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Welcome to the first 2007 edition of AGORA, and my first as editor. AGORA is our regular newsletter for students, teachers and associates of the School of English’s part-time programmes in literature and creative writing. 
Although I hope you will have all heard from me by now I thought I should take this opportunity to introduce myself. I joined the School of English last September as Undergraduate Studies Programme Co-ordinator, with particular responsibility for the administration of the part-time programmes. Previous to that I had been working at the Templeman Library and in the Computing Service. I am a part-time English student myself, juggling the demands of work, a young family, and an MA in postcolonial literature. As such I am probably familiar with many of the challenges our part-time students encounter! My role is to answer your queries, deal with your concerns and generally try to make sure that everything runs as smoothly as possible, so please do get in touch if you have any problems. If I can’t help hopefully I will be able to find someone who can! My email address is S.L.Anthony@kent.ac.uk.

We are very keen to receive ideas for what you might like to see included in future editions of Agora, so please email me with any comments or suggestions for articles. Alternatively, you can phone me on 01227 824495. I look forward to hearing from you!



Sarah Anthony




Editor
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New School of English Website
We hope that by now most of you will have visited our exciting new website which can be found at www.kent.ac.uk/english. Designed by our talented webmistress Dr Emma Bainbridge in conjunction with Dr David Stirrup and the University web team, we hope that this updated version will be user-friendly and give easier access to information.
Don't forget to look at the School of English forum which can be found at www.kent.ac.uk/english/forums. It's easy to register and once registered you can join as many discussion groups as you like. This is an excellent project for part-time students to get involved in, to discuss seminars, exchange ideas or simply arrange a meeting at the pub!

Meet the Reps!

Introducing Terreena Dibley, part-time representative for Canterbury and Tonbridge part-time students…
My name is Terreena Dibley and I would like to introduce myself as the student representative for all part-time English students, at both the Canterbury and Tonbridge Campuses. As a long-term undergraduate (in year six of an English Literature degree) I am concerned about the problems faced by part-time mature students. If there are any problems related to your studies that you would like the ‘top cats’ to know about, then please don’t hesitate to contact me. Big or small, I’ll have them all! If I can’t help directly then I can bring it to the appropriate person’s attention on your behalf, anonymously if requested. It would also be great to hear your opinions on the rewards and frustrations of part-time study. Why not drop me an email at td28@kent.ac.uk? Let’s talk... 

… and Joanna Labon, Part-time Teachers’ Representative.
I moved to Canterbury from London six years ago when my husband came to Kent to teach Drama. I had just finished as a mature student at London University, after working in publishing and arts administration. I wrote my thesis on two twentieth-century writers, Storm Jameson and Rebecca West. We arrived here with our two young children. Canterbury is a brilliant place to have kids and we soon settled happily. 

If you’ve tried to study and look after a family at the same time you’ll understand that I wanted to make the most of my hard-earned PhD and pick up my academic career. I was pleased when Professor Abdulrazak Gurnah asked me to teach part-time in the English Department at Kent, on ‘Shakespeare and his Contemporaries’ and ‘Critical Practice’. I teach for half the year, from October to April, then, in the Summer term while students and full-time staff are busy with exams, I can write and research. I’m glad to be able to work where I live. I also sing in the Kent University Chorus and I lead a children’s chess club.

The part-time students’ representative for the Medway campus is Kirby Russell who is studying for the Certificate in Practical and Imaginative Writing. Kirby can be contacted at kmir2@kent.ac.uk.
Up and Running at Medway

A message from Alan Le Grys, Humanities Programme Manager at Medway

After months of planning, the first students were welcomed in September onto the new Certificate in Humanities now running at the Medway campus. 12 students are currently on the programme, which is designed to lay down foundations for further studies in four key disciplines: English literature, history, art, and philosophy. Those who successfully complete the Certificate, therefore, will be well placed to continue their studies, either in the Humanities generally, or in any of the core disciplines.
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The Certificate in Humanities is intended to appeal to a wide range of people from a variety of different backgrounds. It is open to anyone who would like to have the opportunity to extend their learning, regardless of whether or not they have existing qualifications. Various strategies were thus put into place over the summer to try and increase public awareness of this new opportunity for widening participation – from street leafleting, through to library visits and contacts with community groups, as well as the more established university publicity networks. Recruitment was slow at first, but gradually increased towards the end of the summer, and in the event an interesting and diverse group of students started the course. They have now completed the first module, Genre and Criticism, taught by Dr. Emma Bainbridge, and have moved on to the second module, Making History.

