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Panel Details

‘Up Against the Nation States of Feminist Legal Theory’

Including the Feminist Legal Theory Project and Keele Law School Equality Stream, sponsored by the British Academy and Emory University Network on Key Concepts in Feminist Legal Theory

Panel Session 1: Friday, 30 June, 9.30 – 11.30
Panel A/B: Reflections on feminist legal theory and the nation-state 

Chair:  Susan Boyd, UBC, Canada
José Gabilondo, Florida International University, USA: ‘The straight mind in the law: Feminist legal theory, legal pedagogy, and pomo-retro’

Rosemary Hunter, Griffith University/U. of Kent, Australia/UK:  ‘Making a difference’

Kevät Nousianen, Helsinki University, Finland: ‘The “good state” in the globalising world’

Panel C - Equality Stream: Equality Across Jurisdictions
Chair: Sharron Fitzgerald, CentreLGS

Anastasia Vakulenko, Keele University, UK:  ‘The construction of gender equality by the European Court of Human Rights: the case of headscarves’
Margaret Denike, Carleton University, Canada: ‘What Does International Law do for Equality?’
Louise Langevin, Laval University, Canada:  ‘What Kind of Equality for Women? Feminist Reflections on the Concept of Equality in Canada’
11.30 – 12.00:
REFRESHMENTS 
Panel Session 2: Friday, 30 June, 12.00 – 1.30
Panel A: In and Against the State 
Chair: Doris Buss, Carleton University, Canada
Malin Rönnblom, Umeå University, Sweden: ‘Democracy and growth – joinable or incompatible political goals?’

Sarah van Walsum, Free University of Amsterdam, Netherlands: ‘Current Dutch rules on family migration: Re-styling the Empire’s old clothes’

Panel B: Evaluating equality regimes
Chair:  Sue Millns, CentreLGS
Gillian Calder, University of Victoria, Canada: ‘Challenges to maternity and parental leave in Canada: Gender, social benefits, and law’

Görel Granström, Umeå University, Sweden: ‘Challenging the heteronormativity of law – a Swedish example’

Lorraine Wolhuter, University of Wolverhampton, UK: ‘The double-edged nature of rights-discourse: The limitations of South African constitutional jurisprudence on gender’

Panel C – Equality Stream: Historicising Equality 

Chair: Maria Drakopoulou, CentreLGS
Sybil Lipschultz, University of Miami, USA: ‘American Women Challenge the State: Approaches to family needs and human rights, from the Revolution to the New Deal’
Eleanor Curran, Keele University, UK:  ‘Hobbes on equality: the dominion of the female’
1.30 – 2.30:
LUNCH (Senate Foyer)
Panel Session 3: Friday, 30 June, 2.30 – 4.00
Panel A/B: Citizenship and Exclusion
Chair:  Rosemary Hunter, Griffiths/CentreLGS

Andy Chiu, ‘Sexing Hong Kong legal culture: Engagement of Han-Chinese Confucian/Buddhist/Daoist legal theory and gender politics’

Betty de Hart, University of Nijmegen, Netherlands:  ‘Children’s legal citizenship, motherhood and the nation-state’

Ǻsa Gunnarsson, Umeå University & Eva-Maria Svensson, Göteborg University, Sweden: ‘The gendered dimension of social citizenship in Swedish welfare regimes’

Panel C – Equality Stream: Recognising Equality
Chair: Michael Thomson, CentreLGS

Mary Anne Case, University of Chicago, USA: ‘What stake do heterosexual women have in the same-sex marriage/civil union/domestic partnership debates? A feminist fundamentalist view’
Gillian Calder, University of Victoria, Canada & Sharon Cowan, University of Edinburgh, UK: ‘Re-imagining Equality: Dancing with Dichotomies’
4.00 – 4.30:
REFRESHMENTS 
4.30 – 6.30:
PLENARY 

Margaret Davies: ‘Feminism and the Flat Law Theory’
Ziba Mir-Hosseini: ‘Feminism, Shari‘a, Muslim Nation-States and the ‘War on Terror’
6.30 – 7.30:
RECEPTION 
7.30 – 9.30
DINNER 
9.00 – 11.00
JAZZ AND COCKTAILS 
Panel Session 4: Saturday, 1 July, 9.00 – 11.00
Panel A/B: Re-framing Legal Cultures and Contextualising Feminism in Southern and Eastern Africa 
Chair:  Oliver Phillips, CentreLGS
Lillian Artz, University of Cape Town, South Africa: ‘Feminism vs. the State? : The Dialectics of Sexuality in the Development of Sexual Offences Legislation in South Africa’

Sylvia Tamale, Makerere University, Uganda: ‘The right to culture and the culture of rights: A critical perspective for women’s sexual rights in Africa’

Panel C – Equality Stream: Equality and Distribution
Chair: Ruth Fletcher, CentreLGS
Margot Young, University of British Columbia, Canada: ‘Back to the Future: New Thoughts on a Basic Income’
Dorothy A. Brown, Washington and Lee University, USA: ‘A Race and Gender Tale of Two Programs: Social Security and Welfare Benefits’
Kim Brooks, University of British Columbia, Canada: ‘Does Feminist Theory Speak to International Income Redistribution by the State?’
11.00 – 11.30:
REFRESHMENTS (Senate Foyer)

Panel Session 5: Saturday, 1 July, 11.30 – 1.00
Panel A/B: Violence and the ‘International’

Chair:  Harriet Samuels, Centre LGS
Gina Heathcote, London School of Economics, UK:

‘The space beyond the nation-state: Law’s violence and violence against women’

Doris E. Buss, Carleton University, Canada:  ‘Finding the Prime Suspect:  Feminist activism and the allure of the international’
Panel C – Equality Stream: Equal Rights and Relationships
Chair: Sharon Cowan, University of Edinburgh, UK

Ann E. Freedman, Rutgers Law School, USA: ‘Equality as a Tool for Devaluing Human Needs for Connection and Safety: The Emerging Legal Norm of Evenly Divided Parenting Time’

Ronit Lentin, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland:  ‘Beyond the (Irish) state of exception: Migrant women’s networking in post-Citizenship referendum ‘intercultural’ Ireland’

1.00 – 2.15:
LUNCH 
PANEL SESSION 6: Saturday, 1 July, 2.15 – 3.45
Panel A/B: Politics of Feminist Organising

Chair: Claire Young, UBC, Canada
Kalpana Kannabiran, NALSAR University, India: ‘A cartography of resistance: The national federation of Dalit women’ 

Susan Boyd, University of British Columbia, Canada: ‘Equality and justice claims by father’s rights and women’s rights advocates’
Harriet Samuels, Centre LGS: ‘A Human Rights Campaign? The Campaign to Abolish Child Slavery in Hong Kong 1919-1938’
Panel C – Equality Stream: Rethinking Egalitarian Values

Chair: Sally Sheldon, CentreLGS
Jane Maslow Cohen, University of Texas, USA: ‘Feminist allergies to sex equality: how theory-driven itches hurt women and why avoiding the subject isn’t the right cure’
Anu Pylkkänen, University of Helsinki, Finland: ‘Towards Multiplicity and Differentiation: from ‘Communitarian’ to Liberal Constructions of Persons in the Late Modern Finnish Law’
3.45 – 4.15:
REFRESHMENTS 
4.15 – 5.30:
CLOSING PLENARY 
Ratna Kapur: ‘Postcolonial Feminism and the ‘Empire-in-Law’ ’ 
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