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Annual Progress report for year 2 of CentreLGS, June 2005 - May 2006


Achievements to date

This report is structured in within the framework of the list of activities in the Operational Plan.

CentreLGS currently has 83 members. This Annual Report will concentrate on the core activities of CentreLGS, although the presence of the Centre has also stimulated many Centre members in developing and organising additional activities and outputs.
Development of Thematic Research (Research Clusters)
This year CentreLGS has consolidated its organisational structure and prioritised the development of its three Research Clusters (RCs): a) Governance & Regulation, b) Healthcare & Bio-ethics, and c) Popular Culture / Cultural Studies. As a result these clusters now operate as coherent and strategic groupings of Centre members with dedicated coordinators. RC coordinators organise an annual workshop, identify and support visiting scholars, chair and act as a respondent in work in progress seminars, lead/ contribute to consultation responses, and help to develop non-academic networks.
The CentreLGS MC has now agreed that for year 3 of the project resources will be provided to enable each RC coordinator to spend additional time in developing their RC, with funded research assistance.

The development and work of the RCs constitutes Thematic Priority 2 of the Aims and Objectives of CentreLGS as stated in the Operational Plan. However, the other Thematic Priorities (TPs): TP1 - Key Concepts and Methods, TP3 - Comparative / Cross-national Perspectives, and TP4 - Expertise and Dissemination, all form an integral part of the activities within the RCs. 

This year’s developments and achievements within the RCs are as follows:
a) Research Cluster: Governance & Regulation

The three core strands developed in this RC are 1) citizenship, 2) intimate relations and 3) the regulation and governance of communities. This RC has seen greater integration in year 2 which is not only yielding a more coherent agenda for research but is also fostering greater collaboration and exchange between Centre members in relation to their research activities, a clear example of added value by CentreLGS. For example, the intimacy workshop was designed not to showcase individual research efforts but to deepen and develop the research engagements of a wide range of Centre members through discussion, reflection and exchange.
An additional dimension of this RC in particular is its intersection with other TPs in its policy engagement and legal activism. This has emerged more clearly in the past year, with Centre responses to Consultation papers (see also Knowledge Transfer below), which in turn fed into and/or generated more research engagements. For example, a new international law group was formed, in part a result of a Centre co-ordinated response to a government Consultation Paper on Human Trafficking. The intersection with other TPs is also present in policy engagements with equality law in the UK (currently in a state of flux), linking with a number of Centre members’ focus on equality and intersectionality issues. The result is research which, by its nature, focus and origins, has the potential to span the theory-practice divide more effectively. See also in this context the Centre workshop on ‘Sexual Politics in the Global South’ (under ‘events’).

b) Research Cluster: Healthcare & Bio-ethics

The four main themes in this RC this year are 1) embodiment, 2) critical approaches to key concepts, 3) intersectional gendered effects of health care regulation, and 4) cultural resources for imagining alternatives. First, in the past year, work on the feminist concern with women’s and men’s sexual and reproductive health issues was expanded to larger questions of embodiment, by integrating case-studies on genital cutting, body modification, transgender, intersexuality, animal research and monstrosity, and by identifying different theoretical approaches – liberal, materialist and post-modern - which inform our analysis of embodiment.  For example, we have done this collaboratively through the ‘Engendering Bioethics’ workshop in November 2005.

Secondly, CentreLGS has added value by promoting and facilitating collaboration between individual Centre members, in particular bringing two intellectual constituencies together - contextual/critical and normative/analytical - which have tended to pursue separate agendas.  Our research programme seeks to critically engage with the conceptual framework of health care law and ethics by explaining why particular interpretations of concepts such as harm, autonomy, responsibility and risk become dominant in law and ethics by reference to the historical and cultural circumstances of their evolution (contextual), and to evaluate how law and policy should respond to health care and bioethical issues both in the abstract and in the concrete context of modifying already existing trends (normative). For example, participants at Engendering Bioethics commented that the programme and papers did an excellent job of bringing together different critical theoretical approaches and normative public policy orientated material.  Other key events such as the ‘HIV/AIDS and the Law’ ESRC seminar series have been very successful in bringing academics, policy makers and activists together in order to criticise the concept of sexual responsibility that informs legal responses to people living with HIV/AIDS, among other things, and devise strategies and arguments in response. 