Now that the Certificate is up and running, work has also started on the next phase in the development of the Humanities programme at Medway - the introduction of a Diploma in Humanities. The Certificate and Diploma programmes together will provide an attractive and stimulating route towards further qualifications in the Humanities. As the programme develops there will be opportunities to vary the pattern of study: some students may choose to complete the Certificate as full-time students, or on an accelerated part-time schedule. The hope is that by providing a flexible framework, the course will continue to prove attractive to people with busy and sometimes complicated lives. 

Medway Campus Comes Alive…

Over the past year, the Medway campus has come alive as the new Pilkington and Gillingham Buildings have opened, and colleagues from other departments have moved over to Pembroke from Bridgewarden’s College. As the number of students on campus increases, so a stronger sense of community is developing, and more and more activities are planned as a confident sense of self-identity starts to emerge. The School of English continues to expand its work at the campus, and it has been good to welcome Dr. Sarah Lonsdale as a near neighbour in the Gillingham Building. Other departments and Schools in the Humanities are also planning to expand their work in Medway, and thus the process of building up a thriving Humanities community at the campus is well underway. The campus itself is a powerful symbol of the regeneration of the Medway region, following the collapse of the traditional industries after the closure of both the Dockyard and a major part of the Army garrison in the 1980s. It is good to see the Humanities right there, at the heart of this growing and innovative centre of learning. 
Sarah Lonsdale is currently expanding the Certificate in Practical and Imaginative Writing with exciting new modules in Writing Features and Print Journalism From September 2007 this programme will be renamed the Certificate in Creative Writing and Journalism.
Literary Evening at Tonbridge
Passionate about poetry, fanatical about fiction? Then climb aboard the Night Train for an evening of literary delights on Wednesday 7 March. The University of Kent is staging its latest poetry and prose evening at the Angel Centre, Tonbridge, from 7.30pm to 10.00pm. This special event – which is free and open to all – features University staff and students reading extracts from Night Train 4, their latest anthology of creative writing.
[image: image2.png]



Authors Dr Susan Wicks, Patricia Debney and Sarah Salway, who are all lecturers at the University of Kent, will also be reading short pieces from their most recently published works.

Former Tonbridge schoolgirl and award-winning poetry author Dr Susan Wicks has written five collections of poems, two novels and a short memoir, Driving My Father. She won the Aldeburgh Poetry Festival Prize for the best first collection of the year in England and Ireland and has been shortlisted for both T.S. Eliot and Forward Prizes. Her first novel, The Key, was serialised on Women’s Hour. Her latest poetry collection is De-iced.

Dr Wicks said the event promised to be a celebration of literary talent. ‘This is a great chance to hear some of the exciting new work from writers of all age groups across the county,’ she said.

Patricia Debney’s collection of prose poetry, How to Be a Dragonfly, won the 2004 Poetry Business Book and Pamphlet Competition. Her stories and poems have been shortlisted for several prestigious writing awards, including the Asham Award. In 2001 she won the Mathew Prichard Short Story Award.

A former journalist and public relations professional, Sarah Salway has published two novels – Something Beginning With and Tell Me Everything. Her numerous short stories have seen her win several writing competitions. On the night she will read from her new short story collection, Leading The Dance.

Although admission is free, early booking for this event is highly recommended. A free glass of wine and nibbles are provided. For more information, or to find out about the Tonbridge Centre’s range of study opportunities, please call 01732 352316, send an email tonbridgeadmin@kent.ac.uk or log on to www.kent.ac.uk.

