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Web Appendix A: Extended Models

In the main paper we considered models with a separate survival probability for animals in their first year
of life. We may wish to consider the survival probability separately for longer than a year, for example
if an animal is juvenile for longer than a year. To include such cases we extend the models examined to
consider survival separately for the first J years of their life. The animal would then be considered an adult
for years J + 1 onwards. A similar x/y/z notation is used. Here x represents the first J years of life with the
following options:

(1) Dependent on age for years 1 to J (A1.;). (Note that Aj.; is equivalent to C.)
(i) Dependent on age and time for years 1 to J (Ay.;,T). (Note that A;.;,T is equivalent to T.)
The options for y, the adult survival probability, are:
(i) Constant (C).
(i) Dependent on time (T).
(iii) Dependent on age (A).
(iv) Dependent on age and time (A,T).
The options for z, the recovery probability, are:
(i) Constant (C).
(ii)) Dependent on time (T).
(iii)) Dependent on age (A).
(iv) Dependent on age for years 1 to J with separate adult recovery (Aj.741).
(v) Dependent on time and age for years 1 to J with separate adult recovery (Aj.;+1,T).

(vi) Dependent on age and time (A,T).
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For example if J = 3, survival is considered separately for the first, second and third years of life. Thereafter
the animals are considered to be adults. The model A;.3/C/C would have survival parameters ¢, ¢, ¢3
for the first three years and survival parameter ¢, for adult years, as well as constant recovery probability
A. Parameter redundancy results are given for all such models in Table 1 and the estimable parameter
combinations are given in Table 2. The following terms are used in the tables E = nyny — %n% + %nl,
B=1J(2m—J+1),S=3[(no—ni—1)*+(n,—n;—1)],G=Sif iy <n;+J,G=3(J—1)(2ny —J —2ny)
if ny > n; +J (note that in the common case of ny =np; § =0 and G = 0).

The same methods are used to determine the rank as described in the main paper. Method 1 uses the
extension theorem for full rank models, method 2 uses reparameterisation and in method 3 the rank is
limited by the number of unique exhaustive summary terms. Here method 2 is also used for full rank
models. Reparameterisation is needed to allow the use of the extension theorem to generalise results for
any J.

In the extended x/y/z family of models, survival is considered separately for each year an animal is a
juvenile. Models of interest may also include having juvenile survival the same for some or all the juvenile
years. More formally this is Ay.;/*/* models, such that there is ¢; = ¢; for at least one i and j (with
i# j<J)forJ > 1, and (A1, T)/*/* models such that ¢;, = ¢;, for at least one i and j (with i # j <J)
for J > 1 and for all 7. Alternatively the model of interest could have some juvenile survival probabilities
time dependent and others constant, which are (A.;,T)/*/* models with ¢;; = ¢; for at least one but not
all i < J. Results for these models are also given in Table 1 in the last column of the table, labeled K.
If the original extended x/y/z model is full rank (has deficiency zero), this calculation is relatively easy
using a modified PLUR decomposition (also known as a Turing factorisation) of the derivative matrix, for
which Maple has an intrinsic procedure. Here we write the derivative matrix of any full rank model as
D =PLUR, where P is a permutation matrix, L is a lower diagonal matrix with ones on the diagonal, U is
a upper diagonal matrix and R is in reduced echelon form. As long as the determinant of U is not equal to
zero, any nested models will also be full rank; see Cole et al (2010). If the original extended x/y/z model
is parameter redundant further calculation is required, unless method 3 was used, when it is obvious that
the rank will still be limited by the number of unique exhaustive summary terms.

The effect on the rank or deficiency for models with one or more of the juvenile survival probabilities
being equal is also given in Table 1, in the column labeled K. There are the following options:

(1) K =1 the deficiency is still 0, but the rank will change (the model remains full rank);
(i) K =2 the rank remains the same, but the deficiency will change;

(iii)) K = 3 the deficiency decreases to 0, but the rank will change (the model is no longer parameter
redundant);

(iv) K =4 the deficiency is at least 1 (the model remains parameter redundant);
(v) K =5 the deficiency is unchanged, but the rank will change.

(vi) K = 6 the deficiency remains at 0 if any ¢;; = ¢ ; (model remains full rank), however the deficiency
increases to at least 1 if any ¢;; = ¢; (model becomes parameter redundant).

