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Gender, Sexuality and Law

Theory and Practice

SEX IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

A joint venture of:
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Friday and Saturday 18-19 March 2005

University of Westminster
Sex in Criminal Justice

The recent reform of sexual offences legislation engaged the Home Office in a broad process of consultation with criminal justice professionals, advocacy groups and academics, the extent of which was reflected in the publications “Setting the Boundaries” and “Protecting the Public”. The various Acts that arose out of this, culminating in the Sexual Offences Act 2003, were explicit attempts to balance the delivery of greater autonomy and equality in consensual sexual relations, with a simultaneous increase in the law’s ability to protect people’s physical integrity and diminish their vulnerability to exploitation or abuse.  

This workshop aims to bring together a similar (if smaller) constituency of academics, activists, and professionals to examine some of these new provisions as well as other relevant legal developments, and to consider this balancing of autonomy and protection in more critical detail. Questions around consent constantly reappear throughout a number of the presentations, though each different inflection produces a different response. 

The workshop aims to develop the intersectionality of the issues through the broad and active engagement of a variety of participants with papers that are not solely focused on legalistic issues of a doctrinal nature.

Panel topics 

Protecting Children from Sexual Abuse and Exploitation on the Internet

Regulating the Sexual Lives of Young People

Rape and the Sexual Offences Act 2003

Consent and Drug-assisted Rape

Criminal Responsibility, Sexual Agency and Engaged Activism

Sex, Race and Capital Punishment

Confirmed Speakers 

Nicola Browne (Centre for Capital Punishment Studies, Westminster)

John Carr (NCH Children and Technology Unit)

Sharon Cowan (Edinburgh)

Julia Davidson (Westminster)

Roger Giner-Sorolla (Surrey)

Miranda Horvath (Surrey)

Seema Kandelia (Centre for Capital Punishment Studies, Westminster)

Liz Kelly (London Metropolitan)

Elena Martellozzo (Westminster)

Daniel Monk (Birkbeck)

Vanessa Munro (Kings)

Rupa Reddy (Centre for Capital Punishment Studies, Westminster)

DCI Matthew Sarti (Metropolitan Police)

Nadine Sime (Rights of Women)

Matthew Waites (Sheffield Hallam)

Matthew Weait (Keele)

The workshop will take place at the Law School, University of Westminster, 4 Little Titchfield Street, London W1W 7UW, from 1.30 for a 2 pm start on the Friday and all day Saturday.  There will be six panels (no parallel sessions) and all sessions will include time for discussion and audience participation.

On Friday evening, all participants are invited to attend the first Annual Lecture of the AHRB Centre for Law, Gender and Sexuality which will be delivered by Kendall Thomas (Columbia University, New York) speaking on  “If There Is Such a Thing: Race, Sex, and the Politics of Enjoyment in the Killing State”.  There will be a reception preceding the lecture on Friday evening.

A full programme will be posted on the Westminster Law School website nearer the day: http://www.wmin.ac.uk/law/conference/conference.htm

For details of accommodation in central London, please visit http://www.wmin.ac.uk/law/conference/hotel.htm

This will be the fourth of a series of ESRC funded seminars on Gender, Sexuality and Law to be held at Keele, Kent and Westminster Universities.  All seminars will seek to explore the relevance of scholarship in the area of gender, sexuality and law (GSL) outside the academy.  In order to achieve this, each workshop will aim to bring together academics, practitioners and activists to discuss to what extend GSL theory and methodologies can speak to those working with, through and against law, outside of the academy.

The kinds of issues which we will seek to address include:

· In what ways and to what extent is a theory/practice divide a problem, or an asset, for GSL scholarship and strategy?

· In what ways do activists and scholars bridge the theory/practice divide and how could we do this more effectively?

· How have state and right wing adaptations of feminist and gay rhetoric and demands impacted on activism and analysis?

· How have changes in governance (eg the increased role of quangos) affected the possibilities for strategic intervention?

Speakers and staff and postgraduate students of Keele, Kent and Westminster Universities may attend the workshop without payment, and their expenses will be covered.  For others who wish to attend, the conference fee of £40 (full) and £20 (student and unwaged) includes tea/coffee on both days, lunch on Saturday, and the drinks reception on Friday evening.

Registration Form

I would like to register for the workshop, Sex in Criminal Justice, to be held at School of Law, University of Westminster on Friday and Saturday 18-19 March 2005.  

Please delete whichever does not apply:

I am member of staff or postgraduate student of Keele, Kent or Westminster universities.

I enclose a cheque for the sum of £40/£20* made payable to the University of Westminster.  Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis.  Please note booking will not be accepted unless accompanied by full payment of the fee.
Name:

Institution/Affiliation:

Address:



Tel:

Email:

Special Dietary Requirements: 

*Discounted rate applied to students and other unwaged participants.  We regret that refunds cannot be given in the event of cancellation, though we are happy to allow a different delegate to attend in your place.  There may be some subsidised places available for unwaged participants.  Please contact the conference organisers for some details.  Cheques made payable to University of Westminster should be sent to Marie-Odile Landerneau, School of Law, University of Westminster, London W1W 7UW, email landerm@wmin.ac.uk, tel 0207 911 5000 x2595.  We regret that we are unable to accept payment by credit card.  If you are disabled or have any special needs, please contact the conference organisers prior to booking so that we can discuss how best to accommodate them.
