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FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Referral Methods

The Faculty’s Learning and Teaching Committee and the Faculty Board agreed the following policy in regard to the methods of assessment for referrals (a referral can either be a resit examination or a coursework resubmission):

1. Marks for elements of assessment (eg coursework and examinations) that have been passed at an earlier attempt will be carried forward.

2. The following referral arrangements will be adopted by Boards of Examiners:

2.1. Referral arrangements will replicate the original methods of assessment.

Or:

2.2. For modules where the balance between assessment elements (eg coursework and examinations) is more even than 20:80:

2.2.1. Where a student has passed the coursework element but failed the examination element, Boards of Examiners will adopt a referral method involving a single resit examination;

2.2.2. Where a student has passed the examination element but failed the coursework element, Boards of Examiners will adopt a referral method involving the submission of a single piece of coursework, which will substitute for all pieces of coursework previously comprising the coursework element;

2.2.3. Where a student has failed both the coursework element and the examination element, Boards of Examiners will adopt a referral method involving a single activity, either a resit examination or the submission of a single piece of coursework.

Or:

2.3. For modules where the balance between assessment elements is 20:80 or is less even than 20:80, Boards of Examiners may set aside the marks for all elements of the assessment, whether passed or failed, and adopt a referral method involving a single activity, either a resit examination or the submission of a single piece of coursework.

3. Referral methods (whether examination or coursework) will be designed such that they may be adopted in all students’ cases.

4. Referral methods (whether examination or coursework) must allow students to demonstrate their achievement of the learning outcomes for the module as a whole.

Notes (from the Faculty Review in 2002/03):

(1) The credit framework states, “Marks already obtained for elements of assessment which a student is not required to undertake again will be carried forward unless the Board of Examiners specifies otherwise” (Credit Framework, section 7.3.)

(2) A review of referral arrangements adopted across the Faculty for Stage 1 students in 2003 indicates that Boards of Examiners chose not to carry forward the marks for elements which had been passed (or which were not required to be undertaken again) in a significant number of modules. The Faculty Learning and Teaching Committee and the Faculty Board consider this practice to contravene the spirit if not the letter of the credit framework and note that it is potentially to the significant disadvantage of students. There is some evidence that the credit framework has had an impact on failure rates across the Faculty, and it is the committees’ view that as much will be done to help students achieve the minimum learning outcomes of modules as is possible. The undergraduate student representative present during the discussions of this matter expressed her support for this approach.

(3) The policy of carrying passed marks forward will inevitably affect referral arrangements. Where a student has failed a module on the basis of failed coursework (the examination having been passed), for instance, it makes little sense to re-assess the student through means of another examination (unless, perhaps, the nature of that examination is very different to the original examination).

(4) There is some concern amongst members of the committees that the administrative arrangements involved in requiring students to resubmit coursework will be potentially significant.  It is important to minimise these, and the proposal that schools set a single piece of coursework applying to all students has been made with this intent.

(5) To minimise administrative complexities, coursework must carry the status of examinations and extensions to deadlines must be expressly prohibited.  Students unable to submit for good reason will have access to concessions procedures and appeals procedures in the normal way.

(6) The use of coursework carries a potential advantage for students overseas who might otherwise have been required to attend the University for resit examinations.
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