[bookmark: _GoBack]Programme Specification

	Please note: This specification provides a concise summary of the main features of the programme and the learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if he/she passes the programme. More detailed information on the learning outcomes, content and teaching, learning and assessment methods of each module can be found in the programme handbook. The accuracy of the information contained in this specification is reviewed by the University and may be checked by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education. 



	MA Creative Writing; Extended MA in Creative Writing



	1. Awarding Institution/Body
	University of Kent

	2. Teaching Institution
	University of Kent 

	3. School responsible for management of the programme
	School of English

	4. Teaching Site
	Paris

	5. Mode of Delivery
	Full-time
Part-time

	6. Programme accredited by
	N/A

	7. a) Final Award
	MA 

	7.   b) Alternative Exit Awards
	MA in Creative Writing
PG Diploma in Creative Writing 
PG Certificate in Creative Writing

	8. Programme
	Creative Writing

	9. UCAS Code (or other code)
	N/A

	10. Credits/ECTS value
	180 Credits (90 ECTS) for the MA degree 
240 credits (120 ECTS) for the Extended MA.

	11. Study Level
	Postgraduate  - level 7

	12. Relevant QAA subject benchmarking group(s)
	

	13. Date of creation/revision 
	August 2016/revised June 2017/ FSO Jan 2018/ revised Sep 2019/revised Feb 2020

	14. Intended Start Date of Delivery of this Programme
	September 2020



	15. Educational Aims of the Programme
The programme aims to:

	· provide students with a focused programme of taught postgraduate study in creative writing 
· provide students with a taught foundation for subsequent postgraduate research
· introduce students to a range of texts and enable students to develop an historical awareness of literary and creative writing traditions, particularly those that have been located in, or in some other way focussed on, Paris
· develop independent critical thinking and judgement in its students
· develop independent creative thinking and practice in its students
· extend and deepen through coursework, workshops and research the students’ understanding of their own writing practice
· develop knowledge and understanding of relevant aspects of contemporary Paris and the literary history of the city with a view to students incorporating some of these aspects into their own creative and critical writing
· develop students’ understanding and critical appreciation of the expressive resources of language
· familiarise students with the demands and processes of professional-level editing of fiction and poetry
· provide teaching, workshops and other learning opportunities that are informed by current research, scholarship and practice and that requires students to engage with aspects of work and practice at the frontiers of knowledge
· provide opportunities for the development of personal, communication and research skills and other key skills appropriate for graduate employment both in industry and in the public sector
· develop students’’ awareness of the contemporary writing and publishing scene, and advise on their own endeavours within it
· support national and regional economic success
· build on close ties within Europe and elsewhere, reflecting Kent’s position as the UK European University
· produce graduates of value to the region and nationally, in possession of key knowledge and skills, with the capacity to learn
· provide learning opportunities that are enjoyable experiences, involve realistic workloads, based within a research-led framework and offer appropriate support for students from a diverse range of backgrounds
· provide high quality teaching in supportive environments with appropriately qualified and trained staff



	16 Programme Outcomes
The programme provides opportunities for students to develop and demonstrate knowledge and understanding, qualities, skills and other attributes in the following areas. The programme outcomes have references to the subject benchmarking statement for English (2015)
This Benchmark Statement is for undergraduate degrees only, and has been used here for guidance purposes with adjustments appropriate to postgraduate level study




A. Knowledge and Understanding of: 
	1. Key texts from contemporary British, American, postcolonial and world literatures

	2. The main aspects of literary techniques and theory in either fiction or poetry, including point of view, form, style, voice, characterisation, structure and theme, from the point of view of a practitioner and critic

	3. Key literary traditions and movements, both contemporary and historical

	4. The cultural history of modern Paris, as reflected in art and literature

	5. Terminology used in literary criticism and creative practice

	

	6. The cultural and historical contexts in which literature is written, published and read



Skills and Other Attributes
B. Intellectual Skills: 
	1. Application of the skills needed for advanced academic study and enquiry

