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SECTION A

Please provide an assessment of how the aims and objectives of the research programme have been advanced in the first year of funding - providing: a summary of activities in the first year; progress made in recruiting research assistants/other staff to this project if appropriate; and an assessment of whether you consider the centre to be on course to deliver its stated aims and objectives within the period of the award. Finally, please explain and justify any slippage that may have occurred in terms of missed milestones.

	Introduction & Summary

by Professor Davina Cooper
CentreLGS has had a strong first year; while a priority for this year has been establishing Centre structures and processes, the Centre has exceeded the targets set in the operational plan; and has gained a visibility nationally and internationally that also outstrips our expectations. The Centre builds upon a history of activities in the law, gender and sexuality area within the three institutions. However, as the report shows, the value it has added is clearly evident. Throughout the report, we highlight the activities organised by the Centre, and provide some evaluation of our first year’s achievements.

CentreLGS was not intended to be a single research project, but to support and extend work in a cluster of substantive research areas, driven by a methodological and theoretical orientation that was critical, inter-disciplinary and rooted in the intersection of social relations of inequality. While the list of outputs demonstrates the publications flowing from Centre members, our aim is to stimulate, extend and help build the field more generally through our events, visiting fellows’ scheme, dissemination, new career entrant and training initiatives, and policy work.


The activities discussed in this report (except where otherwise identified) would not have happened without the Centre. While many of the benefits generated by the Centre are tangible (funded visitors, government consultation responses, articles, workshops), others are less so – such as the way AHRC funding and Centre events are enhancing confidence and energy in the field, the intellectual interchanges of non-Centre members at these events (including the sharing of research publications), and the contribution of the Centre to a broadening and deepening of scholarly analysis. We are also seeing a number of students being attracted to the Centre to do PhDs, some of whom first made contact through attending our workshops and colloquia.


Clearly many of our publications out this year were written before the Centre came into being; these publications represent the fruits of earlier activities by our institutions in this area; they also operate as Centre inputs that will provide the basis for future discussion and future work. New research, and publications now coming on stream, are shaped and challenged by Centre workshops, visitors and the exchanges between Centre members across the 3 institutions. A further benefit has been the Directors’ time, thanks to Centre funding, which has allowed us to think strategically across the institutions and the thematic priorities, to organise events, and to support members’ scholarship.

In the thematic priority sections below, we address the ways in which we are meeting our intellectual research priorities in different areas. Overall, perhaps, our biggest achievement from this first year has been to raise the profile of ‘intersectionality’ as a problematic that needs addressing and to provide an environment in which different ways of addressing it have been explored. Since establishing and developing the conceptual underpinnings to the Centre was this year’s intellectual priority, this focus on intersectionality through our international workshop, visiting fellowship scheme, annual lecture, policy responses, as well as in some of the scholarship flowing from the Centre is appropriate.

The Centre has also brought about significant developments within and amongst the three partner HEI’s. Within the institutions it brought together scholars working in the relevant fields who had not associated with each other before and sometimes did not even know each other. For example, at Westminster University researchers in the Capital Punishment Centre and the criminologists got together to organise and participate in shared Centre activities which was quite new. The Centre has made a huge difference to some isolated PhD students at Westminster University who were able to meet with other PhD students from the University of Kent and Keele University whilst participating in Centre events.  The presence of the Centre has brought about a real sense of working together, enabling Centre members to contact each other across institutions in a direct and informal way as one would contact a colleague in one’s own institution.

Section A of this report includes the following sub-sections:

1) Recruitment, Management and Advisory Boards

2) Activities

3) Advancement of Aims and Objectives & Progress Assessment
1) Recruitment, Management and Advisory Boards

1.1   The Director, Davina Cooper, (Kent) and Associate Directors, Rosemary Auchmuty (Westminster) and Sally Sheldon (Keele), started in post on 1 June 2004. Sally Sheldon was subsequently successful in being awarded a 2 year ESRC Research Fellowship and Ruth Fletcher replaced her as Associate Director on 1 October 2004.

1.2   Research Fellow (Associate): Emily Grabham started in post on 1 July 2004. The post will end 31 May 2007.

1.3   Coordinator:  Carol Moran started in post on 1 June 2004 and left on 1 November 2004. Anisa de Jong started in post on 20 January 2005. (Note: this post replaces the posts of 1 full-time administrator and 1 part-time secretary mentioned in the original application in order for the post to be at a point on the pay scale that better reflects the role and responsibilities.) 

1.4   All Thematic Priority Coordinators have been appointed and these are:

· Key Concepts and Methods: Didi Herman (Kent)

· Healthcare and Bioethics: Ruth Fletcher (Keele)

· Cultural Studies: Michael Thomson (Keele)

· Governance and Regulation: Joanne Conaghan (Kent)

· International: Oliver Phillips (Westminster)

The Centre’s work on postgraduate training is being led by Rosemary Auchmuty, the Centre’s Associate Director at Westminster University. She is assisted by Rosie Harding, a doctoral student in law, gender and sexuality at the University of Kent, who is funded by a studentship from the University.

1.5   The Management Committee first met on 1 October 2001. The next scheduled meeting on 4th March 2005 had to be cancelled due to severe weather conditions, resulting in cancellation of public transport services. The third scheduled MC meeting was held on 15 June 2005.

1.6   Centre Administration Meetings attended by core members of the Centre and others have been held on 27 June 2004, 13 November 2004 and 20 May 2005. In addition, the (Associate) Directors, Research Fellow and Centre Coordinator have met regularly throughout the first year of the project. 

1.7   A UK Advisory Board was appointed (please see a list of UK AB members attached) with Alison Diduck (UCL) and Daniel Monk (Birkbeck) as co-chairs. The UK AB held its first meeting on 6 May 2005. The AB agreed to have one formal meeting per year (instead of 2 meetings as stated in the original application), with additional meetings on specific developments. In addition, the Centre will have on-going email contact with the AB as a whole or with specific members to draw on their experience and knowledge. The UK AB and MC agreed that one of the co-chairs of the AB should attend MC meetings on a rotating basis, forming a formal link with the MC. MC members, in particular AHRC representatives to the MC, will be invited to the AB as and when appropriate.

In addition, an International Advisory Board has been appointed. Please see a list of members of the International Advisory Board attached. The IAB will not meet in person, but regular consultations on specific issues are taking place via email. IAB members will also be invited to events that cohere with their specific research interest and expertise.

1.8   Membership to the Centre is open to staff and PhD students working in the field in the 3 Centre member HEIs. Current membership is 65.

2) Activities

In this section we list the activities the Centre undertook in year 1. In the next section we will assess the impact these activities have had on the delivery of the Centre’s aims and objectives.

2.1   Launch event

An event for the Centre’s launch was held on 24 September 2004 at the University of Kent. We were delighted to have Nira Yuval-Davis, Professor in Gender, Sexualities and Ethnic Studies at the University of East London, and Carl Stychin, Professor of Law and Social Theory at the University of Reading, as our two launch speakers. The launch was attended by 87 people, including Centre members; EU delegates; University dignitaries and legal practitioners. 