Thirdly, the RC has also progressed health care and bioethics research by asking investigators to specifically address questions of intersectionality and by considering what particular intersectional gendered effects mean for policy adoption; and fourthly, research in this RC has been advanced by examining depictions of health and bioethical issues in various cultural media e.g. science fiction literature, advertising, film and art, in order to better appreciate the influence of symbolic representations, to consider how popular culture can provide resources for understanding the relationship between gender, sexuality and health, and to devise new analytical frameworks and strategies for challenging gender/sexuality inequalities in the health and bioethical context.

c) Research Cluster: Popular Culture / Cultural Studies

The diversity of the research activities by Centre members in this RC reflects the breadth of this interdisciplinary field. The development of this RC over the last year shows activities falling broadly into two categories: 1) Law as Culture and 2) Law in Culture.  With regard to ‘law as culture’, Centre members have used cultural studies methodologies to generate a better understanding of how law addresses issues of gender, sexuality, class, race, ethnicity and religion. Law is studied as text but also as con-text, as something that is situated at the confluence of all manner of cultural influences. The RC also concentrated on understanding our own position as cultural producers, for example, in writing a collective novel-meets-soap and turning our hand to drawing cartoons. One of the aims of a new interdisciplinary ‘feminism and international law’ research group at Keele is to engage with cultural studies methodologies, particularly positionality and reflexivity. 
With regard to ‘law in culture’, the work in the RC concentrated on law as an object of enduring cultural fascination. We recognise that law’s presence in popular culture is not always immediately evident: law is enmeshed in popular culture in a subtle and often inconspicuous manner. Thus, for example, several Centre members are studying how law fashions people’s consciousness and everyday experiences. We also recognise that an awareness of law’s importance in everyday routines also acts as an important incentive for legal activism. Law is mobilised in struggles for cultural recognition but is also a way of containing cultural conflict as the inevitable by-product of globalization and post-colonialism. The two day international conference in April 2006 in this RC (see events) was a great way of showcasing the exciting and innovative cultural studies research conducted by Centre members, visitors and other collaborators from the UK and abroad.

Research funding / Pump priming
In addition to the development of the three RCs mentioned above, CentreLGS also financially supported the following individual research projects by Centre members:

Sally Sheldon (Keele University): Research assistance towards a larger project on fatherhood which aims to provide a unique sustained engagement with the ways in which fathers have been understood, constructed and regulated within English Law and social policy.
Michael Thomson (Keele University): Research assistance to undertake literature research to be used as a basis for a joint paper on theorising intersex bodies.
Mary Fox (Keele University): Research assistance for literature research constituting preliminary groundwork in collating and analysing materials for relevance in support of the thesis that science fiction literarure may have a role to play in prompting and mobilising public concerns around animal welfare.

Davina Cooper (University of Kent): Research Assistance / transcription for a project examining women's sexualised, community spaces - focusing on a Toronto women's bath-house as a case study.

Didi Herman (University of Kent): Research Assistance for ongoing research on representations of Jews and Jewishness in English Law.

Rosemary Auchmuty (University of Westminster): Research assistance, travel expenses and retrieval of archival materials from the London Colleges, part of a larger research project about the first women law students in English Universities.

CentreLGS also provided financial support for the write-up of a local event relevant to a cross-section of academics, local government, activists, and local individuals, for our website (see also under ‘other knowledge transfer’).
Conferences & Events

This year CentreLGS held various conferences, workshops and seminar of different sizes and scales. Some of the events reflected the breadth of field and concentrated on exploring interconnections, whilst others pursued a narrower, more in-depth focus. The evaluations of our events have been excellent. The main CentreLGS events were:
‘Engendering Bioethics’, 17-18 November 2005 at Keele University, 28 participants. This workshop was very successful at mapping and developing themes for building future collaborative research, producing a dialogue between different critical perspectives, and drawing on different methodologies across the social sciences and humanities e.g. ethnographic, historiographic, discursive, conceptual and interpretative in relation to embodiment and its regulation. The strategic emphasis of this event was on consolidating links among Research Cluster members.  The 12 invited contributions (5 CentreLGS members and 7 external guests) covered material from Canada, Italy, Ireland and the US as well as the UK, and a number of audience members were from Canada. 

