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Scheme Name
Duration of Grant Value Notes Timetable

ESRC Future Research 

Leaders
Up to 3 Years £312k at 100% FEC

The Future Research Leaders scheme 

(within 4 years of PhD) aims to 

support outstanding early career 

researchers to carry out excellent 

research and to develop all aspects of 

their research and knowledge 

exchange skills.

Annual, September/October

Leverhulme Early 

Career Fellowship
3 years

50% of salary, max 23k pa, 

plus up to £6k per year 

research expenses

Aim to provide career development 

opportunities for those who are at a 

relatively early stage of their 

academic careers (within 5 years of 

PhD) but with a proven record of 

research. It is anticipated that a 

Fellowship will lead to a more 

permanent academic position.

Annual, March

BA Post Doc Fellowship 3 years 3 years salary

For outstanding early career 

researchers (within 3 years of PhD) to 

strengthen their experience of 

research and teaching in a university 

environment which will develop their 

curriculum vitae and improve their 

prospects of obtaining permanent 

lecturing posts by the end of the 

Fellowship.

Annual, October

BA Skills Acquisiton 

Awards
up to 1 year <£10,000

To support career development of 

early career scholars (within 10 years 

of the award of the doctorate) who 

are in established academic posts. 

These awards aim to develop and 

enhance their quantitative skills by 

providing an award to enable early 

career researchers to spend some 

time with a mentor at a specialist 

centre in the field.

Annual, October

Wellcome Research 

Fellowship in Society 

and Ethics

3 years <£250,000

This scheme is for individuals not yet 

in established academic posts, who 

wish to undertake a period of 

postdoctoral research. Research 

Fellowships may provide 

postdoctoral researchers with 

support to enable them to obtain 

research training, either in a new 

discipline or in a new aspect of their 

own field.

Research training provision can 

include participation in taught 

courses, and periods spent in other 

research groups gaining practical, 

technical or other skills for 

introduction to the sponsor's or 

individual's own group.

June and December

Funding Opportunities

Early Career Schemes

http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/funding-opportunities/15938/future-research-leaders.aspx
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/funding-opportunities/15938/future-research-leaders.aspx
http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/ECF/ECF.cfm
http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/ECF/ECF.cfm
http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/pdfells.cfm
http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/skills_acquisition.cfm
http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/skills_acquisition.cfm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Society-and-ethics/funding-schemes/Research-fellowships/index.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Society-and-ethics/funding-schemes/Research-fellowships/index.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Society-and-ethics/funding-schemes/Research-fellowships/index.htm


ERC Starting Grant 5 years €1.5M

 Applicants for the ERC Starting 

Grants must be within 2-7 years of 

their PhD and have already shown 

the potential for research 

independence. For example, it is 

expected that applicants will have 

produced independently at least one 

important publication without the 

participation of their PhD supervisor. 

Applicants should also be able to 

demonstrate a promising track-

record of early achievements 

appropriate to their research field 

and career stage, including significant 

publications (as main author) in 

major international peer-reviewed 

multidisciplinary scientific journals, or 

in the leading international peer-

reviewed journals of their respective 

field.

25th March 2014, 3rd February 

2015

ESRC Research Grant Up to 5 Years £200k - £2M

Flexible – Individuals, teams, 

including international and non-

university collaborators

Open

Leverhulme Project 

Grant
Up to 5 years > £500k

The aim of these awards is to provide 

financial support for innovative and 

original research projects of high 

quality and potential. The grants 

provide support for the salaries of 

research staff engaged on the 

project, plus associated costs directly 

related to the research proposed.  

Two stage application process.

Open for outline proposals

Wellcome Investigator 

Awards
Up to 5 years

Generous – £100-200k per 

year

Research that explores the social and 

ethical aspects of health and 

biomedical science

March and September

Nuffield Foundation 

Grants 
Up to 4 years £10k-£250k

The Nuffield Foundation’s 

fundamental aim is to improve social 

well-being through education, 

research and innovation.They place 

particular emphasis on funding work 

that combines rigorous research or 

reflection on topics that have 

fundamental implications for policy 

or practice. Their Open Door scheme 

is for  projects that improve social 

well-being and meet the Trustees 

wider interests, including poverty and 

disadvantage; financial circumstances 

of older people; and evidence for 

policy.

March, July and November

ERC Consolidator and 

Advanced Grants
5 years €2M- €2.5M

Applicants for the ERC Consolidator 

Grants must be within 7-12 years of 

their PhD, Advanced more than 12 

years.

May 2014 for Con., Oct 2014 for 

Adv.

Responsive Mode Grants

http://erc.europa.eu/starting-grants
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/funding-opportunities/3717/research-grants.aspx
http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/RPG/RPG.cfm
http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/RPG/RPG.cfm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Society-and-ethics/funding-schemes/Investigator-awards/index.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Society-and-ethics/funding-schemes/Investigator-awards/index.htm
http://erc.europa.eu/funding-schemes
http://erc.europa.eu/funding-schemes


Leverhulme Research 

Fellowships
3-24 months Up to £45K

For experienced researchers who 

have been prevented by routine 

duties from completing research

Annual, November

Leverhulme Major 

Research Fellowships
2-3 years

Teaching replacement 

costs plus £5k expenses

For experienced researchers who 

have been prevented by routine 

duties from completing research

Annual May 2014

British Academy Mid-

Career Fellowship
6-12 months Up to £160K (fec)

For a major research project, plus 

public engagement and 

dissemination

Annual September

British Academy Senior 

Research Fellowship
Up to 12 months

Teaching replacement 

costs only

For mid-career researchers to 

complete a major piece of research 

that will enhance their future 

prospects. Only 7 awarded per year.