2.2   One day workshop: Colloquium: ‘Text and Terrain’

This colloquium took place on 25 September 2005 at the University of Kent following on from the launch event. The Colloquium sought to explore the interface between social science and humanities methods in the analysis of Law, Gender and Sexuality. Presentations were given by ten leading scholars in the field in three panels:

1. Disciplinary Engagements: Beyond the Humanities/Social Science Dichotomy

2. Complex Readings: Mapping Textual Traces, Absences and Effects

3. Are Texts Enough: Making Space for Context and Other Textual Departures

The event was attended by 65 people. (Note: the title of this workshop is different to the title mentioned in the original application but covered a similar subject.)

2.3   Annual Lecture

The Centre’s first Annual Lecture was held on Friday 18 March 2005 at Westminster University by Kendall Thomas: “If There Is Such a Thing: Race, Sex, and the Politics of Enjoyment in the Killing State”. Kendall Thomas is Nash Professor of Law and Co-Director of the Center for the Study of Law and Culture at Columbia University, New York. Approximately 80-100 people attended the lecture and reception, including Centre members, academics from other institutions, and non-academics. A link to the full text of the Annual Lecture has been made available on our website: http://www.kent.ac.uk/clgs/events/annual_lecture05.htm. Kendall Thomas was interviewed in the Radio 4 programme ‘Thinking Allowed’ on 16 March 2005 (see also para 3.4).

2.4   Weekend Workshop: Conference: ‘Theorising Intersectionality’

This Conference took place 21-22 May 2005 at Keele University.  The aim of the event was to explore the analytical juncture where relations of gender or sexuality meet other social relations, including ethnicity, faith, race, age, disability, and class. The Conference focus was at a theoretical level: asking how best to conceptualise and understand this intersection. It also explored the intersection empirically: as it takes shape in various social settings - and as it is understood by diverse social agencies and institutional discourses - including, but not limited to, law.

Sherene Razack was a plenary speaker at the event. She is Professor in Sociology and Equity Studies in Education at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto. (Unfortunately the second plenary speaker, Iris Marion Young, Professor of Political Science at the University of Chicago (USA), could not attend at the last minute for serious medical reasons. Her paper written for this event is downloadable from our website and we anticipate her participation in future events.)

The Conference attracted 109 participants of which 46 presented a paper at one of the panels (see panel details attached), including a large proportion of international participants (see also para. 3.1)

2.5   Launch Visiting Scholar Scheme

The Visiting Scholar Scheme has been launched and in the first year of the Centre we received the following visitors, funded by the Centre:

· Nkoli Aniekwu from the University of Benin, Nigeria. She visited for four weeks in March 2005 staying and giving a paper at both Kent and Keele. She works on reproductive health issues.

· Sherene Razack from OISE, Toronto, Canada. She visited the Centre in May 2004 and presented papers at all 3 partner institutions and at the Conference ‘Theorising Intersectionality’ (para. 2.4).

· Delila Amir from Tel Aviv University, Israel. She visited for six weeks at the University of Kent in April and May 2005. Her work is on women’s experiences of their body, in particular the reproductive body.

· Jon Goldberg-Hiller from the University of Hawaii, USA visited and gave a paper at the University of Kent in May 2005.

In addition, Keele University welcomed 7 visitors from Australia, India, Malaysia, Switzerland, the USA, and the UK on its independent Gender, Sexuality and Law visiting fellowship over the last year. These visitors contributed to cross-institutional Centre related events (e.g. Vicki Toscano, USA, at the British Academy funded workshop in May 2005 on ‘The State, Governance and Citizenship’) as well as local Centre events (e.g. Michelle Cottier, Switzerland, at a ‘Childhood, Gender and Sexuality’ seminar).  Keele visitor Lakshmi Arya, India, also visited and presented her work at Kent, and contributed to the Conference ‘Theorising Intersectionality’ (para. 2.4).

Several more visits by international scholars have been planned for the Centre’s second year, including:

· Nan Seuffert, Associate Professor and Director of Graduate Programmes, University of Waikato, New Zealand

· Dr Stephen Thomsen, Deputy Director, Sydney Institute of Criminology, University of Sydney, Australia, and Lecturer at the University of Newcastle, Australia

· Prabha Kotiswaran, Hauser Doctoral Fellow, John F Kennedy School of Government, Harvard Law School, USA

· Dr Toni Lester, Associate Professor of Law, Babson College, USA

2.6   Launch Associate Fellow Scheme (‘Visiting Associate’ in original application)

This Scheme has been launched and is due to be implemented in the second year of the Centre (as originally planned). We have already received several applications under this scheme for visits during the second year of the Centre, including:

· Raquel Platero, Madrid, Spain. A political activist and researcher on the political agenda of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender issues and gender equality policies in Spain.

· Suhraiya Jivraj, UK. An activist and researcher on Muslim LGBT issues aiming to examine the representation of Muslims in queer activism.

· Ms Wahyuningrum, Bankkok, Thailand. Program Coordinator for Southeast Asia in Child Workers in Asia Foundation. Doing a study on public policy in relation to trafficking of women for sexual purposes.

· Alison Bechdel, USA. A cartoon artist known for her work on gender and sexuality.

2.7   Develop and run postgraduate training

· The Centre set up an on-line postgraduate network which currently has 39 subscribers

· A postgraduate day workshop took place on the 20 March 2005 at Westminster University in which 23 postgraduate participants took part. Participants included Centre members, postgraduate students from other UK institutions and from overseas institutions (including one participant from Russia).

· Centre members are providing ongoing research supervision and there are 11 doctoral student Centre members:

· Titilayo Aderibigbe, Law, University of Kent, working on reproductive rights in Nigeria.

· Adam Bourne, Psychology, Keele University working on sexually transmitted diseases and psychosocial predictions of safe sex behaviour in different gender and sexual orientation groups.

· Mary Ewert, Law, Keele University working on reproductive rights particularly in relation to teen access to confidential services.

· Rosie Harding, Law, University of Kent, working on same-sex marriage and civil partnership, legal consciousness, discrimination law, lesbian and gay rights and human rights.

· Toni Johnson, Law, University of Kent, working on the position of the lesbian and gay refugee claimant in British immigration and refugee law using Drucilla Cornell’s theory of the ‘imaginary domain’ and Homi Bhabha’s ‘Location of Culture’.

· Nicola Barker, Law, Keele University, working on a critical analysis of the role of state recognition of same-sex relationships.

· Sonya Fernandez, Law, University of Kent. Her thesis explores the ways colonial imaginings of the ethnic individual permeate both law and society.

· Yoke-Lian  Lee, SPIRE, Keele University. Her thesis is on the relationship between sovereignty, gender and human rights. It explores the gendered nature of international human rights law and the ways in which law categorises its subjects.

· Julie McCandless, Law, Keele University, working on the comparative exploration of discourses of motherhood and fatherhood in UK law, with the aim of exposing their foundational gender-based assumptions and suggesting ideas for legal reform.

· Judy Walsh, Law, Keele University, working on equality and social inclusion; Critical Legal Theory; Egalitarian Theory; Human Rights and Equality Law.

· Olga Palevich, Law, University of Kent, working on a PhD entitled ‘A Feminist Analysis of Law in Relation to Trafficking in Women’.
· Caroline Derry, Law, Westminster University, working on lesbians and criminal law.
· During its first year, the Centre has also attracted several new applications from (prospective) PhD students, including:

· Jess Cole, incoming 2005 PhD student and recipient of University Studentship, Law, Keele University, will be working on legal regulation of transgender issues including access to medical services.

· Kathryn Gilbert, incoming 2005 PhD student and recipient of GSL studentship, Law, Keele University, will be working on feminist and communitarian theory, gender and mental health.

