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Plenary 1: Up Against Law’s Violence

Andrea Smith – Women of Color and State Violence
Women of color live in the dangerous intersections of gender and race.  Within the mainstream anti-violence movement in the United States, women of color who survive sexual or domestic abuse are often told that they must pit themselves against their communities, often portrayed stereotypically as violent, to begin the healing process.  Communities of color, meanwhile, often advocate that women keep silent about the sexual and domestic violence in order to maintain a united front against racism.  Therefore, the analysis proposed in this paper argues for the need to adopt anti-violence strategies that are mindful of the larger structures of violence that shape the world in which we live.  That is, strategies designed to combat violence within communities (sexual/domestic violence) must be linked to strategies that combat violence directed against communities, including state violence (e.g., police brutality, prisons, militarism, racism, colonialism, and economic exploitation).  The traditional or mainstream remedies for addressing sexual and domestic violence here in the United States have proven to be inadequate for addressing the problems of gender violence in general, but particularly for addressing violence against women of color.  The problem is not simply an issue of providing multicultural services to survivors of violence.  Rather, the analysis and strategies around addressing gender violence have failed to address the manner in which gender violence is not simply a tool of patriarchal control, but also serves as a tool of racism, economic oppression, and colonialism.  That is, colonial relationships as well as race and class relations are themselves gendered and sexualized.
        
The anti-violence movement has always contested the notion of home as a safe place because the majority of violence that women suffer happens at home.  Furthermore, it is the notion that violence happens "out there", inflicted by the stranger in the dark alley, that makes it difficult to recognize that the home is in fact the place of greatest danger for women.  Ironically, however, the strategies that the domestic violence movement employs to address violence are actually premised on the danger coming from "out there" rather than at home.  That is, reliance on the criminal justice system to address gender violence would make sense if the threat was a few crazed men who we can lock up.  But the prison system is not equipped to address a violent culture in which an overwhelming number of people batter their partners unless we are prepared to imprison hundreds of millions of people.  

Furthermore, state violence in the form of the criminal justice system cannot provide true safety for women, particularly women of color, when it is directly implicated in the violence women face as described previously.  Unfortunately, the remedies that have been pursued by the mainstream anti-violence movement have often had the effect of strengthening rather than opposing state violence. Thus, for example, the anti-sexual/domestic violence movements have been vital in breaking the silence around violence against women and providing critically needed services to survivors of sexual and domestic violence.  However, these movements have also become increasingly professionalized around providing services and, consequently, are often reluctant to address sexual and domestic violence within the larger context of institutionalized violence. As a case in point, increasingly, mainstream anti-violence advocates have demanded longer prison sentences for batterers and sex offenders as a front line approach to stopping violence against women.  However, the criminal justice system has always been brutally oppressive toward communities of color. This paper will explore organizing strategies being developed by women of color to address violence within their communities that do not rely primarily on the state.

Dean Spade – Trans Politics on a Neo-Liberal Landscape

This paper draws from Critical Race Theory's critique of the discrimination principle and Foucault's theory of biopolitics to contemplate the role of law reform in US trans politics.  The most common and visible tran law reform strategies focus on expanding anti-discrimination laws and hate crimes laws to explicitly include gender identity and expression. The paper draws on scholarly and activist characterizations of neoliberalism to ask what significance such strategies have for trans life chances and how such reforms come to be framed as the keys to equality.  It further asks what role law reform might have in efforts to improve trans life chances or to seek broader redistributive change if we let go of neoliberal fantasies of privacy, accuracy, and inclusion that being explicitly named by protective laws supposedly promises.  Finally, it looks at recent organizing in marginalized trans political formations to examine what demands might emerge from a trans politics not focused on inclusion and incorporation into a neoliberal order.
Panels Session 1 

1a: Violence and the Colonial State

Natasha Marhia – Securing gendered citizenship: police practices and gender-based violence in New Delhi

Citizenship, as a relationship between the state and the individual, is both mediated by, and productive of, particular kinds of violence.  It is simultaneously shaped by, and constitutive of, gender relations, and their intersections with other vectors of power and axes of ‘difference’.  

Post-structuralist feminist approaches caution against treating the state as a monolithic site of coherent agency and instead theorise the state as fractured and fragmented constellations of power, some of which may be open to (strategic) feminist leverage. Only through interrogating the ‘concrete social practices’ of the state can we generate insight into how it is both gendered and productive of gendered subjectivities and citizens.   

This paper derives from a project which explores the ways in which state institutions and practices of ‘security’ produce gendered citizens through (the regulation and policing of) gendered violences. Drawing on qualitative fieldwork in New Delhi, India, the paper examines the effects of police practices and procedures designed to govern and regulate ‘violence/crime against women’ in this particular postcolonial context.  

It discusses constructions of women’s safety arising in the policing of ‘violence/crime against women’ in Delhi, and their intersection with discourses and practices which regulate and discipline sexuality and sexual morality for particular categories of people. The (discursive) practices under study explicitly engage with ‘gender’ and gender (in)equality, yet the paper argues that, in significant ways, they (re)produce the gendered categories of citizenship that enable the normalisation of certain practices of gender-based violence.

The policing and regulation of gendered violence is therefore deeply implicated in ‘the violent reproduction of gender’. The paper considers the implications of these findings for theorising gender and citizenship, violence, security and the state.  

Rai, Shirin M. (1996) ‘Women and the State in the Third World: Some Issues for Debate’ in Rai, Shirin M. & Geraldine Lievesley (eds.) Women and the State: International Perspectives (London: Taylor & Francis)

Connell, R. W. –-(1990) ‘The state, gender and sexual politics: Theory and appraisal’, Theory and Society 19: 507-544

 I borrow this phrase from Shepherd, Laura (2008), Gender, Violence & Security: Discourse as practice (London, New York: Zed)

Nilgün Fehim Kennedy & Ayça Kurtoğlu – Gender, violence etc. :Analysing VAW by women in the context of feminist ethics of care

The field of violence against women (VAW) is one which the feminist movement has drawn the most attention to and been the most successful in transforming the private into political struggle. In 1987 one of the first feminist public protests to take place following the 1980 military coup, “shout, so all may hear” took place under the influence of second wave feminism in Turkey. It was followed by separate “no to violence against women” campaigns by the government, the private sector and the women’s movement, effected by the international conjecture. So women made their voices heard in a larger arena. As a result of these developments, both mechanisms to prevent (physical) VAW have been put in place and a level of awareness has been created on the part of society within the framework of discourses on women’s human rights and gender. Against this background, it is possible to say that the struggle against VAW rises on two important assumptions: Man is the actor of VAW and women make up a homogenous category. These two assumptions have led to a situation in which VAW is treated not so much as a question of power, but that of gender. As part and parcel of a large section of society being the perpetrators of emotional, sexual and economical violence, women themselves including those within the women’s movement subject other women to partial or complete violence due to their power lending positions in terms age, class, ethnicity, sexual orientation and status. 

This paper aims to defend the view that VAW should be analysed not in terms of gender, but power, because the problematic of gender creates an untouchable field in inter-women relationships, thus rendering invisible VAW by women. Within this context certain implications of power which are ignored by the gender-centred approaches will be taken up in the first place. Secondly the foci of inter-women power and the violence it gives rise to will be discussed. Finally, VAW by women will be debated in relation to both feminist ethics of care and daily life practices.     

Sarah Keenan - A blue wristband view of history: denying colony and conquest in the death in custody of Mulrunji Doomadgee
Mulrunji Doomadgee died from massive internal injuries in the Palm Island watch-house shortly after being arrested for swearing by Senior Sergeant Chris Hurley.  When Hurley became the first Australian police officer to be charged over an Aboriginal death in custody his police union launched a massive public campaign declaring their outrage at his treatment and raising funds for his legal defence.  The campaign included selling blue wristbands printed with his police badge number, which were available at police stations across the state and worn by on duty police officers.  While the state police force is a patriarchal institution whose spokespeople are all men, the image used to promote the sale of the wristbands was that of a young policewoman holding up her bent arm, almost Rosie the Riveter style, to display her wristband to the camera.  In this paper I will argue that this tokenistic gesture of gender inclusivity in the police force and specifically as part of the pro-Hurley campaign was part of the wider denial that Mulrunji’s death in custody was related to the Australian government’s ongoing policies of containing and conquering Aboriginal people – an inherently patriarchal process.  Drawing on postcolonial feminist theory, I will argue that in order to fully understand Mulrunji’s death in custody and the drawn out legal proceedings that followed it, those events must be analysed in terms of the gendered and sexualised framework of colonial relations.  More broadly, I will draw on critical and legal geography to argue that Mulrunji’s death in custody on Palm Island and its legal aftermath are demonstrative of Australia’s failure to move to a space of postcoloniality.  The “blue wristband” view of history – a view propounded not just by the Queensland Police Union but by the legal processes that ultimately vindicated it - entails not just failing to acknowledge and mourn the violent wrongs of white Australia’s past, but actively creating a space where those wrongs can continue with impunity.  