Annual, November

Leverhulme 

International Academic 

Fellowships

3-12 months Up to £30K

For established researchers to spend 

a period of time in overseas research 

centres, to develop new knowledge, 

skills and ideas.

Annual, November

ESRC Professorial 

Fellowships
Up to 3 years

Salary costs for 60% of 

time (fec)

For senior researchers with an 

excellent track record.

Every other year, next October 

2014

Marie Skłodowska-

Curie Individual 

Fellowships

12-24 months
Generous fixed rate 

allowances

To undertake research at an 

institution in another country
Annual September

ESRC Seminar Series 2-3 years Up to £30K

The Research Seminars Competition 

aims to create networks and bring 

people together from a range of 

disciplines, countries and career 

stages to  explore a themed subject 

area. At least 3 seminars per year.

Annual, January

Leverhulme 

International Networks
Up to 3 years Up to £125k

For a UK based PI to collaborate with 

2-7 new international partners on a 

project

Open for Outline proposals

BA International 

Partnership and 

Mobility

1 year and 3 year £10k per year

For a UK based PI and at least one Co-

I from Africa, S Asia, SE Asia, 

Caribbean, Latin America, Middle 

East to develop new research.

Annual, February

RS/BA Newton 

International 

Fellowship

2 years @£66k

For non-UK based or citizens, early 

career researchers to carry out 

research at the University 

Annual, March

Leverhulme Visiting 

Professorships
3-12 months Professorial Level

To enable distinguished academics 

based overseas to spend time at 

Kent, primarily in order to enhance 

the skills of academic staff or the 

student body.

Annual, May

Marie Skłodowska-

Curie Individual 

Fellowships

12-24 months
Generous fixed rate 

allowances

To enable overseas researchers to 

work on a project at Kent.
Annual September

Fellowships

Networking and Seminars

To bring Researchers to the UK

http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/RF/RF.cfm
http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/RF/RF.cfm
http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/MRF/MRF.cfm
http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/MRF/MRF.cfm
http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/midcareer.cfm
http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/midcareer.cfm
http://www.britac.ac.uk/readfell.cfm
http://www.britac.ac.uk/readfell.cfm
http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/IAF/IAF.cfm
http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/IAF/IAF.cfm
http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/IAF/IAF.cfm
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/funding-opportunities/3675/ESRC_professorial_fellowships.aspx
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/funding-opportunities/3675/ESRC_professorial_fellowships.aspx
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/marie-sk%C5%82odowska-curie-actions
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/marie-sk%C5%82odowska-curie-actions
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/marie-sk%C5%82odowska-curie-actions
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/funding-opportunities/3677/research-seminars.aspx
http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/IN/IN.cfm
http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/IN/IN.cfm
http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/intl/International_Partnership_and_Mobility.cfm
http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/intl/International_Partnership_and_Mobility.cfm
http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/intl/International_Partnership_and_Mobility.cfm
http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/intl/newton_international_fellowships.cfm
http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/intl/newton_international_fellowships.cfm
http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/intl/newton_international_fellowships.cfm
http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/VP/VP.cfm
http://leverhulme.ac.uk/funding/VP/VP.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/marie-sk%C5%82odowska-curie-actions
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/marie-sk%C5%82odowska-curie-actions
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/marie-sk%C5%82odowska-curie-actions


BA Small Research 

Grants
Up to 24 months £500 - £10k

Funds are available to facilitate initial 

project planning and development; to 

support the direct costs of research; 

and to enable the advancement of 

research through workshops or 

conferences, or visits by or to partner 

scholars.

Every April and October

Wellcome Trust Small 

Grants
Flexible Up to £5,000

Supporting research that explores the 

social and ethical aspects of health 

and biomedical science

Open for Outline proposals

Social Sciences Faculty 

Fund
Normally up to 12 months Up to £5,000

Internal seedcorn funding for pilot 

research leading to larger funding 

applications, 

conferences/workshops to help 

develop networks, or to undertake 

research that will lead to high 

quality journal publications.

29th Nov, 28th March, 13th June

ESRC Centres and Large 

Grants
Up to 5 years £2M - £10M

The aim of this competition is for 

experienced researchers requiring 

longer term or extended support for 

research groups, inter-institutional 

research networks, project-linked 

research programmes, medium-to-

large surveys, other infrastructure or 

methodological developments, or 

any related larger scale projects

Annual, May

Small grants 

Large Grants

http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/srg.cfm
http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/srg.cfm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Society-and-ethics/funding-schemes/Small-grants/index.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Society-and-ethics/funding-schemes/Small-grants/index.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/socsci/documents/researchfunding/index.html
http://www.kent.ac.uk/socsci/documents/researchfunding/index.html
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/funding-opportunities/3672/centres-and-large-grants.aspx
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/funding-opportunities/3672/centres-and-large-grants.aspx