(vii) K =7 the deficiency is at least 1 if any ¢;; = ¢k ; (the model remains parameter redundant). However
if ¢;; = ¢; for at least one 2 < i < min(3,J) the deficiency decreases to 0 (the model is no longer
parameter redundant) otherwise the deficiency decreases but the model remains parameter redundant.

For example consider a model with time-dependent first-year survival probability ¢ ;, constant second-
year survival probability, ¢,, constant third-year survival probability, ¢3 and constant adult-survival prob-
ability, @,. This is a sub-model of the A;.3,T/C/*, which has K = 1 if the reporting probability is constant
(C) or time dependent (T). Therefore the models with parameters @y, ¢2, ¢3, ¢, and A or @1+, ¢2, ¢3, @,
and A, parameters remain full rank. However when the reporting probability is dependent on age class
(A1.4) K = 6. Therefore the model with parameters ¢ ;, ¢2, ¢3, ¢4, A1, A2, A3 and 4, is no longer full rank.
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Web Appendix B: Combined Adult and Juvenile Models

In some ringing examples birds are ringed as both juveniles and as adults. In such cases a combined model
can be fitted combining both juvenile and adult data sets, with common parameters for adult survival. In
Table 3 we examine how the deficiency of a model changes if we combine x/y/z models for the juvenile data
set with y/z models models for the adult data set. Note that in the table only models that were parameter
redundant individually are considered, as if the juvenile and adult models are full rank individually they
will obviously still be full rank when combined. Also it is assumed that the adult data consist of adults of
unknown age, therefore it is not possible under this framework to fit models combining */A/* models with
A/* or models combining */(A,T)/* models with (A,T)/*, nor is it possible to combine */*/A models with
*/A models, and combine */*/(A,T) models with */(A,T) models. An alternative framework for models
providing an age structure to ring-recovery data for animals with unknown age is given in McCrea et al
(2010).

Determining the parameter redundancy of a model for two combined data sets is an extension of the
standard derivative method. Details are given in Cole (2011).

The models C/C/Aj., with C/C, C/C/A.,, T with C/T and C/T/A;., with T/C, which are parameter
redundant individually, are full rank when combined. In these cases the animals have separate survival
probabilities for their first year of life. If the animals have separate survival probabilities for more than one
year of life then the models remain parameter redundant. In such cases the deficiency only decreases.

Web Appendix C: Imperfect Data

Here we consider how having only m diagonals of data (N; ; = 0 if j —i+ 1 > m) affects the parameter
redundancy of x/y/z models, where the animal has separate survival probabilities for the first J > 1 years
of life. These results are presented in Table 4.

Only four models never change. One model will only change if m < J — 1; seventeen models will only
change if m < J, and three models will change if m < J -+ 1. The remainder of the models are parameter-
redundant models limited by the number of exhaustive summary terms, which now reduces to E,,, where

E_%(’U_m)(’h—m-i—]) np—n<m-—1
E, =
mny np,—ny>m—1

If a model assumes the animal is juvenile for J years, we recommend that there are at least m = J + 1
diagonals of perfect data, otherwise the rank of the model will decrease, resulting in more parameter-
redundant models. In the lapwing data set (Table la of the main paper), the first three diagonals of data
are complete. In this case if J = 2 all models that are full-rank model in the presence of perfect data will
remain full-rank. If J = 3 most of these models will remain full rank (but the model A;.3,T/T/A will now
be parameter redundant). However if J > 4 many of the models which are full-rank in the presence of
perfect data will now be parameter redundant.

Web Appendix D: Parameter redundancy in Conditional Models

The total number of birds ringed in each year may be unknown or unreliable. In such a case a model can
be fitted by conditioning on the number of birds recovered from each cohort. Such models are similar to
the standard ring-recovery models described in the main paper, but with each of the probabilities of being
recovered equal to P, ; ; with,

(Hi;il ¢k7i+1,k) (1= @j—it1,j)Aj—it1,j
Yo (T Oivr k) (1= On—ict ) Mnisin

Peij=
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fori=1,...,n; and j =1i,...,ny, where again ¢; ; is the probability of an animal aged i surviving the jth
year of the study and where A, ; is the probability of recovering a dead animal aged i in the jth year of the
study and n; and n; are again the number of years of ringing and recovery respectively. The survival and
recovery parameters can be estimated using maximum likelihood, using the expression for the likelihood
given below

ny n
(i)
This now excludes the probabilities of an animal being ringed but never seen again.