Evaluation forms were returned by 14 participants and questions on 1) the overall content; 2) whether the event deepened and/or widened knowledge and understanding, and 3) the structure of the event, were rated ‘excellent’ by 70% and ‘good’ by 30% of the respondents. (Nobody rated any of the questions as ‘poor’ or ‘satisfactory’). Some quotes from the evaluation forms include:
This was an excellent workshop! The panels were coordinated well thematically, the content was interesting and there was ample time for presenters and questions. I learned more at this event than I have at most conferences attended over the last few years

I found it extremely useful and got from it references and ideas that I am in the process of following up to use in my own work and in the encouragement of graduates with whom I correspond.

For someone who works in a slightly different area this workshop provided a fascinating insight into the issues raised. The quality of the presentations and discussion was high.

‘Utopian Legalities’, 19 November 2005 at Kings College London: a joint CentreLGS – KCL event. Nine papers were given to an interdisciplinary audience of about 30 participants.

Roundtable with Alison Bechdel and 3 UK feminist cartoonists, February 2006 at Westminster, jointly organised with the newly re-launched Cartoon Museum. Alison Bechdel is a well-known cartoonist (see also visitors). Approximately 70 people attended.
‘Regulating Intimacy’, 4 March 2006 held at Kent. This was an intensive workshop bringing 14 members from all three institutions together. The workshop adopted a small group discussion format in which all the participants presented by relating their work to key themes arising from the application of intimacy as an analytical concept to regulation and governance issues. The workshop was followed by a Workshop Report which summarised the discussion and identified key questions and issues to inform the development of future research in this context. The report is posted on the CentreLGS website.

‘There is No Politics without Fantasy: Gender, Sexuality and Cultural Studies in Law’, 19 – 20 April 2006 and held at Keele University.  Keynote speakers at this event were: Reina Lewis: 'The Professor, the Lesbian, and the Wardrobe: on Fantasies of Dress, Identity and Politics', and Vikki Bell: 'Fantasies and Futures: Thinking Political Imagination'. The conference attracted 47 participants from the UK, the USA, Ireland, Israel, Germany and Australia.  The vast majority of the evaluation forms that were returned rated the content, usefulness (knowledge & understanding) and structure of this event as ‘excellent’ (65%), 25% rated this as ‘good’  and 10% as ‘satisfactory’. Some quotes from the evaluation forms:

This was a wonderful informative and interesting diverse and truly interdisciplinary (a rare thing!). I also felt there was a lot of respect and appreciation for the different theoretical and methodological approaches to politics and fantasy.

Diverse, original and high quality presentations. Very helpful on the relationship between humanities and critical thought

Very interesting range of papers across many disciplines. The fact that you could attract so many people from outside law and the UK was impressive. Reina Lewis’s plenary was both an entertaining and clever demonstration of cultural studies methodology.

Annual Lecture: ‘American Nightmare: Neo-conservatism, Neo-liberalism and de-democratization’, Friday 19th May 2006 at Westminster University. This year’s Annual Lecture was given by Professor Wendy Brown, Professor of Political Science, UC Berkeley, USA. The lecture attracted approximately 100 people, including some non-academics.

Forthcoming workshops which are technically dated in year 3 of the project but form part of the academic year cycle of year 2 are:

‘Revisiting Governing from Feminist and Queer Perspectives’, 29 June 2006 at Kent. The day will include plenary talks by Marianna Valverde, Judith Squires, Janet Newman and Jon Binnie. Participation has been capped at 40 participants to allow for focused discussions on the key themes and issues. The event will explore the contribution feminist and queer theory can make to how we think about the character and practice of regulation and governance. It will focus in particular on governmentality, changing forms of governance, political and democratic values, and the relationship between affectivity and state power within post-industrial liberal states.

