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1. Title of the module
Healthcare Law and Ethics (LAWS9400 / LW940)

2. School or partner institution which will be responsible for management of the module
Kent Law School

3. The level of the module (e.g. Level 4, Level 5, Level 6 or Level 7)
Level 7

4. The number of credits and the ECTS value which the module represents 
20 credits (10 ECTS Credits)

5. Which term(s) the module is to be taught in (or other teaching pattern)
Autumn or Spring

6. Prerequisite and co-requisite modules
None

7. The programmes of study to which the module contributes
LLM in (Specialisation); PG Diploma in (Specialisation); PG Certificate in Law

8. The intended subject specific learning outcomes.
On successfully completing the module, students will be able to:

1. demonstrate systematic knowledge of the substantive law relevant to a range of key areas of healthcare law; 
2. demonstrate systematic knowledge of major western traditions in bioethics and key ethical principles relevant to the provision of healthcare; 
3. demonstrate a critical understanding of how these different traditions and principles apply to current key issues in healthcare law; 
4. critically analyse the interrelationship of law and ethics in the field;
5. critically engage with broader academic debates regarding healthcare law and ethics. 

9. The intended generic learning outcomes.
On successfully completing the module, students will be able to:

1. critically evaluate the application and practice of law within different contexts and from different perspectives;
2. identify relevant issues from complex factual situations; 
3. undertake independent and original research;
4. formulate reasoned, critical arguments – demonstrating originality in the application of knowledge; 
5. analyse complex problems from a range of different theoretical perspectives and disciplinary approaches.

10. A synopsis of the curriculum
The curriculum will offer an introduction to major schools of ethical reasoning within the western tradition (including deontology, consequentialism, and principle based moral reasoning) and significant concepts in bioethics (including autonomy, welfare, and justice).  The concepts will be explored through application to a number of legal case studies including the regulation of death and dying and organ transplantation.

11. Reading list (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)

· Jackson and Keown, Debating Euthanasia (2011)
· Laurie et al, Mason and McCall Smith's Law and Medical Ethics (2019)
· Smith (et al eds) Ethical Judgments: Rewriting Medical Law (2016)
· Wilkinson et al, Medical Ethics and Law: A curriculum for the 21st Century (3rd edition,2020)

12. Learning and teaching methods

Contact Hours: 18
Private Study Hours: 182
Total Study Hours: 200

13. Assessment methods.

13.1 Main assessment methods

Essay (5,000 words) – 100%

13.2 Reassessment methods

100% coursework

14. Map of module learning outcomes (sections 8 & 9) to learning and teaching methods (section 12) and methods of assessment (section 13)

	Module learning outcome
	8.1
	8.2
	8.3
	8.4
	8.5
	9.1
	9.2
	9.3
	9.4
	9.5

	Learning / teaching method
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Seminars
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓

	Private Study
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓

	Assessment method
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Essay (100%)
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓



15. The School recognises and has embedded the expectations of current equality legislation, by ensuring that the module is as accessible as possible by design. Additional alternative arrangements for students with Inclusive Learning Plans (ILPs)/declared disabilities will be made on an individual basis, in consultation with the relevant policies and support services.

The inclusive practices in the guidance (see Annex B Appendix A) have been considered in order to support all students in the following areas:

a) Accessible resources and curriculum
1. Preference will be given to electronic resources that meet minimum accessibility standards and support the use of assistive technologies.
2. Module outlines will be made accessible at least four weeks before the module starts. 
3. Prioritised reading lists will be made available sufficiently in advance to accommodate the provision of alternative formats and support those with a slow reading speed. 
4. Lecture/seminar slides/outlines will be made available in electronic format in advance to allow all students to prepare (particularly students with notetaking difficulties). 
5. In accordance with the KLS school-level statement on Lecture Capture, seminars will not be recorded as they are heavily discussion based and may contain sensitive material.

b) Learning, teaching and assessment methods
The inclusive practices in the guidance (Annex B Appendix A, section b(1) and (2)) have all been considered in order to support all students in their assessments on this module.

16. Campus(es) or centre(s) where module will be delivered:
Canterbury

17. Internationalisation 
While the module is focused on English law, it may explore the approaches of other national jurisdictions by way of comparison, and it will draw on international scholarly materials.  Students wishing to undertake a comparative study in their own general reading or assessment are encouraged to do so.
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