1b: Gender and Sexual Violence

Stephen Ashe – Gender, sexuality and the British National Party

Conventional wisdom suggests that the British National Party will benefit politically from a recession. Government ministers certainly think so. Journalists think so. And the BNP themselves certainly think so (Nick Lowles, Editor of International Searchlight, November 2008: 4)

In spite of a growing number of academics working in the field of right-wing extreme (RWE) studies questions of gender, sexuality and homophobia continue to be overlooked. Furthermore, those working in this area have tended to concentrate on, if not prioritise, the study of racism and nationalism at the expense of sexism and homophobia. Yet the role of women has been central to Nick Griffin’s attempts to modernise the British National Party (BNP). In other words, the BNP’s modernisation programme extends beyond putting ‘macho thugs’ in suits. By focusing on the role of women, sexism and homophobia, this paper aims to demonstrate that we cannot simply separate the ideological articulation and political practice of racism and nationalism from other discriminatory and exclusionary ideologies and practices. It will also be argued that sexism and homophobia are central to the way in which the BNP imagine the nation, as well as outlining how these ideologies inform the party’s anti-immigrant and Islamophobic discourses. And perhaps more importantly, it will be suggested that the BNP’s use of patriarchal images of women and notions of femininity pose serious questions for the anti-BNP movement in Britain today, particularly when commentators are predicitng that the BNP are likely to make further electoral gains in 2009 and 2010. In conclusion, this paper will argue that issues of gender and sexuality need to be placed at the centre of RWE studies and our thoughts as to how we should oppose the BNP, rather than being marginalised, if not considered at all.

Jess Hardley – A material-discursive reading of bodies before the Law and, of Law itself

The aim of this paper is two-fold. Firstly, it aims at offering a feminist reading of current Australian legal proceedings, particularly cases of sexual assault and sexual abuse. As Carol Smart contends, "the rape trial is a clear example of law's power to disqualify alternative discourses or accounts. It is perhaps the clearest example of the division between law's truth and women's experience and the way in which outsiders' voices cannot be heard". Using this as a point of departure, I argue that there are certain overlapping, as well as competing, discourses which create and restrict subjects within the legal system; namely gendered, classist, agist and nationalist discourses. In reading cases of sexual assault and abuse it becomes clear that legal subjectivities are materially and discursively encoded within competing ideologies and dominant narratives of these categories of difference. I examine one particular case of child sexual abuse which occurred in a Northern Territory Indigenous Community in 2006, and has recently been revisited in the legal system and by the Australian media. Special attention will be paid to the legal construction of bodies, agency and responsibility and the material and discursive consequences of this. Secondly, it aims to produce a new and more comprehensive understanding of the materiality of the courtroom and how subjects (including 'victim', perpetrator, judge, witnesses, jury, typist, security and audience) are corporeally positioned within the courtroom. Working within a Foucauldian framework the aim of this is to investigate not only discursive power relations, but also how particular identities are created and maintained through the physical positioning of bodies within the courtroom. In other words, this paper not only seeks to connect the physicality and subjectivity of those involved in court cases, but also the materiality and the discursivity of Law itself.

1c: Gender futures: Media and human rights

Lieve Gies – The hard sell? Promoting the Human Rights Act

A decade after the Human Rights Act (HRA) was enacted, incorporating the European Convention on Human Rights into UK domestic law, it appears not only that the legislation is deeply unpopular in some quarters but also that few citizens are sufficiently knowledgeable of their Convention rights. Evidence for this can be found, for example, in some media outlets which show great hostility to the HRA by essentially depicting it as a ‘rogue’s charter’ benefiting ‘undeserving’ groups in society (e.g. asylum-seekers, prisoners and sexual minorities) at the expense of the law-abiding majority. Critics have argued that such negative publicity has been allowed to thrive because government is not doing enough to ‘sell’ (in the words of the civil liberties group Liberty) or promote human rights legislation to the public: they are claiming that the absence of a government-led narrative about the HRA has enabled the tabloid media to fill the void with predominantly negative publicity. Such criticism raises a number of important issues which this paper seeks to address: does a well-conceived and sound policy framework need promoting or will its benefits speak for themselves? Is a promotion strategy appropriate and justified when there is political controversy and the public is divided on a policy? Which communicative register should be adopted for such promotional practices: conventional oratory, modern advertising and public relations, or propaganda and spin? Should government fashion its message through a narratology grounded in reason and shared cultural values or is it seductive advertising techniques enchanting the press and public that will always be the most effective?

A decade after the Human Rights Act (HRA) was enacted, incorporating the European Convention on Human Rights into UK domestic law, it appears not only that the legislation is deeply unpopular in some quarters but also that few citizens are sufficiently knowledgeable of their Convention rights. Evidence for this can be found, for example, in some media outlets which show great hostility to the HRA by essentially depicting it as a ‘rogue’s charter’ benefiting ‘undeserving’ groups in society (e.g. asylum-seekers, prisoners and sexual minorities) at the expense of the law-abiding majority. Critics have argued that such negative publicity has been allowed to thrive because government is not doing enough to ‘sell’ (in the words of the civil liberties group Liberty) or promote human rights legislation to the public: they are claiming that the absence of a government-led narrative about the HRA has enabled the tabloid media to fill the void with predominantly negative publicity. Such criticism raises a number of important issues which this paper seeks to address: does a well-conceived and sound policy framework need promoting or will its benefits speak for themselves? Is a promotion strategy appropriate and justified when there is political controversy and the public is divided on a policy? Which communicative register should be adopted for such promotional practices: conventional oratory, modern advertising and public relations, or propaganda and spin? Should government fashion its message through a narratology grounded in reason and shared cultural values or is it seductive advertising techniques enchanting the press and public that will always be the most effective?

Eric Heinze & Rosa Freedman - Public awareness of human rights: Distortions in the mass media 

Abstract.  The mass media decisively shape global perceptions about human rights, yet fail to reflect the realities of global violations, with serious consequences for rights of women and sexual minorities.  Situations of egregious abuse are often overshadowed by those which receive attention for reasons extraneous to any specific concern for human rights.  Distortions in established media sources arise not necessarily from deliberate misrepresentation, but from the inevitable disparities that arise when human rights abuses are reported as by-products of military, economic, or other interests.  This study examines day-by-day coverage of global human rights, during the three-month period from October to December 2006, in two American and two British broadsheets: The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Guardian and The Financial Times.   The aim is to understand the kinds of factors which, albeit tangential to violations of fundamental human rights, nevertheless influence both the quantity and the quality of reporting.  While various editorial pressures, such as the need to focus on topical stories, are not denied, it is argued that the news media must make greater efforts to achieve proportionality between the gravity of human rights situations and the degree of coverage those situations receive.  

1d: Understanding Embryos
This panel seeks to explore how embryos have been constructed and understood in ethico-legal and popular cultures, to interrogate the discourses that surround them and to address the challenges that they pose for law.

Ruth Cain – Autogenesis and the absent mother: Reforming, reproduction in Margaret Atwood’s Oryx and Crake

This paper explores some contemporary reproductive mythology and how it is reflected within fiction and within laws governing bioengineering and the new reproductive technologies. Atwood’s Oryx and Crake graphically narrates the destructive power of Western fantasies of biotechnological mastery over the substance of Life, formative mythologies which also inform legislative decision-making. Such fantasies tend to erase the maternal subject, who struggles to signify in law and culture unless to demonstrate the primacy of the child/fetus/embryo. Although the new reproductive technologies have been theorised as liberatory for women, disciplinary narratives around them relocate the female body as irrational and lacking subjective agency, creating anxiety about the ‘unnatural’ implications and dangers of new techniques. The old concept of monstrous maternal embodiment encourages a ‘gothic’ biotechnological imaginary: scientist as necromancer playing with unstable reproductive forces. The image of the hubristic scientist embodies cultural misgivings about the possibility of autogenesis, or parthenogenetic or disembodied reproduction, usually without women.  Oryx and Crake is examined as a dystopian narrative of cultural ambivalence about the manipulation of reproduction. I relate its tale of bioengineered autogenesis, the forcible reformation of a natural world perceived as lost or tainted, to contradictions inherent in current reproductive law. 

Sheelagh McGuiness – Moral Panics and Biotechnologies
This paper will examine the way in which biotechnologies are represented in the media. Articles are examined from two papers, The Guardian and The Daily Mail. We see how these papers take diverging views of biotechnologies, respectively hopeful and fearful. These diverging views are representative of a broader divergence in the ethical debate surrounding biotechnologies. The paper will conclude with a consideration of how this divergence effects our perception of the embryo.

