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    Forging Connections: Defining Identities Through Text
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[image: ]Connection: The condition of being related to something else by a bond of interdependence, causality, logical sequence, coherence, or the like; relation between things one of which is bound up with, or involved in, another. (OED)
E.M. Forster’s hundred year old plea to ‘Only Connect’ is just as relevant to us today as it was to his contemporaries. In our daily lives, as well as in our academic work, we are constantly seeking to connect with something or someone, 'to live in fragments no longer.' The relationship between reader and text is as important and interesting as the relationships created within the text itself. As academics, it is our job to explore both. With every text we read, every discussion we have, and every word we write we’re breaking down barriers, crossing borders, rendering the invisible visible, and reaching new understandings. We shape identities. We make connections.
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