	2. Ability to discriminate between, select from, evaluate and synthesise information from a    number of sources in order to gain a coherent understanding of theory and/or practice

	3. Research methods

	4. Communication of complex ideas in prose, poetry or both

	5. Adaptation skills: Learn to work in different environments by adapting to the educational, cultural and professional environments of a British University Centre in France, while adopting an interdisciplinary approach to literary and creative studies



C. Subject-specific Skills: 
	

	1. The ability to produce original creative work with ambition, intellectual structure, sophistication, scope, independence and importance

	2. The ability to sustain a piece of advanced creative work and make choices about form, content and style

	3. The ability to present creative and critical writing professionally, both orally and in writing, demonstrating an awareness and understanding of current practice

	4. Enhanced skills in the close analysis and understanding of literary and other texts, through critical and creative approaches

	5. Ability to articulate knowledge and understanding of texts, concepts and and their implications for creative practice

	6. Well-developed linguistic skills, including a grasp of standard critical terminology

	7. Knowledge of French and European culture and literature 

	8. Knowledge of the cultural development of modern Paris, as expressed in literature, art and creative writing practice



D. Transferable Skills:
 
	1. Advanced skills in communication, in speech and writing

	2. The ability to offer and receive constructive criticism

	3. The capacity to argue a point of view and present ideas orally and in written form, with clarity, confidence, organisation and cogency 

	4. The ability to assimilate, organise and work with substantial quantities of complex information 

	5. Competence in the planning, execution and editing of written work

	6. The capacity for independent thought, reasoned judgement, and self-criticism.

	7. Enhanced skills in collaborative intellectual and creative work

	8. The ability to understand, interrogate and apply a variety of theoretical and/or creative positions and weigh the importance of alternative approaches and perspectives

	9. Research skills, including scholarly information retrieval skills

	10. IT: word-processing, ability to access electronic data and the ability to work efficiently and effectively in an online learning environment

	11. Living and working in diverse cultural environments: Students will participate and work in academic communities in Paris. They will thus develop cultural knowledge and understanding, flexibility, imagination, resourcefulness and tolerance



Teaching/learning and assessment methods and strategies used to enable the programme learning outcomes to be achieved and demonstrated
Teaching and learning is by seminars, workshops, Moodle based tasks, presentations, written assignments, editorial feedback and tutorials. The longer projects will teach problem-solving skills and creative independence. Workshops, at the discretion of the tutor, will promote the ability to frame and interpret appropriate criticism. Two- and three-hour classroom-based seminars or four-hour seminars that combine class time with walking trips and field visits, will typically combine critical and creative learning strategies, including textual study, discussion and practice to develop advanced analytical and close-reading skills from the writer’s point of view. Regular writing assignments, editorial meetings, seminars and workshops will improve students’ writing through their own practice, editorial feedback and peer criticism, the aim of all of which is to make the student more aware of his or her own practice and what possibilities it holds. Seminars will particularly help with communication and evaluation skills, and the Paris environment will aid students’ adaptation skills. There will be individual supervision in 3rd term for dissertation planning and discussion of early drafts. 
Seminars, regular assignments, discussions and workshops all promote high writing; organisational skills; confidence and critical acumen. One-on-one editorial work and workshops enhance collaborative and human skills, as well as promoting realistic confidence against a background of self-criticism.
Assessment is by coursework and dissertation. Extended assignments, culminating in a longer piece of original creative writing for the dissertation, build students’ capacity to independently conceive, plan, develop and revise sustained creative writing projects at an advanced level and to professional standards of presentation.

	For more information on the skills developed by individual modules and on the specific learning outcomes associated with any alternative exit award relating to this programme of study, see the module mapping table, located at the end of this specification.