‘Up Against the Nation-States of Feminist Legal Theory’, 30 June – 1July 2006 at Kent. An international conference with currently 80 registered participants and key note speakers Ratna Kapur, Margaret Davies and Ziba Mir-Hosseini. This conference addresses the changing and multi-faceted relationship between the nation-state and feminist legal theory. In the context of neo-liberal and globalising tendencies, where the nation-state is perceived as having declining relevance, this conference critically addresses the impact of geography and politics on feminist legal theory.
‘Why and How? Theoretical and Methodological Directions in Law, Feminism, Gender and Sexuality’, 24-26 August 2006, a joint event with UBC Centre for Feminist Legal Studies. This event is to widen and deepen the collaboration between about 30 scholars from the UK and Canada. 
In addition, CentreLGS at all three institutions organised many local workshops, events and talks by invited speakers and visitors, as well as ‘work in progress’ seminars by Centre members. These local centre events are listed on our website: http://www.kent.ac.uk/clgs/events.html. 
Related events

Centre members also increasingly collaborate in organising other, externally funded, related events including:

‘Stretching the Marriage Model – How Far and Why?’, 16 September 2005, a one day workshop on cohabitation organised by Centre members at Kent Law School.
‘Law and Development: Gender and Land Reform in International Perspective’, 16-17 January 2006, sponsored by the Modern Law Review and organised by Keele University.
‘HIV / AIDS and Law: Theory, Practice and Policy’, A seminar series funded by the ESRC, and co-organised by Keele University, the African HIV Policy Network, Birkbeck College and the George House Trust. 

Conference Attendance Support

This year CentreLGS supported twelve Centre members (including four Postgraduate members) to attend and present papers at conferences in the UK, USA, India, Japan, Norway and Switzerland. CentreLGS will also support the attendance of 15 Centre members (including 6 postgraduate members) at the joint CentreLGS – UBC Centre for Feminist Legal Studies workshop in Vancouver, Canada in August 2006.

Visiting Schemes

This year saw the start of the Associate Fellow scheme for practitioners, activists, policy-makers and other non-academics. This scheme is now up and running alongside out international Visiting Scholars scheme, which attracted a diverse number of visitors, many of whom are prominent academics in the field.

CentreLGS also attracted externally funded visitors, such as a grant from the British Academy for a visit by Susan Boyd, Professor of Feminist Legal Theory and Director of the Centre for Feminist Legal Studies at the University of British Columbia, Canada. This visit led to the organisation of a joint CentreLGS – UBC Centre for Feminist Legal Studies workshop (see under ‘events’). Other visitors in year 2 of CentreLGS are:

Nan Seuffert, Associate Professor at the University of Waikato, New Zealand, Her work is in the area of Feminist Legal Theory and Intersectionalities: Race, Gender and Sexuality in the Law.

Prabha Kotiswaran, S.J.D Candidate at Harvard Law School, USA. Her work addresses theoretical debates relating to sex work and trafficking. 
Raquel Platero, political activist & researcher at the Universidad de Complutensa in Madrid, Spain. Her work relates to policy frames and entrance onto the political agenda of LGBT issues in Spain. 

Suhraiya Jivraj, activist and researcher on Muslim LGBT issues. Her work is in the area of gender, sexuality, ethnicity and religion. 
Alison Bechdel, renowned cartoonist of 'Dykes to Watch Out For!, USA’. Her work expressly addresses issues of sexuality, gender, ethnicity, class and left-wing politics.
Stephen Tomsen, Associate Professor at the School of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Newcastle, Australia. His current research project is on masculinity and violence and anti-gay/lesbian violence and safety issues.
Toni Lester, Professor of Law, Babson College, USA. Her work is on Gender Nonconformity, Race and Sexuality.

