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1. Title of the module
[bookmark: _GoBack]SACO9900 (SE990) Contemporary Issues in Environmental Anthropology and Ethnobotany

2. School or partner institution which will be responsible for management of the module
School of Anthropology and Conservation

3. The level of the module (Level 4, Level 5, Level 6 or Level 7)
Level 7

4. The number of credits and the ECTS value which the module represents 
15 credits (7.5 ECTS)

5. Which term(s) the module is to be taught in (or other teaching pattern)
Spring

6. Prerequisite and co-requisite modules
None

7. The programmes of study to which the module contributes
Core module for MA/MSc Environmental Anthropology and MSc Ethnobotany, optional module for MA Social Anthropology and associated other pathways within SAC, including DICE. Also available as a Wild Module. 

8. The intended subject specific learning outcomes.
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:
1) understand some key contemporary issues regarding the study of human-environment and human-plant interactions, framing these in the context of the evolution and development within the relevant fields
2) critically analyse and debate the broader theoretical, social, political and ethical issues surrounding the human-environment nexus and planetary crises, with a particular focus on questions relating to complexity, multi-dimensionality, dynamism and in a way which considers the relative merits and limitations of reductionist, holistic, relational and multi-scalar perspectives.
3) use key recent books and peer-reviewed articles to provide the most up-to-date perspectives on contemporary issues in ethnobotany and environmental anthropology from a diversity of disciplinary perspectives within the natural and social sciences and humanities.
4) demonstrate knowledge of key case studies from around the world that illustrate some of the challenges and difficulties- epistemological, methodological, institutional, normative and ethical-  of carrying out research in ways that assist the process of transition towards a sustainable future  
5) incorporate these perspectives as they plan and complete their own independent research projects at various field locations, leaving the MSc program with a working knowledge of the current debates, approaches and controversies in the multidisciplinary study of human-environment relations 

9. The intended generic learning outcomes.
On successfully completing the module students will be able to:
1) demonstrate general learning and study skills
2) think critically and engage with a broad range of ideas and approaches from across the humanities and natural and social sciences, thus helping develop some the skills and outlook necessary to work in inter-, multi- and trans-disciplinary settings in ways that are aligned with the kind of work needed to carry out to address the global challenges unfolding today
3) present their ideas systematically and cogently both orally and in writing 
4) use (and combine effectively) written, oral and visual modes of communication
5) work effectively within a small group and improve not only their written, but also oral 
communication skills and use of multi-media
6) read, comprehend and assimilate scholarly texts from a wide range of disciplines across the 
humanities and sciences
7) develop a reasoned, evidence-based argument that is careful, measured and cognisant of its own 
limitations and problems; that is, an ability to apply a constructively critical mind to one's own work

10. A synopsis of the curriculum
This module seeks to critically and dynamically explore the diverse, complex, dynamic, recursive and multi-scalar nature of human-environmental interactions, including associated knowledge and practices. By engaging with recent debates and case studies from different regions it seeks to critically assess, compare and contrast some of the key contemporary, at times controversial, debates that engage collaborators, colleagues and critics from diverse academic specialties and perspectives. Through the use of lectures, class discussions and student-led seminar discussions on specific papers it seeks to review and compare some of concepts and approaches used to research, analyse and theorise the material, symbolic, historical, political dimensions of human-plant and human-environment relations. It also seeks to assess how such an understanding can better guide our attempts to address the complex socio-environmental problems facing our world and our future, , particularly in the context of the cascading planetary crises signalled by such concepts as the Anthropocene and in a way that considers the interplay between local, supra-local and planetary-scale processes and scales.
11. Reading list (Indicative list, current at time of publication. Reading lists will be published annually)
Agrawal, A. 2003. Sustainable governance of common-pool resources: context, methods, and politics. Annual Review of Anthropology 32: 243-62.
Alexiades, M. N. (ed.) 2009. Mobility and Migration in Indigenous Amazonia: Contemporary Ethnoecological Perspectives. Oxford: Berghahn.
Anderson, D.G. and E. Berglund (eds.) 2003. Ethnographies of Conservation: Environmentalism and the Distribution of Privilege. London: Routledge.
Berkes, F. et al. (eds.) Navigating social-ecological systems: building resilience for complexity and change. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Greenberg, J.B. et al. (eds.) Reimagining political ecology. Durham: Duke University Press.
Heckler, S. (ed.) Landscape, process and power: re-evaluating traditional environmental knowledge. New York: Berghahn Books. 

12. Learning and teaching methods
Total contact hours: 36
Private study hours: 114
Total study hours: 150

13. Assessment methods
13.1 Main assessment methods
Essay (3000 words) (70%)
Class audio-visual presentation (30%). 

13.2	Reassessment methods 
100% coursework. 

14. Map of module learning outcomes (sections 8 & 9) to learning and teaching methods (section12) and methods of assessment (section 13)

	Module learning outcome
	8.1
	8.2
	8.3
	8.4
	8.5
	9.1
	9.2
	9.3
	9.4
	9.5
	9.6
	9.7

	Learning/teaching method
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Private Study
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x

	Class meetings
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	x
	
	

	Assessment method
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Class audio-visual presentation
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x

	Essay 
	x
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	x



15. Inclusive module design 
The Schoolrecognises and has embedded the expectations of current equality legislation, by ensuring that the module is as accessible as possible by design. Additional alternative arrangements for students with Inclusive Learning Plans (ILPs)/declared disabilities will be made on an individual basis, in consultation with the relevant policies and support services.
The inclusive practices in the guidance (see Annex B Appendix A) have been considered in order to support all students in the following areas:
a) Accessible resources and curriculum
b) Learning, teaching and assessment methods

16. Campus(es) or centre(s) where module will be delivered

Canterbury 



17. Internationalisation  
This module exposes students to a wide variety of concepts and materials from across different regions of the globe and intellectual traditions. The reading list is comprised of research produced by internationally acclaimed scholars, who contribute to the internationally shared public concerns of our times. These two elements are central to the internationalisation dimension of this module and contribute to the pedagogical cultivation of global citizenship, and the ability to engage with the global challenges facing societies world-wide during the twenty-first century.

18. University School responsible for the programme
School of Anthropology and Conservation

FACULTIES SUPPORT OFFICE USE ONLY 
Revision record – all revisions must be recorded in the grid and full details of the change retained in the appropriate committee records.

	Date approved
	Major/minor revision
	Start date of delivery of revised version
	Section revised
	Impacts PLOs (Q6&7 cover sheet)

	27/06/2016
	Minor
	January 2017
	12
	No

	11/10/2016
	
	January 2017
	12
	No	

	26/11/2019
	Major
	September 2020
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	No
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