	17 Programme Structures and Requirements, Levels, Modules, Credits and Awards
This programme is studied over one year full-time or two years part-time. Students can start the programme in either September or January. September students take their modules in Terms 1 (Autumn Term) and 2 (Spring Term) consecutively and write their dissertation over Term 3 (Summer Term) and the summer period. January students take their modules in Terms 2 and 1 consecutively, with Term 3 used for directed reading to prepare the groundwork for the dissertation, which will be written over the following Term 2. 
The Extended MA in Creative Writing is studied over two years full-time or three years part-time.  Students can start the programme in either September or January. Students on this programme commencing their studies in September will take modules in Terms 1 and 2 over two consecutive years and write their dissertation during the final Term 3 and summer period.  Full-time students commencing their studies in January will take their modules in consecutive Terms 2, 1 and 2 and then write their dissertation over the final Term 3 and summer period.
Students choose their dissertation topics in consultation with the Director of the MA in Creative Writing and with individual supervisors, and their progress is monitored by the supervisor.
[bookmark: credits]The programme is divided into two stages. Stage 1 comprises modules to a total of 120 credits and Stage 2 comprises a 60 credit dissertation module. Students must successfully complete each module in order to be awarded the specified number of credits for that module. One credit corresponds to approximately ten hours of 'learning time' (including all classes and all private study and research). Thus obtaining 180 credits in an academic year requires 1,800 hours of overall learning time. The programme is also available as an Extended MA of 240 University of Kent credits (120 ECTS). The 120 ECTS version is in line with many other European institutions and the Bologna process, and is designed to attract students looking for an extended period of study. Extended MA students take an additional two modules (6 in total) before proceeding to a dissertation. For further information on modules and credits refer to the Credit Framework at http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/credit-framework/creditinfo.html 
Each module and programme is designed to be at a specific level. For the descriptors of each of these levels, refer to Annex 2 of the Credit Framework at http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/credit-framework/creditinfoannex2.html. To be eligible for the award of a Master’s degree students must obtain 180 credits, at least 150 of which must be Level 7. Students who obtain 120 credits, but excluding the dissertation, will be eligible for the award of postgraduate diploma.
Students successfully completing 60 credits at Stage 1 of the programme and meeting credit framework requirements who do not successfully complete Stage 1 will be eligible for the award of postgraduate certificate. 
Optional modules provide a choice of subject areas, from which students will select a stated number of modules. The normal expectation is that the termly module load will be equally balanced across the terms.
Where a student fails a module(s) due to illness or other mitigating circumstances, such failure may be condoned, subject to the requirements of the Credit Framework and provided that the student has achieved the programme learning outcomes. For further information refer to the Credit Framework at http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/credit-framework/creditinfo.html. 
[bookmark: compensation]Where a student fails a module(s), but has marks for such modules within 10 percentage points of the pass mark, the Board of Examiners may nevertheless award the credits for the module(s), subject to the requirements of the Credit Framework and provided that the student has achieved the programme learning outcomes. For further information refer to the Credit Framework.
At postgraduate level the ‘Summer Term’ includes the standard summer vacation period. For specific details of term dates please refer to   https://www.kent.ac.uk/academic/University-term-dates/Menutermdates.html. 



	KV Code
	Code
	Title
	Level
	Credits
	Term(s)

	Stage 1

	Compulsory Modules – 90 credits

	ENGL8990
	EN899
	Paris: The Residency 
	7
	30
	1 or 2

	Students must then select AT LEAST TWO (60 credits) from the following:

	ENGL8910
	 EN891
	Fiction 1
	7
	30
	1

	ENGL8930
	 EN893
	Fiction 2 
	7
	30
	2

	ENGL8940
	EN894
	Poetry: Paris 
	7
	30
	2

	Optional Modules for MA - 30 credits 
Students must select 30 credits of Level 7 English modules or other Humanities modules running in Autumn term

Optional Modules for Extended MA – 90 credits:
Students must select 90 credits of Level 7 English modules or other Humanities modules running in Autumn and Spring terms

	Stage 2

	Compulsory Modules – 60 credits

	ENGL9970
	 EN997
	Dissertation: Creative Writing
	7
	60
	3 or 2 (January start)




	18 Work-Based Learning

	Where relevant to the programme of study, provide details of any work-based learning element, inclusive of employer details, delivery, assessment and support for students. Where disabled students are due to undertake a work placement as part of this programme of study, a representative of the University will meet with the work placement provider in advance to ensure the provision of anticipatory and reasonable adjustments in line with legal requirements.

