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CBC takes on the Cold War with Love, Hate & Propaganda while NBC gives cold shoulders to 
Community

When Joseph Stalin realized he was losing the battle in the Bolshevism vs. Capitalism debate that flourished in the years following 

the Second World War, he turned to the propaganda vehicle that had served his enemies during the conflict: the film industry. Except 

there was a niggling problem to consider, which is that the Soviet Union didn’t have one; it was one of the country’s many casualties 

of war.

As a new CBC documentary miniseries explains in its premiere, Stalin proceeded to strike a mighty blow not just for communism, but 

for irony, when he raised money for the Soviet film industry by charging admission to screenings of popular U.S. films. Love, Hate & 

Propaganda: The Cold War would be worth it just for the scenes of Gone with the Wind dubbed into Russian, but the way the series 

presents these little nuggets of history make it compelling beyond the comedic value of Rhett Butlervich and Scarlett O’Harassky — 

although while we’re here, there really ought to be a YouTube channel dedicated to such clips.

The series, which is a sequel to the original Love, Hate & Propaganda, which focused on the Second World War and aired last year, 

uses the same format to, as the broadcaster says, “tell the story of that time to a media-savvy generation.” There’s nothing really 

groundbreaking here; it sticks to the oft-used documentary format of a host (George Stroumboulopoulos), a generous use of archival 

footage gussied up with jump cuts, and interviews with scholarly folk who provide the analysis as Stroumboulopoulos narrates the 

action. But if it’s a familiar skeleton, there is plenty of meat on the bones.

The propaganda war that waged between West and East for 50 years was interesting in the big picture and more intriguing still in the 

little details, from Joseph’s Night at the Movies to the story of Gail Halverson, a U.S. airman who dropped packets of chocolate 

affixed to little parachutes on the outskirts of Berlin when he landed in the German capital as part of the Berlin Airlift. Halverson, 

who was soon nicknamed the Candy Bomber, became a U.S. propaganda hero, a symbol of the success the U.S. and U.K. were having 

at overcoming Stalin’s rail and road blockade of West Berlin.
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By the time the series gets to the concurrent witch hunts of Joe McCarthy in the U.S. and Stalin in the U.S.S.R., the black comedy of 

the earlier moments is long gone. But it remains worth a watch.

In other news about the clash of civilizations NBC announced its mid-season lineup this week, where it appeared that the third-year 

sitcom Community had been cancelled, only to have the network clarify that the show will return at some point in the uncertain near 

future, presumably after it has had some time to sit in the corner and think about what it has done.

If nothing else, the decision is a test case for the power of social media: I was sitting in an airport and idly checking Twitter when the 

news came down, and not since the destruction of Alderaan had millions of voices suddenly cried out in terror. With apologies to 

Obi-Wan Kenobi, it was clear something terrible had happened. The fact that I just used a Star Wars reference just there is a) kind of 

an obvious joke and b) indicative of the fact that I’m the sort of person who loves him some Community.

The show about a bunch of misfit toys at a community college is so full of pop-culture references, inside meta-comedy and one-off 

concept episodes that is about as anti-sitcom as a sitcom can be. Its fans, which includes a pile of TV critics, love it, but it has always 

been a difficult sell for a wide audience.

Last year, I used it as an example of a great, creative comedy when writing unfavourably about the lame, predictable $#*! My Dad 

Says, and some readers responded angrily on both counts. There was a definite whiff of you-kids-think-you’re-so-smart-with-your-

non-linear-timelines to the whole exchange. My general response: there are all kinds of options for viewers who prefer their sitcoms 

to be straight setup-punchline numbers, but how can there not also be a place for one that is uniquely risky and clever? Is the 

broadcast network model that screwed up? (Answer: quite possibly.) At least Community outlasted that other $#*!. But for how 

long?

And speaking of $#*!

A new Comedy Network series, Only in America, involves the bafflingly successful comedian known as Larry the Cable Guy

travelling the U.S. to visit oddities such as Mule Day in Columbia, Tenn., and the National Rifle Association headquarters in Fairfax, 

Va. In other words, it’s like Discovery’s An Idiot Abroad, but set in America. And not funny. Unless you find it inherently amusing 

that Mr. Cable Guy has an apparently limitless supply of ball caps with his catchphrase “Git R’ Done” embroidered on it. Otherwise, 

there are Mr. Cable Guy’s many bon mots, such as when an NRA guy mentions Dirty Harry and Larry ad libs, “I had a girlfriend once 

who was both dirty and hairy!”

Evidently people find him hilarious. I’m guessing they do not also watch Community.

Love, Hate & Propaganda: The Cold War premieres Nov. 17 at 9 p.m. on CBC. Only in America with Larry the Cable Guy airs 

Mondays at 10 p.m. on the Comedy Network.
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