Visiting Writer from India

Sirish Rao is the Charles Wallace Trust Visiting Writer from India for Spring 2007. He arrived on 18 January and staying in the Jemmy Button staff flat, Darwin College (tel. extn. 7810).
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Sirish has written over ten books, ranging from novels to children's books, re-tellings of myths, and collections of pop art. His books have won international awards. In the Dark (Tara Publishing) received a rare special mention in the White Raven's Catalogue of the world's best children books, and his re-telling of Sophocles' Antigone, with Gita Wolf, for the J. Paul Getty Museum was nominated Outstanding Book of the Year at the US Independent Publishers Awards. Sirish Rao's books have been translated into Dutch, Italian, French, German and Korean. His work reflects his interest in art, nature, travel, eccentric people and the oddities of language. He has recently been working on Nirvana Ltd., a novel for adults, and on further re-tellings of Greek plays.
Sirish is also a director of Tara Publishing (www.tarabooks.com) - an independent publishing house known for its award-winning children's books and art books. 
We asked Sirish how he was enjoying his time at the University of Kent:

“I'm here at Kent to work on a new novel, and what I've found very energising about the School of English here is that it seems to be extremely productive and creative. There are several staff members who are writers themselves - Abdulrazak Gurnah, Scarlett Thomas, and Sue Wicks - and most of the faculty have published books in their area of expertise. Also, as I'm here at the invitation at the post-colonial literature department, it was nice to see that there is such a variety of viewpoints - Caroline Rooney from Zimbabwe, Rod Edmond from New Zealand, Abdulrazak Gurnah from Zanzibar... 

 

“In my time here, I've found it very enriching to talk to all of them about common concerns, and make some surprising discoveries. There is also a lot going on at any time, from research seminars to readings by visiting writers. Writing a novel is often a lonely task, and I must say that all the activities and conversations I've been part of here at Kent have made it less so!” 

Sirish will be staying for the term. You are very welcome to make contact with him at s.rao@kent.ac.uk.
What the Students Say…

Introducing Russell Page, Certificate in Literature…

My name is Russell and I’m coming towards the end of the first year of my part-time English Literature degree. I’ve returned to academic study after a 30 year gap and yes, I was nervous about doing it. I actually applied to do the same course last year, attended an interview, and then…pulled out at the last minute. Why did I want to do this? I’ve always been a big reader and interested in literature but would I have the self-discipline to plough through the set books if I didn’t like them? If I was floundering in ‘The Waves’ would I not just turn to ‘The Beach’? Stuck in ‘Moby Dick’ would I not just reach out for Philip Dick? What about the other students? Would anyone be like me? And how would I cope having to do essays and exams again. So how has it gone? Well…very well, thank you. Those three hours on a Tuesday morning when we have our seminars are, (don’t snigger), are just about the highlight of my week. To sit and discuss, argue, laugh about and sometimes shake your head in bewilderment at books…what joy! And yes, there is, I think, a feeling of camaraderie developing between us, a feeling of us all being in this thing together, a feeling that we’ll try to help each other to ensure that we all get through. When seminars end in a few weeks some of us plan to come in on our Tuesday mornings to share essays and help each other revise for the exams. Of course there has been the odd ‘low’. I had a ‘first year, first essay’ crisis when a combination of Wordsworth and word processing had me jacking it all in for a day or two. Then I ‘offloaded’ my anxieties onto WebCT, found everyone else felt the same and immediately felt much better. For me, just to be away from the hurly burly of the ‘real’ world for a few hours is great, strolling round the campus, a pile of books under my arm, titles outwards to show that I am a proper student here, and a student of English Literature no less. I could live like this, and aim to. I plan to go full time after my next year and leave the ‘heavy and weary weight of [the] unintelligible world’ even further behind.
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… and Frances Healy, BA in Literature

When I embarked on the part-time Certificate in English Literature course nearly six years ago I was probably at the busiest point in my life!  I had three very young children and, in my work as a Housemistress in a small independent secondary school, hardly ever left my place of work.  I wanted the perfect excuse to sit around and read really good books and possibly, having had many jobs over the years, specialise in one subject that I had always loved at school.