Marie Fox & Marie-Andree Jacob – Embryonic hopes

This paper interrogates the connections between the concepts of hope, embryos and law, with a particular focus on the problems which embryos might pose for human rights law. It will investigate how discourses of hope circulate around both embryos and law, and how hopes are invested in embryonic technologies and human rights. We inquire into how law participates in the production of cultural meanings of the embryo (eg, the notion of the pre-embryo; the CNR embryo; admixed  the embryos in the Evans v. UK case (ECHR no. 6339/05, 2006); the surplus embryo), and then link this to the idea of 'moral pioneers' or 'reproductive citizens' (ie, sociological labels) by looking at how 'pioneering' has been playing out in law-making around embryos (including Evans, cases involving CORE, etc).

Plenary II: Building New Community Norms and State Relations

Emily Grabham – Shaking Mr Jones: Law and Touch
“I have been extremely shaken by this. It has been very upsetting and worrying. 

I don’t want to bring up my children in such an environment.” 

(Mr Morien Jones, quoted by the BBC, 25 May 2008, talking about the experience of seeing his neighbour Lynett Burgess walk naked along a shared driveway.)

Touch has attracted a great deal of critical scholarship of late. It has been re-oriented by recent work on the sensorium, which attempts to shift understandings of the senses away from the traditional five sense model toward an appreciation of the unpredictable and fluid workings of intersensoriality. In recent scholarship, its significance has been understood variously as a radical alternative to the scopic paradigm, one of the contributing factors to Enlightenment rationalities, and as an integral aspect of challenges to Marx’s theory of value. Touch can therefore function in ideological, epistemological or perceptual terms. However, this paper is about the rationalities of touch: what touch feels like when it is understood not as a means of acquiring knowledge, or interpreting its significance, but instead when touch itself is knowledge. Drawing on Mariana Valverde’s work on the forensic gaze, I investigate how embodied dispositions – feeling ‘shaken’, feeling shocked, feeling someone else’s pain – are mobilized in the same contexts (criminal trials) as are forensic clues, but with differing effects.

Rosemary Hennessy – Autonomy, Community and the State: Grassroots Women’s Leadership in Mexico
In Latin America popular movements and grassroots organizations are re-orienting long-standing feminist debates over whether women’s movement should maintain autonomy from the state and its laws. I will speak about the implications of these developments for thinking about “gender futures” by way of a historic series of encounters in Mexico between grassroots groups in the south and north that have been bringing together indigenous and worker-based struggles that join needs-based initiatives and gender-equality issues. Since 2006 indigenous communities from the southern state of Chiapas and members of a shanty town on the outskirts of the northern border city of Nuevo Laredo have been meeting to exchange and strategize. In this north-south model of organizing among the poorest of the poor, women’s leadership is soliciting fragile new models of gender politics and community life aimed at developing non-capitalist sustainable projects and new relations to the nation-state. 

Panels Session 2

2a: The National, Cultural and Gender Economies

Umut Erel – Making new citizens: Mothering and migration
This paper looks at how mothering practices of migrant women in the UK (re-)construct notions of citizenship for themselves and their children. It investigates how migrant women to the UK make a home for themselves and their children: how does migration affect the intergenerational identities of mothers and children? How do mothers see their role in bringing up future citizens of their new country of residence? When families migrate they change not only their country of residence, but this also affects relations among genders and generations. When it comes to migrant families, where the cultural, social and linguistic resources of the mother's country of origin are different from those in the new country of residence, the aspect of ethnic identity and allegiance becomes part of these negotiations. Women are often seen as symbols of the ethnic or national group and transmitters of its values and culture, yet migrant mothers also transform the meanings of ethnic identity and belonging, in the process challenging gendered ethnicised notions of subjectivity, collectivity and citizenship. 
Kate Bedford – Development ‘Camp’: Bingo and Community Regeneration
This paper interrogates the role that gender and sexuality play in debates about gambling as a local community regeneration strategy. It seeks to correct a gap in the literature about these debates, by moving away from masculinized discussion of casinos to consider instead bingo as a site for conversations about regeneration. In the aftermath of the failed efforts to regenerate Manchester through supercasinos, and in the wake of a massive government shake-up of UK gambling law, it is time to consider how the relationship between leisure, gambling, and capitalist development looks when viewed from the perspective of bingo - one populated by camp callers, abject white working class women, and old people. What does bingo reveal about the intertwining of gender, class, and sexuality in attempts to promote local development, and what should be made of the absence of bingo as a perceived vehicle for community regeneration? What does it mean that a prevalence of bingo in a community often operates as evidence of the need for development? What kinds of gendered, sexualized, and capitalist subjectivities does regeneration entail here, and why does bingo trouble them so persistently?   

Prabha Kotiswaran – Revisiting the material, recasting the contemporary sex work debates
This paper analyses Western and postcolonial feminist debates on sex work through the lens of materialism. It argues that despite the caricaturized presentation of the debates in terms of the oppositional feminist viewpoints of the radical feminists and sex work feminists arguing that sex work is either violence or work respectively, that in fact both camps have competing visions of the economy of sex work whether it be in terms of the commodity being sold in sex work, the class processes involved, the political economy of concrete sex markets or the macro-political economy under which national sex industries are organized. This in turn extends to their understanding of the economic implications of policy positions that they advocate. Contrasting these views of materiality against more conventional socialist feminist analyses of sex work, the paper then assesses their implications for conceptualizing third world sex markets before articulating a postcolonial materialist feminist theory of sex work.
2b: Reproductive Justice

Ruth Fletcher – Reproductive Justice?

Contemporary feminist theorists of social justice seem to underplay the role of reproduction as they struggle with questions about the generation, distribution and use of resources and the role of individual and group affirmation in these processes.  Feminist advocates of reproductive justice seem to understate the need for critical theoretical explanation as they emphasise social movement-building rather than legal reform and the importance of public funding and quality service provision if choice is ever to be more than rhetoric for all those involved in reproductive processes.  Here I consider the possibilities for a critical feminist account of reproductive justice which reads the concerns of social justice theory and reproductive justice critiques in light of each other.

Ofra Koffman – Feminists struggles, shifting problematisations: The emergence of the problem of ‘teenage pregnancy’ in Britain
This paper addresses the theme of “gender futures” by way of looking at one of the lasting effects of the feminists achievements of the 1960s and 1970s: the governmental field of ‘teenage pregnancy’. In the 1950s and early 1960s governmental concerns focused on women who became pregnant out-of-wedlock.  Governmental agencies were involved in providing temporary or long-term assistance for this group of women, since they often had difficulty obtaining employment and housing. By the mid 1970s the governmental field of ‘unmarried mothers’ was virtually extinct and a new problematization - that of 'teenage motherhood' - was on the rise. These changes were clearly associated with the major feminist achievements of the 1960s and early 1970s, among them the broadening of access to contraception, the legalization of abortion and the increase in state support for single parents. 

The paper will consider the proposition that while the reproductive rights of ‘adult’ women gained greater recognition, young women’s reproductive rights were, to a certain extent, undermined. I will propose that in thinking about “gender futures” we have to look at the way in which feminist achievements are tied in with the rise of new problematizations, re-drawing the boundaries of rights and opportunities. 

2c: Alliance and radical political formation/education

Davina Cooper - Touched: the politics of nudism in public
This paper is the third section of a longer paper which explores the relationship between nudism and three key political projects or moments: equality, associational autonomy, and publicity. The primary aim of the paper is to explore how reading these terms through nudism and reading nudism through these terms changes both. In that sense we can think of them as conjoined or fused. The talk focuses on one such fusing: nudism-in-public. Exploring this fusing, as it takes shape in the form of circulatory, orientational, interactive and accomplished publics, highlights the importance of contact and touch to the work performed by nudism-in-public. But what political contribution does public touch offer to thinking about nudism or other, more established, forms of social difference politics? And can touch reframe and bridge equality, autonomy and the relationship between them?