· Lesley Irvine, incoming 2005 PhD student, Law, University of Kent will be working on European constitutionalism and gender mainstreaming

· Raquel Platero, an incoming 2005 PhD student, Law, University of Kent will be working on lesbian and gay public law issues in Spain

· Reyhan Chunara, incoming 2005 PhD student, Law, University of Kent will be working on Sexual violence

· Saray Forti, incoming 2005 PhD student, Law, University of Kent will be working on international human rights

· The Centre financially supported student members to attend conferences and specifically supported postgraduate members to take part at the annual Law and Society Association (LSA) Conference in Las Vegas (see para. 2.8).

· Additional British Academy funding for the Conference ‘Theorising Intersectionality’ freed up resources from Conference income to financially support seven (mostly international) doctoral students to attend the Conference.

· The Centre organised a panel for postgraduate student Centre members at the Socio-Legal Studies Association (SLSA) Conference in Liverpool in April 2005

2.8   Conference and Seminar presentations

The Centre provided financial support to several Centre members participating at Conferences:

· Andrew Francis (Keele) was awarded £600.00 to attend the Law and Society Association Conference in Las Vegas, USA, 2-5 June 2005 and present a paper. (Relevant to TP2 research programme Governance and Regulation.)

· Emily Grabham (the Centre’s Research Fellow, Kent) was awarded £600.00 to attend the Law and Society Association Conference in Las Vegas, USA, 2-5 June 2005 and present a paper. (Relevant to TP2 research programme Governance and Regulation.)

As part of the Centre’s postgraduate training scheme, the following doctoral student members were also supported:

· Toni Johnson (doctoral student, Kent) was awarded £300 to attend the Law and Society Association Conference in Las Vegas, USA, 2-5 June 2005 and participate in the LSA graduate workshop (competitively selected and partially funded by the LSA).

· Rosie Harding (doctoral student, Kent) was awarded £400 to attend, and extend the Centre’s Postgraduate Network at, the Law and Society Association Conference in Las Vegas, USA, 2-5 June 2005 and participate in the LSA graduate workshop (competitively selected and partially funded by the LSA).

· Olga Palevich (doctoral student, Kent) was awarded £300 to attend the annual meeting of the International Sociological Association in South Africa, 7-9 July 2005

2.9   Production, launch and maintenance of website resources
The Centre LGS website went live in November 2004 and has attracted a large number of visitors (from 2895 in December 2004 growing to 8243 in May 2005). The website includes information on Centre activities, news, details of Centre members and research undertaken as well as abstracts of papers presented at Centre events. (See also section C: outputs and the Website Usage Report attached) 

2.10   Produce a Centre LGS Newsletter

The Centre’s first annual newsletter was printed in May 2005 (copy enclosed). See section C: outputs for more information.
2.11   Development of Thematic Research

Ongoing activities in all three institutions include regular ‘work in progress’ seminars by Centre members and visiting speakers and reading groups. Several Centre members have been financially supported by the Centre in advancing their relevant research areas:

· Michael Thomson received £200 to employ a research assistant to provide initial research for the introductory chapter of a monograph (Medicine Man, Routledge contracted) that interrogates the relationship between masculinity, (reproductive) health and law.  This project contributes to the TP2 research programme Healthcare and Bio-ethics (para. 3.2b) 

· Andrea Jarman was granted £584 for travel and subsistence to do empirical research in Edinburgh to examine the role of women in Scotland’s custom disputes in the nineteenth century. This project contributes to the TP2 research programme Governance and Regulation (para. 3.2a) 

· Christian Klesse was granted £600 towards travel, subsistence and transcription costs in relation to a pilot study for a larger research project titled: “Non-monogamous relationships, parenting experience and family practices in the UK”. This project contributes to TP1 - Key Concepts and Methods (para. 3.1). 

· Ruth Fletcher received £300 towards research assistance for a research project into the analysis of the parliamentary debates on the Irish citizenship referendum which will contribute to a larger project on the relationship between race and Irishness as it is changing and developing through the regulation of reproduction. This project contributes to Thematic Priority 1 - Key Concepts and Methods (para. 3.1) and the TP2 research programme Healthcare and Bio-ethics (para. 3.2b)

· Rosemary Auchmuty was granted £560 to support a large research project about the first women law students in English Universities. The contributions will go towards the employment of a research assistant, travel expenses and retrieval of archival materials. This project contributes to TP2 research programme Popular Culture (para. 3.2c).  

· Lieve Gies received £598 toward travel and subsistence during a visiting research fellowship at the Institute for Social Sciences at Tampere University in Finland, exploring the relevance of cultural studies methodologies in developing a social-legal approach to the study of law, media and popular culture. The project contributes to a book under contract with Glasshouse Press (2007) Out of the extraordinary: unspectacular law and the media. This project contributes to TP1 - Key Concepts and Methods (para. 3.1).

· Davina Cooper was granted £600 to support a visit to Toronto in order to conduct interviews and archival research relating to the place and regulation of public, collective sexual activity among women. This project contributes to the TP2 research programme Governance and Regulation (para. 3.2a) 

For more information also see para. 3 below on the Advancement of the Aims and Objectives under TP 1 and TP 2.  Publications within the Thematic Priorities and research programmes by Centre members are listed in the publications attachment and see section C: outputs.

2.12   Facilitate interaction between academics and non-academics

Centre events and staff seminars have been open to and attended by non-academics, for example local residents have attended Centre organised seminars at the University of Kent; two members of the campaigning organisation Liberty attended the Centre’s launch; two employees of the Gender Unit of Amnesty International attended the Annual Lecture and several activists and practitioners attended the Conference on ‘Theorising Intersectionality’.

The Centre’s research fellow has been liaising with Alison Bechdel, an American cartoon artist known for her work on gender and sexuality, to plan a visit in year 2 of the project.

The Centre has not prioritised the facilitation of interaction between academics and non-academics in its first year because of an existing joint project by the same three partner HEIs and organised by Centre members: a 2 year ESCR funded seminar series focussing on the academic and non-academic interface in relation to law, gender and sexuality. The last seminar of this series will be in September 2005, and the Centre will seek to build upon and extend this work.
2.13   Policy consultations

The Centre has produced two responses to major government consultations in the area of law, gender and sexuality. (See section C: outputs). Our response to the Department of Constitutional Affair’s (DCA) consultation Increasing Diversity in the Judiciary (October 2004, CP 25/04) was directly quoted four times in the DCA’s report on the consultation, and referenced eight times.

2.14   Grant applications

· The Centre made a successful grant application to the British Academy and received £3,500 for a visit by Professor Susan Boyd, UBC, Canada. She will conduct research on father’s rights and visit for a month in September 2005.

· The British Academy also granted the Centre £1858 to support some of the costs for speakers at the Conference ‘Theorising Intersectionality’ held at Keele University 21-22 May 2005

· An application to Leverhulme for a Professorial Fellowship for Professor Martha Fineman (Emory, USA) for £28,985 has been submitted.

· Preparations for an application to Leverhulme for a funded international research network with partners in the USA, Canada, Ireland, India and Southern Africa continues. We aim to submit this application in December 2005.

· The Centre submitted one unsuccessful application to the DTI in order to run a one day conference bringing European and North American activists and academics together to generate a comparative view on the new sexual orientation regulations.

Centre members have made other applications to support work in the law, gender and sexuality field, including to the ESRC and Leverhulme. 