I tentatively made my way through those early years and the support that other members of the group gave me was brilliant.  The times that I said: “I think I might have to give up” were numerous and sometimes, especially when the next essay was due, I had to ask myself: “Why am I putting pressure on myself?”    The sense of achievement that I now feel makes all those times when I had to juggle home-life and work worthwhile.  I can hardly believe that I will be awarded a Degree this Summer, I have very nearly done it!

The course has been brilliant and varied.  I have read texts that I would never have dreamt of before and I feel enlightened and proud.  I have also met some fabulous people along the way.

Leaving my home each Monday evening over the past six years has given me a form of escape that was completely worthwhile.  Now that my children are older and with a Degree under my arm I am well placed to look into using what I have for the future.

Night Train 5

Message from Susan Wicks and Andrew McGuinness.
Students who have taken Creative Writing Modules in 2006/2007 are invited to submit work to be published in the fifth anthology of the University of Kent’s Creative Writing Programme.

This year's Night Train will be edited by Susan Wicks and Andrew McGuinness, and will follow approximately the same three-part format as Night Train 4. The anthology of about 120 pages will be published in autumn 2007 for a public launch event during the autumn term. The book will consist of a central core of ten full-length short stories produced on Part 2 undergraduate or postgraduate modules. These short stories will be put forward for consideration by your teachers, and as far as they are concerned no action is needed on your part at this stage. If one of your recent stories is chosen for inclusion in this part of the anthology you will be contacted after the spring vacation for your permission and biographical note.
Please do not submit work for this part of the anthology!
By way of hors d'oeuvre and dessert, Night Train 5 will also contain 10-15 shorter prose pieces of various kinds and 20-30 poems, and you are invited to submit up to two prose pieces and/or up to four poems for consideration. Prose pieces (short short stories, prose poems, autobiography, etc) should be up to 750 words each (please give word-length) and should be typed in 12-point and double-spaced. Poems should be single-spaced and each poem should not exceed 40 lines. Every piece of work should have a title and should be accompanied by your name and full contact details, as well as a short biographical note, which should include details of your present studies. Please give an email address that will still reach you in the summer!

For an overview of the work accepted last year and sample biographical notes, please have a look at Night Train 4, copies of which are on sale in the School of English office at £6 each.

All work should be submitted in Word as an email attachment by Wednesday 9th May to English@kent.ac.uk . You will be notified by the end of July if your submission has been chosen.
Good luck, everyone! Please send us your very best stuff. I'm looking forward to reading it.

Forthcoming events

Spinning Tales

Centre for Gender, Sexuality and Writing, Tuesdays 6-7.30pm, RX11. 

From Cavendish to Christie, from Gaskell to Greenham, knitting and needlework has featured long and strong in women’s writing and cultural construction. This (un)structured reading group will explore the theme, embroidering as it goes, unpicking material from different periods to re-thread the narrative needle…
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Tuesday 6th March: Deconstruction, Weaving and Materiality with Caroline Rooney.

Tuesday 27th March: Happy Hookers? The language of ‘Stitch ‘n’ Bitch’ and other Contemporary Knitting Manuals with Scarlett Thomas.

All welcome!

The Centre for Creative Writing is holding a series of talks and readings by writers held on Tuesday afternoons, 4-6pm in Keynes Quiet Staff Common Room. The events are free and open to all.
Tuesday 6th March: Scarlett Thomas, novelist: celebrating the recent American and British publication of Scarlett’s seventh novel, The End of Mr Y.
Tuesday 13th March: Vesna Goldsworthy, author of Chernobyl Strawberries, an extraordinary memoir about growing up in the former Yugoslavia, poetry, England and breast-cancer.

Future Conferences:

British Travellers and Equestrian Enthusiasts in Greater Syria and Arabia
25-26 May 2007 

Kipling Conference 2007

7-8 September 2007 
Some administrative matters

Module registration 2007/2008 begins on 5th March! Would any part-time students who have not returned their blue module registration forms to the School of English by the deadline of 2nd March please contact Gill Tobin G.M.Tobin@kent.ac.uk as a matter of urgency to let us know your intentions for next year. If you delay you risk missing out on the modules of your choice!
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