The rank and deficiency of this conditional model are given in Tables 5 to 7. Note that if the recovery
parameter, A, is constant then A disappears from the model completely. It then obviously cannot be esti-
mated and is excluded from the count of parameters in the model. Similarly in other models the parameters
A1, or @1 ,, do not appear in the model if n; = n,. In such cases these completely redundant parameters
are not counted in the number of parameters. This can sometimes lead to a different result for the rank or
deficiency for n; = np, compared to n; < ny.

The maximum rank for standard models, E = niny — %n% + %nl, is based on the number of terms in
the exhaustive summary. This now decreases to E. = njny — %n% — %n 1 for conditional models. This is
because

Py Py Piny
Yl P LA P LA P
0 _Pa2 e _Pim
P, — Y, P Yils Pon
0 0 P -
L Zh ny n1 he ]
which can be rewritten as
i 1 P> Py n, T
L2, 1+ P 1T+ 52, P
0 S S
P.— 14+Y,2, Py 1+Y2 Py,
0 0 e %
L 1+Zh ni+1 L ]
so that P; for i = 1,...,n1 no longer appears in the matrix. There are therefore n; fewer terms compared

to the standard model.
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Table 1 Table of parameter redundancy for extended x/y/z models. Here d denotes the deficiency, r
denotes the number of estimable parameters, and C corresponds to how the parameter redundancy results

change if the survival probabilities are the same for any of the J juvenile years (see text for details).

Valid for
Model r d m=> m> M K
A..4/C/IC J+2 0 J+1 J+2 2 1
A1.4/C/T J+ny+1 0 J+1 J+2 2 1
A;./C/IA ny J+1 J+1 J+1 3 2
A /CIA L 11 J+2 J J+1 J+2 2 3
Ay g/CI(A1:741,T) m+B—-J+1-G J J+1 J+2 2 3
Ay y/CI(A,T) E J+1 J+1 J+1 3 2
A4/TIC ny+1 0 J+1 J+2 2 1
Aq,/TIT min(2np,ny +ny;+J—1) max(0,np —n; —J+1) J+1 J+2 2 5
A /T/IA 2ny —J J J+3 J+3 2 2
Ay glTIAL 1 ny+1 J J+1 J+2 2 3
B+n +n—2/—1—-8n n 1 n n
A1 /TI(A1:5+1,T) {Bi__/!j_znzlfljfc Syé;nlij {rjlz—tn1+ln§;n:i§ J+1 J+1 2 4
A1 4/T/I(A,T) E np J+1 J+1 3 2
A /(AT)IC E+n—n—B+J+G 1 J+1 J+1 3 3
A1/(AT)/T {gn,1+2n23+1+s§>}¢n2<n1+1 {72_"'“ Joimemis J+1 J+1 3 3
E+n—B+G—2+2J J>1m>n+J nm—n—J+2J>1,n>n+J
A /(A T)/A E+n—n—B+J+G ny J+1 J+1 3 2
Ag/(AT Ay E+nm—m—-B+J+G J+1 J+1 J+1 3 2
A /(A D(Ary41.T) E ny J+1 J+1 3 2
Ay /(ADI(AT) E E4+n—n—-B+J+G J+1 J+1 3 2
(A5, T)/C/C n—m+2+B-G 0 J+1 J+2 2 1
(A1, T/CIT m+B+1-G 0 J+2 2J+2 2 1
(A1, TYICIA n+B—-G 1 J+2 2J+2 2 7
(A1.7,DICIA 711 n—nm+B+J+2-G 0 2J 2J+1 1 6
Mo ICH Ay D) (33 1S et (noamnrasman sy
(A1, T)CI(A,T) E n—-nm+B+1-G J+1 J+1 3 2
A5, T/TIC m+B—J+1—-G 0 J+1 J+2 2 1
MADIT s mn s mend 42
(A1, TD/TIA n+n+B—-J—G 0 J+3 2J+3 2 6
(A1, TT/A 11 n+B+1-G 0 2J+12J42 2 6
A DM A D) {5 B3 s fuadBelosmen ) g1 J+1 2 4
(A1, TYTIAT) E m+B—-J—-G J+1 J+1 3 2
(A7, TYA/IC m+B—J+1-G 0 J+1 J+2 2 1
(A1, TY/AIT m+m+B—-—J-G 0 J+3 2J+3 2 1
(A1, T)Y/A/A m+B-—-G n—J J+12J+1 2 4
(AL, TYAIA 1 1 n+B-G 1 2J+12J+2 2 4
(A DIAA L T) (5B am e s [ o B L3S o007 420043 2 4
(A1, T)/AI(AT) E n+B+J-G J+1 J+1 3 2
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AL (ATTT =1
AL (ATTT > 1

