The editors of Legal Studies and the Society of Legal Scholars are
pleased to announce that following the recent SLS members' poll asking
them to vote for their favourite Legal Studies article from a
shortlist, the article voted as the most popular is...

Breaking Boundaries? Sexual Consent in the Jury Room
By Emily Finch and Vanessa Munro
View free now at
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=4594130&m=21916&u=388707

Editor's comment on the winning article: An excellent article of a
rare sort - it draws on a novel and inventive piece of empirical
research, while using that research to comment directly on statutory
definitions. A favourite.

----------------------------------

The shortlist of articles, drawn up by the editorial team (past and
present) of Legal Studies is also currently freely available and
listed below in chronological order - click on the article links below
for access:

Law, morality and positivism by Neil MacCormick
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=4594130&m=21916&u=388708

Editor's Comment: A short but pithy article, illustrative of the
author's scholarship and highly topical at the time in many of its
references, and a piece which aimed to engage a broad readership. It
was one of a number of articles contributed by distinguished academics
which helped establish the credentials of the new journal

The girl they named Manhattan: the law of forenames in France and
England by Roderick Munday
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=4594130&m=21916&u=388709

Editor's Comment: This provides a lesson for all of us in how to
combine humour and scholarship. And, if you enjoy it, why not try The
French Law of Surnames: a study in the rights of property, personality
and privacy by the same author (1986) 6 LS 79

Oedipus Lex: Slips in interpretation and law by Peter Goodrich
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=4594130&m=21916&u=388710

Editor's Comment: The very last article I published. The author had
first published in Legal Studies in 1983. This last article again has
that relatively rare quality of scholarship and humour. It struck a
personal cord with me and I was pleased to publish it as the final
paper under my editorship.

Exclusive rights of burial and the law of real property by Alan
Dowling
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=4594130&m=21916&u=388711

Editor's Comment: One that I particularly valued publishing, even if
it turns out to be too recherchÃ© for the popular vote

National Courts as Community Courts' by Imelda Maher
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=4594130&m=21916&u=388712

Editor's Comment: Written at a time when the growing importance of
national courts in the implementation of European law was becoming a
more obvious issue, this raises and resolves the recurring question of
the place of national courts in their European and national context.

Estoppel and the protection of expectations by Elizabeth Cooke
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=4594130&m=21916&u=388713

Editor's Comment: This is a well structured piece on an area that
straddles land law and restitution. It provides a clear argument for
someone who is not a specialist. It has a strong argument.

Adjudication and interpretation in the common law: a century of change
by Peter Birks
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=4594130&m=21916&u=388714

Editor's Comment: An influential piece about the role of legal writers
in the development of the law.

Property and contract in contemporary corporate theory by Paddy
Ireland
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=4594130&m=21916&u=388715

Editor's Comment: This long, tightly argued essay addressed a subject
seldom found in Legal Studies or other general scholarly journals in
the UK. It makes an important, almost corrective contribution to the
literature and was perhaps the single most 'adventurous' piece that we
worked with.

Campbell, Espinasse and the sailors: text and context in the common
law by Peter Luther
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=4594130&m=21916&u=388716

Editor's Comment: This beautifully crafted and diligent piece of
'garret' scholarly research was a delight to have from the moment it
arrived. One reviewer celebrated the submission of a piece of work
that titled at old windmills and on which he had thought that there
was nothing new to say. An admirable, outstanding blend of traditional
legal history with appropriate 'context.

Breaking Boundaries? Sexual Consent in the Jury Room by Emily Finch
and Vanessa Munro
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=4594130&m=21916&u=388707

Editor's Comment: An excellent article of a rare sort - it draws on a
novel and inventive piece of empirical research, while using that
research to comment directly on statutory definitions. A favourite.

Causation, Homicide and the Supply of Drugs by Timothy H Jones
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=4594130&m=21916&u=388717

Editor's Comment: A succinct and persuasive argument against the
received view of just about all other commentators. Ignored
subsequently by the House of Lords but influential in the contrary
development of Scottish law, this is not only novel and enjoyable to
read but also has had practical effect.

Fidelity in Interpretation: Lord Hoffmann and The Adventure of the
Empty House by James Lee
http://dmmsclick.wiley.com/click.asp?p=4594130&m=21916&u=388718

Editor's Comment: The inaugural winner of the SLS Best Paper prize and
another thoroughly enjoyable and witty piece, combined with thorough
scholarship.

