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Gender Futures: Law, Critique and the Struggle for Something More

3 - 4th April 2009: Conference programme 

Friday 3rd April
9.30
Registration (Room 205A)
10.00
Plenary 1: Up against law’s violence (Portland Hall)
Chair:
Oliver Phillips 
Andrea Smith – Women of color and state violence

Dean Spade – Trans politics on a neo-liberal landscape

11.30 – 11.50 Refreshments (Room 205A)
11.50 – 13.20 Panels session 1 

1a: Violence and the state (Room 211)
Chair: Kate Bedford

Sarah Keenan - A blue wristband view of history: denying colony and conquest in the death in custody of Mulrunji Doomadgee
Stephen Ashe – Gender, sexuality and the British National Party

1b: Performing gender and sexual violence (Room 212)
Chair: Rosemary Hunter

Anna Feigenbaum – Women at the wire: Protest and fences from Greenham to Gaza
Momoko Kitada – Belonging to both camps: the management of women seafarers’ gender identities between ship and shore

1c: Gender futures: Media and human rights (Room 213)
Chair: Harriet Samuels
Lieve Gies – The hard sell? Promoting the Human Rights Act

Eric Heinze & Rosa Freedman - Public awareness of human rights: Distortions in the mass media 
1d: Understanding embryos (Room 214)
Chair: Ruth Fletcher

Ruth Cain – Autogenesis and the absent mother: Reforming, reproduction in Margaret Atwood’s Oryx and Crake

Sheelagh McGuiness – Media constructions of the human embryo
Marie Fox & Marie-Andree Jacob – Embryonic hopes
13.20 – 14.20 Lunch (Room 205A)
14.20 – 15.50 Plenary II: Building new community norms and state relations (Portland Hall)
Chair: Nicola Barker

Emily Grabham – Shaking Mr Jones: Law and touch
Rosemary Hennessy – Autonomy, community and the state: Grassroots women’s leadership in Mexico

15.50 – 16.10 Refreshments (Room 205A)
16.10 – 17.40 Panels session 2

2a: The national, cultural and gender economies (Room 211)
Chair: Donatella Alessandrini

Umut Erel – Making new citizens: Mothering and migration

Kate Bedford – Development ‘Camp’: Bingo and community regeneration

Prabha Kotiswaran – Revisiting the material, recasting the contemporary sex work debates

2b: Reproductive justice (Room 212)
Chair: Rosemary Hunter 
Ruth Fletcher – Reproductive justice?

Ofra Koffman – Feminists struggles, shifting problematisations: The emergence of the problem of ‘teenage pregnancy’ in Britain

2c: Alliance and radical political formation/education (Room 213)
Chair: Rosie Harding

Davina Cooper - Touched: The politics of nudism in public
Jordi Díez – Explaining social movement success: The Mexican lesbian and gay movement and its impact on public policy

Sarah Lamble – Queer and transgender solidarity across prison walls: Experiential resonance and dissonance within prisoners’ justice activism in Canada

2d: Human rights discourse (Room 214)
Chair: Didi Herman 

Oliver Phillips - Blackmail's eclipse of innocence: How sexual agency frightens human rights

Iris Elliott – Progressing women’s human rights in Ireland: the transformative potential of local-global activism
19.00 – 23.00 The Electric Landladies gig (first set begins at 8pm)

(The Intermission Bar, University of Westminster, Marylebone campus)
Saturday 4th April

9.30 Registration/ refreshments (Room 205A)
10.00 – 11.30 Panels session 3

3a: Trans and social Identity (Room 211)
Chair: Sarah Lamble

Claire Jenkins – Straddling the scalpel of identity: a critical consideration of the social context within which transsexual people cross the sex and gender binaries

Sally Hines and Zowie Davy – “The GRA is a good start, but there’s much more to be done”: Legal change, gender diversity and recognition

Robyn Emerton – The struggle for transgender rights in Asia

3b: Marriage reform and lesbian and gay relationships (Room 212)
Chair: Rosie Harding

Marie-France Bureau – Intimacy and the limits of actual marriage law: Is reflexive law the solution?

Rosemary Auchmuty – Dissolution or disillusion? The unravelling of civil partnerships

3c: Cultural politics of resistence (Room 213)
Chair: Toni Williams

Namita Chakrabarty – Beyond culture: from Beyonce’s dream, “if you thought I would wait for you, you got it wrong” (2008), to the age of Obama
Toni Johnson - On silence, sexuality and subjectivity: rethinking agency in asylum hearings
Dominique Ying-Chih Liao – Integration or just a passing movement? Sexual movement and Taiwanese little theatres in the post-martial law era

3d: Legal equality and ‘other law’ (Room 214)
Chair: Judy Walsh

Rikki Holtmaat – From equal treatment to other law

Gemma Short – Rethinking objectivity and objectification
Anya Lapham – As if our roots were common: A theoretical history of alliance, beyond oppositional
3e: Informal conversation -  Abortion rights and embodied justice: New directions in theory, policy and practice  (Room 309A LTS) 
Facilitator: Dania Thomas

Ruth Fletcher, Rainuka Dagar, Sandra McAvoy & Ellie Lee (tbc)
11.30 – 11.50 Refreshments (Room 205A)
11.50 – 13.20 Panels session 4

4a: The utopian possibilities of decriminalisation (Room 211)
Chair: Harriet Samuels

Shraddha Chigateri – The bases of the ban on cow slaughter in India

Sotirios Santatzoglou – Decriminalisation: Possibilities, pitfalls and alternatives

Dania Thomas – No one’s business: Sex-selection, privacy and profit

4b: Postcolonialism, race /sexual violence (Room 212)
Chair: Kate Bedford

Aeyel Gross – “Does each person have a sexual orientation”?

‘Migrants against gays?’ Sexual knowledges of Islam and the ‘War on Terror’

Swati Birla – The conundrum of sexualities: some thoughts on retaining grand narratives
Jin Haritaworn – Migrants against gays? Sexual knowledges of Islam and the ‘War on Terror’
4c: Violence, legal regulation and intimate relations (Room 213)
Chair: Sarah Keenan

Tsachi Keren-Paz – Poetic Justice: Why sex-slaves should be allowed to sue ignorant clients in conversion 

Andrew Sharpe – Sharing bodies: The problem of conjoined twins
4d: Welfare reform: A roundtable discussion (Room 309A LTS) 

Facilitator: Nicola Barker 

Emily Grabham, Julie McCandless, Sarah Lamble, Jenny Smith 

13.20 – 14.20 Lunch (Room 205A)
14.20 – 15.50 Plenary III: Law, time, justice (Portland Hall)
Chair: Donatella Alessandrini 

Nivedita Menon: Outlawing the law: Towards an anarchist-feminist practice of justice
Lisa Adkins: Feminism, time and the future of gender
15.50 - 16.15 Thanks to mark the end of the AHRC CentreLGS project

Drinks Reception
1