A /(A TYA

Ag/(A T AL
Apg/(ADI(Ary1,T)
A g/(ADI(AT)

(A7, T)/C/A
(A1, DICI(A1y41,T)

(A1.7,T)/CI(A,T)
(A, D/TIT

(A1, DITI(A1y11,T)

(Al J’T)/T/(AaT)
(A7, TYA/A
(A1, TYAIA 11

(A1, TVAI(A1y11,T)
(A1, TYA/(A,T)
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Table 2 Combinations of parameters that can be estimated for extended x/y/z models.
Model Estimable Parameter Combinations

Ay y/CIA {Plj}j:] ..... ny
A1/CIAL 41 9us ([T 1 01) Aas {P1j35o0
Apg/CI(AL 1, T)  Qu{Pivj- 1}‘ R RAE {21 ) Aai}i—rin
Ay y/CI(A,T) {Pi,j}ff‘:-‘-‘::'u
Ay y/TIT* {¢1}x Loy +J— la{k}r Loony +J— la{Plj}f ”‘l“fj ----- )
AI:J/T/A {¢t} —J+1,..., nz,{)* Hk l¢k} —J+1,..., m,{ 1,]}, 1.0
AL TIAL 41 {0F s s Al 0 (P
Ay /T/(A1g41,T) {¢t}: J4 1. min(ny — Lny) {Pzz+] 1}1 [ AR {M:Hk 1¢k}: J+ 1, min(ny —1L,ny)s
{( ¢n1) aJHk 1¢ka min( n27n1+l)¢k}j:min(n7.n1+l) ..... ny
A1./TI(AT) {P,-,.,-}/,i:::n%
A1 7/(AT)/IC {P1j},-n.. ,,{Pd}/l ..... /,2

(Il 9j,i+/)

{Pd}’ oot {Pll}/ FER T {(Hil(ljkjk)%}
= i=1..d

I $iivj
{P} +11{P} i=1 Yiit]
LiSizpo VLIS oy J b TT
AAAA j= 2 Hi:l 0ii Hk:1 Dty J= 1o min(ay —J — Lng —J)

{‘Pz,]}fi' »»»»» ﬁ,{l}, 1. /a{nk ]+1 ( *(Pj)/lj}j—/u,...,nz

{¢la./} et ’{)‘ }/ L. /7{Hk J+1 (1—

PLH’J la lla i+2
{Pd}’ / ..... J ,{Pl]}; JH1,..., llza{Pl, — 5 712
..... ny Eari Y ) ny—J
i=J+1 min(ny —2,ny — 1)

* for A1.;/T/T the estimable parameters are valid if ny >n;+J—1.If np <n;1+J—1
the deficiency is 0 ; by definition all of the parameters are estimable.
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Table 3 Table of parameter redundancy for combined x/y/z and y/z models. We use + as shorthand for
combined with. d denotes the deficiency, r denotes the number of estimable parameters, n; is the number
of years of ringing, and n, is the number of years of recovery. In all cases the results are only valid for
n>J+1landny >J+1. E:nlng—%n%—i—%nl,B: %J(an—J—l).