2.15   Other activities

The Centre is currently piloting a web-based agony aunt initiative (www.kent.ac.uk/clgs/mmebasya.htm) under the pen name of Madame Basya (a senior Centre member). The aim of the initiative is to use humour as an inter-disciplinary means of exploring the politics and practice of the legal academy.

2.16   During year 1 the Centre commenced work towards the organisation of the following events:

· A postgraduate panel and a panel on race at the Critical Legal Conference. University of Kent, September 2005.

· A 1,5 day symposium within TP2’s research programme Healthcare and Bioethics entitled “Engendering Bioethics”, Keele University, 17-18 November 2005

· A two day workshop within TP2’s research programme Popular Culture entitled “There is no Politics without Fantasy: Gender, Sexuality and Cultural Studies in Law”, Keele University, 19-20 April 2006

· A one day workshop within TP2’s research programme Governance and Regulation entitled “Revisiting Governing from Feminist and Queer Perspectives”, University of Kent, 29 June 2006. Agreed plenary speakers include Mariane Valverde, University of Toronto, Canada. For scheduling reasons and to avoid conflicting with other related conference events, this and the next event will occur at the start of year 3.

· An International Conference entitled “Up against the Nation-States of Feminist Legal Theory”, University of Kent, 30 June – 1 July 2006. This event will be held in conjunction with a research project ‘Exploring Key Concepts in Feminist Legal Theory’, which is run jointly by Professor Martha Fineman (Emory, USA) and Professor Sally Sheldon (Keele University), and partly funded by the British Academy. The event is being organised by the Centre. Agreed plenary speakers for this event include Ratna Kapur, Centre for Feminist Legal Research, Delhi, India and Margaret Davies, Flinders University, Adelaide, Australia.

· Discussions with Liberty continue regarding a joint conference in Autumn 2006 on ‘Gender and Human Rights’, bringing together practitioners and academics, subject to funding applications proving successful.

· Early discussions on a small symposium with Southern or Eastern Africa involving Centre members and a number of linked participants from the region to explore the limits and possibilities of appropriate adaptation of methodological and theoretical frameworks in both research and pedagogy from one region to another.
3) Advancement of Aims and Objectives &

Progress Assessment
All the above activities have successfully advanced the Centre’s main aim, which is: to pioneer and facilitate work that analyses, investigates and deepens understanding of the relationship between Law, Gender and Sexuality. (See also above under introduction & summary.)

Below is an assessment of how these Centre’s activities have advanced the Centre’s objectives, which have been subdivided under the four Thematic Priorities under the following headings:

3.1 Thematic Priority 1: Key Concepts and Methods

3.2 Thematic Priority 2: Clustered Thematic Research

3.3 Thematic Priority 3: Comparative / Cross-National Perspectives

3.4 Thematic Priority 4: Centre of Expertise and Dissemination

The progress of these objectives has been assessed using the following performance measures (as indicated in our application):

           Numerical Indicators

· Number and diversity of publications by Centre member scholars arising out of Centre LGS’s work

· Number of attendees at events and conferences

· Website hits / usage

· Number of new doctoral students attracted by the Centre and their progress and completion

· Ability to attract other sources of funding for parts or all of Centre’s work

· New collaborative research initiated as a result of the Centre’s activities

          Qualitative and Evaluative Measures

· Minutes of review meetings held after Centre LGS events to evaluate effectiveness

· Feedback questionnaires from workshops, conferences, forums, colloquia

· Referee comments from peer-reviewed journals, grants bodies and publishers

· Reviews of books authored by Centre members

· Career developments and progress of new entrants

· Feedback questionnaires from Visiting Scholars and Associate Fellows

· Director’s report to the MC on the Centre LGS’s progress

· Feedback from the AB and MC

3.1  Thematic Priority 1: Key Concepts and Methods

CentreLGS Objective 1:

Pioneer and facilitate the development of theoretical building blocks and ‘linking mechanisms’, and the exploration of analytical and theoretical issues relating to key concepts and methods relevant to work in gender, sexuality and law, including:

1.1 Broadening the field of studies by using philosophical, historical, doctrinal, literary and cultural methods to analyse legal issues relating to gender and sexuality, in particular, developing the application of humanities methods to ‘law in practice’ research.

1.2 Deepening theorisation of relations of inequality in particular to explore how gender and sexuality intersect other social relations, including class, disability, ethnicity, and race. 

Progress Assessment by the Thematic Priority Coordinator Professor Didi Herman:

The Priority 1 objectives have advanced well.  The ‘Text and Terrain’ event included several papers reflecting on the relationship between humanities methods and legal research (Ahmed, Collier, Smart, Threadgold).  This event, as well as the methods discussion at our first postgraduate workshop, began a conversation on the relationship between the humanities and the social sciences within the Centre’s research, one that will be directly pursued in next year’s cultural studies event (TP2). The challenge for the Centre in the meantime is to creatively advance this objective (1.1. above) outside the context of events and member publications.  This will be a priority for the TP 1 co-ordinator in the coming year.  One element of pursuing this objective will involve the visit in 2006 of cartoonist Alison Bechdel who will discuss arts-based methods with Centre scholars. We are also encouraging PhD students to develop the application of humanities techniques (cultural studies, history and philosophy esp.) in their legal study, including in the study of non-textual data – eg, reading socio-legal and social science
practices. The Centre has provided a base that is attracting PhD students and a place where they can develop this work.

The Centre’s prioritisation of ‘intersectionality’ is both timely and important. The imminent introduction of a new Commission for Equality and Human Rights in the UK demands the construction of a conceptual and legal framework through which problems of intersectionality can be better understood and addressed. The Centre’s work on intersectionality has made theorising relations of inequality central to the concerns of scholars within and without the Centre.  The very successful (see para 2.4) ‘Theorising Intersectionality’ conference provoked both reflection on taken-for-granted assumptions, and new thinking about ways forward.  Methodological issues arose – for example, how do we manage the complexity of intersectionality within both our work and institutional sites of analysis?  If intersectionality is a method, how do we conceptualise the researcher’s own role and position?  A concern of many speakers and attendees was how to move beyond identity, as well as theorising how identity is defined or which identities count.  An underlying unease with the entire notion of intersectionality was one of the most interesting aspects to emerge from the event and one we will follow up.  The edited collection planned to follow from this event will contain a substantial introduction and conclusion (by Cooper, Grabham and Herman) moving these and other questions forward. 

In addition to the Intersectionality Conference, objective 1.2 above has been furthered in a range of ways.  CentreLGS is organising a ‘critical race’ stream at the upcoming Critical Legal Conference, and issues of inequality and intersectionality were highlighted in Centre-related events such as the ESRC seminar on ‘Work and Care’. The Centre’s ‘work-in-progress’ seminar series also furthered these concerns.  Professor Sherene Razack came as a Visiting Scholar and, in addition to giving several papers directly addressing issues of inequality and intersectionality, held individual meetings with many Centre scholars and discussed these issues with them. The British Academy-funded visit of Professor Boyd in September will also contribute to these developments as her work brings together issues of gender, sexuality, and economy. The importance of considering intersectional issues was also central to the Centre’s two responses to government consultations and highlights the Centre’s work in bringing theoretical perspectives to bear on the policy-making process.

