[image: ]MODULE SPECIFICATION 

[image: ]MODULE SPECIFICATION


1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Title of the module
Age of Emancipation: Slavery & Labour in the Atlantic World, 1790-1890

2. School or partner institution which will be responsible for management of the module
History

3. The level of the module (Level 4, Level 5, Level 6 or Level 7)
Level 6

4. The number of credits and the ECTS value which the module represents 
60 credits (30 ECTS)

5. Which term(s) the module is to be taught in (or other teaching pattern)
Autumn and Spring (24 weeks)

6. Prerequisite and co-requisite modules
None

7. The programmes of study to which the module contributes
BA (Hons) History and other related honour and joint honours programmes.
MA Military History
BA (Hons) American Studies and other related honours and joint honours programmes.

8. The intended subject specific learning outcomes.
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:
8.1	Critically engage with the main themes of Atlantic World history in the nineteenth century, with a particular emphasis on debates over abolition and emancipation, as well as the process of emancipation across the Atlantic World.
8.2)	Demonstrate a sophisticated understanding of the key concepts and developments of the period, including the impact of the American, French and Haitian Revolutions on Atlantic slave systems; the development of the abolitionist movement; the rise of the “second slavery”; differences between emancipation processes in a global context; and the relationship between emancipation and the development of other systems of coerced labour in the Atlantic and global South in the decades that followed.
8.3	Demonstrate a sophisticated understanding of the causal factors that brought about emancipation, and the factors that limited the development of free labour systems in regions where slavery once dominated.
8.4	Demonstrate a clear sophisticated understanding of the relationship between the history of emancipation and the development of racial imperialism in the back half of the nineteenth, and beginning of the twentieth centuries.
8.5	Critically engage with the broader significance of emancipation and the part that it played in the development of modern capitalism in the Atlantic World.
8.6	Critically engage with the major historiographical debates and approaches in the comparative history of slavery and emancipation and be able to connect the local and regional variations of struggles over land and labour to broader processes of historical change, when set against a broader global canvas.

9. The intended generic learning outcomes.
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:
9.1	Demonstrate their ability to present complex ideas and arguments coherently and effectively to a variety of audiences and/or using a variety of methods
9.2	Demonstrate enhanced skills in presenting ideas in written work, in both essays and in smaller assignments, as well as critically reflecting on their work and the development of their transferrable skills.
9.3	Demonstrate their ability to analyse, synthesise and critique complex written material, through primary and secondary source analysis.
9.4	Demonstrate enhanced skills in problem solving, influencing and negotiation.

10. A synopsis of the curriculum
By the middle decades of the nineteenth century, the collapse of slavery in many parts of the Atlantic World heralded, for some, the coming of a new, modern age. Revolution decades before in America, France and most powerfully in Haiti, had pushed new ideas to the forefront about who ought to govern themselves, and who those governments ought to serve. In fits and starts, an emerging capitalist system cut a broad path through the international economy, disrupting older systems of trade and upending older ideas about labour and work. For more than two centuries, slavery, we are told, was part of that older world which had become imperilled by mid-century. The institution had been everywhere in the Atlantic by the end of the eighteenth century. By 1840, however, only slaveholders in the United States, Cuba, Brazil and Puerto Rico would continue to hold onto their human chattel. Change seemed everywhere. Modernity was on the march.
This is the traditional story historians tell about the Atlantic World in the nineteenth century: a triumphalist tale that we will challenge in this module. Focused on the period between the 1790s and the 1890s, the module surveys Atlantic history in the nineteenth century and follows lines of connection between ideas about race, slavery, freedom and labour, to see this period in new light. We will take up the social, cultural, intellectual, economic and political battles between abolitionists and proslavery advocates, slaves and slaveholders, freedpeople and landowners, labourers and factory owners, whose struggles for power would turn the nineteenth century into one of the most chaotic periods of modern history. Traversing the history of the United States, Caribbean and Latin America, the module invites students to think in new ways about slavery, labour, capitalism, emancipation and the foundations of the modern world we live in.

11. Reading list (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)
Sven Beckert, Empire of Cotton: A New History of Global Capitalism (London, Allan Lane, 2014).
Daina R. Berry and Leslie M. Harris ed., Sexuality & Slavery: Reclaiming Intimate Histories in the Americas (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2018).
Seymour Drescher, Abolition: A History of Slavery and Antislavery (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009).
Thomas Holt, The Problem of Freedom: Race, Labor and Politics in Jamaica and Britain, 1832-1938 (Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University Press, 1992).
Amy Dru Stanley, From Bondage to Contract: Wage Labor, Marriage and the Market in the Age of Slave Emancipation (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998).
Dale Tomich, Through the Prism of Slavery: Labor, Capital and the World Economy (Lanham, Rowan & Littlefield, 2004).
Eric Williams, Capitalism and Slavery (1944; Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1994).

12. Learning and teaching methods
Total contact hours: 88 
Total private study hours: 512
Total module study hours: 600

13. Assessment methods
13.1 Main assessment methods
Examination 1 (two hours, essay based): 30%
Examination 2 (two hours, primary source analysis): 30%
Essay 1 (3,000 words, historiographical): 20%
Essay 2 (3,000 words, primary source analysis): 20%

13.2	Reassessment methods 
100% coursework

14. Map of module learning outcomes (sections 8 & 9) to learning and teaching methods (section12) and methods of assessment (section 13)

	Module learning outcome
	8.1
	8.2
	8.3
	8.4
	8.5
	9.1
	9.2
	9.3
	9.4

	Learning/ teaching method
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Private Study
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Seminars
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Assessment method
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Examinations
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Essays
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Portfolio 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Participation
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X



15. Inclusive module design 
The School recognises and has embedded the expectations of current equality legislation, by ensuring that the module is as accessible as possible by design. Additional alternative arrangements for students with Inclusive Learning Plans (ILPs)/declared disabilities will be made on an individual basis, in consultation with the relevant policies and support services.
The inclusive practices in the guidance (see Annex B Appendix A) have been considered in order to support all students in the following areas:
a) Accessible resources and curriculum
b) Learning, teaching and assessment methods


16. Campus(es) or centre(s) where module will be delivered
Canterbury

17. Internationalisation 
The subject of the module, as well as the manner in which it will be taught, will encourage students to connect the history of particular parts of the Atlantic World to broader global transformations. To this end, students are encouraged in Learning Outcomes 8.1 thru 8.4 to consider the relationship between national transformations in the history of particular parts of the Americas, to that of other parts of the world. All of the assessments will also encourage students to compare and draw connections between regional and global historical change.
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