Rina Ramdev, Senior Lecturer, Delhi University, India. Her research interests include: how women in India participate in socio-political and cultural debates as activists working either individually or through various social movements.
Ara Wilson, Associate Professor, Ohio State University, Department of Sociology/Anthropology, USA. Specializes in the feminist ethnography of globalization, with a particular focus on Southeast Asia

Nancy Ehrenreich, Professor of Law, University of Denver, USA. Research areas: reproductive issues as well as intersectionality, masculinity, female circumcision and intersex surgery.
Wendy Brown, Professor of Political Science, UC Berkeley, USA (giving the CentreLGS Annual Lecture, see under ‘events’). Her research interest includes the history of political theory, feminist theory, contemporary critical theories of law, and nineteenth and twentieth century Continental theory.
Gillian Calder, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law , University of Victoria, Canada. Research project: an investigation of a decision by the Canadian Supreme Court on maternity and parental leave, providing a substantive equality analysis of care-giving. 
Kalpana Kannabiran, Professor of Sociology, NALSAR, University of Law, India. She specialises in Gender Studies, Sociology of Law, Jurisprudence and Human Rights. Her current work is on theorising criminology in South-Asia.
Judith Halberstam, Professor of English, University of Southern California, USA. Her research interests are: media studies, film & popular culture, critical theory, queer theory, feminist and gender studies, postmodernism & nineteenth-century British literature.

Kim Brooks, Assistant Professor, UBC Faculty of Law, Vancouver, Canada. Exploring how feminist theory might inform the international redistributive project using the case study of international tax treaties: What does feminist and critical race theory have to say about the changing role of the state in the international redistribution of income in the face of increased internationalization and globalization?

Postgraduate training and new career entrant development
The PG and early career development initiatives in this last year have advanced the intellectual breadth of students and career entrants, helping them to deepen their own research, and enabling them to form a community with others at a similar stage in similar fields.
PG students and career entrants form an integral part of the Centre’s activities and work. Student members have been actively encouraged (and travel expenses covered) to participate in Centre workshops alongside established academics. 
The second CentreLGS postgraduate and early careers workshop took place at Westminster on 26-7 April 2006.  Postgraduates from Norway and India joined British PGs in a two-day session which included presentations on the use of theory in their research by five academics, a session on publishing, and an opportunity to give a paper in a simulated conference setting, with feedback and discussion. Participants were enthusiastic about the event and requested for next year’s event to be organised by themselves (a sign of growing interest in active participation, skills and confidence of postgraduates and career entrants).

Both Keele and Kent have held ‘How to…’ PG seminars, e.g. a seminar held in November 2005 in Kent on ‘How to improve the presentation of your work and answer questions at a conference’. The seminar included performances of how not to do it by two centre member professors. It attracted a large group of PGs including non-Centre PG students who thus had a helpful introduction to the work of the Centre as well as gaining useful research and conference skills.

Ring-fenced funding was made available for Centre postgraduates to attend conferences.  This year 4 PGs benefited from grants to attend conferences in the US and Scotland while several others will be assisted to go to Canada (to participate in the joint UBC-CentreLGS event in August, see above), Switzerland, and Turkey in summer 2006.
A Centre PG panel was organised in the Gender and Sexuality stream at the Socio-Legal Studies Association conference at Stirling in March, with three participants, one each from Keele, Kent and Westminster.  This was a good showcase for our work.
CentreLGS initiated a PhD student exchange programme, allowing doctoral Centre members to visit other Centre institutions, receiving mentorship and feedback there on their work. Three have taken advantage of this so far, and evaluation reports on the scheme are very positive. 

The international network of PGs and new scholars in the law, gender and sexuality field has been further developed and now includes over 70 members (including 21 Centre members). In addition, an electronic Postgraduate Directory is in the process of being compiled with details of thesis topic and research, supervisor etc.
Website and Dissemination of output

Website

Over the last year, the content of the CentreLGS website has continued to grow and the number of visits to our website has doubled in a year to an average of 380 visits per day. (See also the website report, Appendix A)
In 2005, CentreLGS also trialled an interactive web forum space through the use of ‘blogs’: one that forms a general discussion area and another for furthering the Arts Initiative. Using blog technology was very useful when compiling a short-notice response to the Equalities Review ‘Call for Evidence.’

