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MSc by Research

Molecular genetics and infectious disease in red squirrels
Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology (DICE),

School of Anthropology and Conservation, University of Kent

Supervisors:   Dr. Jim Groombridge (DICE), Tiffany Blackett (JSPCA)
Duration: 1 year


Type: MSc by Research

This project will be funded jointly by The States of Jersey Department of Planning and Environment and the Jersey Society for the Preservation of Cruelty to Animals. Funding is available to cover Home/EU tuition fees plus all research costs for 1-year (no stipend available).

The Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology at the University of Kent, in collaboration with the States of Jersey Department of Planning and Environment and the Jersey Society for the Preservation of Cruelty to Animals, is offering an exciting MSc by Research opportunity for a motivated graduate. This research project aims to study the population genetics of the free-living population of red squirrels on Jersey using a suite of molecular genetic markers, and relating these data to existing veterinary information on individual health and prevalence of infectious disease (in particular, amyloidsis) in squirrels on Jersey. The project will focus on characterising patterns of neutral and non-neutral genetic diversity amongst individuals derived from a substantial archive of specimens, quantifying extent of population structure and inbreeding, estimating population history and determining ancestral origin of this island squirrel population. This project will be based at the Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology’s conservation genetics laboratory, led by Dr. Jim Groombridge, with periods in Jersey for sampling/fieldwork.
Application deadline: Monday 24th January 2011

Start Date: ASAP

Academic requirements: Applicants should have a First or Second Class UK honours degree, or equivalent, in a relevant discipline such as genetics, conservation and/or wildlife disease. Knowledge/experience of molecular laboratory techniques would be advantageous.

Funding: Available funding will cover the tuition fees (at the UK/EU rate only) and cover all laboratory and fieldwork costs for this 1-year project. No stipend funding is available.
How to apply: Please send a CV (maximum 2-pages), a covering letter (maximum two pages) and contact details for two references, by email to Dr. Jim Groombridge (J.Groombridge@kent.ac.uk) on or before the closing date. Interviews will be held at DICE in early February 2011, with a view to the successful applicant starting as soon after as possible.
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