Jordi Díez – Explaining social movement success: The Mexican lesbian and gay movement and its impact on public policy

While Mexico’s Lesbian and Gay (LG) movement is one of the oldest in Latin America, from the mid 1980s to the mid 1990s it experienced a significant weakening, losing previously gained national visibility. However, since 1997, the movement has not only re-gained important vitality, making it one of the most visible in the region, but it has been one of the most successful. Indeed, in a relatively short period of time, Mexico’s LG movement has been able to achieve numerous policy triumphs, ranging from national anti-discrimination legislation to same-sex civil unions. What accounts for such unprecedented social movement success? Based on extensive field research carried out over the last two years, this paper argues that the social movement’s success is largely the result of its ability to advance its policy objectives by pursuing a ‘double militancy’ strategy when interacting with the state and by the strategic pursuit of a collective action frame based on ‘sexual diversity rights.’ The adoption of this frame was in turn facilitated by broader master frames that emerged during Mexico’s transition to democracy (one based on human rights and one based on social diversity), which allowed for the resonance of the movements collective action frame among the citizenry at large.
Sarah Lamble – Queer and transgender solidarity across prison walls: Experiential resonance and dissonance within prisoners’ justice activism in Canada

Solidarity politics often takes experiential commonality as its basis, but what does solidarity make of experiential dissonance?  Do tensions between resonance and dissonance generate productive forms of connection?  How do practices of solidarity generate socially transformative knowledges?  Drawing on in-depth interviews with queer and transgender activists involved in prisoners’ justice activism in Canada, this paper explores how critical assemblages of resonant and dissonant knowledge provide important sites for rethinking the politics of solidarity, particularly across prison walls. Rather than considering questions of resonance and dissonance as ontological problems of “sameness” and “difference”, this paper examines experiential dis/connections as epistemological forces whose political reverberations generate new ways of knowing. Treating solidarity less as a bond which links two distinct entities, and more as power-knowledge practice that (re)constitutes entities themselves, I suggest that the transformative potential of solidarity lies less its promise of unity and more it its capacity to challenge established relations of power, particularly among differently situated subjects. I argue that ongoing tensions between resonance and dissonances not only give rise to new political possibilities but may also forestall the solidification, entrenchment and objectification of “experience”, which potentially undermines solidarity itself.

2d: Sexual Movements and sexual transgression – the arts and avant garde

Rosemaria Cisneros-Kostic – “Does it end with Gypsy Women?: Documentary films on Flamenco as Political Art in Franco’s Spain
The art of Flamenco dancing lives and dies on stage. Flamenco is a political art form that offers insight into the elusive culture of the Gypsies.  This paper looks at the dynamics of women onstage within the flamenco sphere as seen through the documentary series “Rito y Geografia” (Roots and Geography). Gender roles are examined as I look at popular culture during Franco’s Spain.  Franco portrayed the Gypsy community in  a stereotypical, negative and degrading light, yet juxtaposed that erroneous image by highlighting the mystique of  a Gypsy, and romanticizing their demeanor, using the flamenco series as the vessel to manipulate discourse. On stage, a Gypsy is revered. Offstage, a Gypsy is unaccepted. There is an imbalance and an injustice towards this group of people that has led to a social movement by contemporary flamenco artists, which work to break down the biases that Franco’s Spain created. Flamenco explains that dance is human behavior composed, which can highlight intolerance, discrimination and gender issues. Dance is a series of motions with an organized intention that has an aesthetic and inherent value. I explore how flamenco is culturally patterned and connected to the human history of the Gypsy culture and the Romani injustices. Dance is an empirical indicator of the body’s history and my paper reveals sexist, classist, and racist ideas that revolve around the Gypsies, which were stressed during the age of Franquisimo. The commodification of the body began during the Café Cantantes period and this series mirrors that ideology.
Dominique Ying-Chih Liao – Integration or just a passing movement? Sexual movement and Taiwanese little theatres in the post-martial law era
Sexual issues in arts have been easily integrated with social movements as a subversive means to challenge the authorities and conventional ideology, particularly when a society is in the transient periods resulting from significant social alterations. Such social environment often helps some taboo issues blossom and liberated; however, it is equally possible to turn the whole set of artistic sexual transgression into a passing fashion and a banal protest.
The repeal of martial law in 1987 brought Taiwan a new found freedom that led to an urge to break up with the suppressed and imposed ideology before 1987. Activists, political protesters, street performers, subversive artists and myriads of social protesting groups emerging around 1987 shared the same political opposition to the authorities and established a strong alliance among them. The Taiwanese avant-garde theatre emerged and thrived in the late 1980s was unarguably a part of the anti-authoritarian force, and among their productions, sexual transgression played a significant role until the later part of the 1990s. Chi-Yuan Tien’s Love Homosexual in Chinese (1988) overtly raised homosexual issues as a means to express political dissidence; the Soap Opera series of Taiwan Walker Theatre portrayed exuberant and diverse gender possibilities to shatter extant gender boundaries and epitomised the vital atmosphere of Taiwanese society that anticipated an unlimited future and boundless freedom.
This paper will focus on the intervention and interaction between sexual movements in Taiwanese society and the sexual transgression represented in the Taiwanese avant-garde theatre in the post-martial law era. Through scrutinizing their mutual development, the anxieties and quandaries of sexual movements in Taiwan will be critically revealed.
2e: Human rights discourse

Adetoun Ilumoka – Can there be a human rights fundamentalism: thoughts on the purpose of critique in law

The last ten years have witnessed an acknowledgement of critiques of international human rights discourse, especially those advanced by “third world” scholars, focusing on the idea and principle of universality of human rights.  However, the critique of rights discourse, notably by the left in Europe and America long predates this trend.  Paradoxically, in the same period, human rights based approaches to development are being vigorously promoted by the United Nations, many Western donor agencies and some scholars.   

Many critics of rights discourse, do concede that it can, like law, be a double edged sword available to both oppressed and oppressor, and the modern women’s movement in particular has sought to use rights to further its purposes. Critical race scholars, referring to the Civil Rights Movement in the United States have also argued for the centrality of rights discourse to that struggle (Patricia Williams).

Against the backdrop of women’s struggles against the  re-introduction of some Sharia criminal law and punishments in Northern Nigeria over the past 7 years, this paper examines the tensions between these two dominant and seemingly opposing trends in human rights discourse today – critique and pro-active use.  I focus in particular on the opportunities and contradictions in the adoption of  women’s (human) rights approaches to resisting authoritarian regimes in post-colonial situations. These struggles have highlighted in a very concrete way some crucial questions regarding the context and purpose of critiquing rights and law and their implications for movement building or destruction. These include whether or not human rights discourse can be fundamentalist and what a liberatory rights based approach might look like.

Elise Wohlbold – CEDAW: Shifting the gaze. Is Article 5(a) an effective way of tackling gender prejudice and stereotyping?
The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) through article 5(a) addresses gender stereotyping and gender inequality by placing positive obligations on countries to modify social and cultural patterns which stereotype and discriminate against women. Article 5(a) of CEDAW, and the implications that flow from it, entail a norm that goes further than most existing legislation in the field of equal treatment between men and women. Existing legislation on gender discrimination sets out to protect individuals from discrimination but it does little as a form of remedy against structural causes of persistent discrimination or disadvantages towards women in society. While legislation looks back at instances of discrimination that have occurred already, CEDAW aims to bring about cultural change to eliminate and prevent discrimination in the future.     

Despite the universal application of international law, CEDAW article 5(a) is mostly analysed and implemented in reference to third world countries. Most scholarly literature by academics or United Nations civil servants when addressing CEDAW article 5(a) are analysed in context of non-western countries. Accordingly, there is a limited approach to applying CEDAW article 5(a) in a Western context and thus, to domestic Western laws or policies when addressing gender stereotyping.
The aim of my paper therefore is to discuss CEDAW article 5(a) and how it approaches cultural differences in regard to women’s human rights and if it can be successful in battling universal gender prejudice and stereotyping. The paper will point out that practices which fit the criteria of harmful traditional practices outlined in CEDAW and the United Nations literature can also be found in the West. I will argue that there are many practices in the West that are harmful to the health and well-being of women which are no less culturally enforced than those identified by the United Nations. With this in mind, I will analyse if article 5(a) can be accused of cultural imperialism and the “Othering” of Third World Women. In the end I simply argue that whether Western or non-Western traditional practices, oppressive acts towards women should be measured by the same yardstick and confronted with the same standards. Finally, I argue that international women’s rights should be supported as part of a long-term strategy to achieving gender equality.

Iris Elliott – Progressing women’s human rights in Ireland: the transformative potential of local-global activism

This paper discusses how Irish women human rights activists have engaged with UN Treaty monitoring systems, as dialogical and contentious spaces, to progress women’s rights within the domestic realm. Connecting with the myriad supports of the transnational women’s human rights movement, the Women’s Human Rights Alliance (a feminist grouping of civil society organisations) has deployed consciousness-raising, agenda setting, policy development, and lobbying strategies with their inter-sectoral constituencies.  

Using early findings from an emancipatory study, this paper presents activists’ insights into the role and significance of international human rights standards, processes and mechanisms in contemporary feminist thinking and practice in Ireland. 

Following the re-framing of women’s rights as human rights by the Irish women’s movement in the 1990s, activists have been challenging successive Irish Governments’ hegemonic construction of human rights as an external discourse and their own performance as human rights advocates on the world stage.  The ways in which the WHRA has contributed to a counter-hegemony of rights will be explored. 