Publications

A full list of publications is attached as Appendix B. With reference to the publication targets for year 2 (Annex A to Operational Plan), we have drawn out some of the publications that are most closely related to the work of the Centre:

Target: 8 articles for academic dissemination

Achieved:

1) Klesse, C. 'Heteronormativität, Biphobie und Promiskuitätsvorwürfe', in Hartmann, J., Klesse, C., Wagenknecht, P., Fritzsche, B. and Hackmann, K. (Hgs.) Heteronormativität. Empirische Studien zu Heterosexualität als Gesellschaftliches Machtverhältnis (Wiesbaden: VS) (2005)
2) Phillips, O. ‘Introducing Sexuality and Human Rights’, The Georgia Journal of International and Comparative Law, University of Georgia State, USA (2005)
3) Priaulx, N. "Damages for the 'Unwanted' Child: Time for a Rethink?", 73 Medico-Legal Journal 152 (2005)
4) Thomson, M. "Viagra Nation: Sex and the Prescribing of Familial Masculinity", Law, Culture and the Humanities (2005)
5) Weait, M. (with Azad, Y.) "The Criminalisation of HIV Transmission in England and Wales: Questions of Law and Policy", HIV/AIDS Policy and Law Reviewl (2005)

6) Herman, D. "An Unfortunate Coincidence”: Jews and Jewishness in Twentieth-Century English Judicial Discourse’, Journal of Law and Society 33 (2): 277-301 (2006)
7) Krishnadas, J. "The sexual subaltern in conversations 'somewhere in between': law and the old politics of colonialism" in Feminist Legal Studies (online first, online publication 18 May 2006, http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10691-006-9014-1) (2006)
8) Mookherjee, M. "Permitting Dishonour: Gender, Culture and Freedom of Expression" in G. Newey (ed), Freedom of Expression: Counting the Costs (Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars' Press) (2006)

9) Walsh, J. “Unfamiliar Inequalities”, Northern Ireland Legal Quarterly 57(1), 155-184 (2006)
Target: 3 articles for other media

Achieved:

1) Joanne Conaghan gave an interview to Diva magazine (a glossy magazine for lesbian and bisexual women) about new developments in equality legislation which was used in an article entitled ‘Protect and Serve: Are We Safe at Work?’ (Diva 118, March 2006). The article was about the scope and adequacy of anti-discrimination protection for gay and lesbians. 

2) Sheldon, S. "Natallie Evans' Case: Some Lessons for the Parliamentary Review of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act (1990)?’ An article for the online Pro Choice Forum, http://www.prochoiceforum.org.uk/irl_rep_tech_3.asp 
3) Jivraj, S. & Jong, de A., ‘Muslim moral instruction on homosexuality’, an entry in (Homo)sexualities and Youth: an Encyclopedia, a publication for use by schools, youth groups, educators, and young people.

4) CentreLGS visitor Alison Bechdel appeared on the BBC4 radio programme ‘Woman’s Hour’ on 1 February 2006. http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/womanshour/2006_05_wed_04.shtml 

5) CentreLGS visitor, Wendy Brown, who gave the CentreLGS Annual Lecture, appeared on the BBC4 radio programme ‘Thinking Allowed’ on 17 May 2006.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/factual/thinkingallowed/thinkingallowed_20060517.shtml  

Target: 2 monograph contracts secured

Achieved:

1) Oliver Phillips secured a contract with Glasshouse Press for Sexuality and the Politics of Rights in Post-Colonial Southern Africa: The Legacy of Venus Monstrosa.