Performance measures:

· Nineteen publications by eight Centre scholars under this Thematic Priority (see list of publications attached and also see section C: Outputs)
· Number of attendees at events and conferences:

The Colloquium ‘Text and Terrain’ (para. 2.2) was attended by 65 people. The number of attendees slightly exceeded expectations. 
The Conference ‘Theorising Intersectionality’ (para. 2.4) attracted 109 participants. This conference was initially planned as a small ‘workshop’, however interest in it was greater than anticipated and attendance was well above expectations.

· The British Academy supported the Conference ‘Theorising Intersectionality’ with a grant of £1858 (see also above 2.14)

· New collaborative research initiated as a result of the Centre’s activities include:

An edited collection based on papers from the Intersectionality Conference is currently being pursued by Cooper, Grabham and Herman.
CentreLGS is working in collaboration with the Critical Legal Conference to host a ‘critical race theory’ stream at the 2005 annual conference as well as a panel featuring the work of some of our postgraduate scholars and Research Fellow (Grabham, Harding, Johnson) 
· Minutes of review meetings held after Centre LGS events to evaluate effectiveness:

At the review meeting following the Conference ‘Theorising Intersectionality’ it was agreed that the event generally went very well and was effective in bringing together a good mixture of people from various disciplines and at different stages in their career. The event created the right atmosphere for exchange and development of the objectives for this TP. 

· Feedback questionnaires from workshops, conferences, forums, colloquia:

The evaluation forms for both the Colloquium ‘Text and Terrain’ and the Conference were very positive with most participants stating the events were ‘excellent’ or ‘very good’. Some quotes in response to the question: “Has this event deepened and/or widened your knowledge and understanding of intersectionality?” on the Evaluation form for the Conference are:

“I thought the conference took the concept of intersectionality in surprisingly and productively diverse directions. In particular, it did not get 'stuck' in a politics of identity framework and it did not generate a discursive dynamic in which women disappeared from view. On the contrary, the concept was deployed in many of the papers to deepen our understandings of the multiple experiences of women under law.”
“Yes, because it has both validated and problematised the concept. It was very important for me because I do tend to forget about dimensions I’m not focussing on.”

“Absolutely, particularly in relation to questioning the limitations of intersectionality theory and the need to now historicise the intersectional methodology.”

“The conference as a whole has helped me think about intersectionality more as a theoretical tool, and about its uses beyond discrimination law in the feminist project.”

“The conference was instructive for simultaneously exposing the limitations of intersectionality and its continuing necessity for the delineation of contemporary legal and political subjects and I have found the human-geographic dimension explored at the conference has already started to influence my thinking about my own work.”

“Bringing together legal and non-legal scholars was a great idea, as it made clear that theorising intersectionality in different disciplines brings up different issues.”

“I am clearer that I will deploy intersectional analysis more rigorously as a critical device but not necessarily as a productive theory.”

3.2 Thematic Priority 2: Clustered Thematic Research
CentreLGS Objective 2

Develop and facilitate a programme of original and interdisciplinary research and scholarship on law, gender and sexuality in three thematic areas:

a) Governance and Regulation

b) Healthcare and Bio-ethics

c) Popular Culture

 

3.2 a) Research Programme in Governance and Regulation. Progress Assessment by the Coordinator Professor Joanne Conaghan:

The core focus of this research project is on the implications for law, gender and sexuality of techniques and processes of governance, with particular emphasis on how these techniques and processes are productive of, and resistant to, inequality, disadvantage and exclusion. Core questions, as identified in the Strategic and Operational plan, include: how Gender, Sexuality and Law studies can contribute to the conceptualisation of legal and policy developments (in national, cross-national and international contexts); how particular areas of law have been gendered historically, and how and why such gendered legal arrangements may be changing; how GSL scholarship can contribute to more aspirational and utopian legal and political projects; and how a focus on governance and regulation  can throw light on policy initiatives in the equality field particularly in the context of furthering understandings of, and responses to, intersectional inequality. Overall the project is one which sees law as a repository of a set of governance and regulatory techniques through which power may be both exercised and resisted.  

During the course of the Centre’s first year, a key focus of the governance and regulation project has been to harness these more general research questions to the particular research interests and activities of Centre members with a view to pursuing in depth certain core areas and contexts, thus giving coherence and direction to the project overall. Three areas of studies have emerged as particularly significant in the context of Centre members’ work on governance and regulation. These are (1) concepts of citizenship and state, (2) the regulation of intimate relations, and (3) the regulation of communities in the context of conceptions of civil society. Within the Centre, at least 8 scholars are addressing questions of citizenship directly or indirectly, at least 11 locate their research primarily within the sphere of regulation of intimate relations and at least 8 scholars are concerned with issues arising from community activism and the relationship between state and civil society.  The centrality of these themes is also evident in a significant number of Centre scholars’ publications.

In the context of citizenship, a primary goal is to assess both the progressive and regressive dimensions of citizenship discourse in a GSL context. An additional concern is to track the rise and deployment of ideas of citizenship (explicit or implicit) in governance contexts. Citizenship here includes notions of economic citizenship (particularly in relation to participation in paid work), sexual citizenship (encompassing strategies to extend or withhold full citizenship rights on the basis of sexuality) and national/supranational citizenship (highlighting GSL issues in the context of questions of immigration, asylum, development and human rights).  A focus on the regulation of intimate relations sets out to dispel understandings of intimacy as outside the sphere of law and tracks the many ways in which intimacy, including sexual intimacy, is constructed and produced through law. Key contexts here include same sex partnerships, marital/shared property rights, transgender law reform, the regulation of sexual offences and sexual/gendered violence. The focus on communities and activism is primarily concerned with how non-state actors are positioned in and regulated by law and the role of gender and sexuality in this regulatory context. It encompasses work focused on the strategic deployment of law for social/public interest purposes, the incorporation of communities within law and state policy implementation, and the regulation of intra-community conflicts (or potential conflicts). Much of this work is also grounded in or engaged with a normative framework which is equality-seeking.

By identifying and taking forward three key areas of citizenship, intimate relations and communities, the Centre has a clearly-defined intellectual framework for pursuing the research questions around governance and regulation identified in the operational plan. 

Centre activities (see above) dovetailed with 2 other funded schemes to support work in the research programme. This included 3 relevant events within the ESRC funded seminar series (this series ends September 2005):

· A workshop on Gender-Auditing the Human Rights Act in June 2004 at the University of Kent. This collaboration by Centre Members resulted in a special issue of Feminist Legal Studies in 2005 (of which 5 of the 8 published papers were Centre member publications)

· A workshop in the Spring of 2005 at University of Westminster on Sex and Criminal Justice, which focused, in particular, on issues relating to the regulation of sexuality, and protection from gender or sexuality-based violence.

· A one-day workshop in June 2005 on the Legal Regulation of Unpaid Caregiving. This was organised by Centre members and included a number of presentations by Centre members on issues relating to both the regulation of intimate relations and aspects of citizenship (particularly economic citizenship).

· The fourth relevant event was a research workshop in May 2005 at Keele University on state, governance and citizenship. This was an initiative of Centre members, in collaboration with other scholars, and supported by the British Academy, the Feminist Legal Theory Project and by CentreLGS.
During the first year of the Centre’s operation, a key task has been to identify threads and linkages between different kinds of research in the area of governance and regulation, and to give some concrete shape to future plans and directions, with a view to taking forward and developing those aspects of Centre members’ research activity which best address the core research questions identified in the Operational Plan. We feel that task has now successfully been completed and that a clear context for future research activities in this field has emerged. The task for the forthcoming year will be to deepen the analysis in each of the areas identified and to link research outcomes more directly to the Centre’s core research questions.  