Since autumn 2008, the Irish Government has been employing discourses of financial crisis to mask its evisceration of the human rights and equality sectors. Its long standing ‘Social Partnership’ policy of Government by consensus is fragmenting; with one pillar: the Community Platform, currently reflecting on Governments’ limited, rhetorical attention to equality during the Celtic Tiger era,  the potential of a tactical shift from ‘influencing elites’ to ‘protest on the streets’,  the need to envision alternative futures for Ireland, and the opportunities created by crisis. This rapidly changing economic, political, and social landscape provides the context for this paper. 
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3a: Trans and social Identity

Claire Jenkins – Straddling the scalpel of identity: a critical consideration of the social context within which transsexual people cross the sex and gender binaries
When transsexual people transition medical and social research has identified that nearly half of their relationships with family end.  This causes considerable psychological and social problems that need to be addressed.   This research addresses these problems and extends its scope to include close friends.  It seeks to identify the characteristics of those relationships that survive transition, the factors that cause relationships to break down and how can the resulting distress be diminished.  

Ten transitioning transsexual people will be ethically interviewed and separately two or three of their family and friends.  Each interview will be two staged.  There will be a mutual collaboration between the researcher and the researched using reflective dialogue and my experience of transition.  Focus groups will be used towards the end of data analysis to avoid dilution and individual compromise and arrive at understandings that represent multiple perspectives on transition.   The theory of institutional heterosexuality with its normative understandings of binary sex and gender will be tested for its applicability to transitions.  Access will be through transsexual support groups.

A content analysis of two transitional texts; a radio interview of two spouses of transsexual people; and an autobiographical film of family and a friend’s experience of transition were examined as a pilot study.   Transition is an extended process involving cross-dressing with spousal reluctance. When embodiment changes a relationship crisis results. Intimate sexual relationships become platonic.  Spouses find these changes extremely traumatic and grieve; they reconsider their own sexuality to mitigate losses.  Marriage either ends or ceases to be sexually intimate.  For all involved attachment to heterosexual ideology and a history of close intimacy increases grief, which is reduced by psychological splitting. This ongoing research will investigate; alternative partnering relationships; data gathering when grieving has calmed; and the therapeutic value of transitional story telling.

Sally Hines and Zowie Davy – “The GRA is a good start, but there’s much more to be done”: Legal change, gender diversity and recognition
‘“The GRA is a good start, but there’s much more to be done”: Legal Change, Gender Diversity and Recognition’ 

Representing the civil recognition of gender transition, the Gender Recognition Act (GRA, 2004) marks an important change in attitudes towards trans people; enabling the change of birth certificates and granting trans people the right to marry in their acquired gender. These developments reflect broader social changes around the conceptualization and the practices of identity, and illustrate how questions of gendered, sexual, intimate and embodied identity and citizenship are being debated, contested and reconfigured. 

The paper will first explore understandings of ‘sex’, gender and sexuality, and the relationship between these, within the GRA.  A key question for consideration is the extent to which the GRA recognises ‘gender’ as distinct from ‘sex’. The paper will move on to draw on initial research findings from an on-going ESRC funded project exploring the impact and significance of the Gender Recognition Act (GRA, UK, 2004) upon individual lives and community practices.  Here the paper will examine the various ways in which trans people understand and experience this changing policy landscape; exploring particularly why some trans people view gender recognition as significant and choose to register under the GRA, and why others do not. Such points of comparison provide useful ways of examining different attitudes within transgender communities around the GRA, and highlight complexities and problematics within the Act itself.  The paper will conclude by suggesting that while some forms of gender diversity are supported by recent legal and policy developments, other experiences and practices of gender transformation are further marginalised; indicating that, indeed, “there’s much more to be done”.  

Robyn Emerton – The struggle for transgender rights in Asia
Little has been written about the legal status and legal struggles of transgender people in Asia, compared to scholarship on this issue in the West.  Yet significant advances have been made in the 2000s in the legal status of transgender people in several Asian countries, most notably Japan and South Korea. This success has been achieved primarily through the willingness of transgender people to engage with the court process, either through a co-ordinated campaign for legal reform (e.g. Japan), or through the ad hoc, individual pursuit of legal recognition (e.g. the Philippines, South Korea).  In some cases, the courts have held that a transgender person has the right legally to be recognised in their “post-operative sex” (i.e. gender identity).  In other cases, a negative court ruling has acted as a catalyst for legislative reform.  Despite these success stories, transgender populations in other Asian countries, such as Hong Kong, continue to eschew the court process as means to achieve the respect, recognition and equality due to them, primarily out of fear of negative publicity. This paper will review recent transgender jurisprudence in Asia, and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of litigation as a strategy for legal reform.  

3b: Marriage reform and lesbian and gay relationships

Marie-France Bureau – Intimacy and the limits of actual marriage law: Is reflexive law the solution?
Legal mechanisms regarding conjugal and intimate relationships in Western societies have undergone many transformations over the last four decades. Until recently, the traditional private law conception of spousal and filial relationships rested mainly upon marriage and a Christian vision of the family.

Actual legislation governing the family can now be seen as partly secularized. However, the withdrawal of religious authority over marriage has been accompanied by an accentuation of normative state action in the field of conjugality. If people choose to marry, they are subjected to a myriad of binding state norms. If they choose not to marry, on the other hand, or live together in a non-marital relationship, the State might ascribe to them a spousal status, whether they like it or not. If Canada, and most North American jurisdictions allot a certain amount of obligations and benefits to de facto unions, most States conceive the primary domestic status to be marriage.

Seen as the main site of relationship recognition, it is not surprising then that access to marriage has been a main target of LGBT struggle for equality over the last two decades. Despite all the critique voiced over this strategy, it remains that even when States like Canada or the U.K. have elaborated separate legal mechanisms for relationship recognition, access to marriage continues to be a central issue as the actual American situation exemplifies.

In Canada, after the legislator modified the traditional definition of marriage to include same-sex couples to marry, one might think that the issue is settled, yet it is clear that no real transformative legal change has been achieved. The triumph of the assimilationist model often described as perpetuating the patriarchal, monogamous family has left many persons in non-traditional or non-sexual relationships marginalized or ignored by law while State approach to regulate intimate relationships remains unquestioned in its aim and foundations.

This communication seeks to investigate the limits of the actual normative framework pertaining to intimate bonds between adults through a critique of recent reforms in Canadian law. Eight years after the Law Commission of Canada suggested in its infamous report that the state should go beyond conjugality when dealing with close adult relationships, this paper will explore hypothesis on the resistance to embrace this direction. We also seek to examine how a different legislative approach could better take into account the variety of ways in which intimacy is lived and might contribute to shatter gender inequities. In this sense we will explore how the State can promote relationship stability and achieve its policy goals while maintaining its democratic legitimacy in the context of our pluralistic societies.

Rosemary Auchmuty – Dissolution or disillusion? The unravelling of civil partnerships
We are now seeing the first dissolutions of civil partnerships under the Civil Partnership Act 2004.  This paper considers (1) whether the dissolving partners realised, when they formed their civil partnerships, that a dissolution would be similar to a divorce in law; (2) whether the issues, and in particular the property settlements, are in fact similar to or different from those in divorces; and (3) whether there are any obvious gender differences – and, if so, what they are.  The paper will offer some preliminary observations based on media reports and interviews with family law solicitors.  (A longer research project, with interviews of dissolving civil partners, is obviously called for.)

Do the perceived advantages of forming a civil partnership still outweigh the disadvantages?  As well as the consequences of invoking legal intervention – still novel for same-sex couples – the current economic downturn needs to be taken into account.  The paper’s rationale is not simple curiosity (though I am curious) but a conviction that the more knowledge couples have, the more informed will be their decision-making about whether to form a civil partnership or not.  

3c: Cultural politics of resistence and the colonial

Namita Chakrabarty – Beyond culture: from Beyonce’s dream, “if you thought I would wait for you, you got it wrong” (2008), to the age of Obama
Our inheritance, from the first breath, race – gender - social class, may dictate our actions and responses later in life to pivotal moments when faced with the uncanny experience of confronting barriers to the desired object. Using Derrida’s positioning of the ghost in the midst of binaries in Spectres of Marx (2006) as a theoretical starting point, this paper positions the role of the spectre within hierarchical organisations as having future agency. With reference to the radical feminist analysis of racial and gendered hierarchies in The Dialectic of Sex (Firestone 1970), the psychoanalytical cultural theories of Freud in his1930 paper Civilisation and its Discontents, and recent work on the uncanny university (Royle 2003; Chakrabarty 2007) and whiteness studies (Preston 2007), the paper seeks to give an activist reading to the use of race, gender and homoerotism, in the lyrics and video of If I were a boy (Beyoncé Knowles 2008) and associated YouTube online community comments. This American popular cultural text is used as a lens through which to view the role of struggle for equality specifically in the new American age of Obama. The paper highlights the ghosts of militarism and aggression by suggesting that the lyrics ‘if you thought I would wait for you, you got it wrong’ (Knowles 2008) are a twenty-first century continuity of the words of Malcolm X, on education, and, on activism.

