understanding across great works help create a deeper 
understanding of contemporary issues. By engaging students with qualitative and quantitative data, it will also allow them to 
interpret and reflect on information coming from a wide range of sources.
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PO689 Who Do You Think You Are? On Critical Identity Theories                 
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Availability
Optional to all programmes owned by Politics and International Relations.

Available as an elective module.
Contact Hours
Total contact hours 22
Total private study hours 128
Total module study hours 150
Department Checked
05.03.2021
Learning Outcomes
The intended subject specific learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

8.1 demonstrate systematic understanding of contemporary identity politics

8.2 Accurately interpret some of the key texts in modern and contemporary critical theory;

8.3 Devise and sustain debates about identity, difference and judgement in their own words in a coherent manner;

8.4 Critically evaluate different perspectives in modern and contemporary identity politics and have the ability to situate 
them vis-à-vis one another;

8.5 Analyse the challenges contemporary theories of identity pose to mainstream theories of politics;

8.6 Evaluate the relationship between identity-oriented theories and developments within practical politics.

The intended generic learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

9.1 gather, organize and deploy evidence, data and information from a variety of secondary and some primary sources.

9.2 identify, investigate, analyse, formulate and advocate solutions to problems.

9.3 have developed concepts at the forefront of analytical reasoning, and the assembly of well-structured, balanced and 
reasoned arguments

9.4 reflect on and manage their own learning critically
Method of Assessment
Portfolio 1,000 words 20%
Essay 4,000 words 80%

Reassessment methods: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
Reading list (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)

bell hooks, Ain't I a woman: Black Women and Feminism, New York: Routledge, [1981] 2015.

Franz Fanon, Black Skin, White Masks, London: Pluto, [1952] 2008.

John Rawls, A Theory of Justice, Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, [1971] 2005.

Axel Honneth, The Struggle for Recognition: The Moral Grammar of Social Conflicts, Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1996.

Judith Butler, 'Recognition and Critique: an interview with Judith Butler', Distinktion: Scandinavian Journal of Social Theory, 
vol. 13, no. 1, April 2012, 139-144.

Susan Stryker and Stephen Whittle (eds), The Transgender Studies Reader, London: Routledge, 2006.
Pre-requisites
None
Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
The main title can be read in two ways. On the one hand, it is an appeal to reflect on the conditions of our subjectivity. On 
the other hand, it can be read as the expression of a judgement upon a subject's ability to act/speak/feel etc. In this module, 
both of these aspects will be explored: 'what are the conditions of our identity, and how do these relate to differences 
between us?’, and ‘what is the nature of judgement and when, if ever, is it legitimate to judge others?’. This will then form 
the basis for a third part of the module which will consider the extent to which reflection on oneself and the judgement of 
others are related or not. This nexus of issues is at the heart of contemporary debates about identity politics and the 
primary literature for the module will draw from these debates. Equally importantly, however, is that these contemporary 
debates speak directly to concepts and theories first developed within the canon of critical work within modern European 
philosophy. The module, therefore, will explore contemporary debates with reference to this philosophical background to 
assess the ways in which the critical tradition can inform the debates as well as considering the ways in which the 
contemporary debates can help redefine what we understand by the critical tradition.
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PO693 Politics and Conflict in Sub-Saharan Africa                             
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

1  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Autumn H     15 (7.5) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Availability
This module is primarily designed for students on BA programmes within the School of Politics and International Relations.

Available as an elective module.
Contact Hours
Total contact hours: 22 hours
Private study hours: 128
Total study hours: 150
Department Checked
05.03.2021
Learning Outcomes
The intended subject specific learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

8.1 Demonstrate critical understanding of key theoretical debates over processes of political and social change in 
contemporary sub-Saharan Africa.

8.2 Show a comprehensive understanding of the key concepts through which to analyse the main political dynamics in sub-
Saharan Africa

8.3 Critically understand the roles of different actors within key political, economic and social power structures within sub-
Saharan African states.

8.4 Show an advanced understanding of trends in democratisation and authoritarian rule in post-colonial sub-Saharan 
African regimes

8.5 Critically assess the factors that drive political instability and conflict within and across sub-Saharan African states.

The intended generic learning outcomes. On successfully completing the module students will be able to:

9.1 Have a high level of conceptual understanding that will allow them to critically evaluate a range of theoretical arguments 
found within the scholarly literature.