2) Eleanor Curran secured a contract with Palgrave for Reclaiming the rights of Hobbesian subjects.
Target: 2 monograph manuscripts submitted to publisher

Achieved:

1) Krishnadas, J. Rights of Re-construction, Identities, Property and Place in Post-disaster to Globalisation processes (Pluto Press) Manuscript submitted 2006
2) Philippopoulos-Mihalopoulos, A. Absent Environments: Closure, Environmental Law and the City (London: UCL Press) Manuscript submitted 2006
Target: 1 edited book contract secured

Achieved:

1) Sheldon, S. & Collier, R. Fathers for Justice? Fathers Rights Activism and Legal Reform in Comparative Context (Hart Publishing)

Newsletter

The second CentreLGS newsletter was printed in May 2006 and is being disseminated. (A copy of the Newsletter is enclosed.)

Consultations

This year CentreLGS developed its responses to government consultations, and CentreLGS responses were given to:
· The Home Office and Foreign and Commonwealth Office joint consultation document ‘Forced Marriage – A wrong not a right’, September 2005

· The Department of Health’s consultation on the review of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990, October-November 2005

· The Home Office consultation ‘Tackling Human Trafficking – Consultation on proposals for a UK action plan’, January 2006
· The Department of Trade and Industry’s Consultation ‘Getting Equal: Proposals to outlaw sexual orientation discrimination in the provision of goods and services’, June 2006

· The Department of Trade and Industry’s Consultation ‘Equalities Review - Interim Report’, June 2006

The responses can all be found on our website: http://www.kent.ac.uk/clgs/consultation_responses.html 

As well as providing a way of engaging with policy and legal developments, responding to consultations has also augmented collaborative working in the Centre, with different people taking a lead, based on areas of expertise, and consulting across the Centre’s membership and with our UK and international Advisory Boards.
Our response to the Public Consultation on the HFE Act 1990 was cited extensively in the Report on the Consultation, produced by People, Science and Policy Limited for the Department of Health in March 2006 and available at www.peoplescienceandpolicy.com. This response was also the second most requested page (after the home page) on the CentreLGS website in April 2006, receiving 351 downloading requests that month.

Other Knowledge Transfer 

Working with policy-makers, lawyers, NGOs and community groups is an important aspect of our work. In year 2 we continued to build on existing links and to examine other constituencies we were not reaching. CentreLGS held an audit of knowledge transfer activities across the three Centre institutions and from this several initiatives emerged, including the building of partnerships with local community members and long-standing community organisations in the gender and sexuality field.

Local activists regularly attend and participate in local events at Kent and Keele. For example: 

· Non-academic members of a ‘CentreLGS Kent Friends’  mailing list attend talks by visitors and invited speakers;

· CentreLGS in Kent organised workshops exploring new directions in feminist sexual politics, allowing for critical engagement on different aspects of feminist and gender politics. This included a discussion in December 2005: ‘What is a woman? And does it matter?’, and a discussion in March 2006 on ‘Radical child-raising: is it still possible in Britain today?’;
· CentreLGS supported an event organised by the Keele Alternative Globalisations Forum, ‘Questions of Locality in a Global Era’, March 2006, involving many local activists and other non-academics. A website report on this event is forthcoming.
During this year CentreLGS has sought to develop a stronger press strategy and intensified working with the University’s press offices. Our aim is to pursue this in a way that maintains our distinctive character as a critical, inter-disciplinary research centre. CentreLGS appeared in various media, e.g. CentreLGS visitors Alison Bechdel, appeared on the radio programme ‘Woman’s Hour’, and Wendy Brown, who gave the CentreLGS Annual Lecture appeared on the radio programme ‘Thinking Allowed’. 
Grant Applications

CentreLGS received a Modern Law Review grant of £5,500 for a major two-day conference on gender and human rights litigation, to be organised in collaboration with Liberty. 

A RCUK fellowship for a scholar working on transnational governance and citizenship (to be based at Kent Law School). The Centre’s application was ranked first by the Unversity of Kent and has been successfully funded for 5 years.

A grant from the British Academy of £3,500 for a visit by Professor Susan Boyd, University of British Columbia, Canada (see also ‘visitors’; above).

CentreLGS was also successful in its funding application for a prestigious year long Leverhulme Visiting Professorship for Professor Martha Fineman, Professor of Law, Emory University, USA. Unfortunately the grant of £22,985 had to be declined as the visitor could not attend for personal reasons.