J=1
Model r d
C/C/A1, + C/IC 4 0
C/C/(A1,T) +C/IT ny+ny+2 0
C/T/IT+T/T min(2n2+1,n2+n1 +2]—1) ny —ny
C/T/A1 + T/IC ny+3 0
C/T/(A1.2,T) + T/T min(n1 +2ny,2ny +n2+1) max(l,nz—nl)
ny +2ny np =nj 1 nmp=m
TIC(A12,T) + C/T 2ni+ny+1 np >mn 0 np>m
T/T/T + T/T min(n1+2n2—1,2n1+n2) max(l,nz—nl)
T/T/(A:2,T) + C/T min(2ny 4+ 2np —2,3n1 —ny — 1) max(2,ny —nj;+1)
J>1
Model r d
A[:]/C/A]:J+] + C/C J+3 J—-1
A1gICHAy£1,T) + C/IT min(E+B+J — in+ Inp +2,2+ny +Jny) J—1
A y/T/IT+T/T min(2ny +J,np +ny +2J—1) max(0,ny —ny —J+1)
Ay y/T/IALj41 + T/IC np+J+2 J—1
A gT/AL 1, T+ T/T  min(E+B—1nd+3ny, (J+ Dny+ny +J) max(J,ny —ny)
1 3 1 3
N L T M R (/AT B

min{E+B+J+%n27 %n%f 1,
3I’l| +(J7 1)n2+17 1}

2n+B—ny—S np<m+J—-1 B+ny+2J-S np<m+J—-1
At DT Ay, T +TT {J+n|+n2+2n|—1 m>n+J-1 {n2+(1—2)n]+1 nm>mt+J—1

(A1, TY/T/T + T/T max(1,ny —n; —J+1)

© WILEY-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim www.biometrical-journal.com
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Table 4 The effect of missing values on parameter redundancy of x/y/z models with X representing
the first J years. Here we compare if the rank of the models changes when there are only m {1 < a <
min(n;,ny)} diagonals of data, compared to perfect data. Models in bold are full-rank models if there is
perfect data. E,, is the length of the exhaustive summary and the maximum possible rank with missing

values.
Rank Changes if Rank (if changes) Models
never - Al;J/C/C A];]/C/T A];]/C/A A];]/C/A];]+]
m<J—1 Epy (A1, DCIA 511
m<J ny A.,/T/C
m<J 2ny — 1 A /TIT
m<J min(ny,n; +m) A glT/IA L1 A /(ATA L
m<J Ep, A1y/Cl(A1:y11,T) (A1, TYCIC (A1, T)/CIT
(A1, DICIA (A1, DICIAL 11, T (A1, DITIC
T/IT/IT (A1, DT/A 741 (A1, TT/A+1.T)
(A1, T)/AIC (A1, T)/AIT (A1, T)IAIA ;11
Ay y/T/(Ary41,T)
m<J+1 Ep (A1, TYT/IA (A1, TYAIT (A1), T)/AI(A1y41,T)
msJ+1 {32211 ZiJIH Ar/TIA
m<ny—2 E, ALsICHAT) Ay TIAT) Ay /(A TYC Ay/(AT)T

@© WILEY-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim
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Table 5 Parameter redundancy of conditional y/z models. Here r denotes the model rank (or number of
estimable parameters), d denotes the deficiency (d > 0 means the model is parameter redundant), n; is the
number of years of ringing and n; is the number of years of recovery. E and E, are maximum possible rank

1

for standard and conditional models respectively with E = njny — %n% +5ny and E. = nyng — %n% — %nl.

Model

T

C/C
C/T
C/A

C/(AT)

T/C
T/T
T/A

T/(A,T)

A/C
AT
A/A

A/AT)
(AT)/C
(AT)/T
(AT)/A

(A, T)/(AT)

© WILEY-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim

1
n2—1
l’tz—l

E.