Performance measures (Governance and Regulation)

· 22 publications by 10 Centre members in the research theme (see list of publications attached and also see section C: Outputs)

· New collaborative research initiated as a result of the Centre’s activities:

A joint project on ‘sexuality and the citizen-carer’ (Conaghan and Grabham)

A forthcoming one-day workshop on Utopian Communities (Cooper and Alan Norrie of KCL) which is to be the subject of a future Onati application

An ESRC grant application concerning Jewish Left Community Organisations to be submitted July 2005 (Cooper and Herman)

A one-day Centre workshop on intimacy within the research programme Governance and Regulation is planned for Spring 2006

3.2 b) Research Programme Healthcare and Bio-ethics. Progress Assessment by the Coordinator Dr Ruth Fletcher:

This programme takes the regulation of health care as a focus for thinking about the legal inscription of gender and sexuality. It takes a broader view of healthcare law, assessing how an appreciation of feminist and queer theory can add depth and texture to our understanding of a variety of topics which might seem, at first glance, to have little to do with gender and sexuality. The project seeks to move beyond such traditional concerns as maximising autonomy and preventing harm, to ask how such concepts are being challenged by technological change and social organisation in the realm of gender and sexuality.  

The priorities over the first year have been to build connections between Centre members, to plan the first Centre event in this thematic priority which is scheduled for year 2, and to lay the groundwork for potential future collective research collaboration. The main challenge has been the integration of a relatively large and evolving membership within the Centre’s research agenda.  This has been addressed by shaping the Centre’s events and research priorities to respond to individual and collective interests as they are developing.  

In building connections between Centre members, the following sub-themes have developed:

· Sexuality and Public Health, especially HIV/AIDS

· Reproductive (including male) Rights and Wrongs 

· Stigmatised Bodies (overlap with ‘Key Concepts: Intersectionality’)

· Health Care Governance (overlap with ‘Governance and Regulation’)

· Critical Approaches to Key Concepts of Health Care Law (such as autonomy, choice, harm, responsibility and commodification)

The first Centre organised event for this research theme, Engendering Bioethics, has been planned in consultation with Centre members and will take place on 17th and 18th November 2005 at Keele University.  This event will serve the dual function of building connections between Centre members by having 5 Centre researchers present their work, and of advancing research in the field generally by inviting 8 external speakers to present.  ‘Engendering Bioethics’ will advance this thematic priority by drawing on two sub-themes of members’ research: stigmatised bodies, and critical approaches to key concepts of health care law, and by addressing the core questions. In doing so, the event will facilitate intersectional enquiry by interrogating the relationship between gender/sexuality and race, animality, monstrosity and disability (Harrington, Fox, Shildrick, Reddy, Sharpe), and draw on analytical, philosophical (Wilkinson, Jackson, Biggs, McHale) and medical humanities (Shildrick, Ford, Sharpe, Hanafin) approaches in seeking to advance our understanding of the connections between gender, sexuality and health in legal regulation. The second event in this research priority is a two day workshop in year 3 and we have begun to collect nominations for the plenary speakers e.g. Dorothy Roberts, Thomas Laquer, Sarah Franklin.

Research in the areas of gender, sexuality, health and bioethics was well established in the Law Schools at Keele and Kent, but the Centre has added value by extending this network of researchers to include individuals from other departments and centres (e.g. Psychology at Keele, Centre for Punishment Studies at Westminster, Centre for Health Planning and Management at Keele) who had been relatively isolated in pursuing their research at the relevant institutions.  The Centre’s research agenda has also had an impact on the research being pursued by Centre members by asking those pursuing work on the regulation of reproductive capacity, or of people with HIV/AIDS, for example, to engage more critically with the relationship between gender, sexuality and bioethics in relating their particular topic to more general trends, such as the assumed femininity of reproduction or the emergence of HIV/AIDS as a racial metaphor.  As Centre members have discussed their research informally and at Centre-related events, individual researchers who had mainly used analytical methods, for example, have begun to engage more with those who use creative methods. Individuals have commented that such conversations will help improve the quality of their research either by encouraging them to be more specific in their chosen approaches, or by provoking them to pursue research questions through a slightly different lens. 

Over the next year the priorities will be to continue to develop the Centre’s research agenda in this area in a manner which is responsive to members’ contributions; to promote, host and evaluate the year 2 event and plan the year 3 event; and to deepen research in this theme by a) strengthening the links between individual research and the Centre’s research questions, and b) advancing policy relevant dimensions.  

Performance measures (Healthcare and Bioethics)

· 21 publications by 7 Centre members in this research theme, including 1 co-edited book, two book chapters, 11 refereed articles, 2 case notes and 1 book review already published (see list of publications attached and also see section C: Outputs).

· The Centre currently has 20 members, including 3 PhD students, who are engaged in original and interdisciplinary health related research.  Most of these are located at Keele with 5 at Kent and 2 at Westminster respectively.  12 of the 20 do research that engages directly with healthcare and bioethical issues, while the remaining 8 have a more indirect connection e.g. by researching health NGO’s, or transgender and intersexual issues.

· Two ‘Centre and colleagues’ health panels, with representation from Canada, the US, South Africa and the UK, ‘Bureaucratic Artifacts’ and ‘Healthy Bodies?’ were organised by the Centre’s Thematic Priority coordinator and programmed at the Canadian Law and Society Association Meeting in British Columbia, Canada, 25-30 June 2005.

· Collective Research Developments:

A proposal for an international research network to investigate sexual and reproductive practices as sites of socio-economic responsibility is being developed.  This proposal will advance the health thematic priority, among other things, by focusing on practices such as HIV transmission, reproductive and genetic technologies, and by drawing together Centre members with researchers from a range of other jurisdictions e.g. Canada, USA, India, Ireland and Southern Africa.  A first draft has been circulated and is being discussed by possible partners, and we plan to submit the proposal to the Leverhulme Trust in December 2005 (Fletcher).

Centre member Matthew Weait and UK Advisory Board chair Daniel Monk successfully submitted a proposal for an ESRC seminar series engaging academics, NGO’s and activists working on HIV/AIDS issues. The application benefited from advice and support by Centre members, was enhanced by the connection with the Centre, and will contribute to the policy and international dimensions of Centre research.

The Medical Law Review has expressed interest in a special issue on ‘Stigmatised Bodies’, to emerge from the research presented by Centre members and colleagues at Engendering Bioethics in November 2005.  As well as facilitating the publication of new Centre research, this proposed special issue would advance the Centre’s agenda by promoting gender and sexuality research in the mainstream medical law field (Fletcher and Fox).

3.2 c) Research Programme Popular Culture. Progress Assessment by the Coordinator Dr Michael Thomson:

The cultural studies project is rooted in established GSL work in the field of ‘law and literature’ which inquires into the nature of law as text, focusing on questions of signification, meaning, and interpretation. The project builds on this field to include more recent developments in the study of law and popular culture that have used the methodologies of cultural studies to explore images and understandings of law in popular culture and everyday life. 

