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Elisabetta Bertolino, Doctoral candidate, Birkbeck School of Law

Title: Mind/body dualism, linguistic identities, exposure and vulnerability

Abstract: In the mainstream philosophical discourse the body has been relegated to a subordinate or secondary position, while the mind has provided the condition for subjectivity.  Subjectivity is thus based on the exclusion of the corporeal existence which is separated from the proper self.  

This dichotomy has affected not only the philosophical thinking but also the way discourses in all fields are approached.  For instance, the subjectivity behind law and rights is constructed with a subject that reflects this mind/body division, thus producing a legal discourse unsuitable to deal with bodily issues and differences.

The paper attempts to investigate some contemporary critical feminist perspectives in relation to the philosophical problem of the mind/body dualism through conceptual but also “bodily” reflections.  That is, the paper reflects on the issue of the division between mind and body through categories such as linguistic identity, bodily exposure and vulnerability.

****************

Emily Grabham, Research Fellow, CentreLGS, University of Kent

Title: Feminists Theorise the Intersexed
Abstract: The aim of this paper is to explore the impact that feminist theory has had on the way we perceive, and theorise, intersexuality. Recent developments in the literature on intersexuality, primarily from feminist-informed perspectives, have expanded and deepened our understanding of intersex issues through the intertwining concerns of activism and theory. Nevertheless, feminist theory has some limitations in this area. In this paper, I will focus on three particular problems: (1) the tendency for intersexuality to be theorised in relation to the sex binary; (2) the inadequacy of a model of proliferating sexes for thinking about intersexuality; and (3) the shortfalls of an approach to intersexuality based on its perceived ‘unintelligibility’. My overarching aim is to bring new metaphors to bear on how intersexuality is theorised. In particular, the metaphor ‘intersexuality as chorus’ will, I hope, provide a way of reframing the intersexual subject in a way that traverses the apparent boundary of exteriority/interiority, and which complicates and deepens our understanding of how intersex bodies exist in time.

****************

Suhraiya Jivraj, Honorary Research Fellow, CentreLGS, University of Kent 

Title: Intersectionality of race/ethnicity and sexual orientation in queer anti-discrimination activism. 


Abstract: This paper will examine representations and speech acts in queer anti-discrimination activism. The aim is to explore the ways in which race/ethnicity and sexual orientation intersect (or not) and discuss the implications of the presence and absence of 'race' in queer activism. 

****************
Ruth Quiney, PhD Candidate, Birkbeck College

Title: Autogenesis and the Absent Mother: Cultural and Legal Fantasies of Maternal Space and Rational Reproduction
Abstract: This paper explores developments in contemporary reproductive mythology and their codification into laws governing bioengineering and the new reproductive technologies, arguing that ambivalent fantasies of biotechnological mastery over the substance of Life are reflected in new psychoanalytic and cultural mythologies which have informed legislative decision-making. Despite the achievements of feminism, the Western pregnant and maternal body is primarily constructed as backdrop, subordinate territory, and gap in meaning. Maternal subjects struggle to signify in law and culture unless to demonstrate the primacy of the child/fetus. Although the new reproductive technologies have been theorised as liberatory for women, legal and popular narratives around them relocate the female body as irrational and lacking subjective agency, and create anxiety about the ‘unnatural’ implications and dangers of new techniques. The abjection of the maternal container/space remains central to such fantasies about the control of nature and life.  A concept of maternal embodiment as monstrous engenders a ‘gothic’ biotechnological imaginary, in which the scientist is necromancer, tinkering with unstable reproductive forces; this hubristic patriarch embodies cultural misgivings about the fantasy of autogenesis, a parthenogenetic or disembodied reproduction.  I suggest Margaret Atwood’s recent novel Oryx and Crake as a useful text from which to explore cultural ambivalence about the biogenetic manipulation of reproduction, and  relate her dystopian tale of bioengineered autogenesis, the forcible reformation of a world perceived as lost or tainted, to assumptions inherent in current law. 
****************

Rina Ramdev, Sri Venkateswara College,  Delhi University
Title: The Algebra of Infinite Power and Resistance in the Writings of Arundhati Roy
Abstract: Arundhati Roy as writer and political activist positions her work between discourses of power and resistance. Points of contact in her local-global oppositional stance critique among other issues, sacred cows in India such as dams and nuclear bombs along with attacks on America’s invasion of Iraq, Afghanistan and also the first world’s exploitative politics - the big narratives that replace human freedom and disenfranchise people. 

How does her writing impact upon these through its oppositional stance? Does her political/polemical prose create empowered spaces for individual and collective identification by promoting everyday acts of resistance? These questions about Roy’s writing as crucially interventionist and confrontational are also important in seeing the literary text as an activist tool that incites resistance, social awareness and change.

Further it would be interesting to see if there are ideological links that can be established between the Indian women’s movement and her activism. Does her rethinking of the political and socio-cultural spaces connect with challenges that women can use as strategies in their own struggle?  Roy’s visibility and vocal commitment to causes has created for the media a new political icon, the construction of which is often through a deliberate gendered representation within both the Indian and western media. This is often used to undermine her credibility and commitment and in discrediting her work as an activist. My paper would look at the politics at work behind these questions while reading a correlation between them as a means of enabling Roy’s works to be fore grounded within a larger coalition of theory and praxis.

****************

Farhat Taj, Gender Studies Center, University of Oslo

Title: Gender, Law and Political Islam in Norway
Abstract: This project explores the plurality of law in Norway: how Muslim immigrants in Norway follow Islamic law or traditional law of their country of origin in matters of marriage, divorce,   inheritance of property etc. Through specific case studies the research project will investigate spheres of plurality of laws (official Norwegian law, official Pakistani law, the Islamic law, unofficial cultural law) among the Pakistani-immigrant community in Norway through the community’s contacts in both Norway and Pakistan.

The project will also investigate the gender norms communicated in written Urdu literature in an Oslo based mosque, Idara Minhajul Quran, IMQ, which is associated with a religious political party in Pakistan. The projects will analyze how the gender norm, communicated by IMQ, are practised/ interpreted by the members of IMQ. The project will find out whether or not the gender norms practised/interpreted by the members of IMQ are influenced by the liberal gender norms of Norway. The project will focus on gender norms about women’s participation in labour market, husband-wife relation, hijab and Islamic law related to family issues and inheritance of property.

PAGE  
3