Anna Feigenbaum – Women at the Wire: Protest and Fences from Greenham to Gaza

‘Specific tricks have to be invented to make them talk, that is, to offer descriptions of themselves, to produce scripts of what they are making others—humans or non-humans—do.’ (Bruno Latour)

Numerous scholars and journalists have argued that fences—both material and symbolic—often act as markers for the injustices of globalisation. While capital, development projects and private security firms now move freely between nations, people are increasingly contained within or behind fences—in detention centres and prisons, at militarized borders and in ghettoized geographical enclosures. At the same time, fences are used to protect the mobile neo-fortresses erected for G8 summits, FTAA, WTO and SPP meetings. 

In this paper I offer an introductory sketch of women’s protests at the site of ‘the fence’ from Greenham Common, to the WTO demonstrations in Cancun to Women in Black and Checkpoint Watch (Machsom Watch) groups in Gaza and the West Bank. I look at the ways in which gender is discursively constructed and performed across these struggles, as or when they take place at the site of the fence. I argue that the fence—as both technological apparatus and political symbol—is an active mediator of embodied protest and political communication, a site at which the meanings of violence, property and security are contested and re-imagined. Here I also look at how fences are gendered and racialised in mass media framings and corporate-military texts in order to ask what implications such encodings have for strategies of resistance. As fences continue to be built at increasing rates and for expanding profits, I aim to offer an analysis that brings the complex significance of the fence to the surface, as it shapes both past and future struggles for social justice. 

Toni Johnson - On silence, sexuality and subjectivity: Rethinking agency in asylum hearings
How can we construct agency through silence?  If agency is active, empowered and vocal, is silence a retreat into subjugation? Avery Gordon has written of the silences, gaps and omissions within speech. Using the idea of ‘haunting’ in order to conceptualise the way in which these omissions render themselves present, Gordon notes ‘the apparition is one form by which something lost, or barely visible, or seemingly not there to our supposedly well-trained eyes, makes itself known or apparent to us, in its own way.’  In this paper I consider a ‘barely visible’ restive silence, conceived as impatient and uneasy, dwelling just beneath the surface of the skin. Restive silence is intangible but infuses and embodies its host with an unrepentant energy barely contained. 

I consider the nature of silence in UK asylum cases involving lesbian and gay claimants, asking whether the ambiguous and textured quality of silence can be a productive site of resistance, or whether the effect of silence perpetuates the problematic conceptualisation of the refugee as a subjugated actor whose voice is muted within a hearing.   I discuss silence in light of the formal provisions of the Refugee Convention and the evidentiary necessities around proof of an objective/subjective fear of persecution.  I question the impact silence has on the rendering of testimony and whether it is detrimental to an asylum claim. The equivocal nature of silence imparts a vulnerability to its interpretation, rendering it subject to the imposition of unsolicited meaning. I suggest silence’s indeterminacy should give pause to the court to proceed in a manner that invokes caution around such inference.  Asylum Court’s must begin to recognise that spoken and written testimony is inadequate and inexact, failing to deliver the stories and experiences written on and through the body of the asylum seeker.  In trying to interpret testimony, particularly the testimony of those subject to torture, trauma and persecution, I suggest that courts must rely on more than just words and language; they must begin to hear the meanings dwelling within silence and consider testimony as a partial rendering of the refugee experience and the broader social, political and economic processes that perpetuate forced migration.

3d: Informal conversation -  Abortion rights and embodied justice: New directions in theory, policy and practice 

Facilitator: Dania Thomas

Ruth Fletcher, Rainuka Dagar, Sandra McAvoy, Eliie Lee
Abortion has long been a key site of feminist activism and gender thinking on women’s rights and body politics.  Arguments for the protection of women’s reproductive choices and bodily sovereignty have struggled against narrow constructions of choice as individual responsibility for reproduction and against broad constructions of women’s reproduction as a community issue.  This roundtable will draw on different international experiences of abortion reform (e.g. India, Ireland and the UK) in order to consider the relationship between individual rights, embodiment and equality and to reflect on current issues of political organisation and social movements

3e: Welfare reform: A roundtable discussion

Facilitator: Nicola Barker 

Joanne Conaghan, Emily Grabham, Julie McCandless, Jenny Smith 

The government’s recent welfare reform consultation exercise, ‘No One Written Off’, proposed radical reforms to the welfare system in the UK.  This roundtable is an opportunity to consider the proposed reforms (now contained in the Welfare Reform Bill 2009) in the context of the Centre’s work on governance and regulation.  In particular, the speakers will introduce key themes drawn from the Centre’s response to the consultation, including: the requirement to ‘work for benefits’ and accompanying sanctions for non-compliance; the requirement for single parents of young children (below school-age) to work or take part in training; the abolition of incapacity benefit and the assumption that ‘work is good for you’; and provisions for the compulsory rehabilitation of (certain) drug-users.  We will also consider the ways in which these reforms are connected to a broader ideology of (privatized, self-sufficient) family and parenting and a discourse of enforced ‘responsibility’ through the example of compulsory joint birth registration.
4a: Empirical Research on Work

Aysen Ustubici – Export-processing zones and gendering the resistence: “Women’s Strike” in Antalya free zone in Turkey

This research is an attempt to gain an insight into the women’s mobilisation and labour movements in Export-Processing Zones (EPZs). It addresses questions around feminisation of labour and changing forms of resistance within the global capitalism. Taking the Novamed strike, launched by 85 women workers in Antalya Free Zone in Turkey as a case study, the analysis highlights a gap in the literature of the feminisation of labour and EPZs. Along with low wages, poor health and safety regulations, the strikers in Novamed rebelled against direct interventions to their bodies; scheduling of their pregnancy periods by the employer being the most striking example of such interventions. A significant feature of the resistance was the role played by women’s and feminist groups. The paper argues that the support of feminists and women’s groups in Turkey as well as workers’ formal representative -the union, gave rise to arguably different forms of politics –i.e. body politics- from conventional class-based movements.  

The research is based on a critical reading of the literature on feminisation of labour and labour movements in EPZs in relation to the analysis of primary sources on the strike period. The empirical research is based on the critical discourse analysis of media items, official documents providing the legal frame of EPZs, declarations/correspondences during the fifteen months long strike period. Interviews conducted with people involved in the movement formed another basis for empirical analysis.

Relying on the Women and the Politics of Place framework, informed by poststructuralist conceptualisation of power, discourse and the body; the research seeks to understand opportunities and tensions arising from coalition between class-based and gender-based social movements. The analysis of multiple forms and sites of resistance during the strike aims at extending and gendering the conceptualisation of the resistance within the global capitalism. This study arguing that the resistance is shaped within existing power relations provides an empirically grounded definition for what I will call “feminisation of resistance”.   

Anupma Kaushik – From marginalisation to new opportunities: Women in district council of Auraiya in India

It is assumed that women belonging to scheduled caste (lowest among Hindu caste hierarchy and formerly known as untouchables), other backward castes (just above the scheduled castes in Hindu caste hierarchy) and Muslim communities must be in a marginalized position in a patriarchal- traditional- caste ridden and highly religious place like Auraiya in India. It is believed that such women even if elected to District Council due to reservation of seats must be puppets in the hands of their husbands and other family members due to their economic and social dependence on males. 
To find out the reality a study was conducted in June 2006 employing questionnaire, interview and observation tools in which all seven women members of District Council of Auraiya were included. Auraiya was selected because it represents the real India. The study shows that these seven women are mostly young, Hindu, literate women belonging to schedule caste, other backward caste and Muslim communities. This itself was surprising as not a single elected women was from the high caste. Equally surprising was the fact that most were literate in a country where female literacy is not very common. Expectedly most were from agriculturist families and did not have any personal income. However surprisingly all said that women should be educated; take up jobs; participate in politics especially in local self government and have equal status vis- a- vis men. They realized that as of now men are in a superior position than women. They consider their families as source of inspiration and support but rely on media for political information. All are regular voters and have listened to at least one political leader. They are aware of facts, functions and procedures in local self governing bodies. They are also aware of major problems and issues in their area and their own role in solving the problems. The hurdles that they encounter are: purdah, male domination and non cooperation from government officials and council office. They want government training about rules and plans and control over government officials. 

Thus the study shows that although a lot needs to be done towards capacity building of elected women but reservation of seats in district council has opened new opportunities for traditionally disadvantaged women in India. 