In the first year of the Centre, the priorities have been to foster connections between Centre members and to plan the first Centre event in this thematic priority.  Advancing these priorities is on going and will be vigorously pursued as we move into the second year. The challenge here is the breadth of scholarship currently being done by Centre members that can be located under this thematic priority. This diversity is a resource for the Centre rather than an obstacle to research development. That diversity may be grouped into the following sub-themes:

1. Law, media and popular culture

2. Law as cultural text

3. Legal representation and cultural theory  

The first ‘team building’ event was an open call to participate in a panel at the American Law and Society Association in Las Vegas in June 2005. The panel - ‘Un/lawful men: law, cultural studies and masculinity’ – bought together Centre members and international Centre associates. The panel provided a showcase for the diversity of cultural studies/popular culture scholarship within the Centre. Building on this early event Law and Literature have expressed an interest in a special issue proposal based on the panel, which will also include other contributors from within, and without, the Centre.
Event planning is underway for the first major event in this thematic priority on the 19th-20th April 2006. The two day event is titled “There is no politics without fantasy: gender, sexuality and cultural studies in law”. A call for papers has been widely circulated. This call is aimed at bridging the two broad themes within Centre scholarship: that is work that looks at the role of culture in constructing responses to law and legal processes and work that uses literary methodologies to interrogate and understand law. As well as bridging these approaches, the workshop aims to facilitate a dialogue between these methodologies. The call also highlights and requires engagement with the key thematic questions, identified above. British scholarship has made a distinctive contribution in incorporating humanities methodologies within social science scholarship. The focus of the conference, and particularly the invited plenaries, will foreground this contribution. To date Sarah Ahmed, Vikki Bell and Peter Goodrich have been invited to make plenary addresses.

This research theme has also been integrated into post-graduate training by encouraging the use of cultural studies methods at the March training day and through institutional training, and by the development of a Centre film club at Keele University for the viewing and discussion of GSL relevant work, among other things. This project has added value to research in the first year by welcoming new Centre members from the disciplines of cultural geography, social anthropology and criminology; and by encouraging critical exchange among those who use cultural concepts (e.g. hybridity) in legal analysis.  The priorities over the next year will be to continue to develop cross-institutional links and to promote new research collaborations.  
Performance measures (Popular Culture) 

· 9 publications by 6 Centre members in this research theme, including 6 refereed articles, 2 book chapters and 1 book review (see list of publications attached and also see section C: Outputs)

· Initial interest expressed by Law and Literature for a proposed special issue on masculinity and popular culture.

· Michael Thomson received £500 from the British Academy to present a paper on reproductive masculinity and Jim Crace’s novel Six, at the US Law and Society Asociation Conference in Las Vegas, June 2005.

3.3. Thematic Priority 3: Comparative / Cross-National Perspectives 

CentreLGS Objective 3:

Develop and interrogate comparative, cross-national understandings of the law, gender and sexuality relationship.

Progress Assessment

The Centre’s first year has been focused on establishing itself effectively within the UK context while simultaneously using visitor schemes, an International Advisory Board and events as a means to publicise its existence further afield. The growing number of applications from international visitors and large number of international participants to events suggest some success in this regard for year 1. The Centre is now in a position to initiate more structured and formal links with networks and Centres abroad. 

Performance measures

· 12 publications by Centre members are international and comparative (see the list of publications attached). 

· The Conference ‘Theorising Intersectionality’ was attended by a large proportion of international participants, including from the USA, Canada, Germany, the Netherlands, Finland, Ireland, Belgium, Switzerland, Turkey, Australia, Slovenia and Spain.

· Website hits / usage: The user location of many visitors to the Centre LGS website is unknown. However, after the UK, most visitors appear to be based in the USA and Europe. Many visitors are also based in Canada and Scandinavia. The website has had visits from a diverse range of countries, including Israel, New Zealand, Mexico, The Philippines, Brazil, Peru, Mauritius, Hong Kong and Costa Rica. (For more details and statistics, please see the Website Usage Summary attached)

· The Centre’s International Advisory Board has 20 members from European, African, North-American, Australian and Southeast Asian countries. We received extensive input from the Centre’s IAB when drawing up our ‘Diversity in the Judiciary’ consultation response which allowed us to provide cross-national comparisons

· The Centre has hosted visitors from Nigeria, Canada, Israel and Hawaii, USA. Successful grant applications have allowed the Centre to bring over international speakers and visiting scholars such as Susan Boyd from Canada and to support Sherene Razack’s participation in the ‘Theorising Intersectionality’ Conference (para. 2.4). Outstanding applications will allow for further interaction with international scholars  (see above under activities)

· Many Centre members have attended Conference abroad and the Centre has financially supported such Conference attendance as well as provided research assistance for projects abroad (see above under activities)

3.4  Thematic Priority 4: Centre of Expertise and Dissemination

CentreLGS Objective 4:

Provide and develop a critical, national and international, theoretically informed research environment and locus in the field of law, gender and sexuality, raising the profile and visibility of the field in both academic and non-academic environments. 

Performance Measures & Progress Assessment

· Number and diversity of publications by Centre members arising out of Centre LGS’s work: The number of publications exceeds the targets set. Please see the list of publications attached and section C: outputs, for more details.

· Number of attendees at events and conferences: See above under ‘activities’ (para. 2).

· Website hits / usage: Visits to the Centre LGS website have consistently grown from 2895 in December 2004 to 8243 in May 2005.  The most visited pages were the homepage, the events page, the news section and the members’ section. For more details, please see the Website Usage Summary attached.

· Feedback questionnaires from workshops, conferences, forums, colloquia (see above)

· The Centre’s launch (para. 2.1) received a lot of media attention, including coverage on local radio stations and press, and an editorial in DIVA magazine.

· The Centre arranged for Kendall Thomas who did the Centre’s Annual lecture to be interviewed by Laurie Taylor in the Radio 4 programme ‘Thinking Allowed’ broadcasted on 16 March 2005 16.00-16.30

· Participants to Centre events bring their publications to display, and off-prints to give away, which promotes further intellectual exchange and connection between academics from various countries and disciplines.

CentreLGS Objective 5:

Create opportunities for academic development of postgraduates and career entrants in the field.

Performance Measures & Progress Assessment

· The Centre has strongly supported doctoral students and new career entrants with publications, including the publication by Emily Grabham (the Centre’s research fellow) and a book review by Toni Johnson (See list of publications attached)

· The Centre financially supported 7 external postgraduate students to attend the Conference ‘Theorising Intersectionality’ (See also above, para. 2.7)

· The postgraduate day workshop attracted 23 postgraduate participants (See also para. 2.7)

· The Centre financially supported student members to attend conferences (See para. 2.8)

· An interview with Professor Carol Smart and Dr. Beccy Shipman, established scholars in the field, by Centre Phd student member and new Keele lecturer Nicola Barker, relating to their current research on lesbian and gay partnerships for the Centre’s first Newsletter
· In it’s first year the Centre has attracted new doctoral students (see para. 2.7)
· 39 postgraduate students subscribed to the Centre’s on-line postgraduate network

· The response from the postgraduate students attending the postgraduate training day was very positive
· Career developments and progress of new entrants: as the Centre has only just completed its first year, this is too early to assess
CentreLGS Objective 6:
Enhancing research support for established academics involved in the Centre

Performance Measures & Progress Assessment

· For the number and diversity of publications by Centre members arising out of CentreLGS’s work, please see the list of publications attached with indications of the level of contribution the Centre provided to each publication.

