Keele International Law and Feminism group

welcome you to a workshop on
The Authentic Academic? Reflections on Methodologies: Interrogating the Local/Global Connection

4-6pm, Sunday July 8th 2007

School of Law, Keele University

CBC1.030
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Feminist theorists have pioneered challenges and created alternative methods of empirical research; their critical themes of standpoint, authenticity, experience, indigenity and the appropriation of the ‘other’ create specific challenges in ‘international’ research.  The aim of this workshop is to provide a space to consider how to draw on/create alternative methods as we negotiate our ways of working through scales of distance between the researcher and the researched, through interrogating ‘local’ and ‘global’ sites of research.

We look forward to questioning the use of ‘North’ and ‘South’ methodologies and processes of knowledge creation, drawing upon interdisciplinary discourses and practices. We hope that this workshop will provide a useful basis for ongoing conversations, connections and collaborations around these themes.

Questions that we would like participants to reflect on prior to the workshop are:

· How do you invoke concepts of ‘local’ and ‘global’ in your research?

· What methods do you use in order to make connections between the local and the global?

· How do our understandings of the local and the global inform the relationships between theory & practice? Academic & activist?

For further details and the register, please contact: Dr Dania Thomas, School of Law, Keele University d.thomas@law.keele.ac.uk by Thursday July 5th 2007.

The Keele Feminism and International Law Research Group is an interdisciplinary group, made up of scholars from law, politics, philosophy, geography, sociology and health disciplines, all of whom have a research interest in feminist critiques of international law, governance and human rights. 