ngfl
ng—l
2n2—3

\SIN\S es] =N

ni ny =np
{n]+1 n <m
1
no+1
3
{n1+n2—1 ny=np
n+ny ny <np
1
3
no+1
{n1+n2—1 ny=np
ny+ny ny <np
m—1 n=ny
ni ny<n
n+m—1 n=n
ny+ny ny <ny
m+m-—1 ni=np
ny+np ny < np
m+E—-2 ni=ny
{ n+E ny <np
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Table 6 Parameter redundancy results for conditional x/y/z models part A.
Model r d
A,.4/CIC J+1 0
A,.4/CIT J+n—1 2
A];_]/C/A nzfl J+2
A1 g/CIA 741 J+1 J+1
+ n+B-2J—-1 ny=ny
ALgICHALy+1.T) byt omoe, 241
ny+J ny=ny
AIJ/C/(A’T) EC {ﬂl +J+ 1 ny <np
A];_]/T/C ny 0
+ min(2ny —3,n2 +n; —2) J=1 max(3,ny —nj +2) J=1
Ay /TIT {min(2n2—1,n2+n1 +7-2) I>1 {max(l,nz—nl —J+2) JI>1
Ay.y/T/IA 2ny —J—1 J+1
Ayy/TIAL nj J+1
T nm+B-2/—-1 n=m
Avs ALy 1.T) {a eyt moe m+
np+n—1 np=n
Ay.y/TI(AT) E, {n2+n] n=n 1
A /(AT)/IC E.+n—B+J—-14+G 1
E. J=1 n2+1 J=1
A /(AT)T E.+2n,—B+J+S-3 J>1ny<n +J 3 J>1np—n <J
E.+n—B4+n+2J—-44+G J>1ny>n+J np—n—J+4 J>ln—n >J
E. J=1
A1 7/(AT)A E.4+n—-B+J+G J>1,n=n np+1
E.+n—-B+J—14+G J>1,n<m
A /(AT/AL 41 E.4+nm—-B+J+G—-1 J+2
n+n—1 n=n
AL AT AL 11,T) E. {nimmt moe
E+nmn—-B-1 ny=ns
AL(ATHAT) E. {Freaie mon
B—J+1 ny=ny max(0,J —1) ny=ns
(A5, TH/ICIC B—J+1-S ny<ny<n+J max(0,ny —nmpy+J) np <np<nj+J
B—m+n+1-G ny>n+J 0 np >ny+J
B+np—2J—-S8 ny <n+J min(2/+1,2J+n1 —np+2) np<n+J
(A, D/ICT B—J4+n—1-G ny>nj+J J+2 ny >ni+J
B+ny—2J-S np <n+J min(2/+ 1,27 +n; —np+2) np<nj+J
(A1, DICIA B—J+n—1-G nmy>n+J J+2 ny >ny+J
B4+n —np—J+1 ny =ny 2J ny =ny
A1y DICIAL 11 {min(BflJrlfG,BJrnl7n2+17G) ny > ny {max(217n2+n1+1,1+1) n > n
¥ B+2n—ny—2J—1 ni=mn
MDA D (P e B+J
2ny —np+B—1 ny=np
(A1, T)/CI(A,T) Ec {2n| —m+B+1-G ni<m

All results are valid for the same n; and n; as the standard model, except # which is valid for ny > J+2,my > J +3.

T indicates result is only valid for np, <n;+1
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Table 7 Parameter redundancy results for conditional x/y/z models part B.

Model r d
B+n,—2J—1 ny=np J ny =ny
Ay, D/TIC B+ny—2J—-1-8S n<m<n+J J+n—ny+1 ny<ny<ny+J
B+m—J—1-G m>n+J max(1,J+n —na+1) nm>n+J
ny+J ny =ny
B+n—2J—-1-8 ny<n+J
(A1, D/TIT { m+J+1 n<m<n+J
: - —1- >
B—J+n—-1-G n>n+J o+ 1 A
Y 2] —nmp+n+2 ny=m
(gmyma BN it Sumtn 3 m<m<mts
! 2 2= J+3 ny>ny+J
+ n+B-2/—1 n=ny
(A1, TVTIA L, {m +B-2 mo=n—1 2+l
+ 2ny—nmy+B—-2J—1 nj=m _
ONOR T (CNRIRE VL A A I A Bam—1
+ 2n+B—J—-2 nj=n
(A1 TTAT) E. Guiag2 e
J—ny+n ny =ny
B+ny—2/—1—-S ny<n+J
: - <
(A1, T)YAIC {B+n171717G o>y 4T J—ny+n+1 ny<np<nj+J

max(1,J—nay+n;+1) np>n+J

(A1, TY/A/T {B+2nz—31—3—5 ny <my+J Homim 42 m=mn

Bam+m—2/-3-S m>m+J Ho s momsnt
Gutiwa SRS e L e
ny+1 np >ny+J
TR TEV S TR (S A 21
(At TYAKA 1.1 {ﬁfliiﬁjj:f moe B+J+1
(Ar TIAAT) ke [nsat mon

All results are valid for the same n; and n; as the standard model, except * which is valid for n; > J 42,1, > J+3.
T indicates result is only valid for np <nj;+1
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