· Ability to attract other sources of funding for parts or all of Centre work (see para. 2.14)

· New collaborative research initiated as a result of Centre activities (see above)

· The Centre provided financial support to seven Centre members to advance Centre relevant research (See para. 2.11) 

CentreLGS Objective 7:
Generating and publicising major publications of international significance.

Performance Measures & Progress Assessment

Please see the list of publications attached. Publications that are comparative or cross-national have been marked. Publications have also been publicised via the Centre’s Newsletter and Website.

CentreLGS Objective 8:
Develop an exchange of expertise between academic and non-academic constituencies involved in cultural production, policy reform and legal regulation, relevant to law, gender and sexuality. In particular, to explore how the law does and might respond to the intersection of inequalities.

Performance Measures & Progress Assessment

For details of activities please see para. 2.12 and 2.13, including the ESRC funded seminar series on this topic.

A quotation by a legal practitioner from the evaluation form at the Conference ‘Theorising Intersectionality’:

“My purpose was to widen my knowledge of the different work on intersectionality and to get a better understanding of how theorising / critical insights can translate into practice (in my case, international human rights law). These objectives were definitely met.”




SECTION C

Please provide details of the outputs that resulted from the activities detailed in section A and explain to whom and how these were disseminated.  You should note that the outputs reported in this section will be compared to those included in the Strategic and Operational Plan.  Therefore any differences or delays should be fully explained.

	Publications

Please see attached a list of relevant publications by Centre members. The publications output of the Centre in its first year necessarily includes works that were in press by the Centre's start. Given the length of time academic books take to be published, it is rarely  possible to have book outputs in year one that are still being written in the same year. Most of these publications, however, emerged and were shaped by the research impetus and collaboration that led to the Centre. They also form important inputs in the Centre's intellectual and research mission. Forthcoming books and articles demonstrate the value added dimension of the Centre to research output. Centre members have been asked to self assess what they feel has been the Centre’s contribution to their publication in relation to four headings:

1. Funding  (Whether they received financial support from the Centre for research assistance, conference attendance, travel etc which contributed to the publication).

2. Events, workshops, seminars (To what extent being able to discuss their work at
Centre events and receive input from others at these events contributed).
3. Networks, visitors, contacts (The role and importance of Centre visitors and
networks amongst Centre members).
4. Environment (The importance of the Centre's existence and general environment
in contributing to the publication).

The total number of relevant publications by Centre members is 80. Target outputs for year 1 were:

· 1 monograph/book to publisher or published: achieved (see list of publications attached)

· 1 monograph/book contract secured: a Routledge contract for a monograph by Dr. Michael Thomson, Medicine Man has been secured.

· 8 papers to be in preparation for publication in year 2: number of papers far exceeds this (see list of publications attached). The following papers are most directly the result of Centre input:

1. Millns, Susan (with Mercedes Mateo Diaz), "Parity, Power and Representative Politics: The Elusive Pursuit of Gender Equality in Europe", Feminist Legal Studies 12(3), 2004

2. Barker, Nicola, "For Better or For Worse? The Civil Partnership Bill [HL]" Journal of Social Welfare and Family Law 26(3), 2004

3. Mookherjee, Monica, "Equality in Multiplicity: Irigaray's Multicultural Feminism". Feminist Theory 6(8), 2005

4. Fox, Marie & Thompson, Michael, "Short changed?: The Law and Ethics of Male Circumcision", International Journal of Children's Rights 13, 2005

5. Harding, Rosie "Psychology, Human Rights and Law: The Case of Planned Lesbian Families". Lesbian & Gay Psychology Review 6(1), 2005

6. Klesse, Christian, "Bisexual Women, Non-monogamy, and Differentialist Anti-Promiscuity Discourses" in Sexualities (Special Issue on the 2004 Cardiff Conference ‘Pleasure and Danger Revisited’), Forthcoming, October Issue 2005

7. Conaghan, Joanne, "Work, Family and the Discipline of Labour Law" in J. Conaghan and K. Rittich (eds.), Labour Law, Work and Family (OUP), Forthcoming, November 2005

8. Conaghan, Joanne, "Time to Dream: Flexibility, Families and Working Time" in J. Fudge and R. Owens (eds.), Precarious Work, Women and the New Economy: the Challenge to Legal Norms (Hart Publishing), Forthcoming 2005

9. Cooper, Davina, “‘Sometimes a Community and Sometimes a Battlefield’: From The Comedic Public Sphere to the Commons of Speakers’ Corner", Society and Space, Forthcoming December 2005

10. Grabham, Emily "Taxonomies of Inequality: Lawyers, Maps and the Challenge of Hybridity", Social and Legal Studies, Forthcoming 2005

Centre LGS Newsletter

The Centre’s first annual newsletter was printed in May 2005 (copy enclosed). It contains general information about the Centre’s past and upcoming activities, as well as an interview with Professor Carol Smart and Dr. Beccy Shipman. 

The newsletter is available on the Centre’s website and has been disseminated in electronic format via our various mailing lists.  Printed copies were disseminated to all participants of the Centre’s Conference ‘Theorising Intersectionality’ 21-22 May 2005 at Keele University. Printed copies have also been sent to our UK and International Advisory Board members, practitioners and relevant activist organisations in the UK, the Centre’s MC, the Vice-Chancellors, Heads of Law Schools and press offices of the 3 partner Universities and other key figures working in the field.

(Note: Although the original application states that a newsletter will be produced twice yearly, we have decided to produce one high quality, colour newsletter per year and make more use of the website and mailing lists to disseminate news and information.) 
Website

The Centre LGS website went live in November 2004, for further details see section A above under ‘Activities’ and the Website Usage Summary Report attached.

Government Consultations

The Centre produced two responses to the following Government Consultations:

1. The Department for Constitutional Affairs’ consultation paper Increasing Diversity in the Judiciary (CP 25/04). The consultation paper set out proposals on how the judiciary of England and Wales can be made more reflective of society today (see also para. 2.13).

2. May 2004: the Government’s White Paper Fairness for All: A New Commission for Equality and Human Rights. This White Paper set out initial proposals for a new equality body, which is expected to come into operation in 2006. The new body will combine the roles of the current equality bodies - The Commission for Racial Equality, The Equal Opportunities Commission, and The Disability Rights Commission. It will also have responsibility for overseeing legislation on sexual orientation and religion or belief, and for promoting human rights.
The Centre’s response to these consultations can be downloaded on our website: http://www.kent.ac.uk/clgs/consultation_responses.html
Conference abstracts and papers

Abstracts and several full copies of papers presented at Centre LGS events have been made available on the Centre’s website. The papers can be downloaded from:

http://www.kent.ac.uk/clgs/events/eventsarchive.htm 
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8. CentreLGS members

Joanne Conaghan, Professor of Law, University of Kent and thematic research coordinator for CentreLGS





“It is not so much that work I have done would not have been done but rather that the experience of the Centre has compelled me to look at issues and take on board perspectives I might not otherwise have taken notice of and, at the same time, by providing an environment where we are coming together frequently in a scholastic context, enables me to take my scholarship further and, I hope, by so doing, improve its quality. It is in this sense that I feel able to claim that even this year's publications (for me anyway) have been substantially influenced by the Centre experience.”








Dr. Richard Collier, Professor of Law, Newcastle Law School and member of the CentreLGS UK Advisory Board:





“…with regard to the activities to date, the launch, the website and what I know has become, in a relative short space of time, the considerable public visibility of the Centre in the academic community and beyond, all seems to be going very well indeed.”
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