9.2 Have a comprehensive understanding of research methods in their discipline, including an awareness of the strengths 
and limitations of different methods.

9.3 Be able to undertake analysis of complex, incomplete or contradictory areas of knowledge.

9.4 Be reflective and self-critical in their research work.

9.5 Be able to engage in oral and written academic and professional communication with others, demonstrating skill in 
analysing and presenting scholarly information in the appropriate form.

9.6 Have independent learning ability required for continuing professional study.
Method of Assessment
Essay 1 (2,500 words) (40%)
Essay 2 (2,500 words) (60%)

Reassessment methods: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
Reading list (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)

Thomson A (2016) An Introduction to African Politics. Fourth edition. London; New York: Routledge/Taylor & Francis Group.

N Cheeseman and D Anderson, Routledge Handbook of African Politics. Routledge (2013)

Crawford Young, The Postcolonial State in Africa: Fifty Years of Independence, University of Wisconsin Press (2012)

Kate Baldwin, The Paradox of Traditional Chiefs in Democratic Africa, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (2015)

William Brown and Sophie Harman (eds) African Agency and International Politics, Routledge (2013)

Mahmood Mamdani, Citizen and Subject: Contemporary Africa and the Legacy of Late Colonialism, Princeton University 
Press (1996)

Achille Mbembe, On the Postcolony, University of California Press (2001)
Pre-requisites
None
Restrictions
Cannot be taken with POLI9610 (PO961)
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Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
This module explores topics and themes in post-colonial sub-Saharan African politics, with a particular focus on conflict and 
peacebuilding. We will look at colonial legacies, processes of state formation, and the nature and dynamics of political 
development at the national and local levels. We will also critically reflect on theories and concepts developed in the fields 
of comparative politics, peace and conflict research, and international relations and apply them to the study of Africa. In this 
module, we aim at offering solid foundations to the understanding of politics and conflict in Africa, which include colonial 
legacies, societal characteristics and economic challenges that shape the politics of sub-Saharan African states until today.

SE606 Connections                                                             
Version Campus Term(s) Level Credit (ECTS) Assessment Convenor

2  Canterbury   
                     
                     
         

Whole Year I     30 (15) 100% Coursework                         
                                                       
     

Availability
BA Liberal Arts (with and without year abroad)

Contact Hours
Total Contact hours: 40

Private Study Hours: 260

Total Study Hours: 300

Department Checked
24.02.21
Learning Outcomes
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:
8.1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key discourses within the sciences, humanities and social sciences, how 
they were implemented, and their impact on broader society.
8.2 Understand the relevance of great books across a variety of disciplines, including but not limited to philosophy, history, 
politics, sociology, literature, art and the sciences. 
8.3 Critically evaluate primary and secondary literature across a disciplinary range spanning social sciences, natural 
sciences and humanities appropriate to the disciplines
8.4 Critically analyse and debate module-relevant topics across a disciplinary range spanning social sciences, natural 
sciences and humanities

Method of Assessment
* Two reading diaries (one each term), each worth 10% of the overall mark
* Two 2,000 word essays (one each term), each worth 40% of the overall mark.

Reassessment Instrument: 100% coursework
Preliminary Reading
The module focuses on classic, primary texts and sources. The module outline will specify which editions/translations are to 
be used.
• Plato, The Republic. Various editions.
• Augustine, The City of God. Various editions.
• Hobbes, The Leviathan. Various editions.
• Hegel, Lectures on the Philosophy of World History. Various editions.
• Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto. Various editions.
• De Beauvoir, The Second Sex. Various editions.

Synopsis <span style ="color:red;">*</span>
One of the strengths of the Liberal Arts programme is its ability to draw connections between various fields of knowledge of 
disciplines that have become increasingly fragmented. By focusing on great books of the past and present that straddle 
across disciplinary boundaries, this module helps students build bridges between various areas of knowledge. While the 
content will differ from year to year, depending on student and staff interests, this module will explore key themes in 
philosophy, history, social and political sciences, humanities, literature, art, and the hard sciences. It will aim to show that 
these disciplines have a great deal in common, and that understanding across great works help create a deeper 
understanding of contemporary issues. By engaging students with qualitative and quantitative data, it will also allow them to 
interpret and reflect on information coming from a wide range of sources.
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