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Welcome

Welcome to the third edition of our regular newsletter for students, teachers and associates of the School of English’s part-time programmes in literature and creative writing. As another academic year draws to a close, we would like to pass on our best wishes for the summer and hope that you have had an enjoyable and invigorating year. We look forward to seeing you all again (together with some new faces) in the autumn. 

We are very keen to receive ideas for what you might like to see included in future editions of Agora, so please mail any comments or suggestions to Jeremy Scott on: J.D.Scott@kent.ac.uk Alternatively, you can phone Jeremy on 01227 824495.
In this issue:

- Farewell messages from Nicky Hallett and Patricia Debney

- A reminder about the School of English web forum

- Open seminar on contemporary fiction    the Tonbridge Angel Centre

- the latest from the ‘Logos’ editorial team

- some administrative matters

And it’s goodnight from her…

A message from Nicky Hallett, Director of Part-time Studies
Since this is the last newsletter before the start of the new academic year, I thought I’d take this opportunity to say ‘Adiós’. As some of you may know, after nine years in the role, I am stepping down in September as Director of Part-time Studies.

It’s been an eventful time! Some of you have been involved with part-time studies since the early days (and some of you, like me will know how hard it is to leave; it becomes a way of life) – you’ll remember we began with a relatively small if sprightly programme, up to Certificate level in Creative Writing and to Diploma level in Literature, at Canterbury and Tonbridge. We now have around 200 students studying across 10 programmes on three campuses, with degrees in both subjects. Our work at Tonbridge is now partly in conjunction with Mid-Kent College, and at Chatham we’ve moved from Bridge Wardens’ College to the new flag-ship campus at the University of Kent at Medway, in partnership with the University of Greenwich, Canterbury Christchurch University and Mid-Kent College. Our School of English now has one of the largest part-time studies programmes in the UK.

Although bigger does not necessarily mean better, in this case I think it does: we now offer more choice (of place, modules and programme), more flexibility (between campuses, mode and subject) and a complete equivalence between part-time and full-time degrees, enabling transition to post-graduate work and between awards. It will not surprise you to know that, over the last few years several of our part-time graduates gained Firsts and obtained some of the highest final grades across the School as a whole: several, as I say, are now studying for post-graduate degrees. Of course this is not our only measure of success: for many students part-time study is life-changing, and for those of us who work with you, it is life-shaping too.

Many people have contributed to this success. I’d like to pay special tribute to Lyn Innes and Malcolm Andrews, heads of department whose commitment to part-time learning drove the launch of the new programme at Chatham, underwritten by extra government funding and with a vision to expand opportunity to new populations of adult learners in our region. Peter Brown continued this enthusiasm for the programme and supported our expansion. Felicity Dunworth’s and Susan Wicks’ energies shaped developments at Tonbridge, in particular: the Creative Writing programme, initiated by Sue, began on a part-time basis there and is now a fully-fledged degree programme on all three campuses, in Canterbury through to MA level. Eugene McNulty and Paul March-Russell ably followed Felicity as administrators of the Literature programmes. I’m grateful to them, and to the current team (Emma Bainbridge, behind the CCS programme; Patricia Debney, Deputy Director of Studies – more on whom below; Jeremy Scott, instigator of this newsletter and our recent outreach work; and Gill Tobin, our excellent administrator).

I’m also grateful to tutors on the programme – around twenty or so in any one year, too many to name individually, whose commitment has ensured student success and pleasure. To those with whom I’ve worked on day-workshops, a special thanks.

Most of all, I’m grateful to students on the programme – sources of continual inspiration. It’s been a pleasure and a privilege to work with you over these years: thank you!

Of course, I am still going to be in the department, focussing with Jan Montefiore on the launch of our new Centre for Gender, Sexuality & Writing – so I hope you’ll stay in touch. For now, I wish you all the very best for your future studies …

… and it’s goodnight from her. Patricia Debney has been a fine Deputy Director of Studies for the last few years, having taught Creative Writing on the programme for several years before that. She, too, is moving on at the end of this year, to increased academic work in the School. So, of course, I’m sure you’d wish me to say a particular thank you to her!

Our roles will be filled by other people from September, all of whom will no doubt be introduced more fully in our next newsletter.

