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1. Title of the module
ENGL9190 (EN919) – Paris: Psychogeography 

2. Division or partner institution which will be responsible for management of the module
[bookmark: _GoBack]Arts and Humanities

3. The level of the module (Level 4, Level 5, Level 6 or Level 7)
Level 7

4. The number of credits and the ECTS value which the module represents 
30 credits (15 ECTS)

5. Which term(s) the module is to be taught in (or other teaching pattern)
Autumn

6. Prerequisite and co-requisite modules
None

7. The course(s) of study to which the module contributes
MA Creative Writing (Year in Paris)

8. The intended subject specific learning outcomes.
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:
8.1	Demonstrate their capacity for close reading and critical analysis and apply these skills to their creative writing practice;
8.2	Identify, undertake, critically evaluate and interrogate particular literary and psychogeographic techniques found in modern and contemporary poetry and prose to develop their creative/critical writing practice;
8.3	Understand and reflect on the history, context and development of the field of psychogeography in theory and practice, including writing exercises in the field; 
8.4	Reflect on the wide range of stylistic practices open to the contemporary writer and demonstrate an understanding of how these relate to their own creative writing practice;
8.5	Confidently apply advanced poetry, prose and/or fiction psychogeographic techniques within their work;
8.6	Understand through drafting, editing and other creative writing practice the value of these skills in realising their best work;
	
8.7	Plan and undertake a portfolio of poems and/or prose which demonstrates a developed sense of their relationship between their work and its audience;
8.8	Demonstrate understanding of how working in a specific location (Paris) can inform and shape their writing;
8.9	Demonstrate confidence and the ability to discipline their own writing and work habits, and gain a mature level of independent learning.

9. The intended generic learning outcomes.
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:
9.1	Demonstrate a critical language;
9.2	Apply that language to their own work, through collective and self-criticism;
9.3	Demonstrate sympathy with new and various writing practices;
9.4	Demonstrate confidence and ability to work in group situations and as an individual, independent writer;
9.5	Demonstrate sophisticated communicative and collaborative skills;
9.6	Gather and evaluate a range of materials from diverse contexts.

10. A synopsis of the curriculum
‘Paris: Psychogeography’ contributes to the MA in Creative Writing in Paris. The objective of ‘Paris: Psychogeography’ is to produce work across genres inspired by the practice and theory of psychogeography and associated modes and schools of thought (the Situationist International, Dadaism, ‘Pataphysics, urbanism, etc), and associated practices such as the ‘dérive’ and ‘détournement’, in the place of its birth: Paris.  As a part of their seminars students, with their tutors, will take into ‘the field’ regular writing exercises, trips and prompts as a starting point, encouraging play, experiment and both collaborative and individual methods. This module aims to enable students to develop their practice of writing through both the study of a range of twentieth century and contemporary examples and psychogeographic practices, and constructive feedback on their own work. Each week, students read a selection of work, in a variety of forms (fiction, non-fiction, poetry, prose poetry, hybrid texts; as well as artworks, TV, film and other media). Students will work on focused, practical exercises to submit for workshopping each week, which they can draw upon to produce a portfolio of creative work for the main assessment.  They will be encouraged to read as independent writers, to apply appropriate writing techniques to their own practice and to experiment with voice, form and content. The approach to the exemplary texts will be technical and practical as well as historical; students will be expected to engage with, and critique the limitations of, the conceptual underpinnings of psychogeography as a theory and practice. At every point in the module, priority will be given to students’ own development as writers. It is an assumption of the module that students will already have a basic competence in the writing of poetry or prose, including a grasp of essential craft and techniques. The purpose of this module will be to stimulate students towards development and honing of their emerging voices and styles through engaging with various literary texts and techniques, and to consider how their work can develop with large chunks of time for independent study, wondering and wandering as well as in exploration and dialogue with place embodied in the City of Paris.


11. Reading list (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)
Baudelaire, Charles. (1989, 2012). Paris Blues.  Translated by Francis Scarfe. London: Anvil Press
Benjamin, Walter.  The Writer of Modern Life: Essays on Charles Baudelaire (The Belknap Press, 2006)
Césaire, Aimé. (2013). The Original 1939 Notebook of a Return to the Native Land. Translated by A. James Arnold and Clayton Eshleman. Middletown, Connecticut: Wesleyan University Press
Debord, Guy.  (1994).  Society of the Spectacle.  Translated by Ken Knabb. London: Rebel Press
Elkin, Lauren.  (2016).  Flâneuse. London: Vintage
Oliver, Douglas. (2003). Arrondissements.  Cambridge: Salt

12. Learning and teaching methods
Total Contact Hours: 30
Private Study Hours: 270
Total Study Hours: 300

13. Assessment methods
13.1 Main assessment methods

A portfolio of texts inspired by psychogeographic experiments and fieldwork: original prose (5,000 words) or 8 poems/150 lines of Poetry, or a proportionate combination of the two – 100%

13.2	Reassessment methods 
· Like-for-like 

14. Map of module learning outcomes (sections 8 & 9) to learning and teaching methods (section12) and methods of assessment (section 13)

	Module learning outcome
	8.1
	8.2
	8.3
	8.4
	8.5
	8.6
	8.7
	8.8
	8.9
	9.1
	9.2
	9.3
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	9.5
	9.6

	Learning/ teaching method
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Private Study
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	x
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	Seminar/workshops
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x

	Assessment method
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Original Prose and/or Poetry
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	X




15. Inclusive module design 
The Division recognises and has embedded the expectations of current equality legislation, by ensuring that the module is as accessible as possible by design. Additional alternative arrangements for students with Inclusive Learning Plans (ILPs)/declared disabilities will be made on an individual basis, in consultation with the relevant policies and support services.
The inclusive practices in the guidance (see Annex B Appendix A) have been considered in order to support all students in the following areas:
a) Accessible resources and curriculum
b) Learning, teaching and assessment methods

16. Campus(es) or centre(s) where module will be delivered
Paris

17. Internationalisation 
The module is specifically designed to give students an experience of working as a writer in a major, international, multi-cultural city, to understand the international currents moving through it and to consider how such influence might apply to their own work, and its reception by audiences. The module encourages students to participate in international culture and to locate their experience as a student in this broader context. Texts studied range across urban experience and incorporate a range of global perspectives.
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