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ave you ever thought that it might be helpful to record parts of your 
lectures/workshops or seminars, which are particularly challenging for your 
students? Or, even better, that it would be good to show students a way to solve a 
problem in a 1-to-1 situation, but actually not being present? It probably sounds 

rather complicated, and many people are put off the idea, because they think they don’t 
have the technology or time .There is quite a bit of software out there that allows you to 
do exactly what you want to do – pre-record sessions very easily without much fuss. I am 
sure the students will appreciate this support. 
 
 

LectureScribe 
LectureScribe is a fantastic piece of software, written by Brian C. Dean, an assistant 

professor of computer science at Clemson University. You can download it directly from 

http://www.cs.clemson.edu/~bcdean/lscribe/. This programme is described as ‘easily 

producing animated "whiteboard lectures" from a tablet PC or electronic whiteboard’. I use it 

with a simple graphical input tablet, attached to a laptop and a Logitech desktop microphone.  

Alternatively, I use it with a small tablet netbook (Fizzbook Zoostrom 

(http://www.thefizzbook.co.uk/) and a Motorola Bluetooth headset. 
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The software itself is very easy to use and there is quite a good animated tutorial (using 
LectureScribe) available at http://www.cs.clemson.edu/~bcdean/lscribe/ls_tutorial.swf . 
 
What can you do with it? LectureScribe is ideal for make handwritten notes and, at the 
same time, giving spoken explanations. It is similar to sitting down with a student and 
explaining a topic with pen and paper.  
 

 
 
 
The interface is very simple – it has a record button (1), a stop button (2) and a replay 
button (3). You can add as many ‘boards’ as you like (clicking on ‘Board’ in the status bar) 
and you can easily put up writing with an ‘immediate’ effect, i.e. your handwritten notes 
appear immediately. For this, you just write on the board without recording and start 
recording afterwards. 
You can pause the recording at any point (to gather your thoughts) and continue at will.  
Changing the colour of the pen is also very simple – just click on the coloured triangles (4). 
 
The biggest advantage of LectureScribe is the way it saves the documents as swf files 
(Shockwave format). Every newish web browser comes with a Shockwave plug-in 
preinstalled, so there is no need to download software to view these files. They simply 
open in the web browser. Another big advantage of swf files over other file formats are 
their very small file sizes.  
 
Should the file not directly open in a web browser, the file can be downloaded onto the 
hard drive. 
Right-click on the file – this will open a pop-up menu. 
 
Click on ‘Open with’ and chose your web browser (here Firefox). Any newish browser 
should support flash files (swf). 
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The most difficult part in using LectureScribe is the proper setup of the microphone. I 
found that the internal microphone of my laptop computer simply wasn’t good enough – 
there was too much background noise and interference and the recording was not loud 
enough. I therefore bought a Logitech desktop microphone and set it up. To do this in 
Windows XP, go to Start  Control Panel  Sounds and Audio Devices. 
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In the tabs, go to ‘Audio’ and make sure that the microphone is set as the sound recording 
default device. 
 

 
 
The most important step (I found) is then to go to the next tab (‘Voice’) and click on ‘Test 
hardware’. 
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The ‘Sound hardware test wizard’ window will open. 
 

 
 
Click ‘Next’ and let the wizard detect your hardware. You then will be presented with a 
‘microphone test’ window. 
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Just say a few words and make sure that there is some activity in the ‘recording area’. 
Click ‘Next’ and it will open the ‘playback’ window. Again, speak a few words and make 
sure that the playback is adjusted properly.  
 

 
 
Finally, click ‘Next’ and ‘Finish’.  
 
Your microphone should be set up alright. To check whether it works, open LectureScribe, 
click on the red ‘recording button’ (or press the ‘R’ key on the keyboard) and say a few 
words. Stop the recording by clicking on the blue square (or press the ‘S’ key on the 
keyboard) and re-play your recording by clicking on the blue triangle (or pressing the ‘P’ 
key on the keyboard). I found the keyboard shortcuts, explained in the animated tutorial 
at http://www.cs.clemson.edu/~bcdean/lscribe/ls_tutorial.swf very useful. It is 
definitely worth remembering some of the shortcuts – it saves you from concentrating on 
mouse movements.  
 
Do not try to record a full lecture – short and focused recordings of specific topics seem to 
be far more efficient. Also, it seems that only a limited number of frames can be re-
played. 
 
I have pre-recorded short topics, which I know students find difficult, and put up these 
files on Moodle, the University of Kent’s e-learning medium. I am also planning to use 
LectureScribe to give feedback to assessments –showing students, how to address a 
problem question or even give individual feedback to students, which will be recorded and 
emailed to them. 
 
For me this programme is going to change the way I teach. I will create a number of pre-
recorded topics, which will be made available to the students. This will free up time in 
lectures to focus on more challenging topics. 

Rating 5/5  

http://www.cs.clemson.edu/~bcdean/lscribe/ls_tutorial.swf


7 

 

CamStudio 
Another very useful piece of software is CamStudio – a freeware programme for screen 
recordings, available from http://camstudio.org/ . This programme will allow you to 
record events on your screen, including mouse movements or animations created in other 
programmes (e.g. Powerpoint animations). You can also do voice recordings, which are 
synchronized with the screen view. A very useful application for this programme is the 
generation of software tutorials and, in general, anything where you need to show, what’s 
happening on your screen (e.g. bioinformatics etc).  
 
 
To download the programme, scroll down to the ‘Where do I get it?’ section and click on 
the CamStudio20.exe link. 
 

 
 
 
Just simply save the file on your hard drive and follow the instructions for installation. If 
everything went well, you should have a ‘CamStudio’ icon on your desktop. 
 

 
 
 

http://camstudio.org/
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Click on this icon and a new window will open, which contains the controls for screen 
recording. Recording, stop and pause are more or less self-explanatory. 
 

 
 
Under ‘Options’ you can select ‘Record audio from microphone’ – again, it is very useful to 
set up your microphone properly, as described above. 
 
 

 
 
CamStudio also comes with keyboard shortcuts, available under ‘Options’. By default the 
F8 key starts recording (or pauses it), F9 stops recording and F10 cancels recording, but 
these defaults can be easily changed. 
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A very nice feature of CamStudio is that you can choose the way the programme saves 
recordings. You can either save it as a swf (Shockwave file) or as an avi file. To choose 
between the two options, just click on the toggle in the status bar. 
 

 
 
I found this programme very useful to show students some tricks with software and for 
bioinformatics teaching. The best feature, however, was that it allowed me to create 
animations in Powerpoint, then play these animations, while at the same time do a screen 
recording with a voice-over. Works like a treat and does not require expensive software or 
a lot of technical knowledge.  
 
 

Rating 5/5  
 