Momoko Kitada – Belonging to both camps: the management of women seafarers’ gender identities between ship and shore
This paper explores how the notions of space onboard and ashore motivate women seafarers to manage their gender identities.  Women seafarers in this research are those who work in the ship operational sections, for example, the navigation and engine departments in which are overwhelmingly male-dominated.  Due to the political and economic situations today, the shipping industry itself has become more interested in employing women as a potential source of highly qualified officers.  In total, 36 women were recruited from Portugal, Germany, Sweden, Poland, Ghana and Japan by snow-ball sampling.  34 out of 36 women participated in an in-depth face-to-face interview and the other two women took part in a telephone and email interview according to their preferences.  These women have various different cultural and economic backgrounds in a wide range of age groups and marital status, however women seafarers are likely to feel a need to minimise signs of femininity at sea.  This results in their development of gender identity management onboard the ship and women seafarers also have to adjust to the shore culture where they are expected to play a different gender role, for example, being a wife or mother, or just to be as feminine as other women ashore in some cultures.  Space seems to, therefore, play an important role for their gender identity management.  This paper concludes that the formations of women seafarers’ gender identity management are different by space and a shipboard workplace facilitates their gender identity management more frequently than a shore-side environment.
4b: The Utopian possibilities of decriminalisation

Shraddha Chigateri – The bases of the ban on cow slaughter in India

Sotirios Santatzoglou – Decriminalisation: Possibilities, pitfalls and alternatives

Dania Thomas – No one’s business: Sex-selection, privacy and profit
The nature of feminist engagements with legal reform has seen a sea change over the last couple of decades. Nowhere is this starker than in feminist debates on prostitution. However, ‘Criminalisation’ of prostitution is no longer endorsed by mainstream feminist support. Is decriminalisation an alternative social justice/feminist strategy? As a response to this question, this panel re-visits debates, policy agendas and social and political mobilisations in three areas where criminalisation as a policy objective has failed- cow slaughter in India, youth justice in the UK and sex-selective abortions in India. Criminalisation has usually been a response to demands made by sustained, political and social movements and its failure has not only fractured these movements, confused their utopian possibilities but consequently exacerbated the problem itself. It is in this context that each panellist examines whether decriminalisation is a viable and valuable political strategy to renew political and social mobilisation and to open the possibility of alternative interventions from the stranglehold of criminalisation. The panellists explore the utopian possibilities of decriminalisation as an alternative to existing frameworks/agendas demanding criminalisation. 
4c: Legal Equality and ‘other law’

Rikki Holtmaat – From equal treatment to other law
The paper takes as a point of departure the recently issued “Declaration of the Principles on Equality”.
 The aim of this Declaration is to “modernize and integrate legal standards related to the protection against discrimination and the promotion of equality”.  In that regard, the Principles contain “a free standing right to equality” and the drafters promote a substantive approach to equality. This paper critically examines this Declaration. The starting point for this analysis is the urgent need, felt after 35 years of experience with sex equality laws in Europe, to find new ways of dealing with discrimination of women. The aim of modernization is certainly shared with the drafters of the Declaration, but is a free standing right to equality the kind of modernization that we need in order to make real progress in the area of combating discrimination of women? What is the (ethical, philosophical, practical) basis of the Declaration? How is discrimination defined in it? What can we expect from this approach? 

From its very start, the second wave feminist movement had a troublesome relationship with (formal) legal equality. It is certainly not the aim of this paper to describe all of the familiar arguments pro or contra equal treatment legislation. These discussions have absorbed the attention and creative energy of feminist lawyers for all too long. Like the drafters of the Declaration, I want to make some real progress. Instead of moving on in the same direction that we have been following the past 4 decades, it is necessary to overcome the equality approach, be it formal or substantive in nature. In the paper, I want to pick up a thread that I followed some 20 years ago, but then lost while getting more and more absorbed in the equal rights discourse as such. That thread I had labeled ‘other law’.

The ‘other law’ approach takes as a starting point that law, like any other institution or structural feature of society and of the state, is gendered. This means that the central constructs and concepts of law in themselves reflect a hierarchical ordering of spheres of life, human concerns, et cetera, on the same lines as gender relations are structured and hierarchically ordered. Even the dominance of the neutral and general sex equality norm over a the feminist claims of patriarchy and sexism, illustrates this point. Instead of taking (natural or constructed) differences between men and women as a starting point and trying to overcome these differences by granting men and women equal rights and substantive equality, ‘other law’ is involved with revealing (or deconstructing) the structural and systemic nature of discrimination of women, and with reconstructing other or new legal norms that might leave more room or might give more positive credit for the ‘otherness’ of women. Other law is not so much concerned with equality but with finding effective remedies against discrimination of women, whatever form that discrimination takes. This discrimination, however, is never going to disappear when we deny the unequal power relations between men and women that are based on gender and gender stereotypes, also those hidden in law itself. 

The paper illustrates the points made against the traditional legal approach to women’s discrimination (i.e.: issuing sex equality laws) with two cases: the case of multiple discrimination of certain groups of women and the case of sexual harassment. The fact that traditional equal treatment legislation has great difficulty in dealing with multiple discrimination (or: the special vulnerability of certain groups of women) illustrates the lameness of this approach, that starts with a legal definition / qualification of a factual situation, instead of starting with a phenomenological analysis of the ‘faces of oppression’ (Iris Marion Young). Engaging into such an analysis in the case of sexual harassment leads to an altogether ‘other’ legal solution to this phenomenon than bringing this particular instance of women’s oppression under the umbrella of sex equality law (like recently has been done in the EU). 

Gemma Short – Rethinking objectivity and objectification

This paper will take the opportunity to review without prejudice the link drawn by some feminist scholars between the concepts of objectivity and objectification. Starting with a descriptive analysis of the pivotal role placed upon the concept of objectivity within legal liberalism and liberal jurisprudence, this paper will go on to consider whether the adoption of this epistemological stance necessarily negates, as a consequence of its purported causal link with female objectification,  the very concept of equality posited by liberal theorists reliant upon it. Drawing upon the work of Catherine MacKinnon as the most archetypical example of scholarship in this area, this paper will demonstrate that the link between objectivity and objectification has thus far been ill-defined and left manifestly unfounded by feminists. Concluding that, at a theoretical level, MacKinnon errs in the reasoning she put forward in support of her contention that satisfying the norm of objectivity will inexorably position a person in the social role of ‘objectifier’, this paper will then go on to consider the insurmountable difficulties for feminists ensuing from the normative lacuna evident in this aspect of MacKinnon’s work. 

Anya Lapham – As if our roots were common: A theoretical history of alliance, beyond oppositional
As a social worker from the domestic violence, immigrant and economic rights movements, a companera of international women’s movements and eco-feminism, and a pre-school teacher for children living in poverty, I am intrinsically invested in alliances. In recent years I have studied the work of Dr. Judy Grahn, legendary social feminist, gay cultural icon, and movement writer. Since the early sixties Dr. Grahn’s work has birthed and nurtured the growing movements of cultural feminism and gay rights. Now, Dr. Grahn is again a part of fomenting a new political/socio-cultural critique through her radical theory of the evolution of human consciousness, metaformic theory. Armed with a theoretical basis for alliance, political activists are engendered to move beyond oppositionality. 

At UC Berkeley tree sitters decorate the oaks with red skirts and speak about the trees’ more-than-economic value, queer theory activists use metaformic theory to legitimate and value gay culture, and women reclaim menstruation in a desperate time to re-establish our bodies as sacred. An economic theorist exposes capitalism’s full moon/abundance-only imbalance, girls’ empowerment educators establish rites of passage curriculum, an indigenous group utilizes metaformic theory to undergird value to traditional rituals and belief systems, and feminists challenge religious laws governing women’s equal participation as well as form their own congregations. These are all examples of political allies which use metaformic theory to move across boundaries of gender, race, class, speciesism, sexual orientation and religion.

Fundamental to metaformic theory is reclamation of origin stories and women as culture agents. Dr. Grahn’s work situates itself upon an understanding of men and women’s cultural roles of interweaving blood rites and gay people’s historical role as translators between these two groups of dialectical tension. Through this repositioning of ‘other’ to the center, a dualistic martyrdom of oppositional politics and ‘being acted upon’ transforms into a shared history of allied agents of change. Political formations are enabled to ‘re-center’[1] themselves, not merely inclusive of indigenous knowledge, but directed from within it. 

[1] I use the term ‘re-center’ here as it has been written about by Andrea Smith to describe an alternative to multiculturalism or inclusion politics which adds in the concerns of ‘other’ but does not accomplish genuinely orienting our social justice struggles from the center of the concerns of ‘others.’  Andrea Smith, “Re-Centering Feminism,” Left Turn, no. 20 (May/June 2006).