Now, some words from Patricia:

Thank you, Nicky.  It has indeed been a great pleasure working with everyone, from staff to students.  In particular I’d like to thank Peter Brown for his unflagging support, Felicity Dunworth (again!), Susan Wicks (again!) – and the fabulous current staff, in Canterbury and elsewhere:  Helena Torres, Emma Bainbridge, Jeremy Scott, Paul Sales, Esther, Karen and Denise at Tonbridge.  And the endlessly attentive and careful Gill Tobin, without whom I would certainly be lost!

Two more toasts:  first, to Nicky herself, who generously made a place for me here – thank you.  And to the students, who over the years have provided me with the most moving, funniest and inspiring moments of my teaching and writing life – it’s been wonderful.

The School of English Web Forum

Don't forget to look at the School of English forum at www.kent.ac.uk/english/forums. It's easy to register and once registered you can join as many discussion groups as you like. This is an excellent project for part time students to get involved in, to discuss seminars, exchange ideas or simply arrange a meeting at the pub!

Open Seminar on Contemporary Fiction at Tonbridge 

Centre stages free literature seminar

Literature, London and modern life will be up for discussion in a free event organised by the University of Kent’s Tonbridge Centre on Thursday 29 June. The seminar, called Whose City is it Anyway? – Views of Multi-cultural London, is open to all and will feature short talks about two novels. The University’s Dr Jeremy Scott will discuss Zadie Smith’s debut novel White Teeth, the winner of the Whitbread First Novel Award, while Denyse Straker from the Tonbridge Centre will talk about Brick Lane by Monica Ali. The speakers will then invite questions and discuss issues of personal and national identity alongside multiculturalism in Britain today.

Dr Scott said that he looked forward to an exciting event, which would raise awareness of the University’s activities in the West Kent area. ‘The subjects of the seminar are highly topical so I also expect a stimulating debate,’ he said. ‘Those attending do not need to have read the books, as the evening is also about sampling the university environment. It’s an ideal chance to find out more about studying with us.’

Students from the part-time English Literature with Creative Writing degree course at the Tonbridge Centre will also be at the event.

The seminar takes place on 29 June at the Tonbridge Angel Centre, in Angel Lane, between 7.30pm to 10pm. A free glass of wine and nibbles are provided.

For more information about the Tonbridge Centre’s range of study opportunities, including its summer programme of short courses, please call 01732 352316, email ukm-tonbridge-admin@kent.ac.uk or log on to www.kent.ac.uk.

Other news releases can also be found at: http://www.kent.ac.uk/news



Nick Ellwood

The Latest from the Logos Team

Hello!

The Logos site has been updated! It now includes:

1) *** LIVE EVENT! Poetry readings at 'Split the Lark', Sunday June 18th, Sandwich Bird Observatory, 7:30pm sharp, £3.50 entrance, wine and refreshments.

2) The short-listed entrants of the TS Eliot Prize 2006

3) News regarding this year's Canterbury Festival, and the 'My Home, Your Home' poetry project.

4) Updated submission guidelines (we'd rather have attachments now; hotmail does strange things to poems)

5) The first two logos articles on 'writing tips'. More of these to follow.

The next issue (issue 11) is planned for September/October release. We have not set a deadline yet, but you can start submitting material as soon as you like! A note - for prose submissions, please try to send stories no longer than 1500-2000 words. If it's longer than 2000 words, it'll take up an unfair amount of space in the booklet. I'm afraid brevity must be treated as a virtue. Posters have already been put up on the Canterbury Campus, but they will also be going up in Medway, Tonbridge and at West Kent College. Check these posters for further details on presentation of work (double-spacing, handing in 2 copies etc.) If you have any queries, please e-mail mlj@kent.ac.uk.

We now have a mailing list set up (which will hopefully work). If you know anyone who would like to be on the mailing list, please send us their information.

our e-mail: ukc.logos@hotmail.co.uk

our site: www.logosmagazine.blogspot.com
Many thanks, best wishes

Chris Hobday

(on behalf of the Logos editorial team)

Some administrative matters

Module registration is now complete. Further information from the module convenors will be sent out by post, and you will also receive a letter from your seminar leaders in August, introducing themselves and informing you of any preparation required for the first seminar. Also, remember that the libraries will be open during the summer vacation if you wish to prepare (or catch up on) any reading. 
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