CentreLGS’s work on Utopian practices and legalities has just been supported by an ESRC seminar series grant which is the result of a successful application by Davina Cooper (CentreLGS), Lucy Sargisson (Nottingham) and Ruth Levitas (Bristol), to be coordinated by Lucy Sargission.
CentreLGS is a partner in a Marie Curie fellowship programme run by University College Dublin (UCD). The aim of this project is to develop the intellectual infrastructure for an Egalitarian and Socially Inclusive Europe (ESIE) group that comprises a large inter-disciplinary and cross-university team of academics interested in developing a more ethically oriented perspective within their own core disciplines. CentreLGS will host three researchers from UCD for visits of three months, providing them with the opportunity to acquire new expertise in the GSL field. They will transfer that knowledge on returning to UCD. CentreLGS will receive a contribution for this transfer of knowledge programme up to a maximum of 800 euro per researcher per month.
We are awaiting news on our Leverhulme application for an Artist in Residence (see ‘Arts Initiative’ under RC Popular Culture below).
CentreLGS received overall very positive peer reviews of our application for AHRC funding for Phase 2, and was short-listed for an interview. We are now awaiting the decision.

If there are any additional achievements that do not clearly relate to your most recent and approved Strategic and Operational Plan for this project year, please indicate these below.  You may, for example, wish to provide evidence of unanticipated achievements.

Additional Achievements

Publications
The total number of publications by Centre members exceeds the targets. For a complete overview of publications to date, please see Appendix B
Arts Initiative

CentreLGS also started a new arts development this year, led by Professor Didi Herman. This explores using different arts-based forms as both methods and as means of disseminating ideas and analysis. This initiative is in its early days, but could prove very promising in bringing new techniques and tools to bear on thinking about gender, sexuality and law. As part of this development, a well-known cartoonist, Alison Bechdel, visited the Centre from the US for two weeks. Alongside talks on using cartooning to narrate and explore feminist politics, Alison Bechdel also lead a cartooning workshop for Centre members. We are awaiting news on our Leverhulme application for an Artist in Residence, which would bring conceptual performance artist Helena Goldwater to the Centre for the forthcoming academic year to enhance our work on corporeality, sexuality, class and ethnicity. This project builds on an earlier workshop at CentreLGS by Helena Goldwater.
Additional HEI Contributions

In addition to the contributions agreed, and to the HEIs covering ongoing running costs, the partner HEIs have contributed the following in year 2:

University of Kent

· 20 hours of teaching buy-outs for TP coordinator Didi Herman and RC Coordinator Joanne Conaghan.

· Two additional offices with computer equipment on an adjacent corridor for CentreLGS Visitors. (In addition to the CentreLGS dedicated space which includes one visitors room already.)

· A University funded postgraduate scholarship for a Centre associated student and an additional fee waiver for a postgraduate student doing Centre related research.

· A contribution of £1000 for administrative support for conference organising. 

University of Westminster
· The Provost for Research hosted a reception before the Annual Lecture.
· Free space for meetings and event, including for the Annual lecture and postgraduate workshop.
· A dedicated visitors’ room for CentreLGS visitors.
· 0.5 day per week of secretarial assistance for the CentreLGS Associate Director.
Keele University 

· 15 hours of teaching buy-outs for RC coordinators Ruth Fletcher and Michael Thomson/Lieve Gies.
· 1 day per week of administrative support.
· A bursary of £1000 was awarded to a LLM student in Gender, Sexuality and Human Rights.
· A £4,000 budget was provided for Visiting Fellows in the Gender, Sexuality and Law field, which supported eight visitors in addition to the CentreLGS visitors programme. http://www.keele.ac.uk/depts/la/gslgroup/fellows0506.htm.
· £500 contribution to the workshop 'Questions of Locality in a Global Era', 31 March 2006.
· £300 contribution to a gender, sexuality and law Postgraduate Workshop on 16 May 2006.
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