	N/A



	19 Support for Students and their Learning

	· School and University induction programme
· Programme/module handbooks
· Student Support http://www.kent.ac.uk/studentsupport/                    
· Student Wellbeing www.kent.ac.uk/studentwellbeing/ 
· Student Learning Advisory Service http://www.kent.ac.uk/uelt/about/slas.html 
· Counselling Service https://www.kent.ac.uk/studentwellbeing/counselling/
· Kent Union www.kentunion.co.uk/ 
· Kent Graduate Student Association (KGSA) https://www.kent.ac.uk/graduateschool/community/kgsa.html
· Graduate School (Provision of (i) skills training (workshops and online courses) (ii) institutional level induction and (iii) student-led initiatives such as social events, conferences and workshops) www.kent.ac.uk/graduateschool/index.html 
· Information Services (computing and library services) www.kent.ac.uk/is/ 
· Postgraduate student representation at School, Faculty and Institutional levels
· Centre for English and World Languages www.kent.ac.uk/cewl/index.html 
· Careers and Employability Services www.kent.ac.uk/ces/ 
· International Recruitment Office https://www.kent.ac.uk/internationalstudent/; International Partnerships Office https://www.kent.ac.uk/global/partnerships/ 
· Medical Centre https://www.kent.ac.uk/studentwellbeing/medicalcentre.html
· Library services http://www.kent.ac.uk/library/ 
· PASS system https://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/taught/annexg.html 



	20 Entry Profile
The minimum age to study a degree programme at the university is normally at least 17 years old by 20 September in the year the programme begins. There is no upper age limit.

	20.1 Entry Route
For current information, please refer to the University prospectus

	A first or upper-second class honours degree in a relevant subject (or equivalent), or substantial creative writing experience. You are required to submit a sample of your creative writing, and this will be the most significant factor in admissions decisions.
Writing Sample
A piece or portfolio of creative work should be uploaded on the ‘Declaration’ page of the online application form. If fiction, this should be around 1,500–2,000 words; if poetry, approximately 4 pages.
On the ‘Course Details’ page, you should submit a description of around 300 words of your creative writing plans. Please tell us whether you intend to work in fiction, poetry, or narrative non-fiction and what experience you have working in this form. Please also give some indication of the concerns, style, ideas and/or themes that you are interested in exploring in your work.
Request for consideration on the grounds of equivalent professional status
Candidates who hold no first degree, or a first degree in a non-literary/creative subject area should include in their applications a summary of any information that might allow us to support the application on the grounds of ‘equivalent professional status’.  This could include previous writing publication credits or other successes and/or relevant professional achievements.
All applicants are considered on an individual basis and additional qualifications, and professional qualifications and experience will also be taken into account when considering applications. 
International students
Please see our International Student website for entry requirements by country and other relevant information for your country. 
English language entry requirements
The University requires all non-native speakers of English to reach a minimum standard of proficiency in written and spoken English before beginning a postgraduate degree. Certain subjects require a higher level.
For detailed information see our English language requirements web pages. 

	20.2 What does this programme have to offer?

	· Teaching by internationally recognised scholars and writers working in the field.
· Intellectual breadth and depth in practice
· Experience of living and writing in a stimulating location associated with cultural innovations
· Attachment to an internationally recognised research centre (Centre for Creative Writing).
· It uniquely enhances learning by enabling students to study in a centre of excellence, and to work on a syllabus that has been designed to allow students to integrate into their studies the cultural facilities and opportunities afforded by the city of Paris.  The visits to exhibitions and museums in Paris, guided by academic staff form an integral and unique aspect of the programme
· A programme of guest speakers including internationally renowned writers

	20.3 Personal Profile

	· An interest in undertaking a higher research degree and the desire for a good intellectual and skills basis for such work
· An ambitious and enquiring approach to creative work
· An openness to critical and creative debate
· An ability to undertake independent study in the library and the wider world
· A commitment to the challenges of a degree programme delivered in a major capital city such as Paris
· A readiness to rise to the challenge of living and studying in France



	21 Methods for Evaluating and Enhancing the Quality and Standards of Teaching and Learning

	21.1 Mechanisms for review and evaluation of teaching, learning, assessment, the curriculum and outcome standards

	· Quality Assurance Framework http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/index.html 
· Periodic Programme Review http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/taught/annexf.html 
· External Examiners system http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/taught/annexk.html 
· Annual programme and module monitoring reports http://www.kent.ac.uk/teaching/qa/codes/taught/annexe.html 
· QAA Higher Education Review http://www.qaa.ac.uk/InstitutionReports/types-of-review/higher-education-review/Pages/default.aspx  
· Student module evaluations  
· Annual staff appraisal
· Peer observation

	21.2 Committees with responsibility for monitoring and evaluating quality and standards

	· Board of Examiners
· School Graduate Studies Committee
· Faculty Graduate Studies Committee
· Faculty Board
· Graduate School Board 
· Student Voice Committee

	21.3 Mechanisms for gaining student feedback on the quality of teaching and their learning experience

	· Student Voice Committee 
· Postgraduate Taught Experience Survey (PTES)
· Student module evaluations
· Postgraduate Student Representation System (School, Faculty and Institutional level)
· Informal meetings and social contact with students

	21.4 Staff Development priorities include:

	· Annual Appraisals
· Institutional Level Staff Development Programme
· Study Leave
· Academic Practice Provision (PGCHE, other development opportunities) 
· PGCHE requirements
· HEA (associate) fellowship membership
· Professional body membership and requirements
· Programme team meetings
· Research seminars
· Conferences
· Equality, Diversity and Inclusivity (EDI) awareness 



	22 Indicators of Quality and Standards

	· Annual External Examiner reports
· Results of periodic programme review (2014)
· Annual programme and module monitoring reports
· Graduate Destinations Survey
· Postgraduate Taught Experience Survey (PTES) results
· QAA Higher Education Review 2019

	22.1 The following reference points were used in creating these specifications:

	· QAA UK Quality Code for Higher Education http://www.qaa.ac.uk/assuring-standards-and-quality 
· School and Faculty plan 
· University Plan https://www.kent.ac.uk/about/plan/ and Learning and Teaching Strategies https://www.kent.ac.uk/uelt/strategies/lta.html 
· Staff research activities 
· Kent Inclusive Practices (https://www.kent.ac.uk/studentsupport/accessibility/inclusive-practice.html) 



	23 Inclusive Programme Design 

	The School recognises and has embedded the expectations of current equality legislation, by ensuring that the programme is as accessible as possible by design. Additional alternative arrangements for students with Inclusive Learning Plans (ILPs)/declared disabilities will be made on an individual basis, in consultation with the relevant policies and support services.
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Postgraduate programme specification
.
MA/PG Dip in Creative Writing; Extended MA in Creative Writing


	
	Stage 1
	Stage 2

	
	EN891 – Fiction 1
	EN893 – Fiction 2
	EN894 – Poetry Paris
	EN899 – Paris: The Residency
	EN997 - Dissertation

	Programme Learning outcomes
Knowledge and Understanding:

	A1
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	A2
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	A3
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	A4
	
	
	
	X
	

	A5
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	A6
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Intellectual Skills:

	B1
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	B2
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	B3
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	B4
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	B5
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Subject-specific Skills:

	C1
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	C2
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	C3
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	C4
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	C5
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	C6
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	C7
	
	
	
	X
	

	C8
	
	
	
	X
	

	Transferable Skills:

	D1
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	D2
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	D3
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	D4
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	D5
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	D6
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	D7
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	D8
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	D9
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	D10
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	D11
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X