4d: Postcolonialism, race /sexual violence

Aeyel Gross – “Does each person have a sexual orientation”? ‘Migrants against gays?’ Sexual knowledges of Islam and the ‘War on Terror’

"Each person's self-defined sexual orientation and gender identity is integral to their personality and is one of the most basic aspects of self-determination, dignity and freedom" – thus the Yogyakarta Principles on the Application of International Human Rights Law in Relation to Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (2007). The Yogyakarta Principles are a major milestone in the attempt to address questions of gender identity and sexual orientation from a human rights perspective. The Principles are centered on the concept of sexual orientation as based on the question of the similarity or difference in gender between oneself and one's object of desire and around sexuality and gender as features of the self, which are distinct from each other. Thus, the determination cited above  warrants contemplation as to whether we can think of a person without any specific sexual orientation and/or gender identity either because she or he lives in a society that lacks any notion of sexual orientation/gender identity in the Western sense or because she or he seeks to be free of the ideas of sexual orientation and gender identity, or because for that person the categories of "sexual orientation" and "gender identity" exist as intertwined, rather than separate categories.

My paper thus addresses the tension between the universalizing project of Yogyakarta and diverse formations of sexual orientation and gender identity in the global context. I look at the work of human rights groups who try to struggle with this dilemma and at the criticism of writers who blame such groups for imposing the Western model of (homo)sexuality on non-western societies, pointing to the importance of critical thinking on the role of human rights discourse in this context, but also to the limits of criticism that ignores the complexities of globalization. Specifically Human Rights Watch's report on the persecution and prosecution of men who engaged in sexual activities with other men in Egypt will be read closely. I will consider how the complex realities of "glocal" sexual identities may encourage us to think queerly of the role international law plays in this sphere, and to better understand what transforming international law requires. 

Swati Birla – The conundrum of sexualities: some thoughts on retaining grand narratives
The clash between the queer, the prostitute and the police (i.e. state) is an important site at

which the sexual subject is definitionally produced. The dynamics of these encounters also give rise to knowledges and oppositional practices that shape the understanding individuals have of themselves, as they negotiate the society in which they live. With the rise of the American gay marriage movements, sexuality is being articulated through a language of life-long love and commitment (affect). A conundrum for the movements representing non-normative sexualities is over the narratives they choose to privilege. In this paper, I want to present the debate within and among the movements in India on the identity of the sexual subject and strategies of engagement with radical politics of sexuality. Sexuality has been framed within a politics of oppression and/or a politics of pleasure. Postcolonial feminist critiques1 have illustrated the ways in which constructions of sexuality are imbricated in questions of legitimacy, which in India were further mobilized to define expressions of national identity. Indian queer movements2 have taken the critique of essentialist

notions of subjectivity and identity formation as a point of departure, calling for more democratic explorations of sexuality. Their critique has hinged on the following question: do identities forged through oppositional sexualities help us redefine the relationship between the self and the state. The dialectics of visibility and invisibility, resistance and opposition, hidden and public pleasures do not fully encapsulate the reality of everyday experiences. As a product of multiple discourses and power relationships these experiences have multiple meanings for the sexual subjects. These critiques have the potential to radicalize the ways in which we produce the resisting subject and the object of knowledge production. What does it mean when such critiques of sexual subjects emerge from movements where these existential identities are most at stake? The paper attempts to raise the following questions: if the certitude of identities involved – epistemological, subjective or collective – is no longer available to us what are the implications of a political project that invokes “resistance”, “multiplicity”, “ambivalence” and “disruptiveness” for the differential of inequality, power and representation? A politics of constant displacement of subject/object runs the danger of amnesia of radical politics. I argue that we hold on to certain rigorous metanarratives in order to counter that possibility.  
1 Tanika Sarkar, 2001; Nivedita Menon, 2004, 2005; Ratna Kapur, 2005

2 Akshay Khanna (2007), Lawrence Cohen (20005), Ashley Tellis (2003) and Gayatri Reddy (2003, 2005)
Oliver Phillips - Blackmail's eclipse of innocence: How sexual agency frightens human rights
The victims of blackmail tend to be active sexual agents operating outside the respectable confines of marriage, and in the particular case that is examined here, outside both law and convention. In post-colonial Zimbabwe, their respective racial and sexual identities combine with their active sexual agency to pre-empt the representation of the victims as ‘innocent’, and to restrict their access to law or discursive representation. Furthermore, the ascendant narratives that emerge from the blackmail scenario obscure the victim’s ‘truth’, render them perpetually ‘guilty’, and reinscribe conventional sexual hierarchies. The complex dynamics of narrative and representation that surround blackmail serve to highlight key tensions between our idealisation of innocence and our aspiration to agency in developing concepts of sexuality and rights.

4e: Violence, legal regulation and Intimate Relations

Tsachi Keren-Paz - Poetic Justice: Why sex-slaves should be allowed to sue ignorant clients in conversion 

In this paper I argue that clients who purchase commercial sex from forced prostitutes should be strictly liable in torts towards the victims. Such an approach is both normatively defensible and doctrinally feasible. Fairness and equality demand that clients would compensate victims even if one refuses to acknowledge that purchasing sex from a prostitute who might be a victim is a faulty behaviour. Such strict liability could be grounded in the tort of conversion. Since the quintessential experience of sex-slaves is that of being treated as property, the appropriate legal response is to allow them to benefit from the strict liability imposed on those interfering with owners’ dominion over their property. Accordingly, victims should be viewed as both subjects and objects. As subjects they can sue clients for the violation of their sexual autonomy manifested by the fact that they were treated as objects. Such an approach is both beneficial to victims, in the sense it affords them protection that might not otherwise exist, and fair, since the ultimate response to the objectification of victims by clients should be to afford the former a proprietary-based claim against the latter.  I further explain why such an approach is not problematic on conceptual grounds, anti-commodification sentiments or feminist concerns with the symbolic message of such solution: that the law treats women as property.

Andrew Sharpe – Sharing bodies: The problem of conjoined twins

This paper will consider the significance Foucault’s conceptual framework for understanding monsters has for making sense of the legal regulation of conjoined twins in the present. First, it will think through and unpack Foucault’s idea of the monster, and his sufficient and necessary conditions of monster production. It will then consider the value of the monster template to an understanding of the legal regulation of conjoined twins in the present. In the process, and in order to tease out Foucault’s framework more fully, conjoined twins will be contrasted with another, more common, example of concorporation, namely, the pregnant female body. Finally, the paper will highlight the element of culpability, a non-essential element with Foucault’s framework. In the context of conjoined twins, the idea of blame can no longer be attached to their birth. It is perhaps this fact that provokes judicial sympathy. In this regard, while monster status may not depend on the element of culpability, its presence may prove significant and point to a monster hierarchy. 

Plenary III: Law, Time, Justice

Nivedita Menon: Justice Contra Law? Feminism and Law in the 21st Century

Since at least the late twentieth century, Law no longer bears the simple banner of emancipation. Postcolonial critiques of Law as the vehicle of imperialist transformations of non-Western societies and the Foucauldian understanding of Law as the mechanism of governmentality, along with older critiques of the exclusivity of legal categories, have resulted in several kinds of re-engagement with the potential and limits of the Law. I would explore some of these re-engagements in my presentation.

Lisa Adkins: Feminism, Time and the Future of Gender

In recent feminist theory there is an increasing recognition that the relations of temporality that it assumes are profoundly connected with its political efficacy. This is so not least because with its paradigmatic concerns with change and the creation of the new feminist theory is necessarily and intimately tied to questions of the future (Grosz, 2000; Coleman, 2008). In this context, there are a variety of calls for feminist theory to make its relations of temporality explicit, a task which is necessary if feminist theory is to secure its claim that it offers alternative futures. Feminist theory is however not alone in its commitment to the future. Since its very inception the Sociological enterprise had a concern with the creation of the new. While from a feminist point of view the futures imagined by classical social theorists may be far from desirable, nonetheless as Adam (2004) has crucially noted the concern for the future found at the very beginning of the Sociological enterprise was intimately linked to industrialisation, not least to the rise of regimes of knowledge (including socio-scientific knowledge) which located time and the future as a subject (and object) of social action. For the sociological enterprise therefore questions of the future (including the question of which futures are possible) are always tied to the issue of social action. Thus for Bourdieu (2000) (human) practice does not take place in time but makes time. Feminist theory moreover shares much in common with this sociological orientation to time since its futures are also made possible via a hinging of time to action. Yet while this is so, in its recent calls towards the making of its relations of temporality explicit, feminist theory has tended to bracket the possibility of shifts in the very the co-ordinates of action. In this talk I will argue for a confrontation with these shifting co-ordinates, a confrontation which necessitates that feminist theorists not simply temporalize theory to engage a future but confront a restructuring of time itself. 
� Equality Trust, LONDON Nov 2008; see �HYPERLINK "http://www.equalrightstrust.org/ertdocumentbank/Pages%20from%20Declaration%20perfect%20principle.pdf"�http://www.equalrightstrust.org/ertdocumentbank/Pages%20from%20Declaration%20perfect